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CONFIDENTIAL. 


!•  a)   Daily  U-boat   positions   at,  0800  according 

to  naval   <?rld   squares s 

A.  Ws.s ter n  ^d^terr^anean i 

U  380  CH  84 , 

U   %5  CH  74, 

U  593  CH  94, 

U  617  CH  74, 

U  458  CH  76, 

U  73     CH  33   (homeward  bound), 

U  375  CH  59   (outward  bound), 

U  409  CH  58   (outward  bound). 

B,  Eastej^fedit^rxg^gan  % 

U  81     east   of  31°  E. 
IT  453  CO   57. 

b )  U£b oats  homew ard  a nd_ .outward  bound,  from  080 0 
to  WOO : 

U  73   put   in  to  Toulon  at   O83O  on.  1  July. 

c)  In  port    (at   0800) : 

\ 

1)  Spezla:     U  410,   616. 

2)  Pola:         U  596. 

3)  Toulon s     u  371  ?  407,  431,   56.1. 

II*       M£^Sl^9JW3AMM!Ml^,°o 

a )  Wes tern  Med iter r a nean  1 , 

Reconnaissance   as  far  as  Algiers. 

k)   E^a stern,- J^effi^,e.r.r  AReAn  s 

Reconnaissance  from  Alexandria  to  Benghazi  - 
Sicilian  Channel. 

1 1 1  •     Reports  on  the,  enemy  1 

A»  IigAt. grji. jle d i t er r a nean s 

a)  .111.. JL~b_ogJbs, % 

1)  U  380s  2045/1  July  CH  7522  westbound 

convoy  of  fast  transports. 

2)  U  458;   0700/1  July  CH  7812  convoy, 
fr)  J^L- Air. J^Q-Qnnaij^sjin_ce  s 

1)  0845/1  July  CJ  7694  2  cruisers,  2  destroyers, 

southerly  course. 

2)  084 5/1  July  CJ  7588  2  battleships,  1  air- 

craft carrier,  6  cruisers,  southerly 
CONFIDENTIAL         course. 
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3)  1450/1  July  CJ  7597  2  medium  or  heavy 

cruisers,  westerly  course,  moderate 
speed  5  in  the  opposite  direction, 
3  probable  light  cruisers,  moderate 
to  high  speed  . 

4)  1030/1  July  CE  9483  4  ships,  westerly  course, 

5)  1903/1  July  CH  9555  1  transport  of  8,000 

GRT,  3  destroyers,  easterly  course, 
moderate  speed. 

6)  1940/1  July  northeast  of  Bone,  convoy  of 

16  ships  and  escort  vessels,  westerly 
course , 

7)  2000/1  July  CJ  7914  1  aircraft  carrier, 

1  battleship,  easterly  course,  moderate 
speed, 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service s 

From  radio  traffic,  it  is  evident  that  it  Is 
still  possible  that  units  of  the  "War spite" 
group  will  soon  be  moving  into  the  Eastern 
Mediterranean,  supported  by  the  Malta  and  Bone 
cruisers  and  that  this  group  was  probably  lying 
In  the  Algiers  area  dn  3°  June,  whilst  Group 
"Eowe"  (the  "King  George  V"  and  the  "Howe")  is 
probably  still  lying  in  the  Or an  area. 


d)  By  G.I. S.  statiov 


ns 


1)  0840/1  July  5   destroyers  put  out  from 
Gibraltar,  course  set  for  the 
Mediterranean. 


2)  1450/1  July  the  "Nelson"  put  out  from 

Gibraltar . 
1840/1  July  put  in  again. 

3)  1900/1  July  Gibraltar  5  destroyers,  course 

set  for  the  Mediterranean. 

e)  By  naval,  fpr-c.es; 

Nothing  to  report. 

B  •  ff  a&tern,  Med  iter  r  a ne  an ; 

a)  £y^rJ?PAt  s ; 

U  81:   1510/30  June  CP  2389  1  steamer  of 

6,000  GET,  1  destroyer  put  in  to  Mersxn. 

k)  By  air  reconnaissance,: 

1047/1  July  CO  5838  12  freighters,  9  escort 
vessels,  course  110°,  high  speed. 
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c )  By,,  radij^Jjatercejjt  servi&e : 

1)  1055/1  July  CO  5838  convoy,  course  124°, 

speed  10  knots. 

2)  Several  convoys  are  running  to  the  North 
African  coast. 

3)  Units  of  the  Alexandrian  naval  forces  are 
at  sea. 

d)  By  G.I. S.,  stations  s 
Nothing  to  report. 

e )  By  naval  forces ; 
Not h I. ng  to  r e p or t . 

IV .  Current  U-br jat  operations  1 

U  81  (Krieg)  commenced  the  return  passage  from 

CP  2389  with  one  stern  torpedo  left  and  was  ordered 

to  make  for  Salanis  for  repairs  and  replenishing. 

U  458  (Diggins)  commenced  the  return  passage  after 
his  periscope  broke  off  for  an  unknown  reason  and 
his  multi-unit  hydrophones  and  D/F  gear  failed  after 
attacking  a  convoy  (see  III, A. a. 2). 

U  330  (Boether)  has  commenced  the  return  passage  in 
compliance  with  the  orders  received. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats: 

1532/1  July  as  in  III.A.b.4, 

1658/1  July  as  in  III.A.d.l. 

1945/1  July  and  2139/1  July  as  in  III. A. d. 2. 

014  7/2  July  as  in  III. A. d. 3. 

V.  a)  Successes  s 

Nothing  to  re p or t . 
b )    Losses. o 

Nothing  to  report. 

V I .  Ge  ner a  1  s  j^iajtion  t 
Nothing  to  report, 

(Signed)       Kreisch, 


■US' 
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2  July  194- 


I. 


— --I 


II. 


a)   Daily,  U^boat^ositions^jjfc   0.800  according 
tjl Jiaxajy^r id , j&aarejs  i 


A.  Igstern  Jje .cl_i terra ne an s 

U  380  CH  75   (homeward  bound), 

U  56^  CH  74, 

U  593  CH  94, 

IT  6i7  CH  74, 

U  458  CH  75   (homeward  bound), 

U  375  CH  8% 

U  409  CH  84. 


*R 


JAsJbexn^J^JytjTr^n^ajn  s 

U  453  CO   54, 

U  81     CP  27   (homeward   bound). 

b)  ^ "boats  homeward,  and   outward,  bound  from 
0800~to   QgQOs  '  ■ 

Nothing  to  report. 

c)  In  port    (at   0800)- s 

1)  Spezia;     U  410,   616, 

2)  Polas  U  596. 

3)  Toulons     U  73 ?   371,   407,   431,   561. 

Air  iiejpnraA^aane^  ° 

a)  FQ^terji Jle^.t^J7tnean s 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Oran. 

fr )  Eastern  Med 3 terranesm s 

Reconnaissance  from  Alexandria  as  far  as  Benghazi, 
Sicilian  Channel. 

Ill,  Reports  on  the,  enemy; i 

A.  Western.  lied iter ranean i 

a)  By__ U-jgoa ts  ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 


1)  0940/2  July  CH  9525  1  destroyer,  easterly 

course,  high  speed. 

2)  1130/2  July  CJ  7924  11  M.T.B.s,  easterly 

course,  high  speed. 

3)  1135/2  July  CJ  7926  1  battleship,  4 

destroyers,  easterly  course,  moderate 
speed. 
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c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 

According  to  radio  intercept  service  there 
are  either  convoy  movements  or  movements  of 
naval  forces  in  the  Oran-Algiers  area. 

d)  P.v.  .0 ».  I, .  S. . ,  .stations,  s 

1630/2  July  1  aircraft  carrier  of  the 

"Illustrious"  class,  accompanied  by 
5  destroyers,  put  out  into  the 
Mediterranean  from  Gibraltar. 
Until  2200  she  was  observed  to  be 
engaged  in  gunnery  practice  east  of 
Gibraltar,  she  then  disappeared 
towards  the  Mediterranean. 

e)  By,  .naval  forces  % 

Nothing  to  report. 
B •  Eastern  Mediterranean 1 
a)  By  U-boats 


Nothing  to  report, 
*b)  By  air  reconnaissance  1 

1)  1000  CO  9348  11  freighters,  6  escort 

vessels,  easterly  course, 
moderate  speed. 

2)  1705  CO  73II  3  medium-sized  freighters, 

course  45°« 

3)  1810  CO  4393  1  medium-sized  naval  vessel, 

course  80°,  high  speed. 

c )  By  radio  Intercept  service ; 

1)  0200/2  July  CO  6772-5998  bearings  were 

taken  on  several  ships. 

2)  Very  lively  convoy  activity  off  the  coast 
of  Cyrenaica. 

d)  Bjy^G^JiJiSAp<sjfcaticjns  s 

Nothing  to  report. 

e)  By  naval,  f  orce s  s 
Nothing  to  report. 

IV .       Current  U-boat  operations s 


Report    of    enemy  movements  as   in  III.A.d  was 
transmitted  to  the  boats. 

V ,  a )    Successes, 1 

Nothing  to  report, 
confidential 
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b)   Losses: 

Nothing  to  report. 
V 1 .   Ge.ner_al  ,sitiiatj,^n  s 

1)  According  to  an  agent's  report,  the  82nd 
American  Airborne  Division  will  probably  be 
transferred  to  Tunisia.  The  very  fact  that  the 
Airborne  Division  is  being  transferred  indicates 
that  the  preparations  for  the  operation  planned 
(landing  operation)  are  being  particularly 
accelerated. 

2)  It  was  planned  to  dispatch  a  boat  to  operate  in 
the  Philippeville-Bone  area  as  far  as  9°  E 
because  of  the  heavy  traffic  running  there  at 
the  time.  The  Italian  Navy  is  against  this 

plan  as  Italian  U-boats  are  operating  in  this  area. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


3  July  1943 


■£•    a)  Daily  UrJ^^X.-^J^'^'^PJ^--^..J^9P   accoj^ding  to 
najval  .,Tgr id  ^j^uaresl 

A.  Wester  n_Jfejjit err  a neaji  i 

U  38O  CH  57  (homeward  bound), 
17  593  CH  94, 
U  r:65  CH  74, 
U  61?  CH  74, 
u  375  ch  83, 

U  409   CH  84  .; 

U  458  CH  81    (homeward   bound) . 

B.  Es^gterji  Me d i t e rra, nea. n ; 

U  453   CO  49, 

U  81     CO  62    (homeward   bound). 

b)   U-boats   homeward   and   outward  Jbqund  from 
QgOO  tcToSffOs 

U  371   put   out  from  Toulon  for   the  Western 
Mediterranean  at   1800  on  3  July. 

°)  In__&qrt .  t (at   08.00),  1 

.     1)   Spezias     U  410,   6l6. 

2)  Polas  U  596. 

3)  Toulons     U  739   371,   407,  431,   561. 
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1 1 .       Air_._reconnaissance  % 

a)  Jjfe  sj  ern  Med  it  er  ra  nean  s 
Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers, 

b)  Eastern  Mediterranean? 

Reconnaissance  of  Cyrenaica,   Sicilian  Channel.. 

^ I ^ •     Reports   on  the^ja  nejny s 

A.   Western,  Medi^tjgrranean ; 

a)  j^,.IJ-iloa,ts; 

Nothing  to  report. 

tO  Bjrjaar. -£g-c  QAgLa, i  s  s  a  nc  e  s 

1)  1858/2  July  CH  8364  3  freighters  of  7,000 
GRT  each,  easterly  course,  moderate 
speed „ 


2)  0850/3  July  CJ  7853  9  medium-sized  units, 

easterly  course, 

3)  1810/3  July  CH  9527  1  destroyer,  course 

300°,  moderate  speed. 

4)  1950/3  July  CJ  7675  4  ships,  1  escort 

vessel,  course  80°. 

5)  2045/3  July  CE  9186  1  merchant  ship  not 

exceeding  3? 000  GRT-  1  escort  vessel, 
course  100°,  speed  8  knots. 

6)  IO3O/3  July  CH  9-143  2  large  freighters, 

c)  By  r.adj-^JLjit ojrcQ PJl J? S^yj-S9- ° 
Nothing  to  report. 

1)  O9OO/3  July  the  battleship  "Howe"  put  in 

to  Gibraltar  from  the  Mediterranean 
and  at  1000/3  July  she  was  joined  by 
the  battleship  "King  George  V". 

2)  0730/3  July  1  aircraft  carrier  of  the 

"Illustrious"  class  was  sighted  from 
Gibraltar  turning  about  with  course 
set  for  the  Mediterranean. 

3)  I6OO/3  July  Gibraltar:  the  "Nelson",  the 

"Rodney",  4  destroyers,  making  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

4")  1520/3  July  1  aircraft  carrier  of.  the 
"Illustrious"  class »  5  destroyers 
sighted  from  Gibraltar  in  the  east. 

- '  52- 
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They  joined  the  battleships  that  had 
put  out  for  the  Mediterranean. 

5)  a)  0335/3  July  Ceuta:   28  units,  including 

1  transport  with  2  funnels. 

b)  1530/3  July  Cape  Tres  Forcass   24  large 
steamers ?  2  tankers,  1  destroyer, 
4  anti-submarine  vessels,  easterly 
course . 

6)  1000/3  July  Gibraltar s  3  troopships 

probably  medium- si zed,  3  destroyers 
making  for  the  Mediterranean. 

°)  By;  naval  forces; 

Nothing  to  report. 

B,  Eastern  Mediterraneans 

a)  By  U-boats s 

U  81 5   0250/3  July  CO  2648  submerged  submarine. 

b)  By  air. ,  recpnnal^sa.nce  g 
Nothing  to  report. 

c)  Bx.rad i ,0.  ..int 0 rcejrt,  .s e rv,ic e  s 

According  to  a  radio  reconnaissance,  there 
are  several  convoys  off  the  North  African 
coast , 

3)  By,  JjjJI jS...._s. ta .tio.QS  s 

Nothing  to  report. 

Nothing  to  report. 
IV.   Current  U-boat  operations s 


U  81  (Krieg)  reported  on  request  details  of  the 
torpedoing  of  a  steamer  on  17  June,  According  to 
this  report  the  boat  sank  a  steamer  of  5? 000  GRT, 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats s 

1038/3  July  as  in  I II. A. d. 5. a. 

1254/3  July)    .   tit  a  d  1 
1729/3  July)  C;S  in  lil'-k-a»1» 
1557/3  July  as  in  I I I. A. b. 6. 
1652/3  July  as  in  III. A. d. 3  and  4. 
0832/3  July  as  in  III.A.d.5.b. 

V.    a)  Succes se s 1 

Nothing  to  report, 
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b)   Los  ses i 

Nothing  to  report. 

V I  •        Qe  ne  r  aJL_  jg_it  ua  t i on  i 

The  Italian  Navy  has  sanctioned  the  oral  request 
made  through  Captain  U-boats  (see  War  Diary  dated 
2  July)  for  German  ij-boats  to  operate  south  of 
38°  N  between  4°  30 T  and.  7°  E.   It  is  intended  to 
place  U  371 5  which  put  out  today,  in  this  area. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


4 . July  1943 


*•    a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
t o"na ya  1  \t i id .. .sjg.Uxires  t 

&■>   Western  Mediterraneans 

U  38O  CH  67  (homeward  bound), 

U  593  CH  94, 

U  565  CH  74, 

U  617  CH  74 j 

U  375  CH  87, 

U  409  CH  84, 

U  458  CH  56  (homeward  bound), 

U  371  CH  63  (outward  bound). 

B.  3a stern  Me dj. ijer r s  nean  s 

IT  453   CO  49, 

U  81     CO  23    (homeward   bound) . 

to)   U-b^a^s^oy-iew^rd^^and   outward  bound  from 

0B001  to  oFool 

U  81  put  in  to  Salamis  at  133°  on  4  July. 
U  371  put  in  to  Toulon  at  2130  on  4  July. 

c)  ln.JIQ.rt.  .(.at  0800)  s 

1)  Spezla:  U  410,  616. 

2)  Pola;    U  596, 

3)  Toulon s  U  73,  407,  431?  561. 

1 1  o   Air  'reconnaissance  s 

a)  We  3  tern  1  le  d  it  err  a  ne  a  n  s 
Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Or  an. 

b)  Eastern  Mediterraneans 


Reconnaissance  of  Sicilian  Channel,  Alexandria 
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III.  Reports  on  the  enemy; 

A.  ,]^gstej'j^Jfediterrianeian? 
a)  By  U-boats  % 

U  375 i      2140/4  July  CH  8295  eastbound  convoy. 
°)  B.7,  air  r  c  cpnnais.  sance  s 

1)  a)  0810/4  July  CH  8252  26  merchant  ships 

not  exceeding  10 , 000  GRT  with 
destroyers  and  1  aircraft  carrier. 

b)  1730/4  July  CH  8412  36  merchant  ships, 
6  escort  vessels,  westerly  course, 
moderate  speed. 

2)  0920/4  July  CJ  7916  25  medium-sized  merchant 

ships,  3  battleships  (unlikely), 

1  aircraft  carrier,  4  M.T.B.s,  easterly 
course. 

3)  0825/4  July  CH  8296  2  destroyers,  easterly 

course,  moderate  speed. 

4)  0835/4  July  CH  8372,1  freighter,  westerly 

course,  low  speed. 

5)  1435/4  July  CJ  7924  5  freighters,  1  destroyer, 

2  M.T.B.s,  easterly  course,  half  speed. 

Nothing  to  report. 
3)  By;  G.T..S.  stations s 

1)  2215/3  July  Gibraltar s  1  "Cairo"  class 

cruiser . 
2340/3  July  1  "Aurora"  class  cruiser  put 
out  in  to  the  Mediterranean. 

2)  Until  0510/4  July  Tangier;  104  units,  some 

very  large,  making  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

e )  By  riaval  forces ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Easter  n  Mod jit err  a  nean  8 

a)  By  Urjb^qats; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  .air,  r e cpnnaiss ance ; 

1)  0807/4  July  CF  8167  6  medium-sized 

freighters,  5  escort  units,  course  20°. 
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2)  0857/4  July  CP  7196  14  medium-sized 

freighters,  5  escort  vessels, 
easterly  course, 

3)  1605/4  July  CO  5476  1  destroyer,  course  135°= 
c)  By  radio  intercept  service: 

1)  According  to  radio  intercept  service  there 
is  very  active  convoy  traffic  off  the 
coast  of  North  Africa. 

2)  There  are  units  of  the  Alexandria  naval 
forces  at  sea. 

3 )  By-..-Q »-X'-S_.  stat ions  1 

Nothing  to  report. 
e )   Bjy^j-iaval._j^orce^i s 

Nothing  to  report. 

IV ,        C ur re nt...  U ^b  oat. _^ope r .a t iotns  s    • 

U  271  (Mehl)  received  as  his  attack  area  the  area 
between  4°  30'  and  7°  E  south  of  3 8°  N. 

In  case  of  strong  anti-submarine  operations  in  the 
operational  area,  U  45,3  (v.Schlippenbach)  was 
ordered  to  make  a  detour  to  the  east  along  the 
enemy  traffic  route  and  to  report  his  position  by 
short  signal  at  the  time  of  commencing  his  passage 
to  the  east. 

U.,565  (Franken)  and  U.612  (Brandi)  were  requested  to 
make  a  position  report  by  short  signal  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  conjecture  that  the  enemy,  which  had 
disappeared,  was  making  for  the  east  from  Ceuta  and 
cruising  along  under  cover  of  the  coast,  was  passed 
on  to  the  boats,  Both  boats  were  granted  freedom  of 
action  against  all  targets,  although  operations 
against  the  warships,  which  Included  a  cruiser  as 
well  as  large  tankers  and  transports  reported  as 
targets  by  radio  message  on  23  June,  offered  little 
likelihood  of  success.  Both  boats  reported  the 
following  positions?  IT  565  at  0105  from  CH  7557 
and  U  617  at  0026  from  CG  9613. 

U  ,3,71  was  returning  to  Toulon  as  his  attack 
periscope  had  been  very  difficult  to  move  since  the 
deep  diving  trial, 

U  3,7,5  reported  a,  success  (see  V.a)  and  commenced 
the  return  passage  to  Toulon  as  a  result  of  the 
failure  of  the  multi-unit  hydrophones, 

U  458  (Diggins)  at  0200  on  6  July  and  U  360 
jifi  "(Roether)  at  0900  on  6  July  intended  to  cross  42° 

to  the  north, 
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The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats? 

0857/4  July  as  in  III.A.d.l. 
I34O/4  July  as  in  III.A.b.l. 

V.  a)  .Sue c esse s ; 

U  375  (Koenenkamp)  sank  a  freighter  of  8,000 
GRT  belonging  to  an  eastbound  convoy  on  4  July 
at  2140  in  CH  8295. 

b)  ho s_s.es.  1 

Nothing  to  report. 

V I .  General  situation 1 

In  accordance  with  instructions  issued  by  the 
Italian  Navy,  operations  in  the  area  between  22° 
and  24°  E  were  for  the  time  being  suspended  for 
German  U-boats  because  of  E-boat  operations  there: 
U  453?  therefore,  was  ordered  not  to  enter  this 
area  or  else  to  leave  it  immediately. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


5  July  194^ 


I .    a )  DailY_U^bj?aj:_jp^^  .aj^ccrditT.g 

to,  naval  grid  jjj^aros,; 


A.  Wes,t,ej'^_i^d j. t^^r^n^a n g 

U  38O  CH  68  (homeward  bound), 

U  593  CH  94, 

U  565  CH  75 

U  617  CH  96, 

U  409  CH  84, 

U  375  CH  83  (homeward  bound) , 

U  458  CH  65  (homeward  bound) . 

B.  East erj.1  jVIedit  cjrr  anean  1 
U  453  CO  49. 

b)  U-boats  Jioineward  and  outward  bound  from 

Nothing  to  report. 

°)  XrL-EQrt  tLat_0800),  g 

<*  1)    Spezias  U  410,    6l6. 

**  2)    Polas  IJ  596. 

3)  Toulon:  U  73 ,  371,   467,  431,   561. 

4)  Salamiss  U  81. 
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1 1  •       Alr^recpjanais^ance  s 

®)  Western  Med  it  er  r.anean  s 

Reconnaissance   as  far   as  Algiers. 

b )  Eas, tern  Mediter ranean ; 

Reconnaissance   of  the  Nile  Delta,  Alexandria  as 
far   as  Benghazi. 

Ill,     V^es>oxX^SXi-J:)^.-SJ1^Cl s 

A.  We s.ter n  Me  d i t e rranean s 

a)  By,  ^."tlQatss 

U  593s  1543/5  July  CH  9544  eastbound  convoy, 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 


1)  0855/5  July  CH  9191  1  freighter,  1  escort 

vessel,  course  130°,  moderate  speed. 

2)  1400/5  July  CJ  7824  4  destroyers,  easterly 

course,  high  speed. 

3)  1925/5  July  CH  9546  1  destroyer,  course  90°, 

moderate  speed. 

4)  1934/5  July  CH  9568  15  merchant  ships, 

several  destroyers,  apparently  at 
anchor, 

c )  By  radio  intercejit^sorvice  s 

Nothing  to  report, 

3)  By. Jj ..Lit., s^jtions  s 

1)  0715/5  July  bottle ships  of  the  "King 

George  V"  class  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  making  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

2)  2130/5  July  Straits  of  Gibraltar  32  medium- 

sized  steamers,  1  small  steamer, 

3  small  tankers,  5  landing  ships  (tank), 

4  gunboats  making  for  the 
Me  d  i  t  e  r  r  a  ne  a  n . 

e)  By  .nava.1  JTor cos  s 

Nothing  to  report. 

B»   Ea^J^rj^Jiejaj^terranean; 

a )  IL^-jJrJbpijt-Ll 

Nothing  to  report. 
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b)  By  air  reconnaissances 

1)  0945/5  July  CN  2162  9  medium-sized  unite, 

nor  t  hwe  s  t  e r  1  y  c  our  s e  . 

2)  1745/5  July  CP  7352  6  medium-sized    steamers, 

4   patrol  vessels,    course   2o5°,   moderate 
speed. 

c)  BXJga dJLo_ J. n."t\eXc,e  P"fa  ,sej.vi ce  s 
Nothing  to  report. 

Nothing  to  report. 
e)   By  naval  forces  s 
Nothing  to  report, 
IV.       Current  U-boat   operations  s 


I.  --»-.-*-  £--■*= 


U  453    (v.Schlippenbach)    and  IJ_5,93   (Kelbling)   were 
requested   to  make   a   position  report,     U  453  reported 
at   0341  from  CO  5712,     U  593  reported   a  success. 

U^Jj^   (Koenenkamp)    intended   to  cross  42°  N  to  the 
north  at   06 00  on  7  July. 

ILJL2Z   (Bruller)    put   in  again  after  the   trimming  trial 
as  the   pressure  hull  gland   of  the  forv/ard   aerial 
leaks  very  badly.     He   intends   to   put   out   again  at 
1800  on  6  July. 

The  following  reports   of  enemy  movements  vi?ere 
transmitted   to  the   boats  § 

1013/5  July  as  in  III, A, d. I. 
1627/5  July  as  in  III.A.b.l. 
0422/6   July  as   in  III. A, d. 2. 

V,  a)   Successes; 

U  593  (Kelbling)  sank  a  steamer  of  8,000  GRT 
belonging  to  an  eastbound  convoy  at  1543  on 
5  July  in  CH  9544,  15  miles  west northwest  of 
Cape  Corbelin. 

b)  Los ses 1 

Nothing  to  report. 

V I ,  .GgLfl^jyv-gituation  l 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)        Kreisch, 
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6. July  1941 

I.  a)   Daily  U-boat  positions   at   0300  according 

t^Xjava 1_. J^i,^. . s guar o s  s 

A.  We s t  e rn  Medi terra nea n ; 

IJ  380  CH  39    (homeward,  bound), 

U  375'  CH  67   (          "              "      ), 

U  4  58  CH  18   (          "              »      ), 

U  593  CH  95 , 

U  409  CH  84, 

U  565  CH  75^ 

U  617  CC  96. 

B.  Eag t e r n, Jle^dj/b erra ne a n  t 
U  453  CO  57. 

Id 5   U-boats  homeward   and  pufrmrd^  bojmd^  ttjm 
0800  to  O'o^OOl 

TJ  371  put   out  from  Toulon  at   0700  on  6  July. 
U  38O  put   in  to  Toulon  at   1430  on  6  July. 
U  458  put  in  to  Toulon  at  1745  on  6  July. 

c)   In  port  .(at  0800)  i 

1)  Spezias  U  410,   6l6. 

2)  Polas  U  596. 

3)  Toulon s  IT  73/371,   407,    43-1,    561. 

4)  Salamiss  U  81. 

I I •   Air  reconnaissance s 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

b)  i^gs  te  r  n  Med  i  t  er  r  a  ne an  s 

Reconnaissance  of  Alexandria -Tobruk, 
Sicilian  Channel. 

Ill*  R ePPXtj..  MLtfe-  ■e,n.e,rffi7' s 

A  •  W^estern  Me^dijeri^anean s 

a)  By_, JMlQat s, ? 
Nothing  to  report. 

b )  Bv  air,  reconnaissance  5 

1)  0900/6  July  CH  9524  1  cruiser,  3  destroyers, 

course  90°  ?  high  speed. 

2)  0853/6  July  CH  9423  1  merchant  ship, 

1  destroyer,  course  220° ,  moderate 
speed, 
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3)  1910/6  July  CH  9529  1  aircraft  carrier, 

3  battleships,  several  destroyers, 
westerly  course,  high  speed. 

4)  2030/6  July  CJ  7758  5  ships,  stationary. 

Slight  increase  in  radio  traffic  between 
Bizerta,  Bone,  Philippeville  and  Algiers. 

3)  By,  G.I.  S .  s t atl o ns  ° 

1510/6   July  Tres  Forcass    convoy  of  about  40 
ships'  making  for  the  Mediterranean, 

e)   By  naval  forces s 

Nothing  to  report. 

^  •   Ea^sJi.ejr^Me^terrane^an  2 

a)  By  U-boats ; 

U  453s  1)  0610/6  July  CO  5713  westbound  convoy. 
2)  1005/6  July  CO  5721  westbound  convoy, 
about  20  large  ships,  course  240°. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 


1)  1635/6  July  CO  4978  10  medium-sized   steamers, 

4  light   cruisers,   I  destroyer,    course 
270°. 

2)  1745/6  July  CP  7352  6  merchant   ships, 

4  escort  vessels,    course   280°,   moderate 
speed „ 

Convoys   or  formations   in  the   areas   of  Alexandria, 
Tobruk  and  Benghazi. 

d)  3JL -C  ° -I^jl?_.  s.t a .±1 o jis  s 
Nothing  to  report. 

e)  By  na val  for ces ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

^  •        Cuj^gnt  U-boat  ,cj3erajfci oinsi % 

U  .453,  (v.Schlippenbach)  reported  convoys  as  in 
III.B.a  and  a  success. 

U  3,71  was  requested,  to  make  a  position  reports 
Captain  U-boats  received  a  radio  intercept  message 
at  approximately  2300  according  to  which  at  1325  on 
6  July  a  British  unit  in  position  "4238"  (position 
not  entirely  clear)  attacked  a  U-boat  on  the  surface 
and  probably  scored  a  success.  Working  on  the 
assumption  that  it  was  42°  38'  N,  it  may  have  been 

CONFIDENTIAL  -  4  6 1  ••• 

SEGTJP.1TY  INFORMATION 


16 


CONFIDENTIAL 

U  371  which  put  out  from  Toulon  at  0700  on  6  July, 
bound  for  the  Western  Mediterranean.  Had  U  371 
not  reported  when  requested  to  do  so.  it  had  been 
planned  to  put  air  reconnaissance  into  operation. 
U  371  reported  at  O3I8  from  CH  6667.  According 
to  radio  intercept  reports  subsequently  sent  out 
from  Naval  High  Command,  the  position  of  the 
attack  was  probably  37°  42*  N,  2°  38'  E.   In  this 
case  it  might  have  been  U  593?  but  he  was  however 
not  asked  to  make  a  position  report  because  of  the 
heavy  enemy  naval  forces  running  through  his  area 
at  the  moment. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats s 

1318  as  in  III.A.b.l. 
1823  as  in  III,ABb.2, 
211$  as  in  III.A.b,3„ 
0340  as  in  IIT.Aotf. 

The  sailing  of  U.„4Q,7,  was  postponed  for  another 
24  hours ?  that  is  to  1800  on  7  July,   The  reasons 
2  leaking  cylinder  covers  had  to  be  replaced, 

V,    a)  Successes s 

\ 

U  453  (v.Schlippenbach)  sank  a  steamer  of  8,000 
GRT  belonging  to  a  westbound  convoy  at  1005  on 
6  July  in  CO  5721, 

b)  Losses! 

Nothing  to  report, 

V I •   General  situation  1 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


I,  a)   DaiIxJfck0J^L.^M^Js^S§fgJ^.  P&00 ^  cj?-or  ,^  i,n, g 

tcT ,.  nayaTI^rjid.  _s  q.uajjes. s 

A •  We  stern  Med it eyra nean • 

TJ  375  CH  36   (homeward   bound), 

U  371  CH  69    (outward  bound), 

U  593  CH  94, 

U  409  CH  84, 

u  565  CH  75s 

U  617  CG  96, 
B»  Sas terjl. ^diterra^ean  s 

u  453  co  ^7* 
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b)   U-boj^s^hojieward   and   outward   bpund^J^rom 

Woo  to  W 


U  375  put  in  to  Toulon  at  1400  on  7  July. 
U  407  put  out  from  Toulon  at  1S00  on  7  July. 

c)  In  port  (at  08,00)  s 

1)  Spezias  U  410,  6l6, 

2)  Polas  U  596 

3)  Toulon  s  U  73/380,  4 07  9  431 ,  453,  561. 

4)  Salamiss  U  81. 

1 1 »   Air,  JTj^  oj^nal  s^sa  nee  s 

a)  Western  Mediterraneans 
Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

b)  Eastern  Mediterraneans 


Reconnaissance  of  Cyrenaica  as  far  as  Benghazi, 
Sicilian  Channel. 

III.  RjiXQ^t^--J?iiJiVe,^neray;  s: 

A.  y^es .tern, .Jfe d4^3rra_ne_a,n s 

a)  By  U-boats: 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  Bx  „a. j-r  r e c, °rn-naj3-.s.g a, nee,  s 

1)  0910/7  July  CH  9527  13  merchant  ships  not 

exceeding  20,000  GRT,  course  90°, 

2)  1950/7  July  CJ  7648  7  probable  destroyers 

3  large  transports,  easterly  course. 


j 


3)    2105/7  July  CJ  7814   2  destroyers,   4   escort 
vessels,   2  M.T.B.s,   12  landing  ships 
(tank),   6   freighters,   3   tankers   of 
10,000   GRT   each,    easterly  course, 

°)  By  r ad  j_o_ JL nter ce pti  s er yji.ee,  s 

Nothing  to  report. 

c1 )   By.JL,.Igiii.  .gJlMions  s 

1900/7   July  1  tanker,    2  freighters,    2  escort 
vessels o    put   out  from  Gibraltar   in  to 
the  Mediterranean, 

e)  By  naval  forces  s 

Nothing  to  report. 
B»   Eastern  Ile^jitei^a^an s 
a)  By  U-boats s 

Nothing  to  report, 
CONFIDENTIAL  ~  1*0  1  S 

SECTTRITY  INFORMATION  ' 


* 


CONFIDENTIAL 

b)  By  a  ir  r e conna ijisance  % 

1)  1245/7  July  CO  5811  29  units,  westerly 

course . 

2)  1517/7  July  CP  7198  3  tankers ,  2  concrete 

ships ?  making  for  Alexandria, 

3)  1520/7  July  CP  7152  1  passenger  ship, 

course  280°. 

4)  1553/7  July  CP  7111  1  passenger  ship, 

course  285°. 

5)  2245/7  July  CJ  3145  several  destroyers  and 

other  naval  vessels.  . 

°)  P y  r ad i o^ i  nt ere ejrt_  sj^rvice  s 

1)  Active  convoy  traffic  off  Cyrenaican  coast. 

2)  From  1500  onwards  heavy  and  unusual  traffic 
reported  from  units  located  in  the  zones  of 
Sf ax  and  Susa  to  Malta  and  unknown  fleet 
commands . 

3 )  By  jj.  I,.<S.i  stations,  1 ' 

Nothing  to  report, 
e )  By  naval  forces s 

Nothing  to  report. 
IV.        Current  U-boat  operations* 


The  "boats  U  565  and  UJ$12  were   ordered   to   operate 
independently  within  the   area  between  Gibraltar   and 
the  meridian  of  CH  8445  because,   the  boats  having 
failed   to   send   in  a  report,   no  detailed   review  of 
the  enemy  situation  can  be   obtained. 

New  attack  areas  were   allocated  as   follows? 
U  59^    (Kelbling)    between  the  meridians   of  CH  8294 
and  9455  and  U  3/71   (Mehl)    in  the   adjoining  area  to 
the   east   as  far  as  6°  3,     The   operational  area  for 
German  U-boats  which  was  extended   to   7°  E  "by  ihe 
Italian  Navy   (as   in  War  Diary  dated   3   July)   was 
again  reduced   to  6°  E9    as   Italian  E-boats   and  U-boats 
vtfere   operating  east   of  there. 

The   following  reports   of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted   to  the  boats  % 

151?    \   as   in  III.A.b.l. 

1958  as   in  III.B.b.l. 

0810  as   in  III.B.b.3   and  4. 

V .  a )   Successes s 

Nothing  to  report. 
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b)  Losses ; 

Nothing  to  report. 
V I o   General  situation t 

1)  In  Serial  Number  18247/43  Most  Secret,  dated 

28  June,  Naval  War  Staff  made  the  following  reports 
"The  sinkings  achieved  by  German  U-boats  in  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean  acquire  special  significance 
when  it  is  remembered  that  because  Anglo-Turkish 
maritime  communications  have  not  been  interrupted 
here  in  any  way,  Turkey's  attitude  is  definitely 
being  unfavorably  swayed.  The  number  of  boats 
operating  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  is  shortly 
to  be  increased  by  3  5   2  of  these  are  to  be  sent 
to  operate  in  the  Cyprus  area.  The  Naval  Attache 
in  Istanbul  is  requested  to  provide  all  possible 
information  on  shipping  traffic  in  the  ports  of 
the  south  coast  of  Turkey  and  to  send  them 
immediately  to  Naval  War' Staff  and  to  Captain 
U-boats  Italy," 

In  answer  to  the  request  made  by  Naval  War  Staff, 
Captain  U-boats  Italy  reported  the  courses  he 
proposed  to  take,  viz,  tele-print  message  19236/43 
Most  Secret  dated  7  July  1943 s « 
"It  is  intended  to  provide  the  following  boats 
for  operations  -  U_4,0?_  putting  out  on  7  July  and 
ILJpLi  putting  out  on  10" July  from  Toulon,  and 
SJsl  (after  15  July)  from  Salamis,   Of  these,  one 
boat  is  to  operate  off  Cj/renaica  in  the  operational 
area  now  occupied  by  U  453 «  2  boats  in  the  sea 
area  around  Cyprus.   It  would  be  unwise  to 
dispatch  more  boats  than  these  in  view  of  the 
small  number  of  boats  available  and  the  tense 
situation  in  the  Western  Mediterranean," 

2)  The  heavy  occupation  of  Port  Said  and  Suez  led  to 
discussion  as  to  whether  another  minelaying 
operation  should  be  carried  out  out side" Port  Said, 
in  the  area  mined  by  our  boats  a  year  ago.  This 
plan  should  effectively  disturb  the  traffic. 

The  mines  laid  in  the  previous  year  had  not  been 
fitted  with  time  devices.   Naval  War  Staff  was 
therefore  requested  to  find  out  if  it  would  be 
possible  to  enter  the  area  again. 

Naval  War  Staff  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
firing  units  of  mines  could  be  expected  to  work 
for  at  least  two  years.   This  meant  that  it  would 
not  yet  be  possible  to  operate  in  the  area  mined 
last  year. 

It  was  equally  impossible  to  carry  out  a  mine- 
laying  operation  in  the  enemy's  swept  channel  in 
this  area?  because,  owing  to  scanty  air  reconn- 
aissance in  this  area,  details  of  the  route  were 
not  known. 

rcv^^TlAL  (Signed)   Kreisch. 
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I,  '   a)  Dally  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
to  naval  grid  squares ; 

A.  E§. gtern  Mediterranean; 

U  371  CH  95 ? 
U  593  CH  83, 
U  409  CH  84 9 
U  565  CH  74, 
U  617  CH  74, 

U  407  CJ  42    (putting  out  for   the  Eastern 
Mediterranean) . 

B .  Ea s tern  Me di terra ne an s 
U  453  CO  54. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and   outward  bound   from 

Moo  ;1xl  ogoo  s 

Not hi ng  to  rep  or t „ 

c)  In  port    (at  08 00) g 

1)  Spezias  U  410,    6l6, 

2)  Polas  U  596. 

3)  Toulon s  U  7°>,   T75<>   380 ,   431,   458,    561. 

4)  galamis:  U  81. 

a)  Western  Mediterraneans 


Reconnaissance  of  Western  Mediterranean  from 
the  north  as  far  as  37°  30'  N0 

b)  Eastern  Mediterraneans 

Reconnaissance  of  Cyrcnaica,  Sicilian  Channel . 

■*■  ^ f- »  Reports  on  ,thei  enemy s 

A  •  Western  Me  di  ter  ranean  2 

8-)  Bv. JT»bqats  s 

Nothing  to  report, 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance s 

1)  1950/7  July  CJ  7648  7  probable  destroyers, 

3  large  transports,  easterly  course „ 

2)  2102/7  July  CJ  7814  2  destroyers,  2  escort 

vessels,  2  protective  vessels, 
2  M.T.B.s,  12  landing  ships  (tank.), 
6  freighters,  3  tankers,  easterly 
course , 
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3)  1415/8  July  CE  9641  1  passenger  ship, 

easterly  course. 

4)  1700/8  July  CJ  7931  4  M.T.B.s,  east  south- 

easterly course, 

5)  1950/8  July  CJ  7838  10  merchant  ships  of 

approximately  8,000  GET  each, 
2  M.T.B.s,  easterly  course, 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service s 

Nothing  to  report. 

3)  By_.^^.^..^si^tJ-_onjs  1 

0100-0240  western  approach  of  Straits  of 

Gibralter  8  large  troop  transports, 
7  steamers,  2  cruisers,  14  light 
units . 

0305-0400  the  same  convoy  passed  Ceuta  making 
for  the  Mediterranean, 

e)  By  naval  forces  s 

No t h i n g  to  re por t . 
B •  Eastern,  Mediterranean s 
a)  By  U-boats  t 

Nothing  to  report, 

"b )  By  air  reconnaissance  s 

1425  ON  2135  convoy  of  20-30  ships,  south- 
easterly c  our  s  e . 

c )  By  radio  inter ce pt  service s 

Nothing  to  report. 

7  July  Hers in  British  steamer  "Volsella" 
sailed  in  ballast. 

e)  3JL J^iy a.l,.„f  op Qj es  s 
Nothing  to  report. 
IV.   Current  U-boat  operations? 


U_40_7.  (Briiller)  found  no  escort  for  the  Bonifacio 
through  passage  at  1000  at  Point  H  (Cape  Senetose 
in  41°,  9»2  miles  away).   In  answer  to  enquiries, 
the  Italian  Navy  stated  that  the  convoy  put  out 
from  Maddalena  at  0600.  U  407  was  ordered  to  wait 
for  the  convoy  and  reported  at  1630  that  he  had  been 
picked  up  by  the  convoy, 
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U_4TQ9.  (Massmann)  was  requested  to  rfiake  a  position 
report  ?y   the  report  was  not  received. 

U  5*65  (Franken)  was  informed  of  the  recall  planned 
for  12  July. 

U  ^93  was  requested  to  make  a  position  report  and 
was  informed  of  the  recall  planned  for  the  night 
of  10-11  -July.  U  593  reported  that  he  had  commenced 
his  return  passage  because  he  had  exhausted  his 
supply  of  torpedoes.  He  was  given  Toulon  as  his 
port  of  destination. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats s 

1417/8  as  in  III.A.d. 
0001/9  as  in  III, A. b. 3. 

a)  Successes  £ 

Nothing  to  report, 

b)  Lgjjiess 

Nothing  to  report. 
General  situations 


Supermarina 


At  1000  a  conference  was  held  at 
between  the  Chief  of  the  Italian  Naval  Staff 
(Admiral  Sanssonetti)  and  Captain  U-boats  Italy 
on  the  operating  of  Italian  and  German  U-boats  in 
the  event  of  an  enemy  landing, 

I.  Admiral  Sanssonetti  made  the  following  survey 
of  the  situations 

1)  The  concentration  of  large  landing  supplies 


well  as  the  ever 


in  the  Tunisian  ports 
increasing  air  attacks  on  Sicily  point  to 
the  fact  that  the  anticipated  enemy  landing 
will  be  concentrated  mainly  on  Sicily  whilst 
landing  operations  will  probably  be  carried 
out  on  Sardinia  and  the  Levant  in  an  attempt 


to  create 


aversion, 


2) 


The 


propositions  made  by 
possible  Axis  U-boat  oper 
Sicilian  Channel  to  resis 
were  not  accepted.  Eecau 
positions  were  unknown  to 
forces  and  because  of  the 
activities  prevailing  in 
which  will  increase  even 
of  a  landing,  the  U-boats 
achieve  any  successes. 


Supermarina  for 

at ions  in  the 

t  an  enemy  landing 

se  the  mine 
the  Axis  naval 
heavy  enemy  air 

the  Sicilian  Channel 

more  in  the  event 
could  not  expect  to 


3)  In  the  event  of  a  landing,  whether  on  Sicily 
or  on  Sardinia,  the  enemy  would  have  to 
bring  In  supplies  of  men  and  materials  from 
the  west  in  addition  to  the  supplies  already 
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to  hand  in  Tunisia,  and  they  would  have  to 
be  covered  by  naval  escort  forces.   The  sea 
area  southwest  of  Sicily,  therefore,  took  on 
a  special  importance,  chiefly  as  an  approach 
area  for  the  heavy  enemy  naval  forces.  U-boats 
operating  there  should  achieve  good  results. 
Supermarina.  therefore,  intended  to  put  about 
10  boats  into  operation  in  waiting  positions 
in  the  sea  area  southwest  of  Sardinia  immed- 
iately an  enemy  landing  was  reported.   Supers 
marina  requested  that  at  the  start  of  a  landing 
operation,  German  and  Italian  U-boats  in  close 
co-operation,  should  be  put  into  operation  in 
the  same  sea  ares ,   Details  were  to  be  worked 
out  by  mutual  agreement.  Three  Italian  U-boats 
were  lying  available  outside  Leros  for  the 
operation  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  east  of 
Crete. 

II.  The  following  answers  to  the  questions  asked  were 
supplied  by  Captain  U-boats  Italys 

1)  Because  of  the  reasons  given  by  Supermarina 
it  is  not  intended  to  put-  German  U-boats  into 
operation  in  the  Sicilian  Channel. 

2)  The  propositions  made  in  conn.ect.ion  with  putting 
the  U-boats  into  operation  are  in  general 
accepted.  But  as  the  exact  time  is  unknown  to 
us ,  it  would  be  necessary  to  let  the  U-boats 
operate  as  long  as  possible  against  the  enemy, 
that  is  against  his  present  lines  of  communica- 
tion, for  this  is  the  only  area  where  they  can 
hope  to  score  any  successes  whereas  they  will 
find,  distributed  over  the  entire  Mediterranean, 
enemy  anti-submarine  activity  scarcely  varying 
in  strength.   Operating  together,  in  the  same 
sea  area,  and  against  the  same  targets  is  out 

of  the  question.  This  is  amply  confirmed  by  the 
order  given  out  to  our  own  U-boats  and  air  force 
forbidding  them  to  operate  against  submarines  in 
the  operational  area. 

3)  It  is  anticipated  that  the  number  of  German 
U«-boats  available  for  operations  during  the 
second  half  of  July  will  amount  to  3  boats  in 
the  Western  and  Eastern  Mediterranean 
respectively. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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!•    a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  aacording 

A •  j:"re srte r ri  tied. 1 te ; r r anean s 

tj  371  CH  95, 

U  409  CH  84= 

U  565  CH  74, 

U  617  CH  74 , 

U  593  CH  91  (homeward  bound) , 

IJ  407  CH  58   (outward,  bound), 

B ♦  East,eyn  Mediterranean ? 

IT  453  00  49  o 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward,  bound 
from  0^00  to  OSOOT 


Nothing  to  report, 
c)  In  port  (at  0800) s 

1)  Spezias  U  410  9  6l6, 

2)  Pola s    U  596, 

3)  Toulon?  u  73/375,  380,  431,  4-58,  561. 

4)  Sal  amiss  U  8.1, 

I  I  •   Air_  r  e^c  p^njqg.^s  s^ajice^  s 

a)  Fe stern  Medit erranea n  1 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Cape  Tenes, 

Reconnaissance  of  Alexaudria-Benghazi-Sicilian 
Channel, 

III.  Reports  ,pji,,tJio^,cjie_my; ; 

A>  FAstjern Jfed iter ra. ne  an s 

a)  By  U-boats s 
Nothing  to  report, 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 
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1)  1430/9  July  CJ  7931   8  freighters   of   7,000 

GRT  each,   westerly  course 9   with  no 
escort . 

2)  1927/9  July  CJ  7829  to   7837  21  freighters, 

2  cruisers 9    easterly  course. 

3)  1950/9  July   5  freighters   of   7,000  GRT  each. 

put   out  from  Bone  9   also  2  freighters 
of   5,000  GRT  each,    1  tanker  of  8,000 
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GRT'?  2  destroyers,  easterly  course. 
c )  §X  radio  inter cept  service  i 

Nothing  to  report «, 
cl )  BxJI«JLJgju.-JLtaJLipils  i 

Nothing  to  report. 
e)  By  navaj., __ .forces. ; 

Nothing  to  report, 
B.  Ea ster n  JfedJL t erra ne gn s 
a)  Bx  Nj-Jlps  trs  ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

I63O/9  July  close  into  the  north  coast  of 

Malta,  several  gatherings  of  ships  with 
about  170  landing  craft  (tank)  in  5 
groups,  probably  accompanied  by  2  battle- 
ships ,  mean  course  northwesterly. 

1925/9  July  1  group  of  5  cruisers,  40  probable 
landing  craft  (tan1::)  and  landing  ships 
(tank)  moved  away  to  the  east.   4  large 
ships  (probably  battleships)  30  miles 
northwest  of  Gozo,  course  330°  to  340°. 

2340/9  July  probably  the  same  group  15  miles 
Southwest  of  Licata,  course  340°. 
According  to. a  report  from  the  naval 
radio  station  Empedode,  the  enemy  was 
approaching  the  coast  at  0143. 

2030/9  July  another  group  of  15  to  20  units 
35  miles  southeast  of  Licata,  northerly 
c  our  s  e . 

2210/9  July  another  group  of  20  ships,  many 

aircraft,  15  miles  south  of  Cape  Passero. 

1935/9  July  probably  2  groups  (see  I63O) 
comprising  3  cruisers  and  45  ships, 
convoy  of  3  large  ships  (possibly  air- 
craft carriers),  northern  part  of  Gozo. 

1810/9  July  3  merchant  ships,  2  destroyers, 
140  miles  east  of  Malta,  southerly 
course j  and  2  battleships,  4  cruisers 
21  miles  eastsoutheast  of  Malta,  course 
290°. 

1920/9  July  presumably  18  special  service 
vessels,  25  miles  northeast  of 
Pantellaria,  course  and  speed  not 
reported,  and  1  large  and  1  small  naval 

CONFIDENTIAL  «&71-> 

SECURITY  INFORMATION  26 


vessel .  1  stationary  vessel,  3°  miles  north 
of  Pancellaria. 

c )  r^.J^^iQ^J.-j^t^lg^J^sjr^ce^  i 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G.I. S,  stations; 

8  July  2  Greek  ships  from  Port  Said  put  in 
to  Mersin. 

e)  By  naval  forces; 
Nothing  to  report. 

IV .  Cmxgnt. JTrJb oa t  o/pcrat  i o.ns  % 

After  the  departure  of  jJJlSQ  (Kelbling)  ?  the 
meridian  of  CH  8356  became  the  new  eastern  boundary 
of  the  operational  area  for  U_  4,09,  (Massmann)  and  at 
the  same  time  the  western  boundary  for  U  ffll   (Mehl) . 
U_402  was  requested  to  make  a  position  report. 
ILJSu  intended  to  pass  north  of  42°  N  on  11  July 
at  0000  and  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  at  0900, 

The  report  on  the  enemy  as  in  III.A.b.l.  was 
transmitted  to  the  boats  at  2035/9  July. 

For  further  operations  see  paragraph  VI. 

V .  a )  Successes t 

Nothing  to  rep  or t , 
b)    Losses  s 

Nothing  to  report0 

V I .  General  situation t 

1)  B-fiportA ,QJL-thei  energy ; 

At  approximately  2300  Operations  Staff,  C-in-C 
South  telephoned  the  reports  of  enemy  sightings 
in  War  Diary  III.B.b.  to  Captain  U-boats  Italy. 
It  was  clear  from  these  reports  that  an  enemy 
landing  was  definitely  imminent  either  on  the 
south  coast  or  in  the  southeastern  corner  of 
Sicily. 

2)  Own  Jjitjia ;tl  on  % 

In  the   Western  Mediterranean  there  were  4  boats 
.in  the   operational  area    (U  565,   6l??   409  5   371)  ? 
in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  U  453  was   in  the 
Benghazi   sea  area t,     and   in  the   Tuscan  Sea  there 
was  U  407   proceeding  to  the  Eastern  Mediterranean 
from  Toulon. 

On  10  July  there  were   in  Toulon,    2  boats  ready 
to   put   out    (U  375,   U  561). 
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3)   Considerations  for  U-boat   operations; 


j 


According  to  the  remarks  already  made  in 
discussing  the  anticipated  enemy  landing  on 
Sicily  or  Sardinia,  it  was  presumed  that  enemy 
supplies  from  the  west  will  principally  be 
brought  up  through  the  ports  of  Algiers,  Bougie. 
Philippeville  and  Bone.   It  is  therefore  planned 
in  accordance  with  the  arrangements  made  with 
Supermarina  to  transfer  the  boats  lying  in  the 
west  to  the  east.  There  is  at  the  moment  no 
single  boat  available,  suitable  for  penetrating 
into  the  surmised  landing  area.  And  yet  it  is 
most  important  that  we  should  operate  there  with 
boats.   It  is  anticipated  that  the  landings  will 
be  concentrated  in  the  areas  south  of  Syracuse 
and  near  Gela, 

4)  Decisions  s 

U  453,  was  ordered  to  leave  his  operational  area 
on  the  route  south  of  Malta  and  to  make  for  CN  26. 
There  the  boat  would  incidentally  also  be 
favorably  placed  for  the  interception  of  enemy 
traffic  to  Malta  or  Tripoli.  As  the  situation 
developed  further  operations  were  to  be  under- 
taken. 

■  j.. 


U_4Q2  was  ordered  to  continue  his  passage.   It 
was  intended  to  operate  east  of  Sicily  and  south* 
east  of  Syracuse. 

The  boats  lying  in  the  Western  Mediterranean, 
U  617,  565  and  409,  were  ordered  to  proceed  to 
the  east bound  enemy  route, 

5 -.3 71  was  ordered  to  operate  on  the  eastern  side 
of  his  operational  area  as  the  Italians  had  not 
yet  granted  permission  for  a  further  withdrawal 
to  the  east,.  Meanwhile  both  the  boats  in  Toulon 
are  being  prepared  for  the  operation  in  the 
west  and  are  instructed  to  put  out  as  soon  as 
possible  and  to  proceed  to  CJ  444 J;. 


(Signed)   Kreisch, 
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10  July  1943 

I.    a)  Daily;  U-boet  positions  at  0800  according 
to.  Jl3Jg^..^^_,]iguai'_e_s  s 

A*  rWest or n.  Med it err a ne an % 

U  371  CK  96 , 
U  409  CH  82, 

u  565  ch  7S 

U  617  CH  78 , 

U  593  CH  65  (homeward  bound), 

U  407  CJ  98  (outward  bound). 

S  •   Sa  sjbe^  Me  d  it  or  r  a  nean " 

U  453  CO  45. 

b)  U-boats  JiomeY'fard^^anc^  outward  bound 
from  '08C>Qrto*^or00  i 

U  375  put   out  from  Toulon  at   0730  on  10  July. 
U  561   put   out  from  Toulon  at   1300  on  10  July. 

c)  In  Port   (at  0800) s 

1)  Spezia;     U  410,   6l6. 

2)  Polas  U  596. 

3)  Toulon:     IT  7%   375?   380,   431,   458,   561. 

4)  Salamiss  U  81. 

1 1  •   Air,  reconnaissance ; 

a)  Western  Mediterranean; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

k)  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance  of  Alexandria-Benghazi-Sicilian 
Channel. 

Ill,  Reports  on  the  enemy  1 

A.  Xfest §, ?ii JMe  djj:  e  r  ra  no  a  n ° 
a)  By  U-foqats,; 

U  371  §  1241/10  July  CE  9616  westbound  convoy, 
k)  ¥y.-Jkl£r  r_ g c PJinais,sa nee  t 

1)  0755/10  July  35  miles  north  of  Tunis, 

31  freighters  of  8,000  GRT  each, 
5-6  cruisers, 

2)  1815/10  July  CE  9465  1  cruiser,  8  landing 

craft  (tank),  41  landing  craft 
(infantry),  33  landing  ships  (tank), 
stopped. 
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3)  0145/11  July  CJ  7688  1  convoy,  no  further 
information  available. 

0 )  By  radio  intercept  service s 

Nothing  to  report. 

3)  By  G.I.S.  stations? 

Nothing  to  report. 
e)  By  naval  forces  s 

Nothing  to  report. 
B •  Eastern  Medit errane an s 
a)  By_ Jl-bpat s, % 

Nothing  to  report. 

k)  Sy.«ji!L-£§££S;l^i§ SMJ9&S.  ° 

1)  1720/10  July  20  miles  north  of  Bone, 

escort  with  10  freighters  from 
5-6,000  GRT  each,  2  transports  of 
10,000  GET  each,  6  destroyers,  1  escort 
vessel,  easterly  course,  moderate  speed. 

2)  1700/10  July  20  miles  north  of  Tatar ca, 

2  battleships 3  6  cruisers,  3  destroyers, 
easterly  course,  high  speed, 

3)  0755/10  July  20  miles  eastnortheast  of 

Bizerta,  31  freighters,  5-6  cruisers, 
easterly  course. 

4)  1920/10  July  10  miles  northwest  of  Bizerta, 

11  ships,  course  80°. 

5)  1945/10  July  45  miles  northeast  of  Bone, 

4  transports,  11  escort  vessels. 

6)  1655/10  July  off  Bizerta  1  destroyer, 

1  tanker  of  8,000  GET,  5  freighters 
of  5,000  GRT  each,  20  landing  ships 
(tank),  8  landing  craft  (tank) „ 

2  M.T.B.S. 

7)  1920/10  July  13  miles  east  of  Bizerta ? 

8  ships,  course  300° ,  also  4-5  single 
ships , 

c )  By  .radio,  intorce pt,  service  s 

According  to  radio  intelligence,  it  was 
gathered  that  worship  units  wore  being 
brought  into  the  Mediterranean  from  the  Red 
Sea, 


d)  By  G-I.S.,  stations s 
Nothing  to  report, 
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e)  BX JFjml^Xgrces  s 

Nothing  to  report. 

^ •   Current  U-boat  operations s 

U  37I  (B/Iebl)  reported  a  success  (see  V.a)  and 
"commenced  the  return  passage  to  Toulon.  The 
boats  intended  to  be  at  the  Entrance  Point 
"Northwest"  on  12  July  at  1200. 

The  enemy  sighting  report  (as  in  III.B.b,?)  was 
transmitted  to  the  boats. 

For  other  operations  see  paragraph  VI. 

V.    a)  Succe ss.es t 

U  371  torpedoed  1  tanker  of  10,000  GET  and 
1  freighter  of  89000  GRT  and  left  them  sinking 
on  10  July  at  1241  in  CH  9616  (45  miles  north- 
east of  Bougie) . 

b)  Lossess 

Nothing  to  report. 

V 1 0   General  situation s 

1)  A  study  of  the  enemy  situation  to  date  does  not 
yet  give  evidence  of  any  threat  to  Sardinia  or 
to  We stern  Sicily.  The  enemy  landings  were 
concentrated  on  the  area  between  Licata  and  Cape 
Scalambri  and  between  Cape  Passero  and  Syracuse. 
They  had  still  to  be  detected,  although  a  large 
group  of  enemy  forces  had  been  observed  round 
Syracuse.  It  is  quite  clear  that  the  landing 
operations  were  divided  into  2  main  groups  as 
f ollows s 


Grout) 


i 


Between  Augusta  and  Cape  Passero  and  v\rcst   of 
these   points,  with  about  400  landing  craft,   100 
merchant  and  transport  vessels   protected  by 
2  battleships,   1  aircraft  carrier,   10  cruisers 
and  20  destroyers. 

Group  2s 

Between  Licata  and  Cape  Scalambri,  with  about 
300  landing  craft,  100  merchant  and  transport 
vessels  protected  by  2  battleships,  several 
cruisers  and  20  destroyers.  This  confirms  the 
decision  taken  on  9  July,  which  resulted  in 
U  453  being  ordered  to  the  sea  area  west  of 
Malta  and  in  U  4  07  being  ordered  to  the  area 
southeast  of  Syracuse  in  anticipation  of  enemj7 
concentration  in  those  areas. 

The  number  of  landing  craft  and  transports  in 
operation  could  make  a  preliminary  landing  of 
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5  Divisions  possible.  Whilst  a  massing  of  our 
own  boats  was  not  as  yet  imperative  in  the  west, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  10  Italian 
U-boats  were  there,  the  enemy  situation  made  it 
necessary  to  operate  principally  to  the  east 
and  southeast  of  Sicily, 

Deviations  were  made  from  the  orders  previous^ 
received  so  that  it  was  now  planned  to  put  U*3.Z£ 
(Eoenenkamp)  and  U  \%6l   (Henning)  into  operation 
to  the  east  and  to  the  south  of  Sicily,  The  2 
boats  which  had  in  the  meantime  put  out  from 
Toulon,  were  ordered  to  make  for  Point  "H" .  that 
is  for  the  light  41°  true  and  9*2  miles  from  Cape 
Senetose,  there  to  be  picked  up  by  an  escort  for 
the  passage  through  the  Strait  of  Bonifacio, 
Both  boats  reported  that  they  would  arrive  there 
on  11  July,  U  40'/  (Bruller)  was  then  given  as 
his  attack  area  the  region  southeast  of  Syracuse, 
south  of  the  parallel  of  naval  grid  square  3232, 
east  of  the  200  meter  line,  as  some  of  our  own 
minefields  lie  inside  the  200  meter  line.  As 
according  to  air  reconnaissance,  the  majority  of 
the  transports  were  lying  inside  the  200  meter 
line,  after  determining  the  position  of  the 
mines  and  reporting  the  positions  of  the  mine- 
fields to  U  407,  the  200  meter  line  was  made  the 
western  boundary  of  his  operational  area.   In 
accordance  with  instructions  from  C-in-C  Navy, 
U  565  (Franker,)  and  U  617  (Brandi)  were  ordered 
to  remain  in  their  operational  areas  east  of 
Gibraltar , 

As  Supermarina  only  granted  freedom  of  action  for 
Gorman  U-'boats  in  the  Western  Mediterranean  as 
far  as  7°  E  (the  eastern  boundary  of  the  opera- 
tional area),  U  371  (Mehl)  and  U  4,09  (Massmann) 
were  deployed  as"  f ollows s  U  371  between  the 
meridians  of  CJ  7484  and  CH  9385?  U  409  in  the 
adjoining  grid  square  to  the  west.  The  northern 
boundary  for  both  boats  is  the  parallel  of  CH  9355. 

The  plan  to  put  U  371  and  U  409  into  operation 
in  the  sea  area  east  and  south  of  Sicily,  was 
dropped,  as  U  565  and  U  617  could  remain  only  a 
few  days  longer  in  their  operational  area  so  that 
after  their  departure  we  would  not  have  a  single- 
boat  left  in  operation  in  the  Western  Mediterranean, 


(Signed)   Kreisch, 


-477- 

CONFIDENTIAL 

SECUP  ITY  INFORMATION 


# 


CONFIDENTIAL 

11  July  1943 

I.    a)  Daily,  U-boat  positions,  at  0800  according 
to  naval  "grid  squares  s 

A.  We s tern  Me d  i .terra neaj. 1 1 

U  409  CH  95, 

U  565  CH  74, 

U  617  CH  74, 

U  371  CE  93  (homeward  bound), 

U  593  CH  33  (homeward  bound), 

U  375  CJ  42  (outward  bound), 

U  56 1  CJ  42  (outward  bound). 

U  407  CN  35, 
u  453  CN  63, 

b )  IT -b o at  s  homewar d  and,  outward,  bound 
fJLom'-QiOO' to  OTO'O.' 

U  593  put  in  to  Toulon  at  103 0  on  11  July, 

c)  In  port  (at  0800.).? 

1)  Spezias  U  410,  616. 

2)  Polas  U  596, 

3)  Toulons  U  73,  330,  431,  458, 

4)  Salarnis!  U  81. 

1 1  „   A ir  r ecp nnai. s  sance  s 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Cape  Tenes. 

b)  East^rj^J^fe^rter.r^nera.ii! 

Reconnaissance  embracing  North  African  coast 
and  Sicilian  Channel, 

III.  Rej^rt^s^/4.JbJ^.eji^m^r ! 

A  •  Westerji  Mediterra.nean s 
a)   By;  U-boats, ! 

Nothing  to  report. 
•3 )   SX.  ^ir^re^ojin^ig,^!!^^  i 
Nothing  to  report. 

Nothing  to  report, 
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3)   ExJLJLs ^ju-Si§il2£§. : 

1)  1600/9  July  300  ships  with  invasion 

troops  put  out  from  Algiers  under 
fleet  escort. 

2)  100  ships  put  out  from  Tunis  under  fleet 
escort . 

3)  0120-0250/11  July  Ceutas  15  units,  course 

set  for  the  Mediterranean. 

4)  At  sunset  on  7  July,  a  Portuguese  destroyer 
sighted  a  convoy  of  about  3°0  ships  of  all 
classes,  3  battleships,  3  large  aircraft 
carriers,  8  cruisers,  18  destroyers,  70 
miles  north  of  Fayal  (Azores),  easterly 
course,  speed  3  0  knots, 

°)  By  naval  forces s 

Nothing  to  report, 
s»  ff-g-g-tg r jLi^diterr. anean s 
a)  %X_.  Jt~hoat  s  t 

Nothing  to  report. 

No  important  new  reports  (see  paragraph  VI), 

Nothing  to  report, 

d)  By  G . I. S o,  stations  1 

Nothing  to  report, 

e)  Bx jT^vaJ-^X^cgs. » 

Nothing  to  report,  » 

-V »       Cerent  U-boat,  operations  ; 

The  escort  promised  for  O7OO/II  July  at  Point  "Fans" 
for  U  375  and  U  561  (see  War  Diary  dated  10  July) 
only  arrived  at  the  position  at  1100.   (It  put  out 
from  Maddalena  at  04.15.)  Both  boats  intended  to  be 
at  the  rendezvous  off  the  Strait  of  Messina  on 
12  July  at  1900,  At  1500  the  boats  were  lying  east 
of  the  Strait  of  Bonifacio. 

Contrary  to  previous  reports,  II  371  (Mehl)  intended 
to  bo  at  the  rendezvous  off  Toulon  at  1300  instead 
of  at  1700, 

II  453  (v.Schlippenbach)  received  as  his  attack  area 
the  grid  squares  CN  26,  3-1  and  34. 
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After  the  breaking  off  of  operations  by  U  371 , 
U  409  (Massmann)  was  informed  that  the  eastern 
boundary  of  his  operational  area  would  now  be  the 
meridian  of  7°  E. 

The  position  of  our  own  minefield  in  the  Gela  sea 
area  (southeast  coast  of  Sicily) ?  as  well  as  a 
report  on   the  enemy  landing  situation  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  boats. 

1751/10  July  the  boats  were  informed  of  the  convoy 
as  in  III. A. d. 3.  .  • 

V,    a)  Succes ses  '• 

Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses s 

No  thing  to  report, 

V  1  •   .Ge  ne_ra  1_  _g  ituat: ion  s 

According  to  the  latest  reports  from  air 
reconnaissance  there  were  about  110  transports 9 
300  landing  craft  in  the  sea  area  off  the  east 
coast  of  Sicily  and  about  180  transports  and  300 
landing  craft  off  the  south  coast.  The  two  groups 
of  battleships  and  cruisers  had  not  been  spotted 
again. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


12  July  1943 

I.    a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
to  naval  gylfl  squares  % 

A.  We stgrn, .Kej|it er rane an % 

U  409  CH  95. 

u  565  CH  75 , 

U  617  CE  74 9 

II  371  CE  39  (homeward  bound), 
U  375  CJ  83  (outward  bound), 
U  56l  CJ  83  (outward  bound). 

B  0  Eastern  Mediterranean 1 

U  407  CN  35, 
U  453  CM"  26. 

b)   Ur,boats  homeward  jmcL  outward   bound 
from  0bS00.j^o^j>tf00  i      *  *~ 

U  371  put   in  to  Toulon  on  12  July  at   1330. 
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c)   In,  ^orj.  „Ca t_0800l '« 

1)  Spezias     U  410,   616. 

2)  Polas         U  596. 

3)  Toulon  s     U  73,    380,   431,   458. 

4)  Salaraiss   U  81. 

I I .       Air  reconnaissance s 

a)  ^jterri  Jfecl  iterranean  i 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers, 

°)   8a.§  tjiyr jn. . Mg dj^ej^rjme a n  i 

Reconnaissance   of  Alexandria  as  far  as  the   sea 
area  round  Benghazi,   Sicilian  Channel, 

1 1 1  •     Report, s   on  thei  ono'riy ? 

A •  j-'-g-g-t-e^.n,  Med i ter r a ne an s 

a)   By  U-boats: 

U  56ls   1922/12  July  CJ  9564  1  periscope. 

ft )  PX ^ iX-XQ co n?,a ris sance,  s 

1)  0900/12  July  CJ  7697  1  convoy  of  30  ships, 

easterly  c  our  s  e „ 

2)  1509/12  July  CJ  7726  1  freighter  of  4,000 

GRT,  easterly  course,  high  speed. 

3)  2040/12  July  CJ  7349  6  freighters  of  3? 000 

GRT  each,  easterly  course,  high  speeds 

4)  2050/12  July  CJ  7933  3  cruisers,  18  destroyers, 

several  landing  craft, 

0 )  By  radio  intercept,,  service  s 

According  to  radio  traffic  movements  of  naval 
forces  probable  between  Bizerta  and  Algiers. 

d )  By,  G-.I.S.  stations  1 

Nothing  to  report. 

e)  By  naval  forces s 
Nothing  to  report. 

Bo  Eastern  Mediterraneans 

a)  By  U^boatss 

U  375s      2200/12  July  3   M.T.B.s   opposite  Messina. 

b )  By  .air  reconnaissance  1 

1)    0700  in  the  Agrigento  area  as  far   as  Cape 
Passero  9  cruisers,   21  destroyers, 
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19  small  vessels.  52  freighters f   in 
all  310,000  GRT5  167  landing-  craf t . 

0700  in  the  Cape  Passero  area  as  far  as 

Syracuse  2  cruisers,  15  small  vessels, 
32  freighters,  in  all  193 , 000  GRT5 
50  landing  craft. 

2)  About  noon  torpedo'boats  were  reported  in  the 
harbor  of  Augusta. 

In  the  afternoon  the  area  east  of  the 
Catania  aerodrome  was  shelled  by  7  heavy 
units,  including  1  battleship. 

3)  1722/12  July  CO  9256  2  small  vessels,  stopped; 

4)  0105/13  July  CN  3182  70  ships,  course  and 

speed  unknown. 

5)  0120/13  July  CN  3432  1  battleship  or  heavy 

cruiser. 

Nothing  to  report. 

Nothing  to  report, 
e)  lX_naya,l_ I^ces  % 
Nothing  to  report. 

IV ,  Current  U*-boat  operations  % 

ff._-5.6l  (Henning)  reported  from  CJ  9514  at  1712; 
"All-round  dipole  waterlogged."  The  boat  was 
ordered,  to  continue  the  passage. 

U  565  (Franken).  who  put  out  on  17  June,  was  ordered 
to  employ  delaying  tactics  during  his  return  passage 
in  the  night  of  the  12/13  July  on  the  enemy  traffic 
route  as  far  as  the  meridian  of  7°  E,  which  is  at 
the  moment  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  operational 
area  for  German  U-boats,  and  from  there  to  make  for 
Toulon, 

The  attack  areas  were  allotted  as  follows; 
26  for  U  56,1,  31  for  TL221   (Koenenkamp) ,  34  from 
the -morning  of  14  July  for  U  453  (Schlippenbach) , 
all  are  to  be  CN  grid  square's,  U  4,53,  reported  from 
6355,  that  his  diving  ability  is  limited  to  100  meters. 

The  position  of  a  minefield  off  the  east  coast  of 
Sicily  and  the  latest  report  of  the  struggle  for 
Sicily  were  transmitted  to  the  boats, 

V.  a)  Successes  1 

Nothing  to  report, 
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b)  .Looses; 

On  12  July  at  2200,  2J£6l  was  torpedoed  by 
M.T.B.s  and  sunk  in  the  Strait  of  Messina 
directly  opposite  Scaletta.  The  Commanding 
Officer  and  1  Stoker  P.O.  2nd  Class  were 
rescued.  The  boat,  proceeding  in  joint  action 
with  U  375 ?i  had  been  advised  to  exercise  the 
greatest  caution  during  his  passage  through  the 
Strait  of  Messina  because  U-boats  had  twice  been 
sighted  on  11  July  in  9831  and  9597. 

Supermarina  directs  that  rescue  operations 
should  be  undertaken  to  save  the  survivors, 

VI,   General  situations 

No  important  new  events. 

The  enemy  has  brought  up  further  supplies  of  men 
and  materials  for  Sicily. 


(Signed)   ICreisch. 


13  July  19.43 


I,    a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  ,0800  according 
.to,  nay'aT^^j^^a^iares  s 


A •  We s  te r n  Med it e r r a ne a n 1 

U  409  CH  96, 

U  565  CH  75  (homeward  bound) , 

II  617  CH  74 , 

U  375  CJ  93  (outward  bound). 

B»  Eastern,  Me  diter ranean ; 


U  407  CM  35, 
U  4  53  CN  62. 

b)   U-boats  homeward   a nd   outward  abound  f r om 
ObOQ  to  OFoTi 

Nothing  to  report. 

°)    In  .port  .(at   0800)  i 

1)  Spezias  U  410,   6l6, 

2)  Polas  U  596. 

3)  Toulon:  U  73,   380,   431,   458,   593,   371. 

4)  Salami ss  U  81. 
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1 1  •        A  ir,  re jc  onna  i ,ss ance  ; 

a)  Hg-S-ter  A  Med  iter  ranean  ; 

Reconnaissance  north  of  37°  30',  west  of  3°  E. 

b)  pas t ern  Me  d i t er r ane a n ; 

Reconnaissance   of  Alexandria-Benghazi,    Sicilian 
Channel. 

I^»     Reports   on  the,  enemy;; 

A»  )lj e st ern  Medit errane an t 

a)  By  U-boats  s 

Nothing  to  report, 

k )  ,?X  air  reconnaissance ; 

1)  2  battleships  in  Bone,  1  battleship  in 
Bizerta , 

2)  1947/13  July  CJ  7687  15   freighters, 

5  landing  craft  (tank),  12  escort 
vessels,  easterly  course, 

c)  By  radio  intercept  services 


According  to  radio  service,  there  were 
shipping  movements  between  the  Central 
Mediterranean  and  Algiers, 

c1 )  By  G.I..S.  stations  s 

According  to  Italian  Intelligence  Service  in 
Ceutas  12  or  more  unidentified  ships  passed 
on  13  July  between  0000  and  0020,  en  route 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

°)  By  naval  forces; 

Nothing  to  report, 

B»  Ea stern  Me  d iterrane an  s 

a)  By  IJ-Jgp.a.t^s ; 


U  407s  0012/12  July  1  light  cruiser,  standing 
on  and  off, 
0416/12  July  1  destroyer,  both  in 
CN  3270, 

k)  By  air,  r  ecpnnaissanc- . % 

1)  0700/13  July  according  to  the  aerial 

photographs,  21  largo  landing  craft, 
5   landing  ships  (tank),  20  freighters ? 
3  cruisers,  3  destroyers  between 
Licata  and  Cape  Passero.  .  - 
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Between  Augusta  and  Cape  Passero  87  large 
and  3^  small  landing  craft,  3  landing  ships 
(tank),  79  freighters,  11  cargo  vessels, 
4  transports,  3  anti-aircraft  cruisers, 
4  cruisers,  4  destroyers,  12  escort  vessels, 
1  monitor. 

2)  0415/13  July  CN  3265  100  ships. 

3)  0443/13  July  CN  3234  2  convoys,  comprising 

30-40  ships,  heavy  escort,  course  300°. 

4)  0445/13  July  3243-3254  20  units,  several 

destroyers,  4  cruisers,  making  for 
Augusta , 

5)  1630/13  July  CO  5836  11  merchant  ships, 

4  escort  vessels,  2  destroyers, 
course  120°, 

6)  0730/13  July  2  battleships  off  Gela. 

7)  I630/13  July  2  battleships  of  the  "King 

George  V"  class,  east  of  Syracuse. 

8)  1841/13  July  10  miles  off  Empedode  1  battle- 

ship, 2  cruisers,  1  destroyer,  standing 
on  and  off. 

°)  By  radio. .^intcrcg.pt  service; 

Units  of  the  "War-spite"  group,  which  had  been 
located  on  12  July  at  2045  about  60  miles 
southeast  of  Malta «  were  identified  from  radio 
traffic  in  the  Malta-Sicily  area 5  in  addition 
there  were  at  least  2  American  cruisers  and 
the  cruisers  stationed  in  Malta, 

d)  By  G.I. So  stations  1 
Nothing  to  report, 

e)  JlV-.iiava.l ._f Q.rce.ss  ' 
Nothing  to  report, 

IV .   CvTTent_]J^Qo^^r^Tatlcms^  1 

U  4,09   (Massmann)  was   ordered   to   operate   on  the 
"eastern  boundary  of  the   operational  area  for   Gorman 
U-boats   laid   down  by  Supermarina  as   8°, 

II 225-  (Kocnenkamp)  was   ordered   to  commence   his 
passage  to  the   operational  area   (square  31)   along 
the   coast   of  Sicily 5     he  had  been  granted  freedom 
of  action  against   all  targets   except   submarines, 

U  407   (Briiller)   reported  an  enemy  sighting  and  a 
success  as   in  III.B.a, 

The   latest  report   of  actions   on  land   and   sea   in  the 
Sicilian  campaign  was  transmitted  to  the  boats, 
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They  were  also  informed  that  conditions  for 
attacking  were  very  favorable  at  the  moment. 

V.    a)  Successes 8 

U.402  (Bruller)  fired  an  unsuccessful  fan  of 
four  on  a  cruiser  on  12  July  at  0012  and  heard 
one  explosion  at  0416  in  3270  after  having 
fired  a  second  fan  against  a  destroyer. 

b)  Lasses ° 

Nothing  to  report. 
v ^  •       General  .situation,  s 

Further   strong  contingents   of  enemy  forces   are 
being  brought  up  to  the  main  Sicilian  landing 
beaches , 


(Signed)       Kreisch. 


14  July  1^4  3 


I .  a )    Da_ily_Jl-joat   positions,  at  .0,800  ace  or  .ding, 

t  oi  li'a^JJT  J^^'sc^xares,  ?~ 

h •  Wester n  Med iterranean % 

U  403  CJ  77  ? 
U  617  CH  74, 
II  [>6lj  CH  75  (homeward  bound). 

B»  Ea  sj^rn  _  Jfed  Iter  r  ane  an  % 

U  407  CN  32, 
U  375  CN  31 ? 
U  453  CN  34. 

b)   U-boats  homeward,  and   outward  bound 
from'  pHOO^TOoTxi  s  ~^~ 

U  81   put   out  from  Salamis   at   1600  on  14  July. 

c ) .  JJ1.-Ugr,t  _(at_  ,0.800 ),  s 

1)  Spezias      U  410,    616. 

2)  Polas  U   596. 

3)  Toulon s     U  73,  371,  380,  4^1,  458,   593. 

4)  Salamis:  U  81. 

^ I •       Air  r econnais gjance s 

a)  We  stern  Mediterranean • 

Reconnaissance   as  far   as  Algiers. 
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Reconnaissance  of  the  Nile  Delta,  Alexandria 
as  far  as  Benghazi,  Sicilian  Channel. 

III.  Reports  on  the,  enemy s 

A»  „We stern.  Med i te rr a ne an s 

?)  B^lJ? "Jboat^s s 

Nothing  to  report. 

°)  By  air  rec^ojnnaissance  s 

1)  0736/14  July  15  miles  northwest  of  Cape 

Senat?  5  merchant  ships 9. 2  landing 
craft  (infantry),  1  escort  vessel, 
course  eastsoutheast . 

2)  0740/14  July  CJ  7913  4  destroyers,  westerly 

course,  half  speed. 

3)  0745/14  July  CJ  8736  5  freighters,  2  landing 

craft  (infantry),  1  escort  vessel, 
easterly  course,  high  speed, 

4)  1444/14  July  CJ  7934  3  freighters,  2  landing 

ships  (tank),  easterly  course. 

Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By,  Gj.^.S.,  stations  1 

1515/14  July  Cape  Spartol  convoy  of  26 

freighters,   4   tankers,   10  escort  vessels, 
making  for  the  Mediterranean. 

e)  Bv_jnayal  forces  1 
Nothing  to  report. 

B»  Ea stern  Med  i t er r ane an 1 

a)  ly_ JJ-J^oat s.  % 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  rejyonna i^sance  % 

1)  1035/14  July  CN  3147  12  transports, 

course  20°, 

2)  1040/14  July  CN  3176  4  probable  destroyers ? 

course  10°, 

CN  3149  2  probable  destroyers  cruising 

off  the  coast. 

3)  0100/15  July  CN  3171  1  cruiser,    1  destroyer, 

course   270°,   moderate   speed. 
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4)  0250/15  July  CN  3273  about  50  ships, 

course  and  speed  not  given. 

5)  0340/15  July  CN  3173  about  40  ships, 

course  10°. 

6)  0255/15  July  CN  3297  about  100  ships, 

course  and  speed  not  given. 

7)  0310/15  July  CN  3544  5  large  merchant 

ships,  course  120°. 
1  probable  aircraft  carrier  in  the 
Valetta  area,  otherifl/ise  no  information 
available  on  the  heav3^  units. 

°)  Ity,  radio  Intercept  services 

Nothing  to  report. 

d )  By'G.I.S.,  stations  s 

Over  30  American  landing  craft  put  out  from 
Beirut  for  Cyprus  in  the  night  of  10/1.1  July, 

G )  By  naval  forces  1 

Nothing  to  report. 

-^ "       Current  U-boat  o/pgrati o ns  : 

U  .617  (Brand!),  who  put  out  on  19  June,  was 
ordered  to  commence  the  return  passage  to  Toulon, 
but  to  proceed  as  slowly  as  his  remaining  resources 
would  permit.  At  the  time  of  commencing  his 
passage ?  the  boat  was  to  report  his  position  by 
short  signal,  U  % 5 ?  who  since  the  night  of 
12/13  July  had  been  making  his  return  passage  on 
the  enemy  traffic  route,  was  requested  to  make  a 
position  report.   Neither  of  the  boats  sent  in  a 
report. 

The  following  enemy  sighting  reports  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats s 

1311/14  July  as  in  III.B.b.l. 

2252/14.  July  as  in  III.A.d. 

0437/15  July  as  in  III.E.b,3. 

0457/15  July  as  in  III.B.b.4, 

0508/15  July  as  in  III.B.b.5. 

0532/15  July  as  in  III. Bob. 6  and  7. 

The  latest  report  o1>  the  actions  in  the  Sicilian 
campaign  was  transmitted  to  the  boats. 

V,    a)  Successes  s 

Nothing  to  report, 

b)    Losses? 

Nothing  to  report. 

-488- 

CONFMENTIAL 

SEOTRITX  INFOHMftTIC  u3 


I  I 


CONFIDENTIAL 

V I ,   General  situation s 

The  continuous  enemy  pressure  on  Sicily  was  stopped, 
The  situation  was  tense.   The  withdrawal  of  trans- 
ports and  landing  craft  suggested  that  the  majority 
of  the  landing  divisions  had  been  landed. 

Further  landing  operations  were  anticipated. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


'^ 


15  July  1943 


I .    a)  p^y-x,.|Jr^QA^,.l.Rq.s^l^l0ln,s,  a^  ,08QQ  sj^c^rjcjing 
t^_^vaiLlgrid__sp^aifies^J" ;- " 


A.  Fjssterrv  J  Mediterranean  % 

U  409  CJ  78 ? 

U  617  CH  74  (homeward  bound) , 

U  565  CH  75  (homeward  hound). 

B .  Easj^ejrji,Jfedj}..tej^a;a   : 

U  407  CN  3c;? 
U  375  CN  31, 
U  453  CN  34, 
U  81  CO  29  (outward  hound). 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  £rpm 
"to  OtfcJoT"^ 


Nothing  to  report. 
c)  In ,^gr.t _(at , _0.80Ql ° 

1)  Spezias   U  410 ,  616. 

2)  Polas    U  596, 

3)  Toulon:  U  373,  371,  380,  431,  458,  593. 

1 1 0   Air  reconnaissance  : 

a )  Western  Medlt er r anean : 

Reconnaissance  west  of  8°  E,  north  of  37°  3°'  N. 

b )  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

Sicilian  Channel,  coast  of  Cyrenaica. 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A  o  Western  Mediterranean : 

a)  By  U-boats: 

Nothing  to  report, 
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fa)   By_ ^.iT^T-.eSS^lPSXrlSMXiS3, ° 

1)  1025/15  July  CJ  7935  2  freighters  of 

10,000  GRT  each,  vi/esterly  course. 
CJ  7931  3  freighters  of  5,000  GRT 
each,  3  M.T.B.Sj  westerly  course. 

2)  1850/15  July  CJ  7919  8  transports,  a  few 

small  vessels,  easterly  course. 

3)  1910/15  July  CJ  7838  3  large  passenger 

ships,  4-5  destroyers,  westerly 
course . 

4)  1837/15  July  CH  9649  6  merchant  ships  not 

exceeding  10,000  GRT,  6  escort 
vessels,  course  70°,  low  speed. 

°)  Byt  radio  jijrt]^-cejrt^,j5jwj._ce.i 

According  to  radio  intelligence  there  are 
shipping  movements  between  Bizerta  and  Bone 
and  probably  from  Algiers  towards  the  Central 
Mediterranean. 

d)  By  G0I0C  stations? 


1)  1755/14  July  Tres  Boreas  4  large 

freighters  with  4  corvettes,  making 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

Nothing  to  report, 

a)  By  U-boats  1 

Nothing  to  report. 
D )  By  air  reconnaissance  % 

1)  1215/15  July  south  of  Catania  several 

enemy  warships,  northerly  course, 
turning  to  the  east . 

2)  1520/15  July  south  of  Empedode  18  warships, 

westerly  course,  high  speed. 

3)  1725/15  July  CN  338I  1  battleship,  2  heav.y 

cruisers,  5  destroyers,  15  merchant 
ships  not  exceeding  20,000  GRT, 
we  s  t  e  r 1 y  c  our  s  e . 

4)  0245/16  July  CN  3519  1  destroyer,  20  ships, 

course  0°,  high  speed. 

5)  0100/16  July  CN  3612  1  aircraft  carrier, 

6  destroyers,  10  large  naval  vessels, 
course  280°,  speed  unknown. 
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6)  0010/16  July  CN  3278  50  landing  craft, 
8  destroyers. 

c )  jjy.  £ pA J-ii - AJitieycept  Ls.Qgy.i,c e  s 

1)  According  to  the  radio  traffic,  radio 

stations  and  fleet  commands  had  obviously 
been  set  up  on  Sicily.  Unidentified 
convoys  in  the  Alexandria-Tripoli  area. 

According  to  an  agent's  report,  there  were 
altogether  100  steamers  lying  in  Alexandria 
and  Port  Said,  25  in  Western  Cyprus. 

Nothing  to  report,, 

IV »   Current  U-boat  operations s 

U  81  (Krieg)  reported  at  1433/15  July  that  he  had 
passed  to  the  south  of  35°*   The  boat  received  as 
his  operational  area  the  sea  area  east  of  the 
meridian  of  CN  3147  off  Cape  Passero,  and  he  was 
also  notified  that  U  375  (Koenenkamp)  and  U  453 
(Schlippenbach)  were  operating  in  the  same  area. 

The  majority  of  the  Italian  U-boats  having  been 
withdrawn.  U..4J02  (Massmann)  was  ordered  to  extend 
his  operational  area  as  far  as  the  western  entrance 
of  the  Galite  Channel. 

U  565  (Pranken),  U  617  (Brand. i)  and  U  375 
(Koenenkamp)  were  requested  to  make  a  position 
report.  The  boats  reported  as  follows? 

U  565  at  2306  from  CH  7678, 
U  617  at  2334  from  CH  7466, 
U  375  at  0343  from  CN  3432. 

The  following  enemy  sighting  reports  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats s 

1726/15  July  as  in  III.A.b,!. 
2026/15  July  as  in  III. Bob. 3. 
0012/16  July  as  in  III. A. Id. 4. 
0502/16  July  as  in  III.B.b.5. 


-« 


The  position  of  further  minefields  (in  the  Malta 
area)  as  well  as  a  report  on  the  situation  in 
Sicily  and  off  the  Island's  eastern  and.  south- 
eastern coasts  was  transmitted  to  the  boats. 

V.    a)  Si] c .cesses  s 

Nothing  to  report. 
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b)    L os^ses  s 

Nothing  to  report. 
^  *  •   Gene  r  al_  _s  ituation  ° 

No  important  new  events  in  the  Sicilian  campaign. 
Enemy  pressure  on  Catania  has  ceased. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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I.  a)  JJnilv.  _H-boa_t  .posit ions,  at   0800  according 

to  naval_j^rid  _sajA.gj.jes. s 

A.  Fe,3t_er n  Me d iter r anea.ii t 

I)  409  CJ  78, 

U  6.17  CH  74    (homeward   bound), 

U  565  CH  76    (homeward   bound). 

B.  Eastern  Me  cl  i  t  e r r  a ne an  % 

U  407  CN  35, 
U  1,75  CN  34, 
U  453  CN  34, 
U  81     CO  18    (outward  bound). 

b)   II~b  oa  tsr hpmewarff   and   outward  bound  from 
03Q  Pit cTWOQ  %       ""      :* 

Nothing  to  report. 

■    c)  .In  .ppr.t,  (at  08,0,0)  8 

1)  Spezia:     U  410,    6.16. 

2)  Polas  U  ^96, 

3)  Toulon?     U  73/371,   380,   431,   458,   593. 

1 1  •       Air  jre  c p.nna  i ssance  s 

a )  F^^t6jnrJjedit^rrranean  s 
Reconnaissance   as   far   as   Cape   Tenes, 

b)  Eastern,  J/Iedit ej?rjanean s 

Reconnaissance  from  Alexandria  to  Benghazi, 
•Sicilian  Channel, 

III.     P&ElQg t jS__or^  thgT_o n e my s 

A,  Western  Mediterraneans 

a)  B^_ U-bp^jtS; ; 
Nothing  to  report 0 

b)  By  a irT_r ecojma^is.^ anc e, s 

1615  CJ  7814  30  ships,  including  some  naval 
craft,  easterly  course. 

c)  By  radio, .J.ntejrccvpjb.. service  : 
Nothing  to  report. 

d )  By  G.I.S,  stations s 

1)    2000/16   July  12  troopships   put   in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the  west. 
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2)    1310/1.6   July  1   cruiser   of  the   "Dido"   class 
put   in  to  Gibraltar  from  the  Atlantic, 

Nothing  to  report, 
B .  Eastern  Mediterranean % 
a)  By,  U-boats  ° 

Nothing  to  report. 

"b )  l^l-JliX-XQJPJ?T^^J^g-S^AQ.Q  ° 

1)  1303/16  July  CN  3215  3  cruisers,  2  destroyers, 

course  and  speed  not 
given. 

2)  1610/16  July  CO  7187  4  probable  small 

freighters,  course  330°. 

3)  1613/16  July  7  smaller  units,  probably 

f r  e  i  ght  e  r  s  f r  om 
Alexandria, 

4)  I615/I6  July  CP  72-6?  1  freighter  of 

approximately  6,000 

ff  "R  V 

5)  1630/16  July  CP  7361  3  probable  freighters, 

northeasterly  course, 

6)  I636/I6  July  CP  723o  2  escort  vessels, 

course  260°„ 

7)  1635/16  July  CO  9255  1  destroyer,  easterly 

course „ 

8)  1619/16  July  CO  598I  10  medium-sized 

freighters,  8  escort 
vessels,  course  310° , 
moderate  speed, 

c )  EX.  radio  intercept,  service  s 

During  the  night  of  15/16  July  and  during  the 
forenoon  of  16  July,  there  was  very  active 
operational  traffic  between  enemy  units  off 
the  coast  of  Sicily. 

c")  By. Jl»JLoS_,...s tj?^ons  t 

16  July  2  ships  put  out  from  Port  Said 
making  for  Turkish  ports , 

e)  By,  flayal  forces  s 

Nothing  to  report. 
IV .   Current  U^  s 

As  actions  are  at  the  moment  concentrated  on  the 
oast  coast  of  Sicily,  it  is  anticipated  that 
supplies  will  be.  brought  up  there  in  increasing 
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quantities,  so  that  UJ31  (Krieg)  has  now  been 
ordered  not  only  to  operate  in  the  operational  area 
allotted  to  him  yesterday  but  also  in  the  area. 
south  of  Syracuse  as  far  as  Cape  Passero. 

U  409  (Massmann)  and  U  453  (v.Scblippenbach)  were 
requested  to  make  a  position  report.  U  453 
reported  at  0422  from  CN  3417.   No  report  was 
received  from  U  409. 

u  4J2Z  (Bruller)  reported  from  grid  square  3273  that 
Tfubes  3  and.  4  were  out  of  action  and  that  a  stern 
torpedo  (tube  runner)  was  fired  at  a  freighter. 
The  boat  requested  permission  to  return  to  Pola  to 
undergo  repairs  and  take  on  more  torpedoes. 

Enemy  sighting  reports  as  in  III.A.b.  together  with 
the  German  Air  Force  sighting  report  off  Cape 
Passero  were  transmitted  to  the  boats.  The  boats 
were  also  informed  of  the  situation  in  and  off 
Sicily. 

V.    a)  Successes,! 

Nothing  to  report, 

b)  JjO_ss.es, s 

Nothing  to  report, 

V  ^  •        GgJiera]v  ,^sjJu^ation  ° 

It  must  now  be  anticipated  that  the  enemy  will 
attempt  to  make  a  decisive  attack  in  order  to  force 
a  breakthrough]  to  Messina. 

According  to  photographic  reconnaissance,  there  were 
ships  lying  in  the  following  ports  in  the  forenoon 
of  15  July; 

Augustas   1  freighter  (10,000  G0R„TC),  98  landing 
craft,  7  escort  vessels, 

Syracuse :  3  freighters  (55,000  G.B.T.),  1  anti- 
aircraft cruiser,  7  landing  ships  (tank), 


> 


36  landing  craft,  1  transport  (15?000 
G.R.T.),  6  escort  vessels. 
Cap? 


ip 


Passero :   24  freighters  (215,000  G.R.T.),  10  landing 

ships  (tank),  33  landing  craft,  19  escort 
ve  s  se  Is 

Gelas     23  freighters  (leO^OOO  G.R.T.),  1  anti- 
aircraft cruiser,  o  destroyers,  68  landing 
craft,  2  guardboats. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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17,  July  1?43 

!•         a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
to  naval  gricl  squares ; 

A.  I-Q g t er_n . Jfe_d iter r a nean % 

U  409  CJ  73s 

U  617  CH  86  (homeward  bound), 

U  565  CH  82  (homeward  hound). 

B.  Sa s t ern  Me d i t err ane an 1 

U  407  CN  32 , 

U  453  CN  34, 

U  375  CN  34 , 

IT  81  CN  32. 

b)  U-hpats,  homcj/ar  d^jnxd^ outward,'  hound^from 

Nothing  to  report. 
°)  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Spezia;  U  410,  616. 

2)  Pola ;    U  5960 

3)  Toulon;  U  73/371,  380,  43l9  458,  593. 


I  ^  •   Air  reop^nnaj^^ajnc^e  s 

a)  West er n  Med it erranpa n s 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  the  sea  area  around 
Algiers. 

Reconnaissance  of  Sicilian  Channel  and  Cyrenaica. 
III.  Ri)ilorJ:j9^n^iie^j^nemv ; 

A  •  We s.tejn^jfedJJ; err  a  nean  s 

a)  ExJl-bpats  s 
Nothing  to  report, 

b)  By,  air  reconnaissances 

1)  1845/17  July  CJ  7918  1  medium-sized 

freighter,   easterly 
course . 

2)  1850/17  July  CJ  7838   5  warships,    probably 

destroyers,   westerly 
course . 

c )  By^adiq  intercept  service  s 

According  to  radio  traffic.  American  units 
are  probably  operating  in  the  Algiers-Oran 
area, 
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d )  By,  G.I. S %i  stations  s 

1)  The-  12  troopships  in  rrar  Diary  of  16  July, 
III.A.d.  put  in  to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean,  and  continued  their  passage 
at  0700/17  July  to  the  Atlantic, 

2)  According  to  an  agent's  report,  a  convoy 
put  out  from  Or an  on  18  July  and  arrived 
in  Bone  on  the  night  of  20/21  July. 

e)  By;  naval  for ce  s,  s 
Nothing  to  report. 

B»  Sa  st  er  n  Me  d  it  er rang  an  1 

a)  By  U-boats g 
Nothing  to  report, 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 


1)  1609/17  July  OP  8158  3  medium-sized 

steamers,  course  890» 

2)  1615/17  July  CP  8165  2  medium-sized 

steamers,  course  150°, 

3)  1724/17  July  CP  7361  1  medium-sized  steamer, 

course  120°, 

4)  1754/17  July  CO  7265  2  large,  9  medium-sized 

steamers,  4  patrol 
vessels . 

5)  1825/17  July  CN  3465  7  large  merchant  ships, 

about  8  escorting 
vessels,  course  40°, 
moderate  speed. 

6)  1840/17  July  CN  3283  6  largo  merchant  ships, 

course  360°,  speed  not 
exceeding  10  knots, 

7)  1845/17  July  CN  3224  1  battleship  and  6 

ships,  course  0°, 
moderate  speed » 

8)  O33O/I8  July  CN  3283-3673  8  merchant  ships 

not  exceeding  5*0°° 
G.RcT.,  and  10 
destroyers,  course  330°? 
moderate  speed. 

CN  3295  2  merchant  ships  not 

■   exceeding  59000  G.R.T. 
and  4  destroyers,  course 
0°,  speed  slight, 

CN  3513  2  destroyers,  course  0°, 
speed  slight. 

9)  1820  Valetta  2  battleships,  the  "Rodney11  and 

the  "Nelson" «  2  aircraft 
carriers  of  xhe  "Illustrious" 
class,  3  monitors  of  the 


"Robert"  class,  4  cruisers, 
20  destroyers. 
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c)   By  r ad i  o  ^joter ce/qt   s e rvl ce ; 

Nothing  to  report. 
^ )  By— Q--»X-  S. . .  stations  i 

16  July  1  freighter  of   8,000-9,000  G.R.T., 
2   small  ships 9   2  French  destroyers, 
2  raotorboats,    put   out  from  Beirut 
on  a   southerly  course. 

e)   Bv  nayaJL  JTjjrjgjsss 

Nothing  to  report. 

IV .  Cur r ent  U-b.Q  a Lt i . ope j?a tior^s  i 

U  409  (Massmann)  was  again  requested  to  make  a 
position  report.  The  report  was  not  received, 

TJL.81  (Krieg)  was  ordered  not  to  cross  to  the  north 
of~37°  N.   (In  compliance  with  a'n  Italian  request,) 

HJLQZ  (Brliller)  YJas  ordered  to  remain  in  the 
operational  area,  because  the  situation  makes  it 
imperative  for  all  operationally  ready  boats  to 
continue  operating  against  the  enemy, 

IL&Z  (Brandi)  intends  to  cross  42°  N  on  20  July 
at  0400, 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  "were 
transmitted  to  the  boats? 

1212/1?  July  as  in  III, A. d. 2, 
0056/18  July  as  in  III.B.b.5. 

The  boats  received  a  report  of  the  situation  in 
and  off  Sicily, 

V,  a)  Successes s 

Nothing  to  report, 

b)  Losses s 

Nothing  to  report. 

V I •   General,  situation i 

The  enemy  has  brought  up  reinforcements  against 
our  left  flank  in  vSicily.  The  landing  has  its 
concentration  further  up  the  eastern  coast  of 
Sicily, 

(Signed)   Krcisch. 
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I »  a )  S§JJ!xJI:ik°aJ.J^ 

A,  }Ie,s.tern . He d.1 1 e rr a ne a n s 

U  409  CJ  78 9 

U  617  CH  58   (homeward   bound), 
U  565  OH  94    (homeward  bound). 

B .  Eastern  Jfej^^erj^ajiesua  s 

U  4  07  CN  12, 
U  45^  CN  34, 
U  375  CN  34, 
U  31     CN  32. 

b )  TJ-b oat  s  homewar d   andi  outward^  bjxmdr,  fr om 
oSob  To  0800 1     ' 


Nothing  to  report, 

c)    Iriport    (at   0800)  s 

1)   Spezias     U  410,   6l6. 

9)    Pola s  U  596, 

3)  Toulon:     U  73/371,  380,  431,  458,   593. 

I I .  AJ.r^re^c.orinaJ,-issj\nce  s 

a )  l9.gte.rn  Ifediterr^anean  ? 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Oran. 

k 5  Eastern  .Mediterranean s 

Reconnaissance  of  the  Sicilian  Channel  and  of 
the  western  half  of  the  Nile  Delta  as  far  as 
Benghazi. 

III.  Re  ports.  on jthe  ^jtigrny.  s 

A.  We  s  t_er ri. JIpAiterr anea n t 

a)  By  U-boats s 
Nothing  to  report, 

b )  Pj;,_ajLr^,X9.gp^naj^S3,an^fe  s 

1)  0735  CJ  7915  5  destroyers,  2  ships  of 

12,000  G.R.T.  each,  (cruisers 
or  special  service  vessels), 
5  M.T.B.s,  easterly  course. 

2)  1530/18  July  Bizerta  4  transports,  1  escort 

vessel,  southeasterly  course, 
speed  slight, 
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°)  By  radio  intercept  service: 

Nothing  to  report. 
cO  ft,Y,  G.I..S.,  stations; 

1)  1630/18  July  Gibraltar  2  landing  craft 

transport  vessels  of 
the  "Princess 
Josephine  Charlotte" 
class,  with  troops  on 
board,  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  into  the 
Mediterranean. 

• 

2)  0315/18  July  43  ships  put  out  from  Gibraltar 

into  the  Mediterranean. 

3)  0430-0600/18  July  Ceuta  55   ships,  easterly 

course. 

4)  1900/18  July  Tres  Forcas  convoy  of  94 

freighters,  1  tanker, 
4  destroyers,  6 
corvettes,  making  for 
the  Mediterranean. 
(Probably  a  combination 
of  the  convoys  of  2 
and  3.) 

e)  By  naval  forces; 

Nothing  to  report, 

B.  Has,t ern  Me id j^t^rx^ean  1 

a)  By  U-boats s 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 

1)  0725/18  July  CN  3145  2  cruisers,  course  270°, 

moderate  speed. 

2)  1655/18  July  CO  1451  1  destroyer,  course  320°, 

high  speed. 

3)  1725/18  July  CO  4896  7  freighters  not  exceed- 

ing 10.000  G.R.T.,  7 
freighters  not  exceeding 
6,000  G.R.T.,  about  7 
escort  vessels,  course 
300°,  speed  slight. 

4)  2210/18  July  CJ  9947  1  cruiser.  7  destroyers, 

course  45   • 

5)  .1430/18  July  CP  8182  2  large   and  3   small 

ships,    southerly  course, 
high  speed.   3   large 
ships,   course   280°, 
moderate   speed. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service 


1)   According  to  radio  intelligence,   the 

wFTTiF.ArrflT  cruisers  and  units  of  the  "War spite"   Group, 
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2)  Numerous  directional  bearings  made  in  the 
Cape  Passero  sea  area  point  to  the  steady, 
strongly  escorted  stream  of  supplies  being 
carried  to  the  east  coast  of  Sicily. 

d)  B  y  G . I . S ,  ,  stations  t 

According  to  an  agent's  report,  civilian  ships 
are  forbidden  to  enter  the  ports  of  Morfu, 
Limassol  and  Famagusta  on  Cyprus. 

e)  By  naval  forces s 
Nothing  to  report. 

IV o        Current  U-boat  operations  % 

ILiL°J2  (Mas  smarm)  was  requested,  for  the  third  time 
since  16  July,  to  make  a  position  report.   No  report 
was  received.   Grave  concern  is  felt  for  the  boat. 

U  ^y5   (Koenenkamp)  and  U  453,  (v.Schlippenbach)  were 
requested  to  make  a  situation  report  as  soon  as 
possible.  U  375  reported  at  2350  on  18  July  in 
.  3-188  misses  on  an  eastbound  convoy,  According  to 
U  375  enemy  traffic  is  running  on  the  200  meter 
line  with  very  little  protection.  The  boat  observed 
M.T..B.S  in  the  Malta  Channel,  U  453  reported  that 
he  has  commenced  his  return  passage  solely  because 
he  has  exhausted  his  supply  of  torpedoes. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats? 

1032/18  July  )    ,   m  ,  d  « 
1309/18  Julv  )  as  in  lli»A»Q^' 
1704/18  July  as  in  III. A. d, 3. 
0144/19  July  as  In  III.A.d,,l0 

The  boats  received  a  report  of  the  situation  in 
and  off  Sicily. 

V,    a)  Succesjc^ss 

Nothing  to  report. 

b)  Los ses s 

Nothing  to  report. 

V I •   Gencij,al  situation : 

1)  In  Sicily,  heavy  enemy  pressure  continues  on 
both  flanks.  Further  strong  landings  continue 
to  take  place,  particularly  on  the  east  coast. 

The  great  numbers  of  landing  craft  and  transports 
in  Valetta  harbor  are  particularly  noticeable. 

2)  U  375  and  U  453  were  requested  to  send  a 
situation  report  as  it  is  surprising  that  the 
boats  lying  there  have  been  so  unsuccessful, 
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The  situation  report  should  reveal  whether  there 
are  particular  conditions  prevailing  unknown  to 
Command,  The  following  information  is  gathered 
from  the  reports  sent  in  by  the  two  boats i 

1)  There  is  traffic, 

2)  Attacks  are  possible, 

3)  Anti-submarine  activity  is  not  particularly 
strong.  This  confirms  the  impression  of  the 
situation  prevailing  here. 

The  following  is  decided  ons  The  boats  are  to 
remain  in  their  operational  area  because 
successful  operations  are  anticipated. 


(Signed)   Kreisch, 


£•    a)  P^i^^rboat  positions  at  08 Op  according 
to"  navaT" i grid  , s q uare s s 

A.  Wes te'r n  Me dit erranean s 

U  409  CJ  78, 

U  617  CH  67  (homeward  bound), 

U  565  CH  94  (homeward  bound), 

B»  pas  t  ejrn .  Med 3 Jj^jr^ne  a n % 

U  407  CN  32, 

U  r/5  CN  31 9 

U  81  CN  32, 

U  453  CN  34  (homeward  bound). 

k)  N-bpat^s  h ome war d  and  outward  bound  from 
■QsOQ-ioL'-QBUSl 

Nothing  to  report, 

°)  In  port  .(at  0800) ; 

1)  SpeZlas  U  410,  6l6, 

2)  Polas    U  596. 

3)  Toulons  U  73,  371,  330,  431,  458,  593. 

1 1 .   Air  reco.nnaissance  s 

a )  Wester fi  Med  it erranean s 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Cape  Tenes«. 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  the  coast  of 
Cyrenaica, 
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1 1 1  o     Reports   on  the,  ej 

a )  ExJ2^k2SiS, s 

Nothing  to  report. 

"b )   Ey^air^  „r  e  cp nnai  s  s  a  nee  s 

0915/19  July  CJ  7921  2  destroyers >  westerly 

course,  high  speed. 

°)  By;  radio,  intercept  service  s 

Nothing  to  report. 
3)  By;  G.^S.  stations,  s 

Nothing  to  report. 
e)  By  naval  forces  s 

Nothing  to  report'. 
B.  Eastern  Mediterranean °. 

a)  By  U "boats s 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By__air_ , r^o^nnais sancc s 

1)  0230/19  July  CN  3148  2  freighters,  southerly 

course,  high  speed. 

2)  0240/19  July  CN  3145  7  units,  stopped, 

3)  0305/19  July  CN  3184  20-25  units,  no 

details  of  speed  or 
course , 


4)  1630/19  July  CO  9215  22  medium-sized 

steamers,  8  escort 
vessels,  3  destroyers. 


5)  1839/19  July  CN  3213  1  battleship, 

1  freighter, 

6)  1750/19  July  CN  2389  3  probable  cruisers, 

2  destroyers s  westerly 
course , 

CN  2623  3  aircraft  carriers, 
westerly  course. 

7)  1935/19  July  CN  3257  5  cruisers,  course  and 

speed  not  known. 

8)  232.5/19  July  CN  3259  5  merchant  ships 

(8,000  G.R.T.), 
7  destroyers,  about 
10  boats,  northerly 
course,  speed  slight, 
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9)  2°, 3 0/19  July  CN  3512  4  merchant  ships  not 

exceeding  10,000  G.R.T., 
6  destroyers ?  10  boats, 
southerly  course,  speed 

slight. 

10)  2350/19  July  CN  3438  3  destroyers,  6  boats, 

northerly  course,  speed 
slight . 

11)  00?. 5/20  July  CN  3145  1  destroyer,  3  escort 

vessels,  5  boats, 
course  240°,  speed 

slight . 

°)  By  radio  interce^t^sexvjy0^.' 

Nothing  special  to  report. 

3)  By  G.I..S.,  stations g 

According  to  an  agent 's  report,  the  aircraft 
carrier  "Indefatigable"  was  sighted  in  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean.   In  view  of  our  previous 
experiences  of  agents'  reports  from  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean,  this  report  seems 
improbable , 

G)  Bry  naval  force s, s 
Nothing  to  report. 

IV .  Current  U-boat  operations s 

U  45,3  (v.Schlippenbach)  was  ordered  to  proceed  to 
Pola  and  was  again  requested  to  make  a  situation 
report.  U  453  reported  moderate  convoy  traffic, 
with  landing  craft  and  destroyer  escorts.   In  the 
operational  area,  the  boat  ascertained  accurate 
location  from  the  land,  whereas  there  was  none  from 
the  air.  On  18  July,  u  453  fired  an  unsuccessful 
fan  of  two  against  a  destroyer  in  CN  2389. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats? 

2310/19  July  as  in  III.B.b.7. 

0715/20  July  as  in  III.L.b.5,  8  and  9o 

The  boats  were  informed  of  the  situation  in  and 
off  Sicily. 

V.  a)  Su^cj^jEy^s; 

Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses: 


As  U  409  (Massmann)  has  not  yet  made  a  position 
report  after  having  been  requested  three  times 
to  do  so,  the  boat  must  be  presumed  lost, 
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V I ,       Ge ner  al  s 1 1 uat ion s 

1)  Owing  to  the  probable  loss  of  U  409  and  the 
departure  of  U  5"65  (Franken)  there  are  no  boats 
left  in  the  Western  Mediterranean,  where  the 
traffic  is  again  heavy  as  it  has  been  before  5 
it  is  therefore  intended  to  send  the  next 
operationally  ready  boat  (U  371  on  22  July)  to 
the  Western  Mediterranean. 

2)  In  Sicily,  Agrigant  and  Empedode  were  occupied 
by  the  enemy.  Enemy  artillery  action  has  sinoe 
noon  on  18  July  been  increasing  in  strength 
along  the  whole  front. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


2.0  July. -1943 

I.  a)  Daily,  tT-boat  positions,  ai   0800  according 

JLO--JQ£val,  kr*ffi Ts&Ha£,.e.s~s 

A.  Western  Med ite rrjaneaji s 

U  617  CH  36  (homeward  bound), 
U  ^65  CH  95  (homeward  bound) , 

B»  Easte-rn  Med  it  c  rr. ane  a n  s 

U  407  CN  32, 
U  375  CN  31, 
U  81  GN  32, 
II  453  GF  33  (homeward  bound). 

°)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward,  bound,  from 

os'do  to  oTOTT  ~J^ 

U  617  put  in  to  Toulon  at  1115  on  20  July. 
°)   In  .port   (at  0800)  ■: 

1)  Spezias     U  410,   6l6. 

2)  Pblas  U  596. 

3)  Toulon;     U  73,  371,  380,  431,  458,   593. 

I I .  Air  reconnaissance s 

a)  Ko.ster.n_ . JfejljJ crrajaean s 

Reconnaissance  as  far   as   the   sea  area   of 
Algiers. 

b)  J^n storjn.  Medri ter rj?, nx a n s 

Reconnaissance  of  the  Sicilian  Channel  and   of 
the   sea  area  from  Alexandria  to  Benghazi. 
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III.  Reports,  on  the  enemy s 

a)  BxiLife. oats, • 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By,  air  r e^cjgnna 1 ,s sa nc.e  i 

1015/20  July  7917  1  medium-sized  freighter, 

easterly  course. 

°)  By  radio  intercept,  services 

Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  C.I.S.  stations  s 
Nothing  to  report. 

e)  By,  nav^L  fpPJlg  s_  1 
Nothing  to  report. 

B»  SaAtjgl'JlJfed jj^grxa ne a n t 

a)  By,  UrfcQ.at.s8 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  Byr  air  reconnaissance  z 

1)  1725/20  July  off  Avola  1  anti-aircraft 

cruiser,  1  destroyer, 
18  large  vessels, 
9  merchant  ships 
(65,000  Cr.R.T.) 

2)  18.12/20  July  CO  6769  convoy  of  25  vessels, 

including  7  freighters 
(7,000-10,000  G.R.T.), 
9  freighters  (5,000- 
6,000  G.P0T0),  o  escort 
vessels,  course  280°, 
moderate  speed. 

3)  2230/20  July  CJ  9924  numerous  units,  northerly 

course,  speed  22  knots. 

4)  2310/20  July  CJ  9974  2  destroyers,  1  merchant 

ship  not  exceeding  5,000 
G.R.T.,  northeasterly 
course . 

5)  0005/21  July  CN  3515  1  cruiser,  2  destroyers, 

12  large  landing  craft 
(3,000-4,000  G.R.T.), 
course  330°. 

6)  0020/21  July  CN  3259  2  destroyers,  course 

180°. 
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7)  0030/21  July  GN  3313  2  destroyers, 

course  210°. 

8)  0145/21  July  CK  7441  6  unidentified  ships. 
c )  By  radio  Intercept  service s 

Nothing  to  report. 
3)  B v  G .  I. .  S. . .  „  s  t at  i  ors  s 

Nothing  to  report. 
e)  By;  naval  forces  1 

Nothing  to  report. 

IV  0   Currejit_JJ^oo^t__oi^rij.ti^i^s,  2 

JL5^  (Franken)  was  requested  to  report  his  position. 
The  report  was  not  received. 

U  45'^  (v.Schlippenbach)  intends  to  be  at  the  Entrance 
Point  Adriatic' at  150Q  on  22  July. 

The  following  enemy  sighting  reports  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats: 

0257/21  July  as  in  IH.B.b.l. 

0416/21  July  as  in  III.B.b.4,  5?  6  and  7. 

The  number  of  ships  in  Valetta  and  Augusta  harbors, 
as  well  as  the  approximate  position  of  the  front 
line  in  Sicily,  was  passed  on  to  the  boats. 

V,  a)  Sue ces sesi 

Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses, s 

Nothing  to  report, 

VI .  General  s ituation s 
Nothing  special  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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21  July,  19,43 
I.  a)   Dally,  U-boat^ ^positions n  at   0800^  according 

A.  We stern  Mediterranean ; 

U  565     96?,0   (homeward   bound), 

B.  Eas tern,  Mediterranean ; 

U  407  CN  32, 

U  375  CN  32, 
U  81  CN  31? 
U  453  CN  33   (homeward  hound). 

h)  U-boats  homeward   and   outward  bound  from 
WoHblHfe  Qp :       ' 

Nothing  to  report. 

c)   In  port    (at   080 


1)   Spezias     U  410,   616/ 

2 J  Pola :    U  ^96. 

3)  Toulon;  U  73j'37l,  330,  431,  458,  593,  617. 

1 1 0   Air  reconnaissance t 

a)  KGsMrn-l^diterra.neans 
Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

b)  Eastern  Mediterraneans 


Reconnaissance  of  the  Sicilian  Channel,  of  the 
sea  area  from  Alexandria  to  Benghazi. 

III.  Reports,  on  the  enemy s 

A «  Western  Mediterranean  1 

a)  By,  U-boats  1 
Nothing  to  report, 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance s 


0807/21  July  CH  9738  1  destroyer,  course  80°, 

moderate  speed. 

°)  B.y  radio  intercept  service; 

Nothing  to  report, 

(3)  By  G .  I .  S . t   st a t i oris  ; 

1600/21  July  1  large  British  tanker  with  an 
anti-torpedo  net,   2  American 
submarine   chasers   put   out  from 
QOMTrmENT-pT  Gibraltar  on  an  easterly  course. 
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e )  py.  ffiV3.!  forces  s 
Nothing  to  report. 
E,  Ea  s  ter  n  Me  d  it  e.r  r  a  no  a  n  t 

a)  By  U-boats s 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance: 

—  rfll     >!■■.!     «IIP.H111I     ■  ■!'    -II    M      HI  I      <LV1I8.»I  ■»       !■!     ■*        Mil    l«     <■ 

1)  1000/21  July  CJ  9974  1  merchant  ship, 

2  destroyers-  course 

50°.      } 

2)  2250/21  July  CN  2353  approximately  20  ships. 

3)  2300/21  July  CN  2347  approximately  30  ships. 

4)  2325/21  July  CN  3537  approximately  60  ships. 

c)  Bv^ r  ad  i o  int e re ep t^^servj- A e- ° 
Nothing  to  report, 

d)  By  G.I. S.  stations? 

17  July  Beirut  1  tanker,  1  Greek  destroyer, 

1  motorboat,  southerly  course. 

e)  By  naval  for cess 
Nothing  to  report. 

IV •   Cixrrent  U-boat  operations  2 

The  route  for  passage  through  the  Adriatic  was 
passed  on  to  U  45^  (v.Schlippenbach) . 

HJ2&H   (Franken.)  was  requested  to  make  a  position 
report.  At  0020,  U  565  reported  from  CH  5863  that 
he  has  commenced  his  return  passage  because  his 
periscope  and  Junkers  compressor  have  broken  down 
and  that  he  intends  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  off 
Toulon  at  0700  on  23  July. 

U  ,81  (Krieg)  reported  a  success  (see  V.a), 

V,    a)  Successes s 

On  21  July  at  1156  U  81  sank  a  troopship  of 
12,000  G.RoTo  in  the  harbor  of  Syracuse  and 
scored  two  hits  on  the  net  barrage. 

b)  Losses; 

U  97  (Lieut . (3 ,g. )  Trox)  is  provisionally 
reported  missing  with  effect  from  17  June. 
(Naval  "War  Staff,  2nd  Division/C-in-C  U-boats 
(Operations)  G  5457  A 5  dated  14  July.) 
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VI.   General  situations 


As  heavy  traffic  is  once  again  running  in  the  Western 
Mediterranean,  operations  against  it  would  be 
indicated.  The  best  results  should  be  obtained  not 
by  having  an  unbalanced  massing  of  U-boats  in  the 
Sicilian  battle  area,  achieved  by  clearing  all  the 
other  areas  of  the  Mediterranean  of  boats,  but  by 
operating  at  several  different  points  where  enemy 
traffic  happens  to  be  heavy. 

It  is,  therefore,  intended  to  have  U„3ZiL  (Mehl),  who 
will  be  putting  out  on  22  July,  operate "in  the  sea 
area  off  Philippeville-Bone  because  heavy  enemy 
traffic  has  been  running  there  recently  and  also  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  this  area  is  being  covered  by 
our  own  air  reconnaissance,  whereas,  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  aircraft,  air  reconnaissances  are  carried 
out  rarely  over  the  western  part  of  the  Western 
Mediterranean. 


(Signed)  .  Kreisch, 


22  July  ,1943 

£•   a)  Daily  JJgboa j"^^os±t±onc^  at^QSPP  according  to 
naval  ^Tcf  jjcjua? esl 

A»  Western,  Mediterranean i 

U  >65  CH  68  (homeward  bound). 
B«  Ea stern  ,  lied iter  randan  i 

U  407  CN  32, 

u  375  CN  31 5 

U  453  GK  77 '(homeward  bound). 

b)  U-boats,  homeward  ^and  outward  bound,  from 

U  371  put  out  from  Toulon  at  1800  on  22  July. 

c)  In  .port  (e^-080018 

1)  Spezias  U  410,  6l6„ 
■  2)  Polas    U  596, 

3)  Toulon s  U  73,  371,  380,  431 9  453,  593 ,  617. 

I I ,  Air  reconnaissance ? 

a)   ^'""o stern  J fedjito ZJLTJlQa n i 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers, 
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D)  B_a s to rn_ jjed i t er r anean s 

Reconnaissance  of  the  Sicilian  Channel,  and  of 
the  sea  area  from  the  Nile  Delta  to  Benghazi, 

III*  Reports  on  the  enemy • 

A.  We st e r n  Me diterra uea n s 

a)  By  U-boats. 

Nothing  to  report. 

k)  B^y;  air  re connais  sance  % 

1)  1840/22  July  CJ  7926  6  ships  which  could 

not  be  identified  more 
closely,  stationary. 

2)  1345/22  July  CJ  7915  3  medium-sized 

freighters 9  2  destroy- 
ers, westerly  course, 
half  speed, 

°)  By  radio  intercept  services 

According  to  radio  intelligence  there  is  an 
Algiers-Malta  convoy  in  the  Mediterranean,, 

d)  By,  G.I.o.  stations  2 


1530/22  July  Gibraltar  14  ships,  4  mine- 
sweepers, 1  destroyer, 
making  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

No t hi ng  to  r e por t „ 
B»  Eastern  Med i terranean 1 
a)  By  U-boats  g 

Nothing  to  report. 

fr)  ly-j^^^-conna  is s.a.ric.e  • 

1)  1655/22  July  ON  3279  9  medium-sized  merchant 

ships,   course  0°. 

2)  1655/22  July  CN  3516  1   large  merchant   ship, 

course  170° ,   moderate 
speed  . 

3)  1719/22  July  CN  3172  6  large  merchant   ships, 

3   small  ships,   course 
10°,   high  speed, 

4)  1719/22  July  CN  2396  3  large   ships,    course 

10° ,   high  speed. 
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5)  1725/22.   July  CN  2367  3  large,  2   small  units, 

course  23  Oa,  high  speed. 

6)  1726/22  Jul y  CN  2353  2  medium-sized  units, 

course  60°,  moderate 
speed. 

c-)  By  radio,  int ere .ejrt._s er vice  ' 

Nothing  to  report. 

& )  By  G.I.S.  stations? 

1)  10  July  15"  ships,  2  cruisers,  4  destroyers 

put  in  to  Haifa  from  Port  Said, 

2)  19  July  1  American  aircraft  carrier 

carrying  about  60  aircraft, 
8  merchant  ships,  6  torpedoboats, 
4  American  submarines,  1  flotilla 
of  M.T.B.s  put  out  from  Benghazi 
for  Malta. 

Like  all  agents'  reports  from  the  Eastern 
Mediterranean,  these  cannot  be  relied  on, 

°)  By  naval  forces 1 

Nothing  to  report. 

-^ •   Current  U-boat  operations  1 

ILiLSZ  (Brttller)  v^as  requested  to  report  his  position. 
The  boat  reported  at  0414/23  July  from  CN  3282. 

U  81  (Krieg)  reported  a  success  and  has  commenced 
his  return  passage  to  Pola  as  he  has  used  all  his 
torpedoes. 

The  boats  received  reports  of  the  following  enemy 
movements s 

2303/22  July  as  in  III. Bob. 3, 
0050/22  July  as  in  III,A.d. 

The  boats  received  resorts  of  the  situation  in 
Sicily  and  on  the  Eastern  Front. 

V,    a)  Successes s 

'At  1714  on  22  July,  U  81  (Krieg)  scored  two 
hits  on  a  freighter  of  3,000  G.R.T.  15  miles 
southeast  of  Syracuse.   She  was  not  observed 
to  sink  but  having  sustained  2  hits,  it  can 
be  assumed  that  she  probably  did, 

b)  Losses o 

Nothing  to  report. 
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V I •       General  situation : 

Nothing  special  to  report. 


(Signed)        Kreisch. 


23July-  1943 


I.  a)   Da il-Z- Jl" n9PsJL,J2£>sJr-'t X°M '  a t_ij.800,^ac c orj d in 

to,  naval  .pS^^^s^ares  2 

A.   Western  Mediterraneans 


U  565  Gil  33    (homeward  bound), 
U  371  CH  63   (outward   bound). 

B.   Eastern  Mediterraneans 

IT  407  CM  32, 

U  375  CN  31, 

U  81     CK  77    (homeward  bound), 

U  453   CK  44    (homeward  bound). 

k)  N-boaij^Ji .omej/ar^d „  and   outwar d  b ound^  JT r om 

IT  505  put  in  to  Toulon  at  0815  on  23  July, 
°)  j£L-E2^-Jat_0800}_ s 

1)  Spezias     U  410,    6l6. 

2 )  Pola 1  U  596 

3)  Toulon:     U  73/380,  431?  458,   593,  617. 

1 1 .        Air  j?ec£jmdjj3ji£i n ce  s 

a)  Wes t ern  ,,Medi^ej?r ane an  1 
Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

b)  Eastern  Mediterraneans 


Reconnaissance  of  the  Sicilian  Channel. 
Reconnaissance  from  Alexandria  to  Benghazi, 

III.  Reports,  on  the  enemy  % 

A )  Western,  Mediterranean  s 
a)  By„  JJ-.bo.at s  1 

Nothing  to  report. 

-513- 

C0NF3DENTIAL 
SECURITY  INFaP.?ff-TI0N 


c 


C 


CONFIDENTIAL 


1)  1852/23  July  CH  9663  8  merchant  ships, 

4  or  5  escort  vessels, 
course  90°. 

2)  I82O/23  July  CJ  7911  4  freighters, 

1  destroyer,  stationary. 

c)  Bxi-<radi^inte^(c<e^t  service  1 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  ByL .0 yI»S.«»^.stat ,10ns  ; 


1430/23  July  Gibraltar  9  freighters,  1  tanker, 

2  destroyers, 

3  corvettes. 

e)  By,  jQaval  forces; 
Nothing  to  report. 
B#   Eastern  Med.it  err  anearu 

a)  By  U-boats ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

b)  Bv  air  re cpnmisjsajicc  s 

1)  0315/23  July  GN  3611  5  ships,  course  280°. 

2)  0340/23  July  ON  3538  9  large  ships,  course 

320°,  moderate  speed, 

3)  1245/23  July  east  of  Malta  6  medium-sized 

naval  vessels,  course 
330°,  moderate  speed. 

4)  1250/23  July  CN  2118  1  battleship,  stationary. 

5)  1345/23  July  CN  3231  5  destroyers,  3  corvettes, 

1  M ,  T  „  E  o ,  1  mi  ne  s  we  e  pe  r , 

3  auxiliary  naval 
vessels,  43  landing 
craft  (tank),  5  motor- 
boats, 

6)  1227  23  July  3  miles  east  of  Mersa  Scirocco, 

4  freight ers?  3  escort 
vessels,  northeasterly 
course. 

7)  1345/23  July  CN  3231  5  destroyers, 

3  corvettes, 

8)  1230/23  July  Licata  15  medium-sized  merchant 

ships,  10  large  landing 
craft,  stationary. 
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9)  0245/24  July  CJ  8832  7  ships,  course  0°. 
10)  02^0/24  July  CN  3379  7  ships. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By,  P„»  I.«,S.«.  st a tl ons  % 
Nothing  to  report. 

e)  By__Tnayali  forces ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

IV .  Current,  U^,^patT,j^ej?aj^l^ns  t 

Having  been  seconded  to  Supermarina,  ILJLZi  (Mehl) 
received  as  his  attack  area  the  area  west  of  the 
meridian  of  CJ  7724  concentrating  on  the  east. 

U__8l  had  the  route  for  passage  through  the  Adriatic 
transmitted  to  him. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were  passed 
on  to  the  boats s 

2212/23  July  as  in  III, Bob. 3* 
0333/23  July  as  in  III.B.b.6. 
0457/24  July  as  in  III.A.b.l. 
0555/24  July  as  in  III.A,tf, 

A  report  of  the  situation  in  Sicily  and  on  the 
Eastern  Front  was  transmitted  to  the  boats, 

V.  a)  Successes s 

U  407  (Eruller)  scored  a  hit  on  1  probable  cruiser 
at  1337  on  23  July  in  CN  3254. 

b)  Losses , 

Nothing  to  report. 

V I .  fe.nexal_sjJ:uxtXQn : 
Nothing   special  to  report. 

(Signed)       Kreisch. 
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I,    a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according  to 

naVaJ^^^id^s^are^s  s 

A.   WQAtejin_Medj.t^rr_a,neaju 

U  371  CJ  77. 

B«  Ea gt.or n_.  Med i t er rane an s 

U  407  CN  32 ? 
u  375  CN  31. 
U  453  CJ  23, 
U  81  CK  44. 

b)  U-boa.tr!  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
0800  to'  "CoWs 

U  4  53  put  in  to  Pola  at  1000  on  24  July, 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) s 

1)  Spezias  U  410,  6l6. 

2)  Pola s    U  596 

3)  Toulons  U  739'3809  431,  458,  593,  617,  565. 

1  ^ •   Air_. reconnaissance  s 

a )  West er n  Me d i  t  err  ane  an s 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  the  sea  area  of  Algiers. 

b)  llasj^ern , .- fe.c\^^.^P^y.3Jl2an  2 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  the  coast  of 
Gyrencaica. 

Ill,  Reports,  on  the,  .enemy s 

A .  We s^e.r n  Med it erranean  s 

a)  Ex._U".bpatg.s 

Nothing  to  report. 
to)  B^_a.ir. _ re c^.njnajvsj^nce  s 

1)  1235/24  July  off  Jijelli  2  M.T.B.s,   easterly 

course,   high  speed, 

2)  1815/24  July  CJ  755<i  1  merchant  ship, 

westerly  course, 

c )  £&. XaA io^nter ce jit^s_crvicQ  ° 
Nothing  to  report, 

d )  By  G.I.S.   stations  % 
Nothing  to  report, 
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e)  By,  naval  forces  i 
Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Ea s ^tgrn, ^Q^iterranean ? 
a)  Bx. JL-iboa ts. s 

Nothing  to  report, 
k)  By  ,airi  reconnaissance  i 

1)  0407/24  July  CN  3243  I  destroyer,  north- 

easterly course,  high 
speed. 

2)  1755/24  July  off  Syracuse  4  freighters, 

1  destroyer,  making 
for  the  harbor , 

3)  1820/24  July  off  Licata  18  merchant  ships, 

4  destroyers,  course 
270°,  high  speed. 

The  heavy  naval  vessels  were  identified  as 
follows  by  the  German  Air  Force  s 

Valetta:  the  "Rodney",  the  "Nelson",  2  air- 
craft carriers  of  the  "Illustrious" 
class . 

Mersa  Sciroccos   2  battleships  probably  of  the 

"War spite"  class. 

c)  BXX^A^ .ijiter ;cept„.  service  t 

Nothing  to  report. 
& )  By  G.I.S.  s  tat  ions : 

Nothing  to  report. 
e)  Bj^naval.. JJQL.Q33.  t 

Nothing  to  report. 

IV ,  CjarjgejitLlIr^  ' 

ILJLZ2  (Koenenkamp)  was  requested  to  report  his 
'position.  The  boat  reported  at  04  00/25  Julv  from 
CN  3188. 

-  U  r3 7,1  (Me hi)  has  commenced  his  return  passage  to 
Toulon  as  the  port  muffler  valve  was  leaking  badly. 
The  boat  intends  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  off  Toulon 
at  0600  on  26  July, 

A  summary  of  the  situation  on  the  different  fronts 
was  transmitted  to  the  boats. 

V.  a)   Successes; 

Nothing  to  report. 
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b)  Losses : 

Nothing  to  report. 

The  report  received  during  the  night  that  an  enemy- 
landing  had  been  made  near  Me lit o  (south  of  Cape 
dell  Arm!)  was  later  amended  to  a  probable  with- 
drawal of  agents  by  torpedoboats . 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


I,    a)  Daily..  Ud^Q^^^osjJiJ2njL..ajL. .P-8j^0;j^cc,or.d ±ng  .to 

A.  Western  Mediterraneans 

U  371  CJ  66   (homeward  bound). 

B.  Eastern  .Mediterraneans 


U  407  CN  32, 
U  375  CN  34 ? 
U  31  CJ  3^  (homeward  bound) , 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
Odp'O  toTggol   '   "  —  — 

U  81  put  in  to  Pola  at  13 00  on  25  July. 
U  371  put  in  to  Toulon  at  0700  on  26  July. 

c )  In  port  (at  Q800) s 

1)  Spezia:  U  410,  616. 

2)  Pola:    TJ  596.  453. 

3)  Toulon:  U  73,  380,  431,  458,  593,  617,  565. 

1 1 .   Air  recomai^sance : 

a)  We  ster^  Me^iter  rang  an : 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  the  sea  area  of  Algiers. 

b)  Eastern , Mediterraneans 


i 


Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  from  the  Nile 
Delta  to  Benghazi. 

III.     Re_Ports   on  the  .enemy  s 

■&•  v'".e,s.t. e.r  niM  Med i t err  a nc-an : 

a)   By.  U-.bqats  % 

tfFiDSNTL".L  Nothing  to  report. 
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^ )  Biyi  air  recormaissanoe : 

1)  1650/25  July  CJ  9711  1  probable  cruiser, 

course  90°,  speed 
slight,   1  small  naval 
vessel,  course  200°. 

2)  1650/25  July  CJ  8935  1  probable  destroyer, 

northerly  course, 

5  probable  destroyers, 

course  200°, 

3)  1850/25  July  CJ  9711  50  units,  easterly 

course, 

4)  0225/26   July  CJ  9524  16   probable   landing 

craft,    northerly 
course . 

5)  0232/26  July  CJ  9555  3  destroyers,  westerly 

course,   moderate   speed. 

c )  By.  r ad i ^int^j3to^X^ser y„ice  s 
Nothing  to  report. 

d )  Bx^LyI^£l.yJsJiations,s 

1)  According  to  an  agent's  report,   an 
important   convoy  put   out  from  Western 
Morocco  for   the  Mediterranean  carrying 
Canadian  and  colored  troops. 

2)  0330/25  July  Gibraltar  4   steamers, 

2   probable   destroyers, 
easterly  course, 

°)  By  naval,  for  cess 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Med iter  rang .an  s 

Nothing  to  report. 
-V •       £urj?ent  U-boat _ J^pcjrjajn^cjis 2 
Nothing  to  report. 

A  report   of  the   situation  was   passed   on  to  the   boats. 
V ,         a )   Succe sse s s 

Nothing  to  report. 
b)   Los ses  s 

Nothing  to  report. 

V I „       General  situation s 

As   a  result   of  the   change   of  regime   in  Italy, 
C-in-G   South  has   ordered   the   first   degree   of  alarm. 

CONFIDENTIAL  _.lq_ 

SECURITY   INFORMATION  -  ° 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Unimportant  documents  have  been  destroyed. 
Preparations  have  been  made  to  destroy  other 
documents.  Articles  of  a  secret  nature  and.  other 
equipment  have  been  packed  to  await  eventual  ship- 
ment.  Official  business  continues  as  usual. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


26  July  194? 

£•    a)  DgXly... H-Jboa;! J1Q.S i XX,9J^J^^Q§0SL^£S£r$i-AZ  ^ ° 
navailr^r^dT..s^u^rers  ? 

A)  I'lQste^\  Me d ite rxanean s 
Nothing  to  report. 

B)  ,E,a  s tern  Med  it err, anrean  s 

U  407  CN  32, 

IT  375'  CN  34, 

b)  U-boat s^homeward^and   out; w  ard,.  b qiind, J! r om 

Nothing  to  report. 

c)  In  port   (at  J?800li 

1)  Spezias     U  410,   616. 

2)  Polas  IT  596,   45?,   81. 

3)  Toulon?     U  73,  380,  43-1,  458,   593,   565,  617,  371. 

1 1 0       Air  rec onnai s  sance  s 

a )  We stern  Med  it err anean s 

Reconnaissance   as  far   as   the   sea  area  of  Algiers. 

b)  Eastern  Medit err anean s 

Reconnaissance   around    Sicily  and   Cyrenaica. 
III.     Reports  on  the   enemy s 

A •  Western  Mediterranean s 

a)  By  U-boats s 
Nothing  to  report, 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 

1)    0735/26   July  CJ  9135  3   large   shins,    course   0°, 

high  speed. 
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2)  0706/26  July  CJ  9568  3  small  naval  vessels. 

3)  0700/26  July  CJ  9824  1  freighter,  1 

probable  escort 
vessel,  course  90°. 

4)  0910/26  July  5  miles  northwest  of  Biznrta, 

1  transport,  north- 
easterly course,  high 
speed . 

5)  1245/26  July  CJ  6495  8  small  ships, 

northerly  course, 
speed  slight, 

6)  2000/26  July  CH  7837  1  cruiser,  2  M.T.B.s, 

5  freighters,  easterly 
course,  moderate  speed. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 

Nothing  to  report. 

3)  By  G,  I.„SC>|  stations ; 

0100/27  July  Straits  of  Gibraltar  6  troopships, 

5  escorts, 
westerly 
course . 

e)  By  naval,  forces  % 

Nothing  to  report. 

S.  East 0 Tn. J fed iter r a nean  1 

a)  By-Jl"UOaJfag. ' 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  a ir t   r ec o nna i s i sa nee  s 

1)  1450/26  July  CO  4425  1  light  cruiser, 

3  destroyers, 

8  freighters,  course 

90°,  moderate  speed. 

2)  1900/26  July  off  Derna  1  escort  vessel, 

1  patrol  vessel, 

2  freighters,  westerly 
course . 

c)  By  radio  intercept  services 


According  to  radio  intelligence,  there  was  a 
convoy  in  the  Syracuse  zone  in  ihe   evening 
escorted  by  cruisers,  and  another  in  the 
afternoon  probably  between  Tripoli  and  Malta, 

c0  By^G_«.I_« S_»._ ^s ta ti on s  s 
Nothing  to  report. 
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e)  By  naval   forces.; 
Nothing  to  report. 


IV, 


U  407  (Brllller)  was  ordered  to  extend  his  operational 
area  "to  the  north  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  Catania. 
U  407  was  later  ordered  to  proceed  to  Salamis  to 
undergo  repairs  there,  for  as  a  result  of  damage 
sustained  from  depth  charges,  the  boat  can  only  do 
deep  diving  with  restrictions. 

During  the  course  of  the  day,  reports  of  the 
situation  on  the  different  fronts  as  well  as  of  the 
situation  in  Sicily  were  transmitted  to  the  boats. 

V,  a)  Successes,  s 

Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses  s 

Nothing  to  report. 

V I .  G§ neraj]v  s± tua ,t± o n ; 

In  Sicily,  the  enemy  launched  heavy  attacks  against 
our  northern  flank$  the  situation  on  the  remaining 
front  was  unchanged. 

(Signed)   Kreisch, 


I,    a)  Daily  U-boat,  positions  at  08 00  according  to 
naval  ,gyid  squares  f 

A-*  We^e^rj^J'fedi terra ne an °. 

Nothing  to  report, 

U  407  CN  32, 
IJ  375  CN  34. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  jmd  ,outwarc\  Jbound-f K9™ 
"To  o£60s  " 


U  593   put   out  from  Toulon  for   the  Western 
Mediterranean  at   2100  on  27  July, 

c)    In  Port(at   0800)  s 

1)   Spezias     U  410,   616. 
1IH3:Il±jk...      2)    Polas  IT  81.   453,    596, 

scttrity  injphm*3)  Toulon;     U  73,  371,  380,  431,  458,   565,   593,  617. 
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I I  •       Air,  ^gcomiaissance  t 

a)  JJ^stoTYi  lied. iterranean s 

Reconnaissance   as  far  as  the   sea  area   of  Algiers. 

b)  .^sst  e  rji,  Jfe  d  it  err  anean ; 

Reconnaissance   around   Sicily  and   Cyrenaica. 

I I I  •     pG.Ppr.ts^.on_the_  .pnemy.  % 

A.  ^G^-gJ,U.J.fej3r:i'vt6rraineani 

a)  fix .Jl-Jb-Qats,  ^ 

U  593s  2355/27  July  CE  3625  1  submerged 

submarine . 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 


1)  1025/27  July  CJ  7921  3  freighters, 

9 


we  s  t  e r 1 y  c  our  s  e 


moderate  speed, 

2)  1458/27  July  CJ  8936  3  freighters, 

2  destroyers,  2  small 
vessels,  northerly 
course,  moderate  speed. 

3)  1817/27  July  CJ  8739  5  merchant  ships, 

several  escort  vessels, 
easterly  course. 

4)  2320/27  July  CJ  4427  1  ship,  nationality 

and  course  not 
identified. 

Nothing  to  report. 

c"1)  By  G.1,.8.  stations ; 

0200/27  July  Ceuta  large  units,  probably 

troopships  and  2  destroyers, 
making  for  the  Mediterranean. 

e)  By  naval  forces,; 

Nothing  to  report. 

"   B.  .Eastern,  j le d±t^ rj?_ajiea_n ; 

a)  ,Bx_U~bpat s  1 

Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By._air .  re ^ c_onna.ij_s,ance  s 

1)  0701/27  July  C.N  3148  2  fast  motor  mine- 
sweepers, southerly 

C(V.tFjI)Fmt:al  course. 
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2)  0716/27  July  south  of  Gozo  1  merchant  ship 

of  10,000  G.R.T.,  course  and 
speed  not  identiiied. 

c )  By  radio,  intercept  service : 

1)  Radio  traffic  between  Alexandria,  Algiers 
and  Eizerta  suggests  that  preparations  for 
new  operations  are  in  progress. 

2)  The  two  radio  messages  transmitted  from 
Malta  in  the  late  afternoon  of  26  July  to 
Battleship  Division  Command  and  to  Aircraft 
Carrier  and  Cruiser  Commands  probably 
indicate  that  there  are  important  units  of 
the  fleet  in  the  'waters  of  the  Central  and 
Eastern  Mediterranean. 

d)  By  G.I.iS,i  stations; 
Nothing  to  report. 

e)  By,  naval ,  forces  s 
Nothing  to  report. 

IV .   Current  U-bpat  pperation.s  s 

1)  Uj£23  (Kelbling)  reported  an  enemy  submarine  as 
in  III, A. a, 

2)  As  it  is  still  difficult  to  obtain  a  clear  picture 
of  Italian  internal  political  affairs  it  would 
seem  wise  to  move  the  boats  out  of  Italian  ports 
as  quickly  as  possible,  U  81  ?  ^6_   and  4^3,  are 
lying  in  Pola,  According  to  enquiries  made  at 
the  U-boat  base,  the  repairs  being  carried  out 

on  U  81  and  IT  453  should  take  about  a  week.  The 
date  of  completion  for  U  5"96  is  5"  August,  As  a 
result  of  these  facts  and  considerations,  Pola 
received  the  following  orders f 

U  453  and  IT  81  are  only  to  undertake  a  rapid 
overhaul  and  all  repairs  that  are  not  urgently 
required  will  be  postponed.  They  are  to  be 
equipped  in  such  a  way  that  they  could  put  out 
at  vevy   short  notice  if  specially  ordered.  After 
supplies  etc,  have  been  taken  on,  the  crows  will 
be  allowed  some  time  off. 

U  596  is  to  be  made  ready  as  quickly  as  possible. 
At  the  same  time  Salamis  was  notified  that  it 
will  be  probably  very  shortly  required  to 
ace ommod a t e  up  to  3  boats. 

Of  the  2  boats  in  Spezia,  U  6l6  will  be  putting 
out  on  28  July,  whereas  U  410  will  probably  be 
ready  for  operations  on  7  August. 

3)  An  extract  from  the  situation  report  of  the 
various  sectors  of  the  front  in  Sicily  and  Italy 
v^as  transmitted  to  the  boats. 
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V.  a)  .SiAcceg.ses, ; 

Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses: 

Nothing  to  report. 

V I .  ,Qen,ej^l_^it^At,i.Qn  s 

1)  Captain  U-boats  Italy  was  informed  by  C-in-C 
South  of  special  measures  as  well  as  of  orders 

from  C-in-C  Navy  which  will  not  be  dealt  with 
in  the  War  Diary. 

2)  The  following  teleprint  message  was  received  from 
C-in-C  U-boat's: 

"Immediate  for  C-in-C  Navy.   Inform  C-in-C  Navy 
and  C-in-C  U-boats  (Operations)  through  Naval 
Headquarters  (Wolf sschanze)  of  operational  plans 
for  U-boats  ready  to  operate  in  the  next  10  days." 

Captain  U-boats  Italy  replied  as  follows? 

"Up  to  and  including  6  August  the  following  will 
be  ready  for  operations s   7  boats  of  which  I 
intend  to  have  3  operate  in  the  Western 
Mediterranean,  3  off  Sicily  and  1  off  Cyrenaica. 
The  first  3  boats  ready  for  operations  are  to  be 
used  first  of  all  for  operation  "Junge'V 

These  decisions  have  been  made  as  a  result  of  the 
following  considerations s 

Air  reconnaissance  reveals  that  ships,  covering 
forces  and  landing  craft  are  being  withdrawn  from 
the  coast  of  Sicily  as  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
the  boats  off  Sicily  have  not  obtained  any 
successes.  The  situation,  therefore,  no  longer 
justifies  boats  operating  in  this  sea  area 
exclusively.   On  the  other  hand,  reports  from 
agents  and  air  reconnaissance  revealed  that  heavy 
traffic  was  once  again  running  in  both  the 
Western  and  Eastern  Mediterraneans  this,  together 
with  the  fact  that  Malta  is  heavily  occupied  by 
transports  and  landing  craft,  suggests  that  the 
enemy  Is  about  to  launch  new  operations. 


list  allowing  a  few  boats  to  remain  off  the 
coast  of  Sicily,  it  is  thought  advisable  to  send 
U-boats  to  operate  in  the  Western  and  Eastern 
Mediterranean  again.. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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28  July  1943 


I.    a)  Daily  U-boat  .positions, gtat  0800  according  _to 
naval,  ^^.id.  .s^uar  e  s. : 

A.  We  stern  Me  diter r  anean  s 
U  593  (outward  bound). 

B,  Eastern  Mediterraneans 

U  407  CO  14    (homeward  bound), 
U  375  CN  34. 

b )  U-boat s  homeward   and  putw ard_  bound  .from 
TfeOO  to   OttOO;  ' 

U  616   put   out  from  Spezia  at   1900  on  28  July. 

c)  In_ppr Lt_laJt J38_0_0)_ s 

1)  Spezia s  U  410,  6l6. 

2)  Poles    U  81,  453 ,  596. 

3)  Toulon:  U  73,  371,  38O,  431,  458,  565,  617. 

1 1  o   Air,  ^reconnaissance  : 

a )  ^eAtern^eJit_er^anTean % 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  the  sea  area  of  Algiers, 

°)  East  ern  Bled  it  er^ranean  s 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  the  Nile  Delta 
as  far  as  the  sea  area  of  Benghazi, 

1 1 1 0  Reports  on  the  enemy  % 

A«  jesters,  Mediterranean ; 

a)  By.  U-boats  1 
Nothing  to  report , 

b)  By  air  reconna^ig_satnce-i 

1)  1425/28  July  CJ  7935  10  landing  craft  (tank), 

350  G.R.T.  each, 
westerly  course, 
moderate  speed, 

2)  1425/28  July  CJ  9832  20  small  ships,  easterly 

course,  speed  slight. 

3)  1430/28  July  CJ  7698  6  M.T.B.s,  southerly 

course,  high  speed, 

4)  1625/28  July  CJ  7681  20  probable  landing 

craft    (infantry), 
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5)   1500/28  July  CJ  8937  9  large  and  1  small 

ship,  course  90°. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service? 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G_.tI  ._£>_., , ^tajbi_on.s  1 
Nothing  to  report . 

No  t  h  i  ng  t  o  r  0  p  or t . 

B.   Eajt.e rn_ .? ^fe^i t^ r^ajiejm  1 

Nothing  special  to  report. 

-^  •        Ci^ejrl^Jl^J^  1 

U  407  (Brtiller)  intends  to  cross  35°  N  to  the  north 
at  2000  on  29  July  and  (to  be  at  the  rendezvous  off 
Salamis  at  06 00, 

U_3Z2  (Koenenkamp")  was  granted  freedom  of  action  to 
the  north  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  Catania. 

A  report  of  the  situation  was  transmitted  to  the 
boats , 

V.    a)  S ucce sjg e s  1 

Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses, j 

Nothing  to  report. 
V I •   General  situation s 

C-in-C  South  cancelled  the  first  degree  of  alarm 
at  2350  on  28  July. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


^-J*^-fc=-».  ■  KM\x: 


29  July  194* 

I »         a )   Daily  U-boat  positions  at  ,0800  according,  to 
naval  grid  squares s 

A«  I' -Igt er_ n J fe d i to rra near n : 

U  593  (outward  bound), 

U  6l6  (outward  bound). 
CONFIDENTIAL  c?n_ 
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B.  Eas  t  e  rn  Med  it  erra  neran ' 

U  407  CO  27   (homeward  bound), 
U  375  CN  35, 

b)  U-boats  homeward.  and^j^tward   bqundT_frpm 

Wo  to  '5M5  s 

U  371  put   out  from  Toulon  at  1.600  on  29  July. 

c)  In  .port.  .Cat_0j 


1)  Spezias  U  410. 

2)  Polas    U  81,  453,  596. 

3)  Toulon?  U  73,  371,  380,  431?  458,  565,  617. 

1 1  •   Air  reco.nn^aJ-g^atTce  i 

a)  Westei^ ji  Mediterrajiean % 

Reconnaissance  as  far   as  Algiers. 

°)   Efjgter n  Med iterranean i 

Reconnaissance  around   Sicily,   from  Alexandria 
to  Benghazi. 

Ill,     Reports,  on  the  enemy s 

A .  yie^S.tGjrp^jfedJ.terrane^an % 

a)  Ea/^ JJ^oajbs  i 

« 

Nothing  to  report, 

b)  By  air^xg^QJ^-g-^sarice.  s 

1)  1525/29  July  CE  9554  9  merchant  ships  not 

exceeding  10,000  G.R.T., 
1  cruiser  9  3  destroyers, 
course  80". 

2)  1855/29  -July  northeast  of  Bizerta  1  destroyer, 

southerly  course. 

°)  By  radio  intercept,  service  % 
Nothing  to  report. 

3)  fiX,  A°.l.°£°,  S.^A"fc.r-.0.n.S,  l 

k  1)  1100/27  July  Cape  Ires  Forcas  7  large  ships, 

probably  freighters,  making 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

2)  I.23O/29  July  Gibraltar  approximately  53 

medium-sized  laden  steamers, 
1  medium-sized  transport, 
3  destroyers,  3  gunboats, 
1  minelayer. 

3)  2000/29  July  Gibraltar  10  steamers,  making 
CONFIDENTLM  for  the  Mediterranean. 
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4)  2000/29  July  Gibraltar  22  medium-sized 

steamers,  easterly  course. 

5)  1800/29  July  1  aircraft  carrier  of  the 

"Illustrious"  class  and 
4  destroyers  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the  east. 

6)  1000-1100/29  July  Ceuta  60  ships,  making 

for  the  Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces s 
Nothing  to  report. 
B,  Ea,s t er.n_ J1  -e di t e r r juiea n i 
a)  Bj  U-boats  s 

Nothing  to  report „ 

1)  1615/29  July  CO  5941  8  freighters,  1  tanker, 

4  escort  vessels, 
easterly  course,  low 
speed. 

2)  1800/29  July  Susa  6  fairly  large ?  9  small 

merchant  shi ps , 

patting  in  to  port, 

3)  I830-2015/29  July  2$   miles  east  of  Avola 

6  large  and  8  small 
ships . 

10  miles  southeast  of 
Augusta  10  large  and 
28  smaller  ships, 
southerly  course 

7§-  miles  northeast  of 
Augusta  5  ships. 

Nothing  to  report. 
&)  PX  ,S.I.S.i  sta.tiq.nss 

Not  hi  Qg  to  re p  or  t . 
e)  By  naval  forces; 

Nothing  to  report. 

TJ  407  (Bruller)  received,  port  entering  instructions 
for  Salami s . 

A  report  of  the  situation  was  passed  on  to  the  boats. 
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The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
Massed  on  to  the  boats  % 


1426  as  in  III. A. d. 6. 
1902  as  in  III, A.P.I. 
0029  as  in  III.A.d.2. 
0458  as  in  III.B.b.3. 

V.  a)  Successes  s 

Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses  % 

Nothing  to  report. 

VI,  General  situations 


Our  aircraft  report  that  there  is  now  far  less 
enemy  activity  off  the  coast  of  Sicily  and  also 
that  merchant  shipping  tonnage  in  Malta  has  fallen 
by  more  than  half",".  On  the  other  hand,  heavy  shipping 
traffic  is  once  again  running  through  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar  from  the  Atlantic.  Convoy  traffic  has  also 
considerably  increased  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean, 
It  is j  therefore,  once  again  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  U-boats  should  operate  in  the  Western  Mediterra- 
nean as  well  as  off  the  coast  of  Cyrenaica. 


(Signed)   Kreisch 


!•  a)  £§^Ljy^k2^L^PJJ^°il§i  -aA  PAQQ  .according  to 

naval,  .grid   squares  s 

A.  Wgs ter nJ'fe dIJierTjajae an i 

U  593? 

U  6l6  CH  69  (outward  bound), 

U  371  CH  63  (outward  bound). 

B»  Eastern  ,Me di t er ra.nea n  1 

U  40?  CK  89  (homeward  bound), 
U  375  CN  35. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bo  unci  £r  qm 

j585d  to_oTO  s 

U  407  put  in  to  Salamis  at  0900  on  30  July. 
U  371  put  in  to  Toulon  at  0700  on  31  July. 

c)  In  port  ,(at  0800)  s 


1)   Spezias      U  410 
IDENTIAL 


2)  Polas  U  81,   453,    ^96, 

3)  Toulon;     U  73,   380,   431,   458,   565,   617. 
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1 1 .   Ajj'^i^ejjojina^ij^^ajice  s 

a)  ¥& stern,.  Mediterj^anean t 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as   the   sea  area  of  Algiers. 

b)  Ba?  t, PTn  Jjp^JJ^er^ra Rg. ai1 : 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily,  from  the  Nile 
Delta  to  Ras  Amer. 

1H*     Rieipprti3ii  on  the   enemy; 

A.  We s t e r n  Med i t e rr a.ne a n % 

Nothing  to  report, 
k)   By  air   r ecp nnj^ijjs a  nee,  s 

1)  0916/30  July  CJ  8936   1  destroyer, 

course  150°, 

2)  0918/30  July  off  Palermo  2  cruisers, 

3  destroyers, 

1  probable  landing- 
ship  (tank),  3  landing 
craft  (infantry), 

2  minesweepers. 

3)  1631/30  July  CJ  7478  5  transports  not 

exceeding  25,000  G.R.T., 
1  cruiser,  3 
destroyers,  course  90°, 

4)  1658/30  July  CH  952^.  2  destroyers,  course 

270°. 

5)  1705/30  July  CH  9525  5  destroyers,  course 

100°. 

6)  0235/31  July  GJ  8919  1  ship, 
°)  £y, X -gvcU -J5, -Jtjvfc e^.e^^.s^r v i ce.  s 

Nothing  to  report. 
3)  By;  _G ,1  ,S  0|  sta tions  % 

Nothing  to  report. 
e)  By  naval • forces s 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Medi t erranea.n s 
a)  B v . U-boat ss 


Nothing  to  report. 
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b)  By  air,  reconnai.5s.ance : 

1)  0900/30  July  CN  2338  7  landing  craft,  course 

330°,  moderate  speed  5 
12  landing  craft  and 
escort  vessels,  course 

1.50°,  moderate  speed. 

2)  1635/30  July  CO  5822  1  medium-sized  freighter, 

1  gunboat,  easterly 
course,  speed  slight. 

°)  By  radio,  intercept  services 

Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  Go  I. So  stations? 


28  July  Mersin;  Greek  steamers  "Manoula" 

and  "Palaestina". 

e)  BV-j^ayal  -fprc-gs. ° 
Nothing  to  report. 

U  3.7,1.  (Me hi)  has  commenced  the  return  passage  to 
Toulon  and  intends  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  at  053° 
on  31  July. 

The  position  of  our  minefields  off  Palermo  and  a 
summary  of  the  situation  were  passed  on  to  the  boats 
at  sea. 

Reports  of  enemy  movements  as  in  I II. A 0b. 3-5  were 
passed  on  to  the  boats. 

V.    a)  Successes g 

Nothing  to  report. 

b)    Losses, s 

Nothing  to  report, 

v  I  •   Ge ner  al  s  ituat  ±pp.  s 

Nothing  special,  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch, 
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31  July  1943 


a)   Daily  U-boat   positions   at   0800  according; 
to  naval  .grid  squares : 

A.  We s^te i; ti  Me d i t e r rana a n i 

U  593, 
U  6 16. 

B.  pastern Jfediterrane_ang 
U  375  CN  32. 

°)  Ur^.Qajbs.Ji.oneward  and   outward   bound,  from 
oBqo  to  0*£00l 

U  453   put   out  from  Pola  at   1530  on  31  July. 
U  371   put   out  from  Toulon  at   183 0  on  31  July, 

c )    In.  port    (at   0,800)  % , 


1)  Spezias     U  410. 

2)  Pola %         U  81,  453,   596. 

3)  Toulon s     U  73,  380,  431,  371,  458,   565 ,  6.17. 

4)  Salamiss   U  407. 

1 1 .       Air,  re  cp nna Is  s anc e  % 

a )  W^st er n  Med:', j^r ran. ?. ££ : 

Reconnaissance   as  far   as  Algiers, 
t>)   Eastern  Mediterranean  % 

Reconnaissance  around   Sicily  and   Cyrenaica. 
1 1 1  e     P&po£  tj^,  jo n  Jb hp^^erieniy ° 

&■•  IlgAt^^.J^clit^rraneans 
a)  By  U-boat Bi 

Nothing  to  report. 
"k )  By.  .air  ^reconnaissance  s 


1)   1545/31  July  CJ  8935  5  troopships,   50,000 

? 


G  c  R « T  o 


course   90° 


1  0   FID  NTLtti 


2)  1546/31  July  CJ  8836   5  merchant   ships  of 

10,000  G.R.T.    and   6 
ships   of   5,000  G.R.T. 
each,   mean  course   90°. 
moderate   speed. 

3)  2115/31  July  CH  9157  10  boats. 

4)  0205/1  August   CJ  9724  about   5  large   ships, 

pester ly  course, 
moderate-    speed. 
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5)  0220/1  August  CJ  9718  3  small  ships. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G. I . S .  stations  s 


1815/30  July  Gibraltar 


2  British  freighters 

of  approximately 

6,000  G.R.T.  each, 

1  "Agathe."  class  escort, 

making  for  the 

Mediterranean. 

e)  By  naval  forces  1 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Easter  n^Jle^ter.rang an  % 

a)  B y_U ^oats  % 

Nothing  to  report, 

k)  B^l,^a ir^rec^p nna issance  1 

1)  1440/31  July  CP  7255   1  freighter,  1  escort 

vessel,  course  260°, 

moderate  speed. 

2)  1441/31  July  CF  7264  4  freighters,  2  escort 

vessels,  course  90°. 

c)  By  rad i o  J.nterc ejot^s ^rvice  ; 

Nothing  to  report, 
3)   By__G- .  I .  S . ,  s t^tions  % 


29  July  Beiru 


U  o 


4  ships  were  sighted  coming 
from  the  south 5   2  of  them  put 
in  to  port  while  the  other  2 
proceeded  to  the  north  escorted 
by  1  mot or boat  and  1  other  ship, 


e)  Bjy^ajyal^forces, s 


There   are   escort  forces   in  CJ  9858   (Strait  of 
Messina) ,    2  destroyers,    northerly  course, 
moderate   speed, 

-^  •        Currj3r+t_JJ^b^oi^  QJ^iratJ^is  : 

U  3,7,5  (Koenenkanp)  was  requested  to  report  his 
position.  No  report  was  received. 

Summaries  of  the  situation  in  Sicily,  abroad  and 
at  home  were  transmitted  to  the  boats. 
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V.  a)    Successes ; 

Nothing  to  report. 
b)    Losses  s 

Nothing  to  report. 

V I .  Ge  ner  a  1   s  i  tji  e  tjjp  n  s 
Nothing  to  report. 


(Signed)        Kreisch. 
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Synopsis  for  July  1,9,43 

I.  During  the  first  week  of  July,  the  enemy  continued  to 
make  preparations  for  an  offensive  against  Europe. 
The  transfer  of  landing  craft  from  North  African 
ports  and  the  concentration  of  troops  on  the  north 
coast  of  Tunisia,  including  airborne  and  paratroop 
units,  suggested  thats 

1)  the  landing  would  probably  start  as  early  as  July, 

2)  as  had  already  been  presumed  earlier,  the  enemy 
would  try  to  invade  Europe  via  Sicily. 

Both  assumptions  have  been  confirmed.   On  9  July,  the 
Axis  powers  recognized  the  first  signs  of  the  start 
of  an  offensive  against  Sicily.   It  has  been  estab- 
lished that  neither  the  movement  of  at  least  4 
battleships  and  2  aircraft  carriers  eastwards  through 
the  Sicilian  Channel  nor  the  exceptionally  heavy 
shipping  concentration  in  Malta  were  spotted  by  air 
reconnaissance,  and  that  the  enemy  was  able  to  bring 
up,  unnoticed  throughout  the  first  stage  of  its 
journey j  a  large  fleet  of  landing  craft. 

The  plans  of  the  enemy  were  soon  made  evident.  The 
main  points  were  as  f ollows s 

a)  The  simultaneous  arrival  of  all  available  landing 
craft  together  with  those  assembled  in  the  areas 
of  Tunisia  and  Malta, 

b)  The  fleet  of  transports  was  to  follow  on 
imme  d  i  a t  e ly  be  hind . 

c)  The  harbors  no  longer  occupied  were  to  be  filled 
with  landing  craft  and  transports  from  the  Western 
Mediterranean  harbors  further  to  the  west. 

d)  The  landing  to  be  made  on  a  continuous  coastal 
strip  with  all  the  forces  of  the  first  wave  being 
used.  There  were  to  be  no  isolated,  smaller 
offensives  on  a  number  of  points  along  the  Sicilian 
coast,  but  all  forces  were  to  be  concentrated  on 
the  area  in  question. 

e)  The  fleet  of  landing  craft  and  transports  was  to  be 
covered  by  light  and  medium  naval  forces. 

f)  Wing  protection  was  to  be  provided  by  heavy  naval 
forces. 

g)  The  traffic  in  the  triangle  formed  by  Sardinia, 
Sicily  and  the  north  coast  of  Tunisia  was  to  be 
protected  from  Italian  surface  forces  by  heavy 
naval  forces, 

h)  Withdrawal  of  landing  craft  for  further  operations. 

The  enemy  decided  to  carry  out  the  operation  on  the 
coastal  strip  between  Licata  and  Augusta, 
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II.   In  connection  with  the  operations  of  our  own  boats, 
the  following  conclusions  were  reached  from  a  study 
of  the  points  listed  in  I.a)-h)  and  also  from  the 
fact  that  the  available  landing  craft  in  use  made  it 
obvious  that  further  simultaneous  operations  against 
other  points  were  not  to  be  expected  immediately  as 
the  landing  craft  not  in  operation  at  the  moment 
would  have  been  insufficient  for  this  tasks 

a)  U-boat  operations  had  to  be  concentrated  at 
landing  places  chosen  by  the  enemy. 

b)  Once  the  area  named  in  a)  had  been  occupied  in 
sufficient  strength,  the  boats  were  to  operate 
south  of  Sardinia  off  the  North  African  coast, 
against  subsequent  traffic. 

c)  Boats  available  beyond  there  were  to  operate  off 
the  coast  of  Cyrenaica  between  Derna  and  Benghazi 
against  any   reinforcements  which  might  be  putting 
out  from  the  east. 

As  a  result  of  the  operational  areas  being  heavily 
occupied  during  the  second  half  of  June,  only  6  of 
the  17  boats  available  were  at  sea  when  the  landing 
began.   Of  these «  2  boats  Fere  in  the  Y/estern  part  of 
the  Western  Mediterranean  east  of  Gibraltar  and  2 
boats  in  the  center  of  the  Western  Mediterranean. 

1  boat  was  in  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea  bound  for  the  Eastern 
Mediterranean,   1  boat  was  lying  off  the  coast  of 
Cyrenaica  between  Derna  and  Benghazi 5  he  had  used  up 
most  of  his  torpedoes  and  as  a  result  of  damage 
sustained  from  depth  charges,  the  depth  of  his  diving 
was  restricted. 

There  would  have  been  little  point  in  bringing  up  the 

2  boats  operating  east  of  Gibraltar  as  these  boats 
had  reached  the  limit  of  their  endurance  and  would 
have  had  to  proceed  dead  slow  over  the  long  distance. 

The  boats  in  the  center  of  the  Western  Mediterranean 
were  to  be  vjithdrawn  as  far  as  possible  to  the  east 
In  order  to  operate  against  the  supply  traffic  south 
of  Sardinia,  off  the  African  coast.   It  proved 
impossible  fjo  carry  out  this  plan,  because 

1)  U  409  was  lost, 

2)  U  371  had  to  commence  his  homeward  passage  on 
10  July, 

The  boat  outward  bound  in  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea  and  the 
one  lying  off  the  coast  of  Cyrenaica  were  put  into 
operation  off  the  coast  of  Sicily, 

2  boats  put  out  from  Toulon  on  12  and  13  July 
respectively.   These,  together  with  the  boat  which 
put  out  from  Salamis  on  14  July,  were  destined  for 
the  Sicilian  area.   Of  the  boats  that  put  out  from 
Toulon,  one  was  lost  In  the  Strait  of  Messina. 
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III.  Although  Command  was  now  roughly  able  to  guess  the 
point  where  the  enemy  would  probably  attack  as  well 
as  the  rapidly  approaching  moment  when  he  was  likely 
to  start  operations,  it  proved  impossible  to  occupy 
an  area  that  was  only  suspected,  and  one  that  would 
only  become  of  importance  to  our  U-boats  at  a  time 
yet  to  be  determined  by  the  enemy.  For  to  occupy  an 
area  that  would  only  become  an  operational  area  after 
an  indefinite  period  of  time  had  elapsed,  meant 
practically  speaking  that  the  effective  U-boat  war- 
fare being  carried,  out  in  the  Mediterranean  would 
have  had  to  be  abandoned  for  an  uncertain  period. 
It  was ,  therefore,  decided  not  to  occupy  the  Sicilian 
sea  area  in  advance . 

The  42,000  G.R.T.  of  shipping  sunk  during  the  period 
from  1  to  10  July  in  the  Western  Mediterranean,  In 
my  opinion,  justified  the  operation  even  when 
surveyed  in  retrospect s  and  indeed  despite  the  fact 
that  it  was  unfortunate  that'  no  boats  were  on  the 
scene  when  the  landings  began,  i.e.  at  the  most 
favorable  moment,  .The  first  boat  only  reached  the 
enemy  landing  area  on  11  July. 

The  results  so  far  achieved  by  our  boats  during  the 
Sicilian  campaign  can  only  be  described  as  being 
singularly  poor.  For  in  the  first  instance  other 
operational  areas  offered  the  following  advantages? 

a)  The  large  number  of  targets  including  heavy  naval 
units, 

b)  Negligible  patrols  and  attacks  on  U-boats. 

c)  The  absence  of  location  gear  operating  from  the 
land , 

d)  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  vessels,  the  location 
gear  of  aircraft  and  naval  forces  was  unable  to 
operate , 

These  advantages  were  bound  to  diminish  daily.  The 
main  drawbacks  to  the  advantages  of  operating  in 
this  area  were  as  follows  s 

a)  The  short  approach  route  of  the  enemy, 

b)  The  obstacles  provided  by  our  own  mines  off s 

1)  the  Sicilian  coast, 

2)  around  Malta, 

3)  in  the  Sicilian  Channel. 

c)  Operating  in  shallow  water. 

To  these  must  now  be  added  the  patrolling  of  the  area 
which  has  been  organized,  and  intensified  attacks 
on  boats, 
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IV.  During  the  course  of  the  month,  the  enemy  gained  control 
of  most  of  Sicily,   All  captured  harbors  and  suitably 
situated  landing  points  were  used  to  the  full  to  supply 
troops  and  to  maintain  fighting  efficiency.   In 
addition,  the  coastal  strips  still  in  our  hands  were 
bombarded  by  medium  and  heavy  naval  units  at  sea. 

Supply  traffic  ran  as  f ollows s 

1)  In  large  convoys  through  the  Western  Mediterranean 
along  the  routes  frequented.  They  were  probably 
covered  by  another  battleship  (probably  American) 
and  cruisers  brought  up  for  that  purpose, 

2)  In  smaller  convoys  along  the  coast  of  Cyrenaica 
through  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  until  they  were 
level  with  Benghazi  and  then  to  Malta, 

In  addition  to  these  operations,  preparations  for  the 
launching  of  new  landing  operations  could  be  detected 
although  it  was  still  impossible  to  surmise  conclu- 
sively from  which  direction  the  attack  virould  come. 
It  is  believed  that  this  attack  will  be  launched  against 
Calabria. 

According  to  the  latest  reports  available,  merchant 
shipping  traffic  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Eastern 
Mediterranean  off  the  coasts  of  Syria,  Palestine  and 
Egypt  has  increased. 

Although  a  survey  of  the  harbors  in  this  part  of  the 
Mediterranean  revealed  them  to  be  heavily  occupied 
by  merchant  shipping,  no  preparations  for  a  landing 
operation  could  be  detected,  Alexandria*  Port  Said 
and  Suez  were  particularly  heavily  occupied, 

V.  The  following  considerations  in  connection  with  the 
subsequent  operation  of  our  U-boats  result  from  the 
information  given  above? 

a)  Traffic  will  also  be  stopping  in  the  future  in  the 
area  around  Sicily  and  repeated  appearances  of  medium 
and  heavy  naval  units  must  also  be  anticipated. 
Although  it  has  been  established  that  the  amount 

of  traffic  in  operation  is  now  less  than  it  was 
during  the  first  fortnight  after  the  commencement 
of  the  landing  and  although  it  has  become  very 
difficult  to  carry  out  operations,  it  would  seem 
worthwhile  to  put  a  few  boats  into  operation, 

b)  Enemy  traffic  In  the  Western  Mediterranean  is  more 
likely  to  increase  than  to  decrease,  for  in  order 
to  keep  up  the  supply  of  war  materials  required 
for  the  fighting  and"  to  meet  the  needs  of  his 
troops  stationed  in  the  Mediterranean  area,  the 
enemy  will  be  choosing  the  shortest  route  between 
the  port  of  loading  and  the  port  of  destination. 

It  must  also  be  anticipated  that  merchantmen  and 
damaged  units  will  be  returning  in  numbers  equal 
to  those  used  to  carry  out  supplies, 
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c)  Host  of  the  war  materials  being  sent  out  from 
Egyptian  ports  will  be  dispatched  to  Sicily  via 
Malta  or  else  further  into  the  Eastern  Mediterranean 
should  it  be  decided  to  undertake  a  landing 
operation  there. 

The  occupation  of  the  sea  area,  mainly  off  the 
coast  of  Cyrenaica,  must  take  into  account  the 
number  of  boats  available.  It  should  prove  as 
rewarding  as  before. 

d)  Although  the  evidence  in  our  possession  shows  that 
results  were  to  be  expected  there,  the  area  off 
the  coast  of  Cyrenaica  and  Cyprus  will  now  have  to 
be  abandoned  owing  to  the  small  number  of  boats 
available.   It  will  be  occupied  in  August  by  1  boat 
whose  Commander  and  first  watchkeeping  officer  have 
been  changed  so  that  they  cannot  therefore  be 
immediately  called  on  to  operate  in  the  difficult 
areas  of  the  Western  Mediterranean  and  off  the 
coast  of  Sicily, 

e)  The  reasons  given  in  the  War  Diary,  dated  7  July, 
prevent  us  from  attacking  the  enemy  by  means  of  a 
minelaying  operation  off  the  heavily  occupied 
harbors  of  Alexandria  and  Port  Said', 

VI,  As  a  result  of  the  development  of  the  situation  in 
Sicily,  the  following  problem  must  now  be  considered 
in  addition  to  those  listed  above.  The  loss  of  Sicily 
will  make  it  impossible  to  pass  through  the  Strait  of 
Messina,  which  even  now  is  very  difficult,  if  not 
suicidal,  as  indeed  has  already  been  proved  by  the 
loss  of  u  56l  and  the  constant  threat  of  British 
M.T.B.s  and  fighter-bomber  attacks.  At  the  moment, 
the  route  through  the  Sicilian  Channel  is  considered 
to  be  the  safer  of  the  two,  though  even  this  does  not 
provide  an  easy  passage. 

We  know  the  position  of  our  own  minefields  in  the 
Channel  and  for  all  practical  purposes  it  can  be 
assumed  that  some  of  these  -  principally  those  in  the 
center  of  the  Channel  -  have  now  disappeared,  Italian 
U-boats  have  passed  through  the  Channel  from  east  to 
west. 

Through  radio  intelligence  and  through  the  sailing 
directions  issued  by  the  enemy  to  Italian  repatriation 
ships  and  to  Red  Cross  ships,  routes  have  been 
discovered  that  are  still  comparatively  safe  to  follow. 
It  is  not  certain  how  long  these  conditions  will 
prevail.  Apart  from  the  4  boats  at  the  moment  in  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean,  it  would  seem  indicated  to 
transfer  all  subsequent  boats  from  the  Western 
Mediterranean. 

The  longer  the  transfer  is  postponed,  the  greater  the 
difficulties  will  be,  for  as  soon  as  the  enemy  has  the 
time  and  materials  he  will  complete  the  minefields 
laid  by  the  Axis  powers , 
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Given  a  sufficient  number  of  forces,  it  has  been 
proved  that  the  enemy  could  very  successfully  bft 
resisted  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean. 

This  consideration  leads  to  the  following  conclusions? 

a)  that  boats  should  be  transferred  from  the  Western 
Mediterranean  to  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  now,  and 

b)  that  boats  should  be  transferred  from  the  Atlantic 
in  order  to  make  up  the  numbers  lately  sadly 
depleted  by  sinkings. 

VII.  The  report  made  by  the  two  Commanders  who  were 
operating  in  the  area  due  east  of  Gibraltar  during 
June  and  the  early  days  of  July  showed  that  the 
unsuccessful  nature  of  this  undertaking  could  bo 
ascribed  neither  to  the  appearance  of  special  and 
hitherto  unknown  circumstances  nor  to  difficult 
operational  conditions.  The  two  boats  were  simply 
unlucky  in  their  undertaking.  Opportunities  of 
attacking  battleships  and  aircraft  carriers  were 
ruined  by  unexpected,  occurrences  -  for  instance  the 
formation  would  turn  sharply  away  just  as  they  were 
about  to  open  fire,  or  else  they  found  themselves 
out  of  range,  etc. 

The  reports  of  the  Commanders  show  that? 

a)  The  area  east  of  Gibraltar  is  definitely  less 
heavily  defended  than  many  other  operational 
areas. 

b)  The  boats  can  remain  there  over  a  considerable 
period  of  time  without  experiencing  undue  strain. 

c)  There  were  opportunities  for  attacks. 

On  the  strength  of  these  reports  it  would  seem 
indicated  to  have  one  or  if  possible  two  boats 
operate  in  the  area  as  soon  as  there  are  sufficient 
boats  available. 

VIII.  Details  of  new  enemy  anti-submarine  measures  have 
not  yet  been  received.  Most  Commanders  are 
continually  reporting  that  they  suspect  the 
existence  of  location  gear  either  on  the  Balearic 
Islands  themselves  or  on  vessels  in  close  proximity 
to  them. 

These  suspicions  are  partly  based  on   rough  bearings. 
This  point  has  been  separately  discussed  elsewhere, 
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IX.   The  number  of  boats  in  July  was  the  following: 

£§£§.  -Xn  the   IlLJiiiS   Outward,  Homeward   In   Total 

Western  Eastern  bound  bound     Port 
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The  following  successes  were  obtained  in  July  194-3 1 

.gerial  Boat  No. of  ships  G.Jl/L..  No. of  ships  GJL.T, 

No .           sunk  torpedoed 

1  U  81   1  transport  12,000 

1  freighter  ^,000 

2  U  371  1  tanker  10,000 

1  freighter  8,000 

3  U  375  1  freighter  8,000 

4  U  407  1  cruiser 

(possible) 

5  U  453  1  freighter  8,000 

,6.  .  U  593  1  freighter  8,000 

7  merchant  59,000  1  cruiser 

ships  (possible) 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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1  August,  194; 


I .  a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0900 
•t2i  according  to  naval  grid  _s_quares  : 

A»  ^Le-sP Qffi  MoAiterranean ; 

U  593, 
U  616, 
U   371   OH  63    (outward  bound). 

3*   Eastern  JAedite  rranean ; 

IT  375  ON  32, 

U  453  CJ  38  (outward  bound). 

b)  U-boats  homeward  JLnd_^outwg;rd  bound 
from  OSOQ^to  0800; 

U  81  put  out  from  Pola  at  1330/1  August. 

c )  In  port ; 

(At  0800) 

1)  Spezia:  U  410. 

2)  Pola:  U  81,  596. 

3)  Toulon;  U  73,  380,  431,  458,  565,  617. 

4)  Salamis:  U  407. 

II.  Air  re c o nnai ss ance ; 

A .  We s t e rn  Medi te rranean : 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

^*  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily,  the  coast 
of  Gyrenaica. 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean; 
a)  By  U-boats ; 

Nothing  to  report. 
b  )  By.  air  reconnaissance  : 

1)  1110/1  August  CJ  9485  10  unidentified 

units,  course  90°. 

2)  0950/1  August         4  freighters,  5 
'i£i  escort  vessels, 

easterly  course,  off 
Bizerta  harbor. 

3)  1658/1  August  CJ  8393  5  small  ships, 

course  and  speed 
not  known. 
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4)  1730/1  August  CJ  8935  small  surface  vessels* 

mean  course  120°. 

c )  By  radio  Intercept  service : 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G.I.S  »  stations ; 

At  the  moment  an  aircraft  carrier  of  the 
"Illustrious"  class  is  lying  in  dock  in 
Gibraltar  with  starboard  side  damaged 
(the  gash  is  about  4  meters  long). 
Causes   direct  hit  from  a  torpedo. 

G )  £l_ nav^l  forces s 

Nothing  to  report. 
B>  Ea stern  Me d it err a no an ; 
a )  By  U-boats ; 

Nothing  to  report, 
b  )  3y  air  r e_c onnai s_s anc_e  t 

1)  1820/1  August  1  freighter  of  5,000  C-.R.T., 

3  landing  ships  (tank)  putting 
out  from  Augusta. 

2)  1828/1  August  off  Syracuse  4  ships  in  line 

abreast,  northerly  course. 


Nothing  to  report. 


c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

d)  By  G- .1.3.  stations; 

e )  By  naval  forces : 

IV .  Current  U-boat  operations : 

U  575  (Koenonkamp)  was  for  the  second  time  requested 
to  make  a  position  report.  No  report  was  received. 
Instructions  of  the  route  to  be  followed  through  the 
Sicilian  Channel  and  a  summary  of  the  situation  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats. 

V .  a  )  Successes :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
b )  Losses :     ) 

VI.  Greene  r  a  1  s  i  t  ua  t  i  on i 

Between  1400  and  2200/1  August  the  1st  degree  of  alarm 
was  ordered  by  C-in-C  South. 
^^  In  view  of  the  present  situation,  the  route  through 

the  Strait  of  Messina  Is  no  longer  safe,  for  it  is 
being  constantly  threatened  by  enemy  air  attacks  and 
M.T.B.s.    The  route  through  the  Sicilian  Channel 
should  be  used  In  preference.    The  minefields  in  the 
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center  of  the  Channel  were  laid  over  two 
years  ago  and  because  of  the  currents 
prevailing  there  and  the  relatively  deep 
water,  it  is  more  than  likely  that  most 
of  them  have  disappeared  by  no:..    The 
route  transmitted  to  the  boats  has  been 
so  plotted  that  they  will  only  have  to 
sail  through  a  single  minefield  where 
the  mines  were  laid  at  a  depth-setting 
of  3  meters  in  June  1941.    To  ensure  a 
safe  passage,  the  boats  are  to  sail  through 
it  submerged  at  a  depth  of  50  motors. 


ow 


(Signed)  Kroisch. 


2   August,  1943 


I.     a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800 

according  to  naval  grid  sauares; 

A.  We s t e rn  Me di t e r ranean ; 

U  593, 
U  616, 
U  371. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

U  375  OF  32, 

U  453  CK  72  (outward  bound), 

U  61  CJ  62  (outward  bound). 

^ )  P_~boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  080*0  to  0800 : 

U  73  put  out  from  Toulon  for  the  Western 
Mediterranean  at  2000  on  2  August. 

c )  In  port : 

(At  0800) 

1)  Spezias  IT  410. 

2)  Pola;  U  596. 

3)  Toulon:  TJ  73,  380,  431,  458,  565,  617. 

4)  Salamis:  U  407. 

II o    Air  reconnaissance; 

A,  Western  Mediterranean : 
Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Cape  Tenc.". 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean; 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  the  Nile 
Delta  as  far  as  Ras  Amor, 
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III*   Reports  on  the  energy  i 

Aa  West o rn  Mc di t  c  rr ano  an : 
a )  By  U-boats : 

Nothing  to  report. 
k  )  By  a.iP  _rj3 c o nna i ssanc e  : 

1)  1747/2  August  6  large  landing  craft,  making 

for  Palermo  harbor. 

2)  1815/2  August  CJ  7931  60  freighters,  easterly 

course . 

3)  1845/2  August  01  8939  2  large  merchant  ships, 

easterly  course,  moderate 
speed. 


Nothing  to  report, 


c  )  By  radio  in  t ore  opt  s  o  r  v  i c  e ; 
d  )  By  G .  I .  S  .  stations^ : 
e  )  By  naval  _f  orces  : 
B»  East e rn  Medl t err an  can ; 
a)  By  U-boats i 

U  453:  OK  7527  8  enemy  aircraft, 
k  )  By  air  recqnnaissarice  : 

1)  0345/2  August  CJ  8925  5  to  8  merchant  ships 

not  exceeding  5,000 
G.R.T.,  course  90°, 
speed  slight. 

2)  1518/2  August  CO  9228  12  medium-sized 

freighters,  7  escorting 
vessels,  course  100°, 
moderate  speed. 

c  )  By_  radio  ^intercept  service  % 

Nothing  to  report. 

d  )  By  G.I  ._S_ .__  _st a t_ i o_n s_ : 

31  July  the  Greek  steamer  "Thinasio  Nomikos" 
put  out  from  Iskandorun. 

2  or  3  August  the  following  steamers  were 
ready  to  put  out :    the  Norwegian  steamer 
"Fernplanet",  malting  for  Port  Said  laden  with 
6,000  tons  of  chrome,  and  the  Greek  steamer 
"Margarita"  making  for  Beirut  in  ballast. 

e )  By  naval  forces : 

Nothing  to  report. 
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IV .    Current  U-boat  operations : 

U  455  (v.  Schlippenbach)  received  as  his 

attack  area  the  area  off  the  coast  of  Sicily 

between  Taormina  and  Licata  and  the  area 

around  Malta.   He  was  instructed  to  evade 

anti-U-boat  activities  by  constantly  chancing 

the  position  of  his  attack  areas. 

U  575  was  again  requested  to  report  his 

position.    The  gravest  concern  was  felt 

about  the  boat  as  it  had  failed  to  report 

after  having  been  requested  to  do  so  three 

times . 

The  area  between  the  latitude  of  Taormina 

and  57°  55'  N  and  between  15©  20'  and  16°  B 

was  closed  to  the  boats  because  the  Italian 

Navy  was  carrying  out  anti-submarine  measures 

there. 

A  summary  of  the  situation  on  the  different 

fronts  was  transmitted  to  the  boats. 

The  report  of  the  enemy  sighting  as  in  III  a 

b)  2)  was  transmitted  to  the  boats. 

The  sailing  of  U  458  (Diggins )  (scheduled 

for  2  August)  had  to  be  postponed  owing  to 

a  case  of  dy sen try  on  board. 

V .      a )  Su c c esses ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses :     ) 

VI •    Go  n  e  ra 1  si  tu a t  i  on : 

1)  Naval  Group  South  had  repeatedly  urged 
German  Naval  Command  Italy  to  allow  E.M.S. 
(periscope  mines)  also  to  be  laid  by  our 
own  U-boats  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean. 
Group  South  announced  that  this  operation 
would  bring  the  following  advantages : 

a)  When  the  enemy  discovers  the  mines  laid 
by  the  U-boat  in  his  previous  operational 
area,  he  will  begin  carrying  out  very 
vigorous  anti-U-boat  measures  even  though 
the  boat  will  have  already  left  the 
operational  area  by  then. 

b)  Should  the  seeming  periscope  be  eventually 
rammed  the  ramming  vessels  will  at  the 
very  least  be  damaged. 

2)  The  attitude  of  Captain  U-boats  to  this  was 
as  follows : 

to  1)  a)  We  do  not  agree  with  Group  South 

that  we  would  gain  from  this  proposed 
operation.    It  would  be  of  no 
advantage  to  Captain  U-boats,  if 
'H  while  a  certain  area  was  temporarily 

unoccupied,  a  highly  intensified  anti- 
submarine hunt  was  carried  out,  for 
this  patrol  would  eventually  be  rewarded 
when  another  boat  started  to  operate 
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in  this  area.   We  consider  that  It 
would  be  far  more  valuable  if  the 
anti-submarine  hunt  were  discontinued, 
once  the  operational  area  became 
unoccupied. 

to  2)  a)  The  enemy  has  considerable  experience  in 
anti-U-boat  patrol ;   he  will  soon 
discover  that  the  mines  are  dummies  and 
he  will  not  sustain  the  losses  and  damage 
that  are  anticipated. 

3)  The  following  remarks  are  made  in  connection  with 
the  suggestion  that  U-boats  should  carry  out 
minelaying  operations; 


a)  It  would  be  very  difficult  to  find  accommodation 
for  mines  In  a  boat  fully  equipped  for  operations 
against  the  enemy.   Normal  equipment  alone 
always  took  up  all  available  space  on  a  U-boat 
and  now  that  the  stock  of  ammunition  has  been 
increased  in  an  effort  to  strengthen  anti- 
aircraft defenses,  and  that  double  the  former 
quantity  of  potash  cartridges  and  additional 
life  saving  gear  have  been  issued,  available 
space  has  been  reduced  to  less  than  a  minimum. 

b)  During  the  process  of  bringing  the  mines  up 
from  inside  the  boat  through  the  conning  tower 
hatch  to  the  upper  deck,  the  boat  would  be 
unable  to  dive  for  a  certain  time  thereby  creating 
an  intolerable  situation  in  view  of  the  strong 
air  patrols  operating  over  the  whole  of  the 

Medi t e  rrane  an . 


c )  As  the  U-boats  are  constantly  having  to  submerge 
to  great  depths  It  would  be  impossible  to 
stow  the  mines  on  the  upper  deck  because  they 
were  not  designed  to  stand  up  to  intense 
hydrostatic  pressure. 


4) 


d)  In 


general 


th 


e 


following 


apply; 


Because  the  enemy  air  force  Is  making  U-boat 
operations  very  difficult  and  because  the 
number  of  boats  has  declined  very  sharply,  the 
boats  must  not  involve  themselves  In  any  risk 
or  operation  not  directly  necessary  to  the 
prosecution  of  U-boat  warfare. 

e)  It  is  therefore  considered  inadvisable  that 

U-boats  should  carry  out  minelaying  operations. 

There  are,  on  the  other  hand,  no  objections  to 
periscope  mines  being  laid  in  the  areas  off  the 
east  coast  of  Tunisia  not  patrolled  by  our  own 
U-boats  and  also  in  the  area  inside  the  200  meter 
line  off  Alexandria  as  far  as  Port  Said.    This 
type  of  mine  could  be  very  useful  there,  particularly 
if  it  were  to  cause  the  enemy  to  intensify  his  anti- 
U-boat  measures.    The  mines  would  have  to  bo  dropped 
by  aircraft. 
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5  August,  1945 

I .  a  )    Da  lly  U-b  o  at   posit  I  ons   at    0800 

ac-.cording"~to   naval   ^;rid_ ^squares  : 

A.  Western  Med  1 1 er t an e a n ; 

U  593, 
U  616, 
IJ  371, 
U   73   CH  63    (outward  bound). 

B*   Kg. s  t e r n  Mo d i t err an ean: 

U  453  CN  33  (outward  bound). 
U  81  OK  75  (outward  bound). 

k )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  08*00;"" 

Nothing  to  report. 

c )  Hn  port t 

(At  0800) 

1)  Spezias  U  410. 

2)  Pola:  IT  596. 

3)  Toulon:  U  380,  431,  458,  565,  617. 

4)  Salami s :  U  407. 

-*- - •    Air  reconnaiss ance  ; 

&*   ^'G.s^ejrn  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  the  Algiers  sea  area, 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

Re connais sane o  around  Sicily  and  from 
Alexandria  to  Benghazi. 

Ill .   Reports  on  the  enemy; 

A#  We  s t e rn  Mo d i t o rranean ; 

a)  By  U-boats ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  1255/3  August  11  landing  ships  (tank), 

1  destroyer, 
3  guardboats, 
casterl:/  course, 
putting  out  from 
Palermo, 
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2)    1258/3   August   GJ  8936    several  merchant 

ships    not   exceeding  ' 
5,000   G.R.T.,    2    guard- 
boats,    course    90°. 

5)    1334/3  August   GJ  8854   1   destroyer,    course 

10°. 

4)  1600/3  August  CJ  8762  2  merchant  ships 

not  exceeding  10,000 
G.R.T.,  2  destroyers, 
northeasterly  course, 
speed  slight. 

5)  1915/3  August  GJ  9732  several  units,  easterly 

course . 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service; 

Radio  traffic  in  the  Algiers  -  Malta  area 
together  with  the  movements  observed  suggests 
that  a  special  enemy  operation  is  either  being 
prepared  or  carried  out.. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

According  to  an  agent's  report  a  damaged 
aircraft  carrier  (probably  the  "Formidable") 
is  said  to  be  undergoing  temporary  repairs  in 
Gibraltar  which  should  last  about  8  weeks. 
She  will  then  proceed  to  Philadelphia  to  be 
repaired  there.   Altogether  she  will  be  out 
of  action  for  about  4  months. 

e )  By  naval  forcn a : 
Nothing  to  report. 

B*  .Fa s tern  Me d i t e rrane an ; 
a  )  By  U-boats : 

Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  roconnaissancq ° 

0735/3  August  GP  6177  1  freighter  of  approximately 

5,000  G.R.T.,  1  freighter 
of  approximately  3,500 
G.R.T.,  southerly  course. 
CP  6417  1  freighter  of  approximately 
1,000  G.R.T. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  ^service :  ) 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations ;         )  Nothing  to  report. 
0 )  By  naval  forces •  ) 

Iv  *   Current  U-boat  opera t ions : 

U  81  (Kreig)  received  as  his  attack  area,  the  area 

between  the  meridians  of  GO  4665  and  5585. 
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U  75  (Deckert)  was  ordered  to  proceed  from 
GH  6925  via  CJ  7219  and  CJ  8731  to  CJ  8595. 
It  is  intended  to  have  the  boat  operate  off 
the  north  coast  of  Sicily. 
Further  attack  areas  were  allotted  as 
follows : 

U  593  (Kelbling)  off  the  north  coast  of 

Sicily  between  the  meridians  of  CJ  8934 

and  9735. 

U  571  (Mehl)  between  the  meridians  of  CJ  7865 

and  CH  9665. 

U  616  (Koitschka)  in  the  adjoining  grid 

square  to  the  west  as  far  as  the  meridian 

of  CH  9445. 

At  0511/4  August  the  boats  received  reports  on 

the  enemy  as  in  III  A  b)  1)  -5). 

The  boats  also  received  a  summary  of  the 

situation  on  different  fronts  including 

the  home  front, 

v  •     a )  Successes : ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses:    ) 

VI*    Gene r a 1  si t  ua  t  i  o  n : 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


4  August,  1943 


I .     a )  Dally  U-boat  positions  at  0800 

according  to  naval  grid"  squares; 

A.  Western  Mediterraneans 

U  593, 
U  616, 
U  371, 
U  73  CJ  74  (outward  bound). 

B.  Ea s  t e rn  Me d i t e r ra nea n ; 

U  453  CN  34, 

U  81   CO  19  (outward  bound). 

^  )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  0800° 


Nothing  to  report. 
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c  )    In  joo£t ; 

(At    0800) 

1)  Spezias  TJ  410. 

2  )  Pols.  °  U  596  . 

3)  Toulon t  U  380,"  431,  458,  565,  617. 

4)  Salamiss  U  407. 

1 1 «  Air  re c o nn  a issanco t 

A .  Western  Mediterranean : 
Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

B .  Ea  stem  Me  d  ij^e^rjra  no  a n  t 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  of  Cyrenaica, 
m*  Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A*  W o s t e r n  Me d it err an e an : 
a)  By  U -b oa t s : 

Nothing  to  report. 
k  )  By  air  rec'onnalssance  : 

1)  0848/4  August  GJ  9495  1  large  freighter. 

2)  1140/4  August  CJ  9728  2  destroyers,  course 

80°,  high  speed. 

3)  1605/4  August  GJ  9722  2  destroyers,  westerly 

course,  high  speed. 

c)  By  radio  interceot  service; 


Nothing  to  report. 
d)  By  G.I.S.  s t a t i o ns  : 

1)  0925/4  August  Gibraltar:   13  medium-sized 

steamers  escorted  by 
8  light  units  and 
2  tugs,  easterly 
course. 

2)  a)  A  battleship  of  the  "King  George  V"  class 

is  expected  to  dock  in  Gibraltar  to  undergo 
repairs  and  to  have  the  barrels  of  her 
medium  caliber  guns  changed. 

b)  The  "Nelson"  is  supposed  to  be  going  to 
Britain  to  have  her  heavy  guns  repaired. 

°)  By  nava 1  forces: 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

a  )  2£  ,JJ."'bo,at3  : 
'NPIDBNTIAL 
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k )  §Z-^A£— r..g-co.nna -*• s  san,c  °  ° 

1)  1145/4  August  GJ  9883  1  battleship, 

2  destroyers 
bombarded  Taormina . 

2)  1238/4  August  CN  3257  3  destroyers, 

course  350°, 
high  speed. 

5)  1230/4  August  CN  3534  2. special  freighters, 

2  destroyers, 
1  landing  ship 
(tank),  2  landing 
craft  (infantry) 
45°,  high  speed. 

4)  1900/3  August  30  miles  southeast  of 

Syracuse,  10  large 
freighters,  2 
destroyers,  southerly 
course . 

5)  1214/4  August  Valetta  harbor:  4  battle- 

ships (the  "Kodney", 
the  "Nelson"  and 
probably  2  of  the 
"Wa r  s  pi  t  c "  class), 
1  aircraft  carrier 
of  the  "Illustrious" 
class,  4  cruisers, 
22  destroyers,  5 
submarines . 

6)  0740/4  August  CN  9755  1  cruiser,  1 

destroyer,  northerly 
course. 

c  )  By  ra d io^nto rcept  service  s 

Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G.I.S|.  stations; 

1430/4  August  the  Norwegian  steamer  "Fernlande" 

put  out  from  Alexandre tta» 

o )  By  naval  forces ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

IV •    .Current  U-boa t  operations  ; 

U  73  (Decker-t)  intends  to  be  in  CJ  8731  at 
0500  on  6  August. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats : 

1020/4  August  as  in  III  B  b)  4). 
1149/4  August  as  in  III  A  d)  1). 
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1443/4  August  as  in  III  B  b)  6). 

1820/4  August  as  in  III  B  b)  2). 

0345/5  August  as  in  III  B  b)  5). 

1908/4  August  as  in  III  B  b)  1). 

2229/4  August  as  in  III  A  b)  3). 

A  summary  of  the  situation  was  transmitted  to  the 
boats  at  sea. 

V  .    a  )  Successes ;  ) 

)  nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses ;     ) 

V -  •   General  situation ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


5  August,  1945 

I.  a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 

to  naval  grid  squires  ; 

^■*   Western  Mediterranean; 

U  593  CJ  85, 
U  616  CE  96, 
U  371  CJ  77, 
IT   73      CJ  75. 

B •  Eas tern  Mediterranean ; 

IT  453  CN  35, 
U  81   CO  54. 

b)  TJ -boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
"0*5^5  to  0800  i        "  ""   ~    — 

Nothing  to  report. 

c  )  In  port ; 

(At  0800) 

1)  Spezia;  TJ  410. 

2)  Pola;  U  596. 

3)  Toulon;  U  380,  431,  458,  565,  617, 

4)  Salamis;  U  407. 

I I .  Air  re  c  onnai  s  s  a  nc  e ; 

A.  We s t e rn  Me di t e r ranean s 
Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean; 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  from  Alexandria  to 
Benghazi,  Malta. 
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III.        Reports   on   the_j>jncmg; : 

A*  Western   Me c1! t erranean ; 

a  )    By  U-boats  •• 

Nothing  to  report. 

b  )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1712/5  August  OH  9446  30  large  merchant 

ships j  a  number 
of  escorting  vessels, 
course  270°,  moderate 
speed. 
CH  9467  12  light  naval  forces, 

course  270°,  high  speed. 


Nothing  to  repor 


c )  By  radio  .intercept  service : 

a )  B_y_  G.I.S.  stations : 

c  )    By   naval   f  orc^es  • 

E#   Eastern  Efediterranean : 

a  )    By  .^■r,b.oa.ts_ s 

U  453:   1127/5  August  CN  3275  1  battleship, 

6  destroyers,  course 
200°. 

k )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  0705/5  August  CO  4157  40  medium-sized 

merchant  ships, 

10  escorting  vessels, 

course  150°. 

2)  1215/5  August  CJ  9S81  2  cruisers  and 

5  destroyers  shelled 
the  coast. 

c)  3y  radio  Intercept  service:  ) 
_ . tr,  ) 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations;         )  Nothing  to  report 

— — "  ) 

o )  By  naval  forces i  ) 

IV  .    Current  U-boat  ope rtrtio^ns  : 

U  75  (Deckert)  received  orders  not  to  cross  to 

the  cast  of  the  Cape  Carbonaza  (Sardinia)  - 

Cape  San  Vito  (Sicily)  line  until  further  notice. 

Reason:    Italian  cruisers  and  destroyers  are 

carrying  out  an  operation  against  Palermo  from 

Maddalona  during  the  night  of  6/7  August. 

For  the  same  reason  U  595  (Kolbling)  received 

orders  to  withdraw  from  the  coast  and  to  remain 

unobserved. 

Until  Gorman  U-boats  are  once  again  permitted  to 

operate  In  the  operational  area  off  the  north 
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coast  of  Sicily,  U  75  receives  CJ  8310  and 
8820  as  his  attack  area. 

At  2300/4  August  U  595  reported  from  7612  that  he  has 
commenced  return  passage  to  Toulon  because  the  boat 
has  sustained  considerable  damage  through  gunfire 
from  an  enemy  fighter  and  also  because  the  depth  of 
diving  is  now  restricted. 

U  455  (von  Schlippenbach)  reported  a  battleship 
and  C  destroyers "at  1127/5  August,  In  CN  3273. 
An  unsuccessful  fan  of  four  was  fired  at  the  port 
escort  and  2  torpedo  detonations  hoard  approximately 
8  minutes  later.    The  damaged  enemy  unit  reported 
by  the  Italian  radio  Intercept  service  was  probably 
the  one  involved  In  this  attack.    The  following 
reports  of  enemy  movements  were  transmitted  to 
the  boats ; 

1054/5  August  as  in  III  B  b)  1). 
1414-/5  August  as  In  III  B  b)  2). 
2125/5  August  as  In  III  A  b). 

An  extract  from  the  situation  report  together  with 
details  of  the  number  of  ships  in  enemy-occupied 
Sicilian  and  Maltese  ports  was  transmitted  to  the 
boats . 

V .  a )  Successes : ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b  )  Lessees  i         ) 

VI,  _Ge  n  e  r  a  1  si  t  ua  t_io  n  i 

In  Sicily  Catania  was  evacuated, 
(Signed)   Kreisch. 


» 


6   August,    1943 


^ •  a  )   P^-lj-ZJ[I"J?P^.JP.9J-^JL^^1.g-  at    0800  according 

A"  y[c_st ern  7\fed_itejrranea_n ; 

U  593  CJ  72    (homeward  bound), 

IT  616  CH   96, 

IT  371  CJ  77, 

IT  73  CJ  88. 

B*   E.a  s  torn  Modi  tor  ran  e  an  ; 

IT   453   CN    32, 
u'    31      CO   54. 

k)   U~boa_t_s   homeward  and   gufrjyard  "bound 
from  0800  to   08 00 .; 

U  410  put   out   from  Spezia   at   0200  on 
7  August, 
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c )  In  port ; 

(At  0800) 

1)  Spezia:  U  410. 

2)  pola :  U  596. 

3)  Toulon:  U  380,  431,  458,  565,  617. 

4)  Salamis:  II  407. 

^ ■*•  •    Air  reconnaissance  : 

A.  Wo st e rn J;tej;ll^t G^rra^ioj-n : 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 
B»  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  Cyrenaica. 
III.   Reports  on  tlbx  enemy  i 

A.  We  stern  Mo  d  i  t  e  r  r  an  e_ an : 
a  )  By  U "boats : 

Nothing  to  report. 
k )  By  air  reconnaissance t 

1)  1630/6  August  CJ  8939  7  merchant  ships 

not  exceeding 
10,000  G-.R.T., 
5  guardboats, 
westerly  course. 

2)  1900/6    August   CJ  7934   3  medium-sized 

ships,  westerly 
course. 

3)  1704/5  August  Algiers  0-  2  battleships, 

class  not 
Identified,  1 
probable  battleship 
of  the  "Texas" 
class,  probably  the 
'  .  ''Lorraine''  also. 

c)  By.  J^  .4.^.2-,-, ^ft.,0 rc eP^  so, rvA c.e  • 
Nothing  to  report. 

The  following  naval  units  were  in  the 
Mediterranean  with  the  large  convoy  which 
passed  Ceuta  on  29  July  at  about  1100 
(as  In  War  Diary,  dated  29  July,  III  A  d )   6 ) : 
the  aircraft  carrier  "Implacable",  the 
battleship  "Duke  of  York"  of  the  "King 
George  V"  class,  the  American  heavy 
cruisers  "Chester"  and  "Quincy",  the  British 
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cruisers  "Suffolk"  and  "Shropshire",  the 
light  American  cruisers  "Fargo",  "Galveston" 
and  "Buffalo11,  6  American,  6  British  anti- 
submarine torpedoboats . 

e )  By  naval  forces t 

Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Eastern  Me  d  i t  e  r r a ne  an ; 
a  )  By   U"bo_ats  : 

U  81:   0955/6  August  CO  5476  eastbound  convoy, 
b  )  By  air  r e c o n nai s_sa: n ce  ; 

1)  1010/6  August  CO  5732  3  freighters,  2 

escorting  vessels, 
course  270°. 

2)  1725/6  August  14  miles  north  of  Tobruk 

1  tanker,  easterly 
course . 

3)  0305/7  August  CN  3587  5-8  ships,  course 

and   speed  not  known. 

4)  0345/7   August   CIV   3284   probably   25    -   30 

ships,  course  and 
speed  not  known. 

c  )  By  radio  intercept  service; 

Nothing  to  report. 

d )  By  C-.I.S.  stations :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
e  )  .By  ..naval  forces  :     ) 

IV .    Current  U-boat  operations ° 

At  0955  on  8  August  In  CO  5476,  U  81  (Kreig) 

heard  4  hits  In  the  course  of  an  attack  on  an 

eastbound  convoy  but  he  observed  no  results „ 

Details  are  being  asked  for.   U  81  requested 

permission  to  return  as  the  commander  and  crew 

are  nervous  and  need  a  rest.   After  the  two 

previous  operations,  the  boat  lay  in  port  first 

for  10  and  then  for  7  days  and  this  time  it  was 

only  supposed  to  be  putting  out  for  a  short  operation 

which  caused  less  urgently  needed  repairs  to  be 

postponed.   As  the  boat  will  need  quite  considerable 

dock  repairs,  U  81  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Pola 

for  a  refit. 

U  593  (Kelbling)  intends  to  cross  the  42°  N  at  0000 

on  8  August  and  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  off  Toulon 

at  0800. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were  passed 

on  to  the  boats i 

2034/6  August  as  in  III  A  b)  1) 
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2140/6  August  as  in  III  A  b)  3) 
2340/6  August  as  In  III  B  b)  1). 

An  excerpt  from  the  situation  report 
was  transmitted  to  the  boats. 

V •     a )  Successes t 

U  81  (Kreig)  see  under  IV. 

b )  Losses ; 

According  to  a  message  from  Naval  High 
Command  General  Navy  Department  Naval 
Defense  (1A  18314  dated  6  August),  2 
officers  and  18  more  members  of  the 
crew  of  U  97  (Trox)  are  prisoners  of 
war  in  British  hands. 

V I .    CrQ_ner :aj.__s_i_tua^ion  ; 

1)  The  enemy  has  prescribed  a  route  through 
the  Sicilian  Channel  for  the  passage  of 
the  Italian  repatriation  ships  coming 
from  East  Africa  through  the  Mediterranean. 
This  route  is  very  similar  to  the  one  we 
plotted  for  the  use  of  our  own  boats. 
It  always  was  considered  to  be  the  safest 
and  simplest  route  but  as  it  passed 
through  one  of  our  own  minefields  laid 
over  two  years  ago  with  mines  set  at 
minus  5  meters,  the  boats  were  instructed 
to  proceed  submerged  to  a  depth  of  50 
meters  in  areas  less  than  200  meters 
deep . 

2)  The  routing  instructions  now  issued  by 
the  British  Government  to  the  Italian 
repatriation  ships  lead  to  the  following 
considerations i 

a)  As  the  enemj   must  now  anticipate  that 
the  Axis  Powers  will  be  using  the 
route  through  the  Sicilian  Channel  for 
U-boats,  it  is  highly  likely  that  he  will 
guard  this  route  which  he  selected  for 
the  repatriation  ships,  and  made  public 
from  the  U-boats  by  placing  deeply  laid 
mines  there.    On  the  other  hand  it  is 
believed  that  mines  will  not  be  laid  for 
surface  vessels  as  the  enemy  will  be 
wanting  to  keep  this  area  open  for  his 
Tunisia  -  Sicily  traffic. 

b)  The  fact  that  the  enemy  Is  not  taking 
the  repatriation  ships  through  the  deep 
channel  of  the  Sicilian  Channel  leads 
to  the  following  conclusions;   either 
the  areas  mined  in  their  time  by  the 
Axis  Powers  for  surface  vessels  are  still 
effective,  or  the  enemj   has  himself  laid 
mines  in  this  area,  or  he  himself  intends 
to  use  this  route  and  therefore  does  not 
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wish  to  Impede  his  own  progress.   As 
radio  intercept  service  picked  up  various 
routing  directions,  all  avoiding  the 
deep  channel,  it  is  presumed  that  there 
arc  mines  there.    It  would  therefore  be 
unwise  to  pass  through  the  Channel  on  the 
surface.    It  is  unlikely  that  there  are 
deeply  placed  enemy  anti-U-boat  nets  there. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  possible  to  pass 
through  the  deep  channel  submerged,  but  the 
boats  would  have  to  dive  under  our  .own  mine' 
fields  laid  for  surface  vessels. 

3)  After  weighing  up  all  the  pros  and  cons  the 
following  routing  direction  is  considered  to 
be  the  safest : 


From 

Poi 

nt 

A 

38° 
11° 

30 
30 

1  N, 
'  E, 

to 

B 

37° 
11° 

45 
30 

N,' 
E, 

to 

C 

37  o 
11° 

30 
32 

N, 

E, 

to 

De 

lta 

37° 

19 

30" 

N, 

llu 

26 

30" 

E, 

to 

E 

37° 

12 

30;' 

N, 

11° 

40 

30" 

E, 

to 

F 

37° 
11° 

N, 

43 

E, 

to 

G- 

36° 

12° 

52 

30i! 

N, 

to 

H 

30° 

33 

N, 

- 

12° 

40 

'  E. 

Where  the  depth  of  the  section  of  the  route 
between  C  and  Delta  Is  less  than  200  meters, 
the  boats  must,  for  safety,  proceed  at  a  depth 
of  70  meters  and  between  the  points  37°  25'  30" 
N,  11°  25'  50i!  E  and  37°  22'  N  and  11°  32'  50"  1 
they  will  have  to  dive  under  one  of  our  own 
minefields  where  the  mines  have  lower  antenna 
at  30  meters.   Whether  this  minefield  is  still 
In  existence  is  very  uncertain  as  it  was  laid 
so  long  ago.    The  rest  of  the  route  can  be 
followed  cither  on  the  surface  or  submerged 
according  to  the  situation. 
The  boats  received  the  foregoing  instructions. 


(Signed)   Krei; 


Oil, 


confidential 
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7  August,  1945 

I .  a  )    Dai  ly  I J "  b  oa  t_  p  o  si t i  cm  s    at   0800 

ace o^jJing  to   naval   grid    squares: 

A.  We sjbern  Me  di  t e rranean : 

U  593  CJ  47  (homeward  bound), 

IT   6  06  Cli   96, 

TJ   571  CJ  77, 

U   73  CJ  8820, 

IT   410  CJ  16    (outward  bound). 

B .  Ea  s  t  er n  Me dl  t e rrane an  : 

U   435    CN  32, 

U   81      CO  43    (homeward  bound). 

b )  U-boats   homeward  and   qutwa^cl^boujid 
from   0800   to    0800 • 

Nothing  to  report. 

c  )  In  "P°_£t.  i 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon;    IT  380,  431,  458,  56  5,  617. 

2)  Polas     TJ  596. 

3)  Salamis :   U  407 0 

II.  Air^ jtjb  c  onna  1  ssancc  i 

A»  Western  Meditc rrane an ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

^  •  Eajst e r n  Me d 1 1 e rranean  t 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  from  Alexandria 
to  Benghazi. 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy i 

A  •  W  e^s  t  c^r  n  Med  iter  ran  ea  n  : 
a  )  .By  U-boats  : 

Nothing  to  report. 
10 )   By  air  reconnaissance  ; 

1)  1830/7  August  CJ  9735  5  warships,  easterly 

course . 

2)  0145/8  August  CJ  8697  3  large  ships,  course 

280°,  moderate  speed. 

3)  0240/8  August  CJ  8912  4  probable  merchant 

ships,  course  90°, 
speed  slight. 
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c  )  fJJ   radA0_  intercept  service ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

d )  By  0.1. S.  stations; 

0900/7  August  the  Italian  liners  "Vulcania" 
and  "Saturnia"  put  out  from  Gibraltar  in 
to  the  Mediterranean. 

e  )  By  naval  forces  ; 
Nothing  to  report. 
B#  ,Has J3.re-^.rL_Me  djij  e  r^jig  an  ° 

a  )  By  U-boats  ; 

Nothing  to  report. 
10  )  52L  aA-r  r e c o^nna  1  s s ance_ ; 

1)  1900/7  August  CN  3229  >2  cruisers,  4 

destroyers, 
northerly  course. 

2)  1900/7  August  CJ  9839  2  cruisers,  southerly 

course . 
Cape  Passeros   7  freighters, 
25  landing  craft. 


Nothing  to  report. 


c )  By  radio  Intercept  service; 

d )  By  G.I.S.  stations ; 
e  )  By^_  na  val  _forces  ; 

IV  .    Current  U-boat  operations : 

U  81  (Kreig)  was  requested  to  provide  details 
of  the  attack  on  6  August.   U  81  reported  a 
fan  of  four  fired  at  a  group  of  10  overlapping 
steamers  of  medium  size  and  4  torpedo  detonations 
7;|  minutes  later.   Width  of  spread  150  meters. 
The  boat  intends  to  be  at  Point  Adria  at  1300  on 
8  August  and  received  instructions  for  the  passage 
through  the  Adriatic  to  Pola , 
U  616  (Koitschka),  U  73  (Deckert)  and  U  453 
(v.  Schlippenbach)  wore  asked  to  report  their 
positions.    The  three  boats  reported  as  follows; 
U  616  at  0119  from  CH  9288,  U  73  at  0325  from 
CJ  8818  and  II  453  at  0401  from  CN  3523. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  sightings  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats; 

0321/8  August  as  In  III  A  b)  2) 
0444/8  August  as  in  III  B  b)  1)  and  2) 
1836/7  August  as  in  III  Ad). 

A  summary  of  the  situation  in  Sicily,  Russia 
and  at  home  was  transmitted  to  the  boats. 
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V  .      a  )  Successes i    ) 

)  Nothing  to  report « 
b)  Los^sejs  :     ) 

V I .     General  situation : 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 

8  August,  1945 

I.  a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800 

jicVqrdlng_  tp_   naval  grid  squares  : 

^«  Western  Me d_lt err anean: 

U  593  CH  35  (homev/ard  bound) , 

U  616  CH  92, 

U  371  CJ  77, 

TJ  73   CJ  88, 

U  410  CH  63  (outward  bound). 

B»  _Ea  stern  Me  d  i  t  e  r r a  ne a  n : 

U  453  CN  35, 

U  81  CK  78  (homeward  bound). 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  ~080ir~E"o  080U1         " 

U  593  put  in  to  Toulon  at  0900  on  8  August. 

c )  In  port : 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon;    U  380,  431,  458,  565,  617. 

2)  Polai     U  596. 

3)  Salamis;   U  407. 

II .  Air  re c onnai s  s an ce s 

^ c  Fj5fSjbjs_rn  Medi terranean ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  the  Algiers  sea  area, 

Bo  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily,  Cyrenaica 
and  the  sea  area  of  Benghazi. 

III.  jjep^Pt s-..ofl  A^Q,  .e,n,8,rnX  ° 

A.  Western  Mo  d  i  t  e  rr  a  no  a  n ; 
a)    By  U-boats ; 

U  371:    1545/7   August    CJ  7737   eastbound 

convoy. 
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b  )  3y  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  0650/8  August  CJ  9717  3  large  ships, 

easterly  course, 

2  ships'  of  5,000 
G.R.T.  each, 
westerly  course, 
high  speed. 

2)  1345/8  August  6  fairly  large,  6  smaller 

ships,  7  miles  south- 
west of  Cape  Orlando,  off 
the  river  mouth. 

G  )  By  .radio  intercept  service. : 

Nothing  to  report, 
d)  iy   G- .  7  .  S  .  s  t a tl  oris  ; 

1330/8  August  Gibraltar :  15  ships,  2  cruisers, 

3  destroyers,  2  gunboats., 
1  coastal  patrol  vessel, 
1  submarine  chaser, 
easterly  course. 

e  )  By  naval  forces : 

Nothing  to  report . 
B.  Eastern  Mediterranean" 
a  )  By  IT -boats  ; 

Nothing  to  report. 
^  )  By-  ai  r  rcco nna is  sance  t 

0955/8  August  CN  2163  eastbound  convoy, 

32  medium- sized 
freighters,  course 
and  speed  not 
identified. 

c  )  B J-  r-a-^- ^-..Q  ■■rl-P-A0  re  e  p  t  s  e  rv  i  c  e  ; 
Nothing  to  report. 


7  August  4  steamers  put  out  from  Iskanderun 
for  Beirut  on  the  night  of  7/8  August. 

)  By  naval  forces  : 

Nothing  to  report. 
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-^ •    Current  U-boat  operations : 

Now  that  German  U-boats  have  again  been  granted 
permission  to  operate  in  the  area  off  the 
north  coast  of  Sicily  (because  Italian  naval 
forces  have  now  finished  operating  in  tho 
area),  U  73  (Deckert)  received  as  his  attack 
area  the  area  off  the  north  coast  of  Sicily 
between  the  parallels  of  CJ  8934  and  9735. 
U  410  (Fenski)  was  ordered  to  proceed  to 
CJ  8595  via  CJ  7519  and  CJ  8731.    He  is  to 
operate  off  the  north  coast  of  SIcilyj    the 
attack  area  will  be  announced  later. 
U  371  (Mehl)  reported  a  success  (see  V  a). 
Routing  instructions  for  the  passage  through 
the  Sicilian  Channel  (as  In  War  Diary,  dated 
6  August,  para.  VI)  were  transmitted  to  the 
boats  together  with  a  summary  of  the  situation 
In  Sicily,  Russia  and  on  the  Home  Front. 

Tho  following  reports  of  enemy  sightings  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats: 

1337/3  August  as  In  III  A  b)  1) 
1737/8  August  as  in  III  B  b) 
0003/9  August  as  In  III  A  d). 

An  enemy  reconnaissance  aircraft  reported  a 
U-boat  at  1455  In  45'  N  (the  degree  figure  was 
not  given),  15°  3'  E,  course  90°,  speed  8  knots. 
It  is  probably  IT  455  (v.  Schlippenbach) . 

V  .     a )  Successes s 

At  1545  on  7  August  in  CJ  7737  (15  miles 
northeast  of  Cape  do  Per),  U  731  (Mehl) 
sank  a  freighter  of  5,000  G.R.T.,  belonging 
to  an  eastbound  convoy  and  probably  scored 
another  hit . 

b  )  Losses: 

Nothing  to  report, 

V I .     General ^sj  t  ua  t  ion : 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


!> 


9  August,  1945 


I.     a)  Daily  U*-boat  positions  at  0800 

a.c  cor  ding  ""to  "naval  ..grid"  squares  : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


U  616  CH  92,   U  371  CJ  77. 

U  73   CJ  86,   U  410  CH  6  9' (outward  bound). 


s 
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B.  Eastern  Med_iterj^an_ean_;_ 

U  453  CN  35 , 

IJ  81  CK  44  (homeward  bound). 

10 )  U"boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
0800  to  0800 : 

TJ  451  put  out  from  Toulon  at  1900  on 
9  August. 

c )  In  port ; 

™~*      (At  0800) 

1)  Toulon;    U  380,  431,  458,  565,  595,  617. 

2)  Pola:     U  596. 

3)  Salami s:   U  407. 

^ - ♦   Air  reconnaissance ; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  the  sea  area  of 
Algiers. 

B •  Eas_tor_n  jfcj-i_t o rranean ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily,  the  Nile  Delta 
as  far  as  Cape  Ras  Amor, 

III.   Reports  on  the  enemy; 


A,  We stern  M o d ite rranean » 

a  )  By  U-boats : 

1833/10  August  CJ  7737  westbound  convoy, 

cruisers . 

k  )   ?Z^i£> I^p° nna issjajacj3  • 

1)  0840/9  August  CJ  7921  5  M.T.B.s,  south- 

easterly course. 

2)  1625/9  August  CJ  8354  4  light  cruisers, 

4  destroyers,  course 
75°,  moderate  speed. 
2  cruisers,  7  large 
ships  outside  Palermo 
harbor.   1  mile  out- 
side Marsala  harbor. 

" c  )  By  rad io_  ln_t ere ept  s e  rvi  c  e  ; 

Active  radio  traffic  between  Casablanca, 
Oran  and  Algiers  suggests  great  convoy 
activity. 
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)  1720/9  August  Tangier 


4)  1445/9  August  Tangier; 


d )  By  G-.I.S.  stations  ° 

1)  An  agent  in  Tangiers  reported  the 
impending  arrival  of  a  squadron  of  the 
American  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean; 
several  aircraft  carriers  will  join 
the  squadron  to  strengthen  It. 

2)  0940/9  August  Tangier;   1  freighter 

of  5,000  G.R.T., 
1  probable  transport 

•of  approximately 
4,000  G.R.T.  with 
two  funnels,  1 
destroyer. 

5  auxiliary 
aircraft  carriers, 
making  for  the 
Mediterranean, 
put  in  to 
Gibraltar  at 
1900/9  August. 

24  freighters  of 
5,000  -  7,000 
G  •  R  o  T  • ,  7 
freighters  of 
2,000  -  4,000 
G.R.T.,  2  destroyers 
4  guar db oats, 
making  for  the 
Mediterranean.   9 
of  these  ships  put 
in  to  Gibraltar 
at  1845/9  August. 

5)  1815/9  August  Gibraltar;   5  freighters, 

1  transport, 
1  destroyer, 
4  corvettes 
making  for  the 
Mediterranean 
joined  the  convoy 
reported  under  3). 

Nothing   to   report. 
•    Ba s t e r n  Jfc d It c rrano an : 
a )    By  U-boats ; 

Nothing  to  report, 
k  )    2L  °:P-r,  rcco nna is a  an c e  ; 

1)    0744/9  August   CN  3251   4   freighters, 

course   170°, 
moderate    speed. 
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2)  0745/9  August  CN  3257  3  merchant  ships, 

5  small  ships, 
making  for  Syracuse. 

°)  By  radio  intercept  service; 

There  are  several  convoys  between  Alexandria 
and  Malta. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 

e )  By  naval  f qrces :     ) 

IV.   Current  U-boat  operations: 


in  1  ■  ■  1 


U  371  (Mohl)  reported  that  he  fired  an  unsuccessful 
fan  of  four  at  a  cruiser  in  CJ  7737  at  1833  on 
10  August^   4  detonations  were  heard  so  that  the 
torpedoes  probably  hit  units  of  the  convoy.    The 
possibility  of  end  of  run  detonators  must  not  be 
excluded.    The  boat  has  commenced  return  passage 
to  Toulon  with  the  periscope  out  of  action  and 
intends  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  at  1100  on  11  August. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
passed  on  to  the  boats: 


18 10/9  August  as  in  III  A  b)  2) 
0030/10  "  as  in  III  A  b)  2) 
0313/10   "    as  in  III  Ad). 


A  summary  of  the  situation  in  Sicily  and  Russia 
was  transmitted  to  the  boats . 

V •    a )  Successes ; 

U  371  (Mehl)  see  under  IV. 

b )  Losses  1 

Nothing  to  report. 

v ^ *    General  situati on ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


l(LillIS2i2is.  J-945 


a  )    Bo-i.i;/;.  U-boat  po  s  it  ions   at  _0800  according 
to'  naval  grid   squares : 

A .  We stcr n  Me_dl t_e_rr an ean: 

U  616   Cfl  92, 
IT   73      CJ  86, 


U  410  CJ  75    (outward  bound) 
U  371  CJ  74    (homeward  bound) 
U  431   CH  63. 
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B .  Ea st e  rn  Med i t orranean : 

U  453  ON  35 , 

U  81  CJ  26  (homeward  bound). 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  08001 

U  81  put  In  to  Pola  at  1230  on  10  August. 

U  596  put  in  to  Pola  at  1400  on  10  August. 

c )  In  port ; 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon;    IT  458,  380,  565,  593,  617. 

2)  Pola:     IT  596. 

3)  Salamis:  U  407. 

II.    Air  reconnaissances 

^'   We  s  t  e  r n  Mo  d  iter r  a no an ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alboran. 

•B*  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  from 
Alexandria  to  the  Benghazi  sea  area. 

^ ~ ^-  •    Reports  on  the  enemy : 

A.  Wo_s_te_rn  Meditorranejxn : 

a)  By  U-boats ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

b  )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  0200/10  August  CJ  9855  1  cruiser. 

2)  0020/10  August  CJ  8934  4  ships. 

3)  0750/10  August  CJ  8688  4  cruisers,  4 

destroyers, 
westerly  course, 
high  speed. 

4)  1600/10  August  CJ  8934  24  ships,  8  escort 

vessels,  north- 
we s  terly  c our s e . 

5)  1855/10  August   CJ  7931   4   tank-landing 

craft,  350  A, 
westerly  coui^e. 

6)  1900/10  August  CJ  7829  1  heavy  cruiser, 

westerly  course, 
zigzagging. 

7)  0305/11  August  CJ  9493  5  ships. 

8)  1300/11  August  CH  7674  35  units,  easterly 

CONFIDENTIAL  course,  speed  slight 
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c )  J3y_  radio  intercept  service ; 

Nothing  to  report, 
(1)  3y  G.I.S.  stations; 

1G45  -  1745/9  August  Ceuta; 


28  freighters, 

3  destroyers, 

4  corvettes, 
niardboats • 


e> 


e  )  By  naval ,'  fore e  s  : 

Nothing  to  report. 
B»  Eas_tern  -Ti;led;iterran_oan ; 
a )  By  U-boats ° 

Nothing  to  report. 
^  )  By  air  ^econn/ais_3ajice_ ° 

1)  0830  -  0910/10  August  CJ  9894  1  cruiser, 

northerly  course. 

CN  3219  4  small  coasting 
vessels, 

CN  3219  1  escort  vessel, 
1  freighter, 
northerly  course. 

CN  3216  5  small  coasting 

vessels,  southerly 
course . 

2)  1800/10  August  CN  3251  30  -  40  units,  northerly 

course,  CJ  9875  1 
cruiser,  2  destroyers, 
s  outherly  c  ours e • 


c)  By  radio  Intercept  service:) 


) 

)  Nothing  to  report , 

) 


d)  By  jj._I.S.  stations 

c  )  B3^_^nay  a  1  fore  e  s  :  ) 

IV  ,     Cjurrent  U-boat  operations  ; 

After  the  departure  of  U  371,  U  410  (Penski)  was 

ordered  to  operate  In  the  former  operational  area 

of  U  371  off  the  coast  of  North  Africa  between 

the  meridians  of  CJ  7865  and  CH  9665  instead  of  off 

the  north  coast  of  Sicily  as  originally  intended. 

U  451  (ochoeneboom)  has  commenced  his  return 

passage  because  his  Junkers  compressor  has  broken 

down.   He  Intends  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  off 

Toulon  at  0700  on  11  August. 

U  455  (v.  Schlippenbach)  has  commenced  return  passa 

to  Pola  owing  to  miscellaneous  damage. 

Reports  on  the  enemy  were  transmitted  to  the  boats 

as  follows s 

0841/10  August  as  in  III  A  d ), 
1010/10  August  as  in  III  A  b)  5), 
CONFIDENT  [.  L 
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OOOS/ll  August  as  In  III  A  b)  8), 

0100/11  August  as  In  III  A  b  4)  and  III  B  o)    <Z), 

0402/11  August  as  In  III  A  b)  6). 

A  summary  of  the  situation  in  Sicily, 
Russia,  the  Par  East  and  at  home  was 
transmitted  to  the  boats. 
TJ  453  (Diggins)  was  to  have  put  out  on 
2  August.    This  date  will  probably  have 
to  be  put  back  to  14  August  owing  to  an 
epidemic  of  dysentry  in  the  boat.    In 
answer  to  enquiries  made  of  29th  U-boat 
Flotilla  in  Toulon  as  to  whether  this  period 
could  not  be  shortened,  It  was  stated  that 
it  would  be  impossible  because  of  the  risk 
of  Infection  and  the  weakened  condition  of 
the  crew, 

V .  a )  Successes i    ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Lo  s  s  e  s  ;     ) 

VI.  General  situations 

— m     m  i  <m<  wi'-f.i«   »  ■  ii  ifi  ■■  ii  i  ■   ■■■!—■  . 

\ 

The  internal  political  situation  in  Italy 
makes  It  Imperative  to  find  means  of 
providing  alternative  TJ-boat  bases  for  those 
of  Pola  and  Spezia,   Although  the  dockyard 
at  Toulon  Is  at  present  able  to  hold  the 
required  number  of  boats  It  must  be  taken 
Into  account  that; 

a)  It  also  lies  within  the  Italian  sphere  of 
action, 

b)  it  is  still  liable  to  air  raids, 

c)  it  would  be  impossible  under  present 
circumstances  for  U-boats  in  the  Eastern 
Mediterranean  to  reach  Toulon. 

Owing  to  the  development  of  the  military 
situation  it  is  now  very  dangerous  to  pass 
through  the  Strait  of  Messina,  whereas 
though  not  without  its  difficulties,  the 
Sicilian  Channel  can  still  be  used  at  present, 
but  only  by  boats  with  full  diving  capacity. 
Should  it  ever  bc~  suggested  to  use  the  Strait 
of  Messina,  the  above  would  apply  there  also. 
It  therefore  seems  essential  to  expand  the 
U-boat  base  of  Salamis  so  that  three  boats 
could  be  repaired  and  also  completely  overhauled 
in  the  dockyard  at  the  same  time*    In  order 
to  gauge  the  material  and  labor  requirements 
involved,  Captain  U-boats  Italy  (Unit  Engineer 
Officer)  organized  conferences  on  2  -  4  August 
with  Admiral  Aegean  (Dockyard  Control  Staff), 
Deutsche  Werke  Kiel,  Deutsche  Werke  Salamis  and 
with  the  U-boat  base  of  Salamis.   Because 
Salamis  Is  at  the  moment  unable  to  carry  out 
major  repairs  (changing  engines,  batteries, 
torpedo  tubes,  extensive  structural  repairs), 
Naval  High  Command,  Naval  War  Staff,  quartermaster 
department  -  U-boat  section  (In  Qu  AU  Most  Secret 
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1984/43  dated  8  August)  offered  to  expand 
Salamis  so  that  3  boats  could  be  accommodated 
there  at  the  same  time.    The  essential 
material  requirement  to  be  concentrated  on 
is  the  expansion  of  the  Spare  Parts  Depot  so 
that  it  can  stock  spare  parts  and  accessories 
such  as  spare  engines,  batteries,  torpedo  tubes 
and  constructional  sheet  metal.    It  is  estimated 
that  about  100  more  workmen  will  be  required. 
It  tras  requested  that  the  material  requirements 
and  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
workers  should  be  completed  sufficiently  to.  allow 
them  to  be  brought  in  as  quickly  as  possible  to 
he3.p  with  all  other  necessary  preparations. 
It  must,  in  addition,  be  noted"  that  the  dockyard 
of  Salamis  still  lacks  any  anti-aircraft  defenses, 
But  there  are  at  least  2  fairly  large  tunnels 
in  the  rocks  which  are  used  as  air  raid  shelters 
and  where  stores  are  also  kept.    They  are  bomb 
proof  and  could  be  fitted  out  as  workshops. 
Whether  the  existing  air  raid  precautions  should 
be  increased  is  a  problem  that  must  be  dealt  with 
elsewhere . 

The  living  quarters  In  Salamis  will  be  able  to 
accommodate  three  crews  quite  easily  and  they  are 
adequately  protected  from  air  attack. 


(Signed)   Krelsch. 


11  August,  1943 


I •    a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  ace or ding 
to  naval  Rrld  squares: 


» 


-^  •  We  s  t e  rn  Mo  di  t  e  rr ane  an  ; 

17  616  CH  92, 

U  73  GJ  86, 

U  410  CJ  74, 

U  371  CH  36  (homeward  bound), 

U  431  CH  33  (homeward  bound). 

B,  Ea  s  t  o  rn  Me  di t  c  rr-an  c  an  ; 

U  453  CH  33  (homeward  bound), 
IT  596  CJ  62  (outward  bound). 

]j )  Il~boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  0800 : 

U  431  put  in  to  Toulon  at  0800  on  11  August. 
U  371  put  In  to  Toulon  at  1200  on  11  August. 
U  380  put  out  from  Toulon  at  1300  on  11  August 
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c  )  In  .port : 

(At  08  00) 

1)  Toulon s    TT  458,  380,  56  5,  5  93,  617. 

2)  Polaj      U  81. 

3)  Salamiss   U  407. 

-*- ^ •    Air  re connalssance i 

A •  Western  Me dl t err ane an t 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Cape  Tones. 

^"   East orn  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  from 
Nile  Delta  to  Benghazi. 

Ill  •    Report  sjnt  he  _  enemy  ; 

A#  W e  3 1  c  rn  Me  dl t e r  r ane a n : 

a  )  By  U-boats : 

1)  U  73s   1943/11  August  CJ  9716  1  American 

cruiser  of 
the  '^Brooklyn" 
class,  2 
destroyers . 

2)  IT  380;  2355/11  August  CH  3653  1  surfaced 

submarine . 

k  )  By  a_ir  reconnaissance  : 

1)  0908/11  August  CH  9176  20  -  25  merchant 

ships,  course  200°. 

2)  1030/11  August  CJ  9723  4  destroyers, 

westerly  course, 
2-g-  miles  astern 
1  cruiser,  2 
destroyers . 

5)  ,1554/11  August  CJ  9721  1  cruiser,  1 

destroyer,  westerly 
course,  high  speed. 

4)  1330/11  August  CJ  9882  1  cruiser, 

4  escort  vessels, 
westerly  course. 

5)  1605/11  August  CJ  9721  1  heavy  cruiser, 

1  destroyer, 
westerly  course, 
high  speed. 

6)  In  addition  fairly  small  naval  units 

and  landing  craft  were  continually  sighted 
during  the  course  of  the  day  off  the  north 
coa'st  of  Tunisia,  in  the  Sicilian  Channel 
and  off  the  north  coast  of  Sicily. 
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0 )  By  radio  intcrcep_t  service ; 

1)  According  to  radio  traffic  there  are 
convoys  running  between  Algiers  and 
Bizerta. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations . 

0900/9  August  Alboran:   13  ships,  3  escorts 

making-  for   the 


Me  di t  e  rrane  an . 


e  )  3y  naval  forceps; 
Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Eastern  Mediterranean 


a)  By  U-boats; 

Nothing  to  report. 

k  )   By   air  reconr.aiss_a_ncj5 ; 

Small  naval  units  and  landing  craft  sighted 
several  times  In  the  sea  area  south  and  east 
of  Sicily. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 

According  to  radio  traffic  in  the  morning 
there  were  two  convoys  or  formations  in  the 
Benghazi  area, 

d )  By  G.I.S.  stations ; ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
o  )  By__  naval  forces  ;    ) 

IV  .        Cui^int  N"boat   operations  ; 

U  73  (Deckert)  was  asked  to  report  his  position. 

U  73  reported  a  success  (see  V  a). 

U  453  (von  Schlippenbach)  intends  to  be  at  Entrance 

Point  Adriatic  at  1400  on  12  August  and  received 

instructions  for  the  passage  through  the  Adriatic. 

U  380  (Roether)  reported  an  enemy  submarine  as  in 

III  A  a)  2). 

The  boats  received  reports  of  important  enemy 

sightings  as  well  as  extracts  from  the  situation 

report. 

V .    a )  Successes ; 

At  1945  on  11  August  in  CJ  9716,  U  73  (Deckert) 
fired  a  fan  of  four  torpedoes  equipped  with  non- 
contact  firing  units  at  an  American  cruiser  of 
the  "Brooklyn"  class,  2  hits  and  sinking  noises 
were  heard.    It  can  be  assumed  that  the  ship 
was  definitely  sunk. 
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b )    Losses ; 

U  409  (Massmann)  is  temporarily  reported 
missing  with  effect  from  16  -July  1943. 
(Naval  War  Staff,  Second  Division/c-in-G 
U-boats  Operations  G  8039  A5  dated  10 
August ) . 

VI.    General  s  i t u at  ion : 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


12  August,    1945 


^  •  a  )   Daily  J  "boat   po  siti  o  n  s  _at__0S00  according 

to   na*vaT_  grid   square's* : 

A«  Weste  rn  Mediterranean. ; 

U  616  CH  95, 
U  410  CJ  74, 
U  75  CJ  97, 
U   380   CH  39    (outward   bound). 

B*   Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

U  453   CK  77    (homeward  bound), 
U   596    GE  72    (outward   bound). 

^  )   TIr9°!Li£  homeward  and  outward_bound 
from   0800   to"  0800 :  ""  ' 

U  431   put   out  from  Toulon  at  1400 
on  12  August. 

c  )    In  port ; 

(At    08  00) 

1)  Toulon;         U   371,    431,    458,    565,    593,    617. 

2)  Polas  U   81. 

3)  Salami s ;      U   407. 

■*■  - •  Air   r ec ojnna  1  s sane e  s 

A-  y^.fiti.Qr^- J-fedi torr anean ; 

Reconnaissance   as    far  as   Algiers. 
•B*  IiM13.0  rn  Me d i t c rr anoan ; 

Reconnaissance   around  Sicily,  of   Cyrenaica. 
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III.    Reports  p.n_thc  enemy; 

A»  Western  Medi  te  rrajiean : 
a)  By  U-boats : 

Nothing  to  report, 
^ )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  0745/12  August  CH  9736  2  large  naval  units 

and  1  destroyer  were 
shelling  the  coast 
under  strong  fighter 
cover. 

2)  1550/12  August  CJ  8361  4  merchant  ships, 

course  60°,  moderate 
speed. 

3)  1015  -  1155/12  August   4  small  units  li 

miles  northwest  of 
>  Cape  Gallo. 
1  destroyer,  1  mile 
north  of  Cape  Zaffarano, 
easterly  course. 
1  cruiser  and  2 
destroyers  Qjr   miles 
west  of  Cape  Cefalu, 
10  miles  northnorth- 
west  of  Cape  Orlando, 
westerly  course. 

c  )  ;3y  radio  intercept  service : 

Nothing  to  report. 

d)  3y  G .  I . S  .  s_  t  a t  i onsi ; 

1)  2130  -  2200/12  August  Gibraltar:  1  large 

steamer, 
45  medium- 
sized  steamers 
4  large  tanker: 
1  destroyer, 
8  gunboats 
coming  from 
the  Atlantic, 
making  for 
the  Straits „ 

2)  According  to  an  agent's  report  the  aircraft 
carrier  "Indomitable"  is  in  dock  in 
Gibraltar  (see  War  Diary,  dated  3  August, 
III  A  d). 


3)  0245/15  August  Gibraltar;  3  freighters, 

1  escort  vessel, 
making  for  the 
Mediterranean. 
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e )    By  naval   forces ; 
Nothing    to   report. 
B.   East  era  Med it erranean ; 

a)  By  U-boats; 

U  453;   0104/13  August  OK  4873  1  submarine. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance; 

1)  0645/0810/12  August  ON  3212  1  probable 

light 
cruiser, 
making  for 
Catania., 
stopped. 

2)  0750/12  August  CN  3254  7  merchant  ships, 

ON  3254,  northerly 
course . 

3)  1700/12  August  CO  5572  15  medium™ sized 

freighters,  6 
escorting  vessels, 
westerly  course, 
moderate  speed. 

4)  0245/15  August  CN  3314  1  merchant  ship 

not  exceeding 
10,000  G.R.T., 
2  escorts, 
probably 
destroyers . 

c  )  By  r a d  1  o_  in t  e  r  c  e  pt  ^service  ; 

0744/12  August  CN  2637  convoy  or  formation 

was  attacked  by 
aircraft. 

d)  By  G>I.S.  stations;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
e  )  Bx  _na  va  1  f  or  c  e  s  ;     ) 

^-v  •     C_ur_rent  U-boat  operations  ; 

IT  596  (Nonn)  was  ordered  to  proceed  eastwards 

from  CO  5115  via  CO  5395  and  received  as  his 

attack  area  the  area  east  of  31°  E. 

U  410  (Fenski)  and  II  616  (Koitschka)  were 

requested  to  report  their  positions.   At  0153 

U  616  reported  from  CH  9275.   IJ  410  did  not 

report . 

U  453  (v.  Schlippenbach)  evaded  a  fan  of  four 

fired  by  an  enemy  submarine  as  In  III  B)  a), 

-578- 


r'0>'yiDENTIAL 
SECURITY  INFORMATION 


13.r 


E 


CONFIDENTIAL 


The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats: 

1234/12  August  as  in  III  A  b)  1). 
2052/12  August  as  in  III  A  b)  2), 
0554/13  August  as  in  III  A  d)  1)  and  3). 

A  summary  of  the  situation  in  Sicily,  in  Russia 
and  at  home  was  transmitted  to  the  boats. 

V •    a )  Successes :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses  ;     ) 

V I •    General^  situation  t 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)  Kreisch. 


13  August,    1945 

-•  a)   Daily  U-boat  positions   at  0900  according 

'to  naval   grid  s~quaros  i 

A  •  1|ft'e s ^e  rn,  Me ^ ^e r^;-,ft£ar\ ; 

IT  616    CH  92, 

U   410   GJ  74, 

U  73      GJ   97, 

U  380  GJ  71    (outward  bound), 

U  431  GN  63    (outward  bound), 

B.   Eastern  Mediterraneans 


U  453   CK  45    (homeward  bound). 
U   596   GO   12    (outward  bound). 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  To~'5&b"oTw 


***"—'  ■  »    '   <■    w* 


Nothing  to  report. 

c )  In  port t 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon:    U  371,  458,  565,  593,  617. 

2)  Pola:     U  81. 

3)  Salami s:   U  407. 

1  -*- *   Air  reconnai_s s_anc_e  : 

A  •  jl°-sJjcjr n,  Me d  1 t  e  r  r  a  no  an : 

Reconnaissance  as   far  as   Alb o ran. 
B.   Eastern  Mediterraneans 

•  -•      ■       •      ■  urn  ■■■■■!  ...... ■ i     -■   —       t ■-       -  |       <w>l^.,. 

Reconnaissance   around  Sicily  from  Alexandria   to 
Benghazi. 
-TDEKTML  _„9, 
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III .        Reports    on  the   enemy: 

A#   Western   Mediterranean: 

a)  By  U-boats : 
Nothing  to   report. 

b )  By  air   r  e c  o  nna i s  s  a  nc e ° 

1)  1500/13  August  CH  7494  large  convoy 

or  350,000  - 
400,000  G.fl.T., 
8  destroyers 
and  corvettes. 

2)  1823/13  August  CH  9663  1  tanker  of 

12,000  -  14,000 
G.R.T.,  3 
destroyers, 
westerly  course. 

3)  1835/13  August  CJ  7578  8  medium-sized 

freighters,  course 
100°, 

4)  OC40/0805/13  August  CJ  8934  4  destroyers 

or  cruisers, 
westerly  course, 
CJ  9728  4  merchant 

ships  not  exceeding 
2,000  G.R.T., 
course  and  speed 
not  known. 

5)  1750  -  1925/13  August  Cape  Cefalu 

6  transports  not 
exceeding  5,000 
G.R.T.,  1  cruiser, 
2  torpedo  boats, 
easterly  course. 
CJ  9711  5  destroyers, 
easterly  course. 


6)  1015/13  August  CJ  8871  1  transport, 

course  30°,  hi, 
speed. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations:  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report. 

e  )  SL  fl.a.XaA.  f.ov?„Q,3r-  °  ) 

3*  Qa-3 P-9.PJ1  .-Me- Q\ P- e. rTr .all!3.a.^; 
a  )   By  U-boats : 

Nothing   to   report. 
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b )  By  air  reconnaissance; 

1)  0620  -  0750/13  August  5  medium-sized 

merchant  chips,  2 
escort  vessels,  5 
miles  eastnorth- 
east  of  Augusta.  3 
medium-sized  warships, 
southwesterly  course, 
7-g-  miles  eastnortheast 
of  Syracuse  (CN  3251). 
3  medium-sized  warships, 
northeasterly  course, 
6  miles  southeast  of 
Syracuse  (CN  3282). 

2)  1725  -  1855/13  August  9889  1  light  cruiser 

stopped?   2  destroyers 
and  4  escort  vessels 
cruising  around. 

3)  1015/13  August  CJ  8871  1  transport,  course 

30°,  high  speed. 

c  )  3y  yadio  intercept  service : 

According  to  radio  traffic  there  is  a  convoy 
on  the  Benghazi  route  probably  bound  for  Malta. 

^)  By  Q.I.S.  stations;  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
e )  By  naval  forces  ;     ) 

IV .   Current  TJ-b  o  a  t  oper  at  ions  i 

U  330  (Roether)  Intends  to  bo  in  CJ  8731  at 

1000/15  August. 

U  410  (Fenski.)  was  asked  for  the  second  time 

to  report  his  position.   No  report  was  received. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats; 

1301/13  August  as  in  III  A  b)  4). 

2034/13  August  as  in  III  A  b)  1), 

0147/14  August  as  in  III  A  b)  5). 

0545/14  August  as  in  III  A  b)  2)  and  3). 

A  summary  of  the  situation  was  also  transmitted  to  the 
boats . 

V  .     a  )  Successes ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses :     ) 

VI,   Groneral  si  tua tion ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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14  August,  1945 

I.     a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800 

according  to  naval  gr id  square s^; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean; 

U  616  Cli  95 , 

U  410  CJ  77, 

U  73   CJ  97, 

U  380  CJ  74  (outward  bound), 

U  431  CJ  71  (outward  bound). 

B*  Eastern  Mediterranean; 

U  453  CJ  26   (homeward  bound). 
U  596  CO  52   (outward  bound). 

b )  N-boats  outward  and  homeward  bound 
from  08 00  to  0800; 

U  453  put  In  to  Tola  at  1232  on  14  August. 
IT  458  put  out  from  Pola  at  2000  on  14  August. 

c )  In  port : 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon:   U  371,  458,  565,  593,  617. 

2)  Folai     U  81. 

3)  Salamiss  U  407. 

■"■  I  •    Air_  r_e c o nn a  1  s  s  an  c  e  t, 

A.  West er n  Me d i t e rrane an ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

E.  Ea s  t e r n  Mo d i  t e  rr ane  an : 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  of 
Cyrenaica , 

III.        Report3|  on  the   enemy; 

A»  We  stern  Mo  di t e rrane an : 

a )    By  U-boats : 

Nothing  to  report. 

b }  Bj  ^ al r  r c  c onnai s  s  anc  e i 

1)  0850/14  August  CJ  7932  1  light  cruiser 

of  the  "Brooklyn" 
class,  2  destroyers 
westerly  course, 

2)  1817/14  August  CJ  9475  1  probable  cruiser 

formation,  course 
75°,  high  speed. 
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3)  1820/14  August  CH  8294  eastbound  convoy 

of  40  ships  (possibly 
the  large  convoy  first 
sighted  yesterday). 

c )  By  radio  inte rcept  service : 

Nothing  to  report. 

& )  By  G.I.o.  stations : 

0900/14  August  Gibraltar:  2  auxiliary  aircraft 

carriers  put  out  in 
to  the  Mediterranean; 
at  1800  and  at  1920 
they  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  again. 

e  )  By  naval  forces : 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


a  )  By  U-boats  : 

Nothing  to  report. 
k J  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  0810/14  August  GN  3213  1  cruiser,  2  destroyers, 

making  for  Taormina. 
3  units  making  for 
Catania. 

2)  1346/14  August  putting  out  from  Augusta 

and  turning  away  to 
the  south. 

3)  1415/14  August  Navy  at  Messina  reported 

2  cruisers,  3  steamers 
between  10,000  and 
20,000  G.R.T., 
bearing  195°,  15 
miles  from  Messina; 
the  cruisers  were 
shelling  the  coast. 

c)  By  radio  Intercept  service: 
Nothing  to  report. 

d )  By„  .0;  »I « S  .  s  tat  ions  : 

According  to  an  agent's  report,  1  aircraft 
carrier  carrying  40  aircraft,  2  torpedoboats, 
3  submarines,  2  M.T.B.s,  1  oil  tanker  were 
proceeding  from  Beirut  to  Alexandria  on  8  August. 
It  is  difficult  to  credit  this  report. 
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e )  By  naval  forces : 

Nothing  to  report. 

-^ •    Current  U-boat  operations s 

fa)  U  410  (Penski)  was  asked  for  the  third 

time  to  report  his  position.    No  report 

was  received. 

Grave  concern  is  felt  for  the  boat. 

TJ  330  (Roether)  received  as  his  attack  area 

the  area  off  the  north  coast  of  Sicily  between 

the  meridians  of  CJ  83  94  and  9725;  U  73  (Decker t) 

the  adjoining  area  eastward  as  far  as  the 

meridian  of  CJ  9576. 

After  having  been  requested  to  do  so,  U  73 

reported  details  of  the  attack  made  on  the 

American  cruiser  of  the  "Brooklyn1'  class  on 

11  August. 

U  431  (Schoeneboom)  was  instructed  that  he 

will  operate  off  the  northern  coast  of  Sicily, 

this  cancels  his  sailing  orders  to  proceed 

through  the  Sicilian  Channel.   The  boat  was 

ordered  to  proceed  via  CJ  8595.   U  431  intends 

to  be  in  CJ  8739  on  the  morning  of  16  August. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats i 

1038  and  1232/14  August  as  in  III  Ad). 
1107  and  1907/14  August  as  in  III  A  b)  1). 
2216/14  August  as  in  III  A  b)  3). 

A  summary  of  the  situation  was  transmitted  to 
the  boats. 

The  Italian  Navy  has  cancelled  the  anti- 
submarine hunt  east  of  Taormina  (see  War  Diary 
dated  2  August)  and  intends  to  have  their  own 
U-boats  operate  there. 

V .     a  )  Successes i 

Nothing  to  report. 

b )  Los s es; 

U  561  (Lieutenant  (.j.g.-)  Honning)  was  reported 
missing  with  effect  from  12  July  1943. 
(Naval  War  Staff,  .Second  Division/c~in-C 
U-boats  (Operations)  G.  8045  A  5  dated 
12  August ) . 

^  -*•  •    G-e  no  ra  1  s  i  tua  t  i  o  n  : 
Nothing  to  report. 

:»;  i  (Signed)   Kreisch. 
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15  August,  1945 

I ,     a  )  Dallv  U -boat  positionsi  at  0900  according 
to  naval  grid  squares : 

A»  We  stem  Mediterranean : 

U  616  CH  95, 

U  73   GJ  97, 

U  380  CJ  85  (outward  bound), 

U  431  CJ  87  (outward  bound), 

U  458  CH  39  (outward  bound), 

U  410  CJ  77. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

U  596  CO  66  (outward  bound). 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
_0gvT0_  _tb  0"6"Q0l 

Nothing  to  report. 

o  )  In  port : 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon:    U  371,  565,  593. 

2)  Pola:     U  81,  455. 

3)  Salamis;   U  407. 

^ •*- •   AJ-P^  r e c o nna iss  an qe  i 

•^•*  Western  Mediterranean; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers, 

■^*  ff,a.3A®£EL jJfedlt;er>r- anean ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  from 
Alexandria  to  Benghazi. 

III.   Reports  on  the  enemy; 

^■'   W e_s t e r n  M e d i t e r r anean ; 

a)  By  U-boats ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

b  )  ,By___ai-.r.  reconnais sanoe  : 

0145/15  August  CJ  9572  2  merchant  ships,  cource 

80°,  moderate  speed. 

c  )  _B_y  radio  intercept  service  ; 
Nothing  to  report. 
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d )  By  G . I .3 .    stations : 

*  —  tji  m  ■  •■■    ■■      I       ■■■—■■      ■■■         )    up     '  ■■■■    ■    ■ 

0845/15  August  2  auxiliary  aircraft 

carriers,  6  destroyers 
put  out  from  Gibraltar 
into  the  Mediterranean. 
At  1600  and  1700  they 
put  in  to  Gibraltar 
again. 

e )  By  naval  forces; 
Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean; 

a)  By^J^"2boats: 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  1030  -  1210/15  August  east  of  Augusta, 

1  battleship, 
making  for  Catania. 

2)  1150/15  August  CJ  9858  1  heavy  cruiser, 

1  light  cruiser, 
easterly  course. 

3)  1150/15  August  CJ  9815  1  destroyer. 

4)  1150/15  August  CN  3254  4  M.T.B.s, 

northerly  course. 

5)  1910/15  August  CJ  9884  3  torpedoboats, 

easterly  course. 

c )  B;/  radio  intercept  service : 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G . I . S .  s  t a t i  on s ; 

10  August.  A  fairly  large  British  tanker 
and  a  Greek  steamer,  the  "Elpi",  put  In  to 
Iskanderun. 

e )  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing   to    report. 

I V .  Current  U-boat   operations : 

U  431     (iiohoeneboott),     U  380    (Roether),    U  73 
(Ueckert),    in   that   order  from  west   to  cast 
received  as    their  attack  areas,    the   area  between 
the  meridians   of  CJ  86 94  and   9576    in   strips    of 
equal  width  running  from  north  to   south. 
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A  report  of  enemy  movements  was  transmitted 
to  the  boats: 

1341/15  August  as  in  III  A  d). 

A  summary  of  the  situation  was  transmitted 
to  the  boats. 

V  •    a  )  Successes :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  losses ;     ) 

VI.   General  situation c 

Because  wo  now  more  than  suspect  that  instead 
of  using  his  own  location  activity,  the  enemy 
is  making  long-range  target  approaches,  picking 
up  the  radiation  of  U-boat  radar  interception 
receiving  sets,  C-i:a-C  U-boats  has  forbidden 
boats  in  all  sea  areas  to  use  the  receiver. 


(Signed)  Kreisch. 


rj 
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16  August,  1943 

I,  a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 

to  "n'ayaY"gria  squares  ; 

A  •  Westerr^  Mediterranean  : 

U  616  CH  95, 

U  73  CJ  98, 

U  380  CJ  97, 

U  451  CJ  87  (outward  bound), 

U  4-58  CII  69  (outward  bound), 

U  410  CJ  77. 

B .  Ea  s  t e  r n  K o  d  1 1  e  r r a_ne  a n : 

U  596   east  of  the  meridian  of  51°  E. 

b )  U~ boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  OS 00"; 

No  boats. 

G  )  In  port  (at  .0800)  : 

1)  Toulon:   U  371,  565,  593,  617. 

2)  Polas     U  81,  453. 

3)  Salamis:  U  407. 

II.  Air  reconnaissances 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  the  sea  area 
of  Algiers. 

B •  Eastern  Me d it er r a ne an { 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily,  the  coast  of 
North  Africa  from  Alexandria  to  Benghazi. 

■*■  ^ •*•  •      Rs.po^.ts  on  the  energy  I 

A*  ^s^ern  Mediterranean: 

a)   By  F-boa t s  ; 

Nothing   to  report. 

b  )   By  a  ir  _r  e  c omia/l s_s_anc_e  : 

1)  0246/16  August  CH  9460  convoy  of  50  ships 

easterly  course. 

2)  1338/16  August  CH  9662  40  ships, 

easterly  course. 

5)  1659/16  August  CJ  7746  convoy. 
°)  Bjt_  rjidlo^  ^intercept  service  ; 
Nothing  to  report. 
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d)  By  C.I.S  .  stations  : 

0330/16  August  1  auxiliary  aircraft  carrier 

put  out  from  Gibraltar  bound 
for  the  east. 

She  put  in  again  at  2100  on 
16  August. 

e )  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

a)  By  U-boats; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  a 1  r  r econna j s s ance i 

1)  0520/16  August  OJ  9816  30  merchant  ships 

including  patrol 
vessels,  course 
280°. 

2)  1445/16  August  CN  5254  11  medium-sized, 

1  large  merchant 
ship. 

5)  A  noticeably  large  number  of  warship 
units  were  sighted 'during  the  course  of 
the  day  in  the  seas  around  Sicily, 
especially  off  the  east  coast  %      there 
were  several  cruisers  amongst  them  and 
at  1445  on  16  August  1  battleship,  2 
cruisers,  4  steamers  were  also  sighted, 
all  bound  for  the  south. 

c  )  Bv  radiO|  intercept  .service  :  ) 

d)  By  G.I. 3.  stations g        )  Nothing  to 

)  report, 
e  )  By^  naval  forces  :  ) 

-^  •   Current  U-boat  operations i 

U  458  received  the  order  to  proceed  to  the 
attack  area  in  CN  26  via  CJ  7519  and  CJ  8731 
and  then  along  the  route  through  the  Sicilian 
Channel  transmitted  to  the  boats  and  bases  on 
8  August. 

U  596  was  warned  that  enemy  aircraft  were 
continually  to  be  anticipated  over  his  entire 
operational  area  (east  of  the  meridian  of  31°  E). 

U  616  reported  a  success  (see  V.a)  and  also  that 
he  liad  commenced  his  return  passage  because  the 
oxygen  supply  was  exhausted.    The  boat  was 
ordered  to  proceed  to  Toulon. 

I J  4-10  (Fenski)  reported  his  position  by  short 
signal  from  C.H  9663.   U  410  had  been  requested 
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to  make  a  position  report  on  12,  13  and  14  August, 

No  report  had  been  previously  received. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats  % 

1114/16  August  as  in  ITI.B.b.l. 
1452/lG  August  as  in  III.A.b.l. 
1740/16  August  as  in  III, A .b. 2. 

The  boats  received  a  summary  of  the  situation. 

V .  a  )  Successes  : 

U  616  (Koitschka)  reported  that  a  hit  was 
observed  on  15  August  at  2050  against  a  fairly 
largo  naval  vessel  and  that  he  heard  2  hits 
on  unidentified  units  in  CH  9537, 

b )  Losses: 

Nothing  to  report. 

VI.  General  situation:  - 

^■■■■ii  —  ■■  ■iiiii..»i*ihi*iii. .i.  ■■■»*  r,».  mam 

According  to  the  report  received  from  an  agent 
who  was  supposed  to  be  very  reliable,  the  enemy 
was  making  preparations  for  a  landing  on 
Sardinia  and  Corsica. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


17  August,  194-5 

I .    a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
to  naval  grid  squares i 

A .  We  stem  Me di  t e rranean : 

U  75  CJ  98, 

IT  380  CJ  97, 

U  410  CH  96, 

IT  431  CJ  86, 

U  458  CJ  76  (outward  bound), 

U  616  CH  66  (homeward  bound), 

R#  Eastern  _Modi to rranean : 

U  596   east  of  the  meridian  of  51°  E. 

b )  H-boats  homejvard  and  outward  bound 
from  08  00"  to  08 00 : 

U  407  put  out  from  Toulon  on  17  August  at  16  00 
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°)  In  port  (at  0800) ; 

1)  Toulon:   U  371,  565,  593,  617. 

2)  Polas    U  81,  453. 

3)  Salami s :  U  407. 

1 1 •   Air  reconnaissance : 

A.  We  stern  ^Mediterranean : 
Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  Cyrenaica. 
Ill,   Reports  on  the  enemy : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 
a  )  Bjr,  _U"boats  : 

Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance: 

.ii  Mm    !■   ■   ■   in-   ■  i.l   «n  — ^— »   p   ■  ii >   ■   | 

1)  1134/17  August  CJ  7916  16  medium-sized 

freighters, 
easterly  course. 

2)  1155/17  August  CJ  8779  1  convoy, 

westerly  course, 

3)  1755/17  August  CH  9592  6  merchant  ships 

(5-10,000  G.R.T.), 
2  patrol  vessels, 
course  and  speed 
not  known* 

4)  1800/17  August  CH  9655  convoy,  44  units, 

easterly  course. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service i 
Nothing  to  report, 

d)  By  G . I  .S  .  stations  : 

1)  0900/17  August  5  auxiliary  aircraft 

carriers,  6  destroyers 
put  out  from  Gibraltar, 
bound  for  the 
Mediterranean. 
At  1845/17  August  the 
formation  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  again  after 
having  carried  out 
firing  practices  east 
of  Gibraltar. 

2)  1545/17  August  1  "Dido"  class  cruiser, 

1  French  destroyer  of 
the  "Aloyan"  class  put 
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in  from  the  Atlantic, 

3)  1400/17  August  2  aircraft  carriers  of  the 

11  Illustrious"  class  and 
6  destroyers  put  In  to 
Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic • 

e  )  By  naval  forces : 

Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Ea s tern  Medi terr anoan : 
a )  By  U-boats j 

Nothing  to  report. 
k )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  Naval  units,  including  a  cruiser,  were 
repeatedly  sighted  off  the  north  and  east 
coasts  of  Sicily. 

2)  1  battleship,  possibly  another  battleship, 
and  7  cruisers  were  sighted  in  the  outer 
harbor  of  Augusta. 

3)  1  aircraft  carrier  and  3  battleships  were 
lying  in  Malta. 

c )  3y  radio  intercept  service : 

According  to  radio  traffic  there  were  several 
convoys  between  Alexandria  and  Malta. 

&)   By  (x.i.S.  stations; 

According  to  an  agent's  report  there  were 
2  Greek  steamers  In  Mersin  which  were  ready 
to  put  out, 

e )  By  naval  forces; 

Nothing  to  report. 

IV .    C  urr en t__  U  -bo  a  t  o  per  at  1 o n  s  i 

C-in~C  U-boats  again  forbids  boats  to  use  the 
"Met ox"  radar  interception  set  (see  War  Diary  of 
15  August).    It  Is  intended  to  Introduce  a  new 
apparatus  (Hagenuk)  which  works  without  emitting 
radiation.   Two  of  these  should  arrive  in  Toulon 
by  19  August  and  a  further  one  on   23  August. 
IT  571  (Mehl)  will  be  ready  to  put  out  on  18  August 
but  is  being  kept  back  in  order  to  have  the  new 
apparatus  installed,   U  407,  on  the  other  hand, 
will  be  putting  out  from  Salamis  on  17  August  as 
planned  because  it  takes  a  long  time  to  have  the 
new  apparatus  installed  and  the  boat  would  have  to 
be  withdrawn  from  operations  for  too  long  a  period. 
It  is,  moreover,  possible  to  operate  in  the  Eastern 
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Mediterranean  without  the  apparatus  because  the  ^ 
air  patrol  is  not  very  heavy  there;   the  order  is, 
therefore,  one  which  can  certainly  be  carried  out 
during  a  transition  period. 

Boats  at  sea  are  forbidden  to  use  "Metox"  and  are 
requested  to  report  should  it  prove  impossible  to 
k  continue  operating  in  the  attack  area  without 

"  using  it*    Should  this  be  the  case,  it  is  planned 

to  withdraw  the  boats. 

The  plan  to  nut  U  458  (Diggins)  into  operation  in 
the  area  west  of  Malta,  which  is  heavily  patrolled 
from  the  air,  has  been  abandoned.    Instead,  U  458 
is  to  be  put  into  operation  in  the  sea  area  east 
of  Derna  and  U  407  (Brilller),  -who  had  been 
intended  for  that  area,  is  to  operate  east  of  the 
meridian  of  31°  E.    U  407  is  ordered  to  proceed 
to  GO  G395  via  00  5295.   The  boat  reported  from 
CO  2974  that  he  crossed  35°  N  at  0457  on  18  August, 
Reports  of  enemy  movements  were  transmitted  to 
the  boats.    They  also  received  a  summary  of  the 
situation. 

V .    a )  Successes  :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses  %         ) 

VI  •   Ge ne r a  1_  si t u a t ion  : 

The  Sicilian  Campaign  ended  today. 

(Signed)   Krcisch. 


18  August,  1945 

I.    a)  Daily  U-boat  positions^  at  0800  according 
to  naval'  'grid  squaros;  " 

A.  Western  Mediterraneans 

U  73  CJ  95, 

U  380  CJ  97, 

U  431  CJ  G9, 

U  410  CJ  77, 

U  458  CJ  88  (outward  bound), 

U  616  CH  35  (homeward  bound). 

B*  EaS-fr.0 r n  ^e til t e r r a ne an ; 

U  596   east  of  the  meridian  of  31°  E, 
U  407   CO  52  (outward  bound). 

k)  U-boats_  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  jB00;  ' 

U  616  put  in   to  Toulon  on  18  August  at  0905 
after  his  third  operation. 
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c)  In  port  (at  0800) ; 

1)  Toulon;   U  371,  565,  593,  G17. 

2)  Pola;    U  81,  453. 

^ ^  •   Air  r econna is sance : 

A*  Western  Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

Bo  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  from 
Alexandria  as  far  as  Benghazi. 

III.   Reports  on  the  enemy : 

A.  W  e  s  t  e  r  n  Me d it  err an ean : 

a)  Bjr  U-boat 3  : 
Nothing  to  report, 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  1200/18  August  CJ  8762  3  ships,  course 

230°. 
CJ  8841  1  shit),  course 
170°. 


2)  1820/18  August  CJ  8891  3  units,  probably 

cruisers,  course 
240°,  high  speed. 


3)  0250/19  August  CJ  8858  5  merchant  ships 

not  exceeding 
10,000  G.R.T., 
course  80°,  speed 
slight. 

4)  1838/19  August  CH  8672  4  merchant  ships 

of  8,000  G.R.T., 
course  60°,  speed 
slight. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service: 

According  to  radio  intelligence  there  was 
brisk  convoy  traffic  running  along  the 
North  African  coast. 

d)  By  Ct  .  I  .S .  s  tations  : 

1)  0800/13  August  1  "Illustrious"  class  ship 

and  4  gunboats  put  In  to 
Gibraltar  from  the  east. 

2)  1430/18  August  1  "Carlisle"  class  cruiser 

put  In  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  east. 
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5)  1616/13  August  Cape  Spartel t      58  ships, 

including  42  freighters, 
16  escort  vessels,  bound 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

e  )  3y  naval  forces : 

Nothing  to  report, 

B.  Eas t er n  Hie di terra nean  ; 

a)  By  U-boats; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance; 

1318/18  August  CN  3256  landing  craft  of 

about  4,000  G.R.T., 
course  320°,  high 
-speed. 

c  )  P7.  -,r-a5^-°  An^er-Qre-P-— Aer,vA.c-e  •  ) 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations;        )  Nothing  to 

)  report. 

e )  By  naval  forces;  ) 

IV .   Current  TJ-hoat  operations  ; 

U  73  (Deckert)  was  requested  to  make  a  position 
report.    The  boat  reported  at  2247  from  CJ  9584. 

U  458  (Diggins)  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  CO  4695 
via  CN  2965,  CN  6139  and  CN  6322  and  to  proceed 
from  there  to  the  attack  area  between  the  meridians 
of  CO  6875  and  CP  7165  by  following  the  enemy 
traffic  route  to  the  east.    On  reaching  CN  26, 
U  458  was  to  report  his  position  by  short  signal. 
The  boat  was  being  diverted  round  the  effective 
location  radius  of  Malta  in  order  to  lesson  the 
risks  caused  by  the  ban  on  the  use  of  radar 
Interception. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats ; 

1156/18  August  as  in  III.A.d.l. 
2200/18  August  as  in  III. A. d. 3. 
0029/19  August  as  In  III.A.b.4. 
0721/19  August  as  in  III.A.b.3, 

The  boats  received  a  summary  of  the  situation. 

An  enemy  reconnaissance  aircraft  reported  a 
U-boat  in  CJ  7166  at  1918  on  18  August,   We 
had  no  ways  of  proving  that  this  was  one  of  our 
own  boats,  but  perhaps  U  410  (Penski)  had  been 
withdrawn  very  far  to  tho  north  or  else  U  458 
(Diggins)  had  covered  more  of  his  passage  into 
the  Eastern  Mediterranean  than  was  thought. 
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V.  a)  Successes  ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
b)  Losses  ;    ) 

V I .  Go ner a 1  situation  : 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


19  August,  1945 


I •    a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
to  naval  grlcl  squares  ; 

A'  Western  Mediterranean: 

U  73  CJ  95, 
U  380  CJ  97, 
U  431  CJ  8  9, 
U  410  CJ  77, 
U  458  CN  26  (outward  bound). 

B «  Eastern  Me  d 1 1  err  a  no  a n : 

U  596  east  of  the  meridian  of  31°  E, 
U  407  CO  36  (outward  bound), 

k)  PL"^aJj?-  ^lomeTward,  an,^  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  08  00 : 

No  boats. 

c )  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:   U  371,  565,  593,  616,  617. 

2)  Pola:     U  31,  453. 

I I .  Air  r e c o n n a 1 s g a n c e : 

A  •  Westepn  Mediterranean  s 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Oran. 

B#  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  off  the 
coast  of  North  Africa. 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy : 

A*  i'(es tern  Mediterranean : 
a  )  Ey  I) -boats  : 

Nothing  to  report. 
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b )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  1000/19  August  CH  5352  1  passenger  ship, 

course  and  speed 
not  known* 

2)  1000/19  August  CH  5386  1  merchant  ship  of 

5,000  G.E.T., 
course  and  speed 
not  known. 

3)  1627/19  August  CH  7485  45  merchant  ships, 

10  patrol  vessels, 
course  90°,  speed 
10  knots • 

4)  0410/20  August  CJ  7835  1  destroyer, 

course  294°,  high 
speed, 

5)  1838/19  August  CJ  8672  2  light  cruisers, 

1  destroyer,  course 
60°,  high  speed. 

6)  0146/20  August  CJ  9822  2  destrovers, 

course  270°,  high 
speed. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service; 

1)  0420/20  August  a  convoy  -  probably 

westbound  -  reported  an 
aircraft  shadower  22  miles 
north  of  Tabarca. 

2 )  According  to  radio  traffic  there  were 
several  British  and  American  units  at  sea, 

d)  3y  G- . I . S  .  s t a t i o ns  ; 

1)  0915/19  August  3  auxiliary  aircraft 

carriers  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  under  escort, 
bound  for  the 
Mediterranean • 
1715  put  in  again. 

2)  1315/19  August  1  "Cairo"  class  cruiser 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
bound  for  the 
Mediterranean, 

3)  2000/19  August  a  convoy  between  Alboran 

and  Tres  Forcas  as  in 
War  Diary  of  18  August, 
III.A.d.3, 

e  )  By  naval  forces : 

Nothing  to  report. 
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B»  Ea s t ern  Me di t  e rr ane an ; 

a )  By  U-boats s 
Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance  : 

1305/19  August  CJ  9885  1  heavy  cruiser  and 

2  light  cruisers, 
2  destroyers,  2  patrol 
vessels,  southeasterly 
course • 

c  )  By  radio  Intercept  service  ;  ) 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations:        )  Nothing  to 

)  report. 
e  )  By  naval  .forces  i  ) 

IV  .        Currerit  U-boat   operations  t 

.    The  attack  area  of  U  596  (Nonn)  and  U  407  (Brflller) 

was  to  be  in  the  area  east  of  the  meridian  of  31°  E, 
with  U  596  to  the  north  and  U  407  to  the  south  of 
the  parallel  of  CP  5275. 

The  boats  were  notified  of  the  waiting  positions 
of  the  2  Italian  U-boats  lying  at  the  northern  and 
southern  entrances  respectively  of  the  Strait  of 
Messina. 

In  addition,  proclamations  from  the  Fuehrer  and 
from  C-in-C  South,  made  In'  connection  with  the 
cessation  of  hostilities  in  Sicily,  were  trans- 
mitted to  the  boats. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats: 

1156/19  August  as  in  War  Diary  of  18  August, 

III.  A. d. 3. 
1321/19  August) 
0008/20  August)  as  in  111'A.u..l. 

0005/20  August  as  in  III.A.b.3. 

A  summary  of  the  situation  was  transmitted  to 
the  boats . 

V .    a  )  Successes  :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses ;    ) 

^■^  •    General  situation  % 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)        lire  is  ch. 
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20  August,  1943 

I ,    a  )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  08 QQ  according 
to  naval  grid  suuares  : 

A.  W e  s  t  e  r  n  Me d i t e rranean : 

U  73  CJ   95, 

U  380  CJ  97, 

U  431  CJ  89, 

U  410  CJ  77 , 

U  458  CN  26    (outward  bound). 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

U   5  96  )  _    . ,  .  , .  „n0-n 

Tj  407)    ea-2^   °£   "eke  meridian  of  olu  E. 

b)   U-boats   homeward  and  outward  bound. 
Trom   0300   to  "08  00  : 

No  boats. 

°)    In  port    (at    0800) : 

1)  Toulon:      U   371,    565,    593,    616,    617. 

2)  Pola:  U  81,    453. 

■*■■*■  •        A^ir   re connaissance  : 

A»  We  stern  Me  d it gr r a n  e ■  a n : 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Oran. 

B»  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  the  coast 
of  North  Africa  from  Alexandria  to  Benghazi. 

Ill*   Reports  on  the  enemy : 

^  •  Wester* n  Me d 1 t e rranean  : 

a)  By_  Jj-boats  : 

Nothing  to  report. 

k )  By  air  reconnaissanc e : 

1)  1805/19  August  Cape  de  Per:   1  aircraft 

carrier,  4  destroyers, 
easterly  course  {put  out 
from  Gibraltar  on  18 
August  at  a  speed  of 
20  knots). 

2)  a)  0720/20  August  CH  7597  about  40  ships, 

course  70°,  speed  10 
knots . 
b)  1640/20  August  CH  8461  the  same  convoy 

as  at  0720. 
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3)  0745/20  August  CN  2155  8  medium-sized 

freighters,  course 
240°. 
CN  2152  7  medium-sized 

freighters,  course 
60°. 

4)  1147/20  August  CH  82S9  1  freighter  of 

8,000  G.R.T., 
westerly  course, 

5)  1203/20  August  CH  8385  1  destroyer, 

■  we 3 1 e  rly  c our  s  e . 

6)  1208/20  August  CH  8394  1  destroyer, 

westerly  course. 

7)  1242/20  August  CH  9584  1  cruiser, 

westerly  course. 

8)  1745/20  August  CJ  8739  2  ships,  westerly 

course. 

9)  1140/20  August  CJ  8861  probably  2  cruisers 

and  2  destroyers, 
westerly  course, 
high  speed. 

10)  1805/20  August  CJ  8912  3  medium-sized 

ships,  6  patrol 
vessels,  westerly 
course • 

c  )  By  radio  intercept  service ; 

1910/20  August  sea  area  of  Oram   aircraft 

shadowing  the  formation. 

d)  3y  G .  I .  S  .  s  t a  t  i  on  s  : 

1)  0800/20  August  Gibraltar :   the  "Illustrious" 

class  aircraft  carrier, 
which  had  been  in  dock  since 
the  beginning  of  August,  put 
out  of  dock  (the 
"Indomitable" ) . 

2)  0930/20  August  2  "Illustrious"  class 

aircraft  carriers,  1  auxiliary 
aircraft  carrier  and  8 
destroyers  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean,  presumably 
for  gunnery  exercises, 

3)  1034/20  August  1  "Illustrious"  class 

aircraft  carrier  (the 
"Indomitable")  put  out  from 
Ceuta  for  the  Atlantic, 

4)  1730/2  0  August    1    "Illustrious"    class 

aircraft  carrier  and  1 
auxiliary  aircraft   carrier 
put   in  from   the 
Mediterranean • 
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At  the  moment  we  have  the  following 
Information  of  the  disposition  of 
enemy  naval  forces: 

4  battleships  (the  Rodne^f,  the  Nelson, 
2  of  the  "Warspite"  class  (probably  the 
Warspite  and  the  Valiant),  3  monitors, 
1  aircraft  carrier  (probably  the 
"Formidable " )  in  the  Malta-Sicily- 
Bizerta  area.    2  or  3  battleships 
(2  "King  George  V",  possibly  1  "Texas'1 
class)  in  Algiers.    2  aircraft  carriers 
of  the  "Illustrious"  class  put  In  to 
Gibraltar  from  the  Atlantic  on  17  August, 
one  of  thera  put  out  again,  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean;  5  auxiliary  aircraft 
carriers  have  been  In  Gibraltar  since 
9  August,   According  to  an  agent's 
report,  the  aircraft  carrier  "Implacable" 
passed  through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar 
Into  the  Mediterranean  on  29  July,  but 
she  has  not  been  reported  since  then; 
she  is,  therefore,  possibly  in  Oran  or 
Mers  el  Eobir.   Furthermore,  the  air- 
craft carrier  "Indefatigable"  is  said  to 
have  moved  from  Beirut  to  Alexandria  on 
8  August;   this  is  the  ship  which, 
according  to  an  agent's  report,  came 
through  the  Suez  Canal  into  the 
Mediterranean  on  2  July.    It  can  be 
assumed  from  these  facts  that  there  are 
at  least  3,  but  not  more  than  5,  modern 
aircraft  carriers  of  the  "Illustrious11 
class }  together  with  5  auxiliary  aircraft 
carriers,  ready  for  operations  in  the 
Mediterranean ♦ 

5)  According  to  an  agent's  report  received 
on  19  August,  units  of  the  French  naval 
forces ,  including  the  battleship 
"Richelieu",  put  out  from  American  ports 
and  made  for  the  Mediterranean. 

e)  By  naval  forces: 

Nothing  to  report. 
B.   Eastern  Modi tor ran ean ? 
a  )   By  U-boat s  : 

Nothing   to  report. 

k )    By  air  reconnaissance : 

0820/20  August   CO  4559   13  merchant   ships 

and  6  light  naval 
vessels,  easterly 
course. 

c  )    By  radio   intercept   service :  ) 

d)  By  G.I.S .    stations:  j   Nothing  to 

e)  By  naval  forces:  j   re?ort« 
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IV .  Current  U-boat  operations % 

U  380  (Pioether)  was  requested  to  make  a  position 
report.    The  boat  reported  at  0407  from  CJ  9725, 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats ; 

1240/20  August  as  in  III.B.b, 
1324/20  August  as  In  III.A.d.2. 
0330/21  August  as  in  III.A.d.4., 
0505/21  August  as  In  III. A. b. 2. 

A  report  of  the  situation  was  transmitted  to 
the  boats. 

V .  a  )    Successes ; ) 

)    ITothing   to  report, 
b )    Losses ;         ) 

VI.  General    situation; 

The  Fuehrer   a?/arded   tlio   Knight's    Cross   to 
Lieutenant    (s.g.)   Ke lb ling    (commander  of  IJ  593). 


(Signed)        Kreisch. 


21  August,  1945 

I .  a )    Dally   U-boat   posit ions_  at   OR 00  according 

to   naval   gr  foT^squares  ; 

A*  Western  Mediterranean : 

U   73  CJ  98, 

U    380  CJ  97, 

U  431  CJ  89, 

U   410  CJ  77, 

U   458  CN   26    (outward   bound). 

B'  Eastern  Mediterranean; 

TJ  5  96  ) 

U  407)    e€iSt   of   the  meridian  of   31°  E. 

b )   TT-boats   homeward  and   outward  bound 
from    OS 00   to    0800 :  " 

U  371   put   out   from  Toulon  at   2300   on 
21  August. 

0 )    I:n_port    (at   0800)  • 

1)  Toulon:      U   371,    565,    595.    616,    617. 

2)  Pdla:  u  81,    453. 
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- I •   Air  reconnaisjanc e  : 

A.  Vv e stern  Me di t erranean ; 
Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Cape  Teries . 

B.  Eas t e r n  Me d i t e r r a n e an i 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  from 
Alexandria  as  far  as  Benghazi, 

III.   Reports  on  the  enemy : 

^■'  ''ve  s  ^ er n, . ,M.e-i^j- ^te-r-:i:la,n-e.,a-Q » 
a  )  By  U-boats s 

Nothing  to  report, 
b  )  By ■__  air  reconnaissance  s 

1)  1654/21  August. CH  8438  51  merchant  ships, 

8  patrol  vessels, 
course  7  0°,  speed 
10  knots. 


2)  1840/21  August  CJ  7694  2  formations  composed 

of  11  ships  and  small, 
naval  vessels, 
easterly  course, 

3)  1850/21  August  GJ  7916  2  large  ferries 

bound  for  Le  G-alite* 

4)  0740/21  August  CJ  7938  4  medium-sized 

freighters,  westerly 
course . 

5)  0750/21  August  CJ  9729  3  destroyers, 

4  M.T.B.s,  westerly 
course , 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service ° 

2040  CH  8514  1  convoy  was  located  by  radio 
traffic. 

d)  By  radio  intercept  services 

20  August  Tres  Porcas :   52  large  freighters 
with  convoy  protection  bound  for 
the  Atlantic, 

e  )  3y  naval  forces t 

Nothing  to  report. 
B,  Eastern  Mediterranean : 
a )  By  U-boats : 

Nothing  to  report, 
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b )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  0350/21  August  CN  3281  2  ships,  1  probably 

a  destroyer,  course 
350°,  speed  not 
known. 

2)  0645/21  August  GO  5833  23  medium-sized 

freighters, 
1  passenger  ship, 
6  patrol  vessels, 
easterly  course, 
speed  8-10  knots. 

c  )  By  radloi  intercept  service : 

Nothing  to  report, 

d)  By,  R  •.-  *,s,  *..  A^a^JL°S:Sr l 

20  August  the  tanker  "Ampertco"  put  out  from 
Iscandernn  in  ballast,  bound  for 
Haifa.    1  large  Norwegian  ship 
put  in.    'The  Greek  ship  "Petros- 
Houlandrls"  (4,6  93  G.R.T.)  put  in 
to  Mersin  from  Port  Said. 

e )  By  naval  forces : 
Nothing  to  report. 

-^  *    Current  U-boat  operations : 

U  458  (Diggins )  was  requested  to  make  a  position 
report  and  reported  from  CN  2377  at  0520  on 
22  August. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from.  Naval  War 
Staff,  U  73,  380  and  431  are  ab  the  moment  lying 
off  the  northern  coast  of  Sicily.   Now  that  Sicily 
is  completely  occupied  by  the  enemy,  this  area  now 
offers  few  prospects  of  success  as  an  attack  area. 
Captain  U-boats  therefore  proposes  to  send  U  73, 
which  put  out  on  2  August,  to  Toulon  to  have  the 
"Hagonuk"  apparatus  installed  there.   U  580  is  to 
be  left  operating  off  the  northern  coast  of  Sicily 
and  U  431  is  to  be  sent  to  operate  at  the  northern 
entrance  of  the  Sicilian  Channel. 

Once  this  proposal  was  approved  of,  IT  73  (Deckert) 
was  ordered  to  commence  the  passage  to  tho  west  via 
CJ  8695  and  8731.    U  380  (Roether)  received  as 
his  attack  area,  the  area  between  the  meridians  of 
8685  and  8594  and  between  the  parallels  of  8645 
and  8912.    U  431  was  requested  to  make  a  position 
report,  the  report  was  not  received. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats. 

1605/21  August  as  in  III. A. b. 4  and  5. 
2027/21  August  as  in  III.B.d. 
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A  summary  of  the  situation  was  transmitted  to 
the  boats. 

V .  a  )  Successes : ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b  )  Losses  %         ) 

VI.  General  situation; 

It  has  been  established  by  the  Italian  Navy  that 
an  overwhelmingly  large  proportion  of  available 
enemy  transports  and  landing  craft  are  in  Bizerta, 
This  heavy  concentration  suggests  that  an 
offensive  against  Corsica  and  Sardinia  is  being 
planned. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


22  August,  1945 

I •     a  )  Dailyy-  U-boat  positions  at  OS p_0__ac cording 
to  naval _ grid ^  s guar e si i 

^■'  E-pg^^A  MeA.^,eJP1^aAe-a.ri ° 

U  73  CJ  86, 

U  380  CJ  86, 

IJ  451  CJ  89, 

U  410  CJ  77, 

U  571  CH  39. 

B •    ^,as tern  Medite_rr_a_no_an  °. 

II   596) 

II   ^07)    eas'ti   °^   ^G   meridian   of   31°   E, 

U  458      CN  26    (outward  bound). 

b )    U-boats   homeward  and   outwa r d  bou n d 
from   08  00   to   0800 : 

No   boats , 

°)    In   port    (at    08  00) ; 

1)  Toulon;      II  565,    593.    616,    617. 

2)  Pola;  U  81,    453.' 

-^  •        Air  r e conna is  sane e : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance   as   far   as  Algiers. 
B»   East c^r n  He di t e rranean ; 

Reconnaissance   around  Sicily. 
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III.   Reports  on  the  enemy t 

A.  We s tern  Mediterranean ; 

a )  By  U-boats i 

U  431  (Schoeneboom) :   1649/22  August  8613 

2  "Aurora"  class 
cruisers,  3  destroyers. 

k )  By  air  reconnaissance ° 

1)  1330/22  August  GJ  8379  5  ships,  course 

120°,  low  speed. 

2)  1410/22  August  CJ  7927  2  large  merchant 

ships,  easterly 
course,  no  escort 
vessels . 

c )  Efov.  .r-raA^,° .  An~k-or  c  8 p  ^  s  ° r v -*•  ° e  • 

Nothing  to  report, 

d)  By;  _0r ._!  .S  t|  s  tat  ions  ; 

1)  1730/22  August  1  "Dido"  class  cruiser  put 

in  to  Gibraltar  from  the 
west. 

2)  2200/22  August  Straits  of  Gibraltar : 

convoy  of  about  6  0 
freighters  and  6  escort 
units,  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

B *  l^lgt. g_ p A  Me d  1 1 e rjr ajio_a n : 

a )  ,Bx_U"boats  ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

^  )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

0628/22  August  GO  9217  about  15  freighters, 

2  probable  tankers, 
escorting  vessels, 
easterly  course. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service t  ) 

-  ) 

d)  By   Ct  .  1 . S  .    s t a t i o n s  ;  )    Nothing   to 

)   report. 
e  )   By  naval   forces ;  ) 

IV  .        Current  U-boat   operations : 

U  410    (Penski)   and  U   431    (Schoeneboom)    were  requested 
to  make   a  position  report.        No  report  was  received 
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from  U  410, 

U  431  reported,  a  success  (see  v.a). 

In  order  to  have  a  boat  in  operation  in  the  area 
north  of  the  Sicilian  Channel,  IJ  73  (Deckert) 
received  the  area  between  the  meridians  of  CJ  8586 
and  8485  and  between  the  parallels  of  CJ  8545  and 
8738  as  his  attack  area  until  a  report  was  received 
from  U  431.   Having  received  a  report  from  IT  431, 
this  boat  received  the  attack  area  that  had  been 
transferred  to  U  73,  and  U  73  was  ordered  to 
commence  his  return  passage  to  Toulon, 

The  report  of  enemy  movements  as  in  III.B.b 
together  with  a  summary  of  the  situation  was 
transmitted  to  the  boats. 

V ,  a )  Successes i 

U  431  (Schoeneboom)  reported  that  he  fired  a 
fan  of  four  on  23  August  at  1649  (radio  time) 
In  CJ  8613  against  a  formation  of  2  ''Aurora" 
class  cruisers  and  3  destroyers;   one  of  the 
cruisers  was  hit  and  then  stopped.    5  minutes 
later  the  U-boat  heard  another  detonation. 

b )  Losses i 

U  205  (Burgel)  was  reported  missing  for  the 
last  time  with  effect  from  17  February  1943. 
42  members  of  the  crew,  Including  the  commander, 
were  taken  prisoner  on  17  February.   7  men 
vrere  unaccounted  for.    (Naval  War  Staff, 
Second  Division,  C-in-C  U-boats,  Ops.  Q   8634 
A5,  dated  21  August  1943.) 

V I .  G en  oral  si  tua  t  i on ; 
Nothing  to  report, 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


25   August,    1945 


I .  a )    DgAlZ^Jl"b_ojat   positions   at    0800  according 

■"k-P.Jia-Ya.l   gP^d  squares  : 

A.   Western  Mediterranean t 

U  73  CJ  85, 

U   380  CJ  86, 

U   431  CJ  86, 

U  410  CJ  77, 

U  371  CH   66. 
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B .  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

U  407)  e&5^   of  the  meridian  of  31°  E, 
U  458   CP  53  (outward  bound). 

k )  lL"-loats  hp]Ee_w.ar^  anc"'1  outward  bound 
from  08  00  to  00  00; 

No  boats. 

c )  In  port  (at  08  00) ; 

1)  Toulon;   TJ  565,  593,  616,  617. 

2)  Pola;    TJ  81,  453. 

I I .  Air  reconnaissanc e : 

•^  •  ^pp.  ^  e vn   ^e  ^ :^  "^  e r  r st.nean  ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alboran. 
B«  Ea  stern  Medi terrancan ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily,  Corsica 
and  Sardinia. 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy; 

A .  Western  Mediterranean ; 
a )  By  U -boats : 

IT  38  0;   1925  CJ  8687  westbound  convoy. 
b  )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  1320/23  August  6  merchant  shins  of 

2-4,000  G.R.T.  each, 
westerly  course,  put  out 
from  Bizerta  without 
escort  vessels, 
10  ferries,  easterly  course. 
2  M.T.B.s,  northerly  course. 

2)  1524/23  August  CH  9282  1  M.T.B.,  easterly 

course. 

3)  1832/23  August  CH  7575  50  transports, 

8-10  escort  vessels, 
easterly  course,  moderate 
speed. 

4)  1848/23  August  CH  7648  3  aircraft  carriers, 

2  cruisers,  8  escort  vessel, 
easterly  course,  high  speed. 
This  Is  an  Improbable 
sighting  as,  according  to 
an  Italian  report,  the 
auxiliary  aircraft  carrier 
put  in  to  Gibraltar  again 
at  1900. 
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c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

Nothing  to  report. 
^ )  By  G.I.S.  stations  : 

1)  About  0100/23  August  50  freighters,  12 

escort  units  passed 
Ceuta,  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

2)  11  freighters  and  1  auxiliary  cruiser 
joined  this  convoy  from  Gibraltar. 

3)  0600/23  August  Punta  Carnero :   15  transports, 

4  destroyers,  3 
corvettes,  bound  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

4)  0945/23  August  Gibraltar;   1  "Illustrious" 

class  aircraft  carrier, 
3  auxiliary  aircraft 
'  carriers,  1  "Dido" 
class  cruiser,  8 
destroyers,  bound  for 
'the  Mediterranean. 
1900/23  August  put  In  to  Gibraltar  again. 

5)  0800/23  August  1  "Cairo"  class  cruiser 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
bound  for  the 
Mediterranean. 
The  large  Alboran 
convoy  consisting  of 
79  freighters, 
1  cruiser,  10  escort 
units,  reported  -  as 
In  the  report  from 
Tres  Porcas  -  the 
formation  of  trans- 
ports (see  3)  to  be 
northwest  of  Tres 
Porcas,   At  1700  the 
two  convoys  joined 
forces  and  continued 
their  passage  through 
the  Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forcesi : 

Nothing  to  report. 
^ •  l^^bevn   Me dl t e rr anea n : 
a)  By  U-boats : 

Nothing  to  report. 

b  )  By__a  ir  r  e  c  o nna  I  s  s_an c  e  : 

1200/23  August   2   small  units,   westerly  course, 

east   of  Taormina. 
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c )  By  radio  intercept  service; 

According  to  radio  traffic  there  were  two 
convoys  in  the  Cyrenaica  area,  one  of  them 
westbound. 

^ )  By  G- , I .  S  .  s  t  at  ion  s  i  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
e  )  By  naval  forces s    ) 

IV.  Current  U-boat  operations ; 

U  371  (Mehl)  was  informed  that  his  attack  area  was 
to  be  the  area  between  Algiers  and  Bougaroni,  but 
that  he  was  first  to  operate  against  the  large 
convoy  approaching  from  the  west, 

U  410  (Penski)  and  U  596  (Norm)  were  requested  to 
make  a  position  report.    The  boats  did  not  report, 

U  380  (Roether)  reported  a  success  (see  V.a), 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats  ; 

1242/23  August  as  in  III.A.d.l  to  5, 

2320/23  August  as  In  III  .A  .Id. 3  and  4, 

U  73  (Deckert)  was  ordered  to  operate  against 

these  units, 

0056/24 -August  as  in  III.A.b.l. 

A  summary  of  the  situation  was  transmitted  to 
the  boats, 

V.  a)  Successes  t 

On  23  August  at  1925  In  CJ  8687  (25  miles  north- 
west of  Palermo)  U  380  (Roether)  sank  a  freighter 
of  6,000  G.R.T.  belonging  to  a  westbound  convoy. 

b )  Losses i 

Nothing  to  report, 

VI.  General  situation; 
Nothing  to  report, 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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24  August,  1943 

I .     a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
to  naval  grid  squares  i 

A.  Wes tern  Mediterranean ; 

U  75  CJ  76, 

U  380  CJ  86, 

U  431  CJ  85, 

U  410  CJ  ?  , 

U  371  CH  94. 

B  •  Ea  s_t  ern  Me di t e rr anean  ; 

U  5  96  ) 

U  407)  eas't  of  ^he  meridian  of  31°  E, 

U  458   CO  42 . 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to'  0800; 

No  boats. 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) ; 

1)'  Toulon:   U  565,  595,  616,  617. 
2)  Pola:     U  81,  455. 

-^  •   Air  r ecp_nnai_ssa_n.ce  : 

A.  We stern  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alboran. 

■B*  Eastern  Mp_d_i tprr_a_nepn : 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily,  Corsica, 
Sardinia,  and  from  Alexandria  as  far  as 
Benghazi. 

III.   Reports  on  the  enemy i 

A*  Fe.3_"k ep n,  fyio c\i"k o rr  a nean; 
a  )  By  U-boats  : 

Nothing  to  report. 
b )  fix. P-Ar. .-r e c 0il naissanc e  : 

1)  0723/24  August  CH  7683  80  ships,  1  heavy 

cruiser,  course  90°. 

2)  0737/24  August  CH  8275  15  ships  not 

exceeding  10,000 
C.R.T.,  2  destroyers, 
7  escort  boats, 
course  90°,  low  speed. 

3)  0930/24  August  CJ  3874  2  ships,  probably 

destroyers,  course 
80°,  moderate  speed. 
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4)  1000/23  August  GH  9434  16  transports, 

3  patrol  vessels, 
easterly  course, 
moderate  speed. 

5)  1210/24  August  ON  2146  26  fairly  large 

transports,  course 
80°,  moderate  speed, 

6)  1212/24  August  GN. 2151  2  fairly  large  ships, 

course  approximately 
260°,  moderate  speed. 

7)  1213/24  August  ON  2119  2  fairly  large  ships, 

probably  merchant 
ships,  course 
approximately  190°, 
moderate  speed. 

8)  0745/24  August  CJ  7574  6  large  transports, 

10  small  naval 
units,  westerl;/- 
course. 


0  )  By  radio  intercept  ._s_e_ry^lce 
^)  By  G-.I.S.  stations; 
e )  By  naval  forces  i 
B»  Eastern  Mediterranean. ; 

a )  By  U-boats . 

Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 


Nothing  to 
report. 


1)  0705/24  August  ON  3229  3  M.T.B.s, 

southerly  course 

2)  1650/24  August  CN  3251  1  destroyer, 

course  0°,  high 
speed. 


G )  By  radio ^intercept  service 
d)  By  G . I  .S  .  s  t a t io  ns  : 
e  )  B;y  naval  forces  : 
IV.   Current  U-boat  operations; 


Nothing  to 
report. 


IT  596  (Nonn)  and  U  410  (Penski)  were  requested  to 

make  a  position  report.   U  596  reported  at  1955 

on  24  August  from  CP  2385  and  U  410  at  0228  en 
25  August  from  GH  7763. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats  i 

1344/24  August  as  In  III.A.b.l  and  2. 
1725/24  August  as  in  HI.A.b.5. 
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1733/24  August)     .   ___  .  .   . 
0034/25  August)  as  in  HI -A  .b  .4. 
1744/24  August   as  in  III  .A  .b. 3. 

A  summary  of  the  situation  was  transmitted  to 
the  boats. 

V .  a  )  Successes : ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
b )  Losses  i         ) 

V I .  General  situation  : 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Krelsch. 


25  August,  1943 

I .  a )  Da ily  U -boat  positions  at  0800  according 

"'5p"naval*^rTci  squares"! 

A .  W e  s  t  e r n  Me  d 1 1  e r r an e an ; 

U  73  CJ  74, 

U  380  CJ  86, 

U  431  CJ  84, 

U  410  0J  77, 

U  371  CE  94. 

B*  Astern  Mediterranean ; 

U  407)  oast  of  ttle  meridian  of  31°  E, 
U  458   CO  46. 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800'  to"  0800;       ™ 

No  boats, 

°)  In  port  (at  0800) ; 

1)  Toulon;   U  565,  593,  616,  617. 

2)  Polas     U  81,  455. 

II.  Air  reconnaissance; 

A .  Western  Mediterran can; 
Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance   around  Sicily,    Corsica   and 
Sardinia.        The    coast  between  Alexandria 
and   Benghazi. 
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III.   Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 

a )  By  U-boats : 

U  410:   083.0/25  August  2  troopships  of  the 

"Empress  of  Australia" 
class  (21,833  G.P.T.), 
course  70°. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  0855/25  August  CJ  8873  3  merchant  ships, 

course  20°,  low 
speed. 

2)  1035/25  August  sea  area  of  Oran:   3  trans- 

ports (each  between 
15  and  20,000  G.R.T.), 
southwesterly  course. 
2  cruisers,  3 
destroyers,  north- 
easterly course. 

3)  1441/25  August  CJ  7825  1  convoy,  easterly 

course . 

4)  1830/25  August  off  Bizerta  harbor:   8-10 

ships,  course  and 
speed  not  known. 

5)  1852/25  August  CJ  8856  1  light  cruiser, 

stationary, 

c)  fiX  ■r„a,4A.0.,.,.?n'^lel''ceP"^  service  : 

0410/25  August  CJ  7755  air  attack  on  an  enemy 

formation,  course 
273°,  speed  14  knots. 

d)  By  G  . I  «S .  v  str a t i c>ns  : 

According  to  an  agent's  report  about  250 
ships  were  to  pass  Gibraltar  on  26  August  to 
take  part  in  landings  to  be  made  in  Italy 
during  the  night  of  28/29  August. 

e )  By  naval  forces  : 
Nothing  to  report. 

B .  Ea s  t ei r n  Me d i  t e r r a noan  : 
a )  By  U-boats : 

Nothing  to  report. 
b  )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  06  55/25  August  CN  3  927  2  merchant  ships  not 

exceeding  5,000 
G.R.T.,  course  270°, 
moderate  speed. 
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2)  0814/25  August  26  ships  put  out  from 

Syracuse. 

3)  1130  -  1305  3  small  and  3  medium-sized 

warships,  1  mile  east  of 
Augusta,  westerly  course. 

4)  1600/25  August  CJ  7832  4  warships, 

southerly  course, 

5)  0815/25  August  CN  2232  1  merchant  ship  not 

exceeding  10,000  G.R.T., 
course  and  speed  not  known. 

c )  By  radio  Intercept  service;  ) 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations;        )  Nothing  to 
._ „    ,.  \   report. 

e)  By  nay a 1  forces;  ) 

IV  .    Current  U-boat  operations ; 

U  410  (Fenski)  reported  a  success  (see  V.a). 

A  summary  of  the  situation  was  transmitted  to  the 
boats  together  with  the  experiences  of  the 
commander  of  U  595  (Kelbling),  whose  operational 
area  was  between  Algiers  and  Bougie  during  June 
and  duly. 

Because  the  new  radar  interception  set  (Hagenuk)? 
which  was  to  be  installed  in  U  617  (Brand! ),  was 
found  to  be  out  of  order,  the  sailing  of  the  boat  - 
planned  for  24  August  -  had  to  be  postponed.   A 
spare  part  (transformer)  was  being  flown  from 
Germany . 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats; 

1340/25  August  as  in  III.A.c. 
2307/25  August  as  in  III  .A  .b. 2. 

V  .    a )  SuccejsjK^ : 

After  having  fired  a  fan  of  four  against  2 
overlapping  steamers  of  the  "Empress  of 
Australia"  class  (21,333  G.R.T.)  on  25  August 
at  0310  in  CJ  7757,  U  410  (Fenski)  heard  3 
hits  after  7  minutes  6  seconds,  8  minutes 
30  seconds  and  8  minutes  38  seconds 
respectively.    In  view  of  the  lengthy  running 
. time,  it  is  surmised  that  the  last  two 
explosions  were  end-of-run  explosions,  but  the 
first  one  was  probably  a  hit. 

b )  Losses ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

VI.   General  situation: 


Nothing  to  report. 


(Signed)    Kreisch, 
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26  August,  1945 

I.    a)  Dally  U-boat  positions  at  0800  ac cording 
to  naval  "grid  squares' ; 

A»  Wq sJ?,e ^P^fe^-A t  e  r  r  a  n  e  a  n ; 

U  73  CH   96, 

U  380  CJ  86, 

U  431  CJ  85, 

U  410  CJ  78, 

U  371  CH   94. 

B.   Eastern  Mediterranean i 

U  407)    east    °f    the  mer>idlan  of   31°   E» 
U  458      CO   54. 

b)  U-boats   homeward  and   outward  bound 
from  0800  to  0800 : 

No  boats. 

c )  In   port    (at    0800) i 

1)  Toulon:      U  565,    593,    616,    617. 

2)  Pola:  U  81,    453. 

■*■  -*-  *   Air  reconnaj ssance  : 

A.  We s t e rn  ? le d  1  te r r a n  e an ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

B «  _Ea_,s^tern  Me^dit_errane_a_n : 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  Sardinia 
and  the  North  African  coast  from  Alexandria 
to  Benghazi, 

m«   Reports  on  the  enemy; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean : 

a  )  By  U-b.qrats  : 

IT  410:   2116/26  August  7826  eastbound  convoy. 

b  )  By  a_Ir_  reconnaissance  : 

1)  1315/26  August  CJ  7829  5  medium-sized 
^  freighters, 

^p  easterly  course. 

2)  1330/26  August  CJ  7934  7  Independently 

routed  enemy 
merchant  ships, 
easterly  course. 

3)  1345/26   August   CN  2117    10  medium-sized 

freighters, 
stationary. 
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4)  1656/26  August  CH  9475  20  merchant  ships, 

stopped. 

5)  1735/26  August  CJ  8721  1  freighter  of 

10,500  G.R.T., 
1  freighter  of 
3,500  G.R.T.,  course 
280°,  high  speed. 

6)  1737/26  August  CJ  8912  1  destroyer, 

course  110°. 

7)  1805/26  August  CJ  8923  2  light  cruisers, 

1  destroyer, 
course  110°. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service: 

2125/26  August  CJ  7828  convoy  reported  an 

air  attack, 

d)  By  &.I.S.  stations; 

0900/26  August  1  "Illustrious"  class  aircraft 

carrier,  3  auxiliary  aircraft 
carriers,  5  destroyers, 
1  gunboat  put  out  from 
Gibraltar,  bound  for  the  east* 
The  formation  put  In  again 
at  1630. 

o )  By  naval  forces  s 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

a )  By  U-boats; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1632/27  August  CO  4135  1  ship,  moderate 

speed,  course  90°. 


c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 
d ^  By  G-.I.S.  stations  : 
e )  By  naval  forces : 
IV.  ■  Current  U-boat  operations : 


Nothing  to 
report. 


The  following  attack  areas  were  allotted  to 
the  boats : 

U  371  (Mehl)  the  area  between  Algiers  and 

Cape  Sigli, 
IT  73   (Deckert)  the  area  between  Cape  Sigli 

and  Bougaroni. 
U  410  (Penski)  to  the  east  of  U  73  as  far  as 

the  meridian  of  CJ  7865. 
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It  was  Intended  to  recall  U  75  within  the  next  few 
days |   the  boat  was  informed  of  this* 

U  407  was  requested  to  make  a  short  weather  report 
between  0200  and  0500.  The  boat  reported  at  0253 
on  27  August  from  CP  5380. 

U  410  (F'enski)  reported  a  success  (see  V.a)  and 
requested  permission  to  commence  his  return  passage 
to  Toulon  because  he  only  had  two  stern  torpedoes 
left;   he  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Toulon* 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats : 

J?40/|6  August)  as  .n  m.A.d. 
2325/26  August) 

2314/26  August  as  In  III.A.c. 

0210/27  August  as  In  III. A. b. 6  and  7. 

A  summary  of  the  situation  was  transmitted  to 
the  boats. 

V .     a  )  Successes s 

U  410  (Fenski)  reported :   i!0n  26  August  at  2116 
in  CJ  7826  a  fan  of  four  was  fired  against  4 
overlapping  steamers  of  6-7,000  G.R.T.  each 
belonging  to  an  eastbound  convoy  and  3  hits 
were  scored,   2  steamers  sank  immediately, 
1  was  on  fire  when  we  left."    It  was  assumed 
that  the  third  steamer  was  destroyed. 

b  )  Los  s_os  ; 

Nothing   to  report. 

^ -*-  •        _Geri oral  ^ s  1 1 u a t i on  s 

Nothing  to  report, 

(Signed)  Kreisch. 


27    August,    194-5 


I .  a  )    Daily  U-boat    positions    at    0800   according 

To^Tiava'l   grid   squares  : 

A.   Western  Mediterraneans 


U  75  OH  96, 

•»  I  U  38  0  CJ  86, 

>  U  431  CJ  84, 

U  571  CH   94, 

U  410  CJ  75. 

-618- 

CONFIDENTIAL 

SECURITY   INFORMATION  176 


CONFIDENTIAL 

B»  Eastern  Me d  i  t  e  r  r  a  n  e  a  n : 

Ti  407)  cas'c  °£   the   meridian  of  31°  E^ 
U  458   CO  59. 

V  b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 

from  0G00  to  0800 : 

No  boats. 

c)  In  port  (at  0800)  ; 

1)  Toulon 5   U  565,  593,  G16,  617. 

2)  Pola:    U  31,  453. 

I I .  Air  reconnaissance : 

A»  Western  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

B.  Ea  s  t  e  r n  Me  d  i t e  r ra  ne an  ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily,  Sardinia  and 
from  Alexandria  as  far  as  Benghazi. 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy : 

A#  Western  Mediterranean ; 
a )  By  U-boats; 

Nothing  to  report, 
b  )  By  air  re conn"! s  s ano e  : 

1)  0655/27  August  CJ  7  935  5C  merchant  ships 

and  escort  vessels, 
easterly  course, 

2)  0755/27  August  CJ  9818  2  small  units, 

4  M.T.B.s,  westerly 
course . 

3)  0755/27  August  CJ  7921  1  British  M.T.B., 

course  and  speed 
not  known, 

4)  1215/27  August  CJ  7835  1  freighter, 

4  M.T.B.s,  westerly 
course . 

5)  16  00/27  August  3  tankers,  4  freighters, 

1  hospital  ship, 
put  out  from 
Bizerta  bound  for 
^  the  east. 

6)  2350/2°  August  CN  2216  10-15  ships,  course 

and  speed  not  known. 
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c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  B-v  G.I. 3.  stations  ; 

0930/27  August  1  "Illustrious'1  class 

aircraft  carrier,  6  destroyers 
put  out  from  Gibraltar  bound 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces; 
Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterraneans 
a )  By  U-boats : 

Nothing  to  report. 
^  )  By  air  re_commis^san_ce  : 

1)  0810/27  August  CJ  9891  2  torpedo-boats, 

southwesterly  course. 

2)  1335/27  August  CN  3224  2  merchant  ships, 

2  destroyers, 
northerly  course. 

3)  1548/27  August  CK  7784  1  light  cruiser, 

course  210°,  high 
speed. 

4)  0400/28  August  CN  3251  probably  5-10  ships. 

ON  3257  probably  2-3  ships, 
course  and  speed 
not  known. 


c )  By  radio  intercept  service 
^ )  By  G.I.o.  stations i 
e )  By  naval  forces  : 
IV.   Current  U-boat  operations ; 


Nothing  to 
report. 


When  U  410  broke  off  his  operations,  the 
operational  area  between  Algiers  and  the  meridian 
of  CJ  7595  was  divided  as  follows: 

U  371  (Mehl)  between  Algiers  and  Cape  Bougaroni. 

U  73   to  the  east  as  far  as  the  meridian  of  CJ  7595. 

IT  73  had  commenced  his  return  passage  because  the 
multi-unit  hydrophones  (listening  set)  had  failed; 
he  intended  to  cross  the  parallel  of  42°  N  on 
29  August  at  0000  and  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  off 
Toulon  at  07  00. 

In  answer  to  a  request  from  Captain  U-boats,  the 
2  boats  operating  off  the  coast  of  northern  Sicily 
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(U  431  and  U  380)  were  released  by  Naval  War  Staff 
on  condition  that  2  more  boats  were  put  into 
operation  there  as  soon  as  possible. 

When  U  73  broke  off  operations ,  the  attack  areas 
•were  therefore  allotted  as  follows: 
U  431  (Schoeneboom)  allotted  the  area  that  had 
been  Intended  for  U  73  (see  above)  and  as  a 
result,  U  380  (Ro ether)  occupied  in  addition  the 
operational  area  of  U  431  (between  the  meridians 
of  CJ  8586  and  8485  and  between  the  parallels  of 
CJ  8545  and  8738). 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats s 

1212/27  August  as  in  III.A.d. 

1517/27  August  as  in  III.A.b.l. 

1832/27  August  as  in  1 1 1. A. b. 4. 

0432/28  August  as  in  III.A.b.6. 

A  summary  of  the  situation  was  transmitted  to 
tho  boats. 

V.  a)  Sugoesses: ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses :    ) 

V I .  Ge  n  or  a  1_  ^s  1 1  ua  t  i  o  n  : 
Nothing  to  report. 


■"■o 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


28  August,  1945 


I .    a  )  i)a I ly  U -b c > a t  _p o s itlons  at  0800  according 
to  naval  grid  squares i 

A*  yifig-"^,^1"1  _ .Me cl .1  ^ o ^1° an o an : 

U  330  CJ  85, 

U  431  CJ  84, 

U  371  CH  95, 

U  73  CK  6  9  (homeward  bound), 

U  410  CJ  74  (homeward  bound). 

•^  •  .Sas_tern  Medi t e^rran_ean  : 

U   596  ) 

tj  Ann  \    cast   of   the  meridian  of  31°  E, 

U  458      CO    92. 

k  )    ^—hSil} 5 g,  homewa rd__  and  ou tward  bou nd 
f r om'OB 0 0   to    0"8T)  0 ;  *~  "" 

U  617   put   out   from  Toulon   at   2100. 
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c )  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:   U  565,  593,  616,  617. 

2)  Pola:     U  81,  453. 

II.  Air  reconnaissance : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

B»  Eastern  M ed i t e rr a n ea ri i 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily  and  Sardinia. 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 

a )  By  U-boats : 

U  380:   0900/28  August  CJ  8913  convoy,  bound 

for  Palermo. 

^  )  B7/  air  reconnai ssa nee  : 

1)  0710/28  August  CN  2117  1  merchant  ship  of 

approximately  6,000 
G.R.T.,  easterly 
course. 

2)  0950/28  August  CH  8355  1  battleship, 

4  destroyers, 
2  merchant  ships 
not  exceeding  5,000 
G-.R.T.  each,  course 
90°,  low  speed. 

3)  1035/28  August  CH  9515  2  merchant  ships 

not  exceeding  1,000 
G.R.T.  each,  low 
speed. 

4)  1420/28  August  CN  2125  4  medium-sized 

freighters,  3  escort 
vessels,  south- 
westerly course, 
moderate  speed. 

5)  1427/28  August  CJ  8834  2  probable  M.T.B.s, 

course  110°,  high 
speed. 

6)  1445/28  August  1  probable  M.T.B.  cruising 

off  Palermo. 

7)  1555/28  August  CH  8357  6  small  freighters, 

1  patrol  vessel, 
course  50°,  low 
speed. 
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8)  1705/28  August  CH  9373  2  large  freighters, 

each  of  2,000  G.R.T., 
1  destroyer, 
easterly  course. 

9)  1350/28  August  CJ  7924  1  large,  1  medium- 

sized  freighter, 
*  easterly  course. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service i 

1713/28  August  CH  9532  convoy,  course  and 

speed  not  known. 

d)  By  (t .  T .  S  .  stations  ; 

1230/28  August  8  British  troopships  put  out 

from  Gibraltar  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean  with  an  escort. 

e )  By  naval  forces  : 
Nothing  to  report. 

s •  Eastern  ^Mediterranean s > 

Apart  from  an  agent's  report  stating  that  Suez 
was  full  of  troops  and  that  embarkations  were 
carried  out  throughout  the  day  of  24  August, 
there  was  nothing  special  to  report, 

IV .    Current  U-boat  operations  '. 

U  371  (Mehl)  and  U  458  (Diggins )  were  requested 
to  make  a  position  report.   The  reports  were  not 
received. 

U  38  0  (Roether)  reported  a  convoy  as  In  III .A  .a, 

U  617  (Brand!)  put  in  again  because  the  '"Hagenuk" 
had  failed;   he  intended  to  be  at  the  rendezvous 
off  Toulon  on  29  August  at  1030. 

U  410  (Penski)  intended  to  cross  42°  N  to  the 
north  on  30  August  at  0000  and  to  be  at  the 
rendezvous  off  Toulon  at  0600. 

A  summary  of  the  situation  and  the  following 
reports  of  enemy  movements  were  transmitted 
to  the  boats : 

1443/28  August  as  in  III.A.b.2. 
2010/28  August  as  in  III. A. b, 7. 
2025/28  August  as  in  IIT.A.d. 
2227/28  August  as  in  III.A.b.8. 

V •     a )  Successes  ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
f  b)  Losses :    ) 
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V I .    General  s^tua;bjion : 

It  had  to  be  ascertained  whether  the  harbor  of 
Augusta  really  was  heavily  occupied  with  landing 
craft  and  transports.    In  view  of  the  constant 
heavy  fighter  cover  It  was  suspected  that  there 
was  also  a  large  shipping  concentration  In  Malta, 
No  reconnaissance  in  connection  with  this  had 
been  carried  out  in  the  last  few  days. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


s9...Au.g^&:t-?^1945 


I »  a )    Daily   U-boat   posit Ions   at   0300  according 

"k.P_.JQav£Q--  JaEjkSL  J3qu&7'fts  '' 

A*  Wos^e^ti  jfed_i terra nean  : 

U  .380  CJ  86, 

U  431  CJ  75, 

U  371  OH  95, 

U  73  CH  33  (homeward  bound), 

U  410  CH  63  (homeward  bound), 

U  617  CH  36  (homeward  bound). 

B.  Eastern  Modi terra nean : 

J  596)    eagt  of  the  meridian  of  31°  E, 
U  407  j 

U  458   CO  91. 

b )  "^ "boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
Jtom   0800  to  '0805  • 

U  617  put  in  to  Toulon  on  29  August  at  1210, 

put  out  again  at  2000, 
U  73   put  in  to  Toulon  on  29  August  at  0800 

after 'his  13th  operation  against  the 

enemy. 

c)  In  .port    (at   0800)  ; 

1)  Toulon:      U   565,    593,    616, 

2)  Pola;  IJ  81,    453. 

II.   Air  reconnaissance; 

A •  Western  Moditerr a n ean ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alboran. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  around  8ici.lv,  Sardinia,  the 
Tyrrhenian  and  Ionian  Seas. 


hot 
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III.   Reports  on  the  enemy : 

A»  We  g t ern  Me d  i  t  e  rr anean  ; 
a  )  By  U-boats ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance; 

1)  0205/29  August  CJ  8699  20  ships,  course 

and  speed  not  known. 

2)  1419/29  August  Gape  Senate   1  light  cruiser 

bound  for  Le  Cfalite. 

3)  1431/29  August  from  Blzerta:   4  freighters, 

2  medium-sized 
cruisers,  3 
stationary  destroyers, 
1  coastguard  boat, 
zigzag  course. 

4)  0055/29  August  G J  75  96  6  ships,  course  and 

speed  not  known* 

5)  1635/29  August  CH  9513  1  transport  of 

approximately 
10,000  G.R.T.,  with 
escort  vessels. 

6)  1840/29  August  CJ  7862  1  light  cruiser, 

course  230°. 

7)  1930/29  August  CH  7463  1  battleship, 

1  light  cruiser, 
course  90°. 

8)  0455/30  August  CN  3227  10-15  ships, 

c )  By _radio  intercept  service ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

r^ )  .3I..£.'I,A"T  3,'k a ^° n 3  ' 

1)  2030/28   August    the    French   ship    irSidi 

Brahlm"  of  2,439  G.R.T. 
with  troop3  on  board  and 
2  guar db oats  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

2)  0900/29  August  1  "Illustrious"  class 

aircraft  carrier,  4 
auxiliary  aircraft  carriers, 
2  "Dido"  class  cruisers, 
10  destroyers  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean. 
The  formation  put  in  again 
at  1900. 
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e )  By  naval  forces ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Ea  s  t er n  Me  di t e  rranean ; 

a  )  By  II -boats  : 

U  596s   0750/29  August  CP  6149  1  freighter. 

1  corvette, 
course  90°. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance i 

1)  0350/29  August  ON  3221  1  ship,  course  and 

speed  not  known. 

2)  1140/29  August  ON  3273  a  few  ships, 

course  0°. 

3)  1750/29  August  1  freighter,  northerly  . 

course,  off  Augusta. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service  i 
Nothing  to  report. 

d )  By  G . I .S .  s tat ions : 

According  to  an  agent's  report,  the  troops 
that  were  embarked  at  Suez  on  24  August 
(see  War  Diary  of  28  August,  II I. B)  were 
disembarked  again  on  26  August. 

e  )  By  naval  forces i 

Nothing  to  report. 

■^  »        Current   U-jgoat   operations^ : 

We  surmised  that  a  landing  operation  on  the 
Calabrian  coast  was  being  planned,  for  not  only 
were  the  harbors  of  eastern  Sicily  more  heavily 
occupied  but  landing  craft  were  being  concentrated 
in  Bizerta  and  Malta,   Although  the  conditions 
under  which  operations  were  being  carried  out  had 
grown  more  difficult  -  because  the  radar  inter- 
ception set  failed  -  it  was  hoped  that  U-boats 
would  be  able  to  operate  in  support  of  resistance 
to  an  enemy. landing.    In  view  of  the  general 
situation  the  only  boats  that  could  be  used  for 
this  operation  were  the  three  at  present  operating 


in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean. 


Iher 


e  was.  nowever 


one  objection  to  putting  U  596  into  operation: 
the  commander  of  this  boat  was  on  his  first 
operation  and  the  task  of  operating  off  the  eas'o 
coast  of  Sicily  would  make  heavy  demands  on  hittu 
U  596  (Lieutenant  (j.g.)  No  mi)  was  therefore  to 
remain  in  the  east  and  received  the  whole  area 
east  of  the  meridian  of  31°  E, 


The  other  2 
follows  j 


boats  wore  put  into  operation  as 
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U  458  (DIggins)  received,  an  area  between  the 
parallels  of  CK  7478  and  7778  and  the  meridians 
of  CJ  9956  and  CE  7754. 

TJ  407  (Bruller)  received  the  area  off  the  east 
coast  of  Sicily  west  of  the  meridian  of  CN  3264, 
between  the  parallels  of  CJ  9885  and  CN  3288. 
The  boat  was  in  this  area  during  the  previous 
operation. 

The  decisive  factors  in  choosing  the  operational 
areas  were  that: 

a)  livelier  location  activity  was  not  anticipated 
in  the  areas  mentioned, 

b)  the  boats  would  be  favorably  placed  there. 

U  458  was  requested  to  make  a  position  report  for 
the  second  time.    No  report  was  received, 

U  596  reported  a  success  (see  V.a). 

New  Instructions  were  transmitted  to  the  boats  in 
connection  with  putting  in  to  Toulon,  together 
with  a  summary  of  the  situation. 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats : 

1159/29  August  as  in  III.A.d.l. 
1219/29  August  as  in  III.A.b,4. 
1253/29  August)  . 
0029/30  August)  as  in  IJ-J-»A.d.<J# 
2136/29  August  as  in  III.A.b.2. 
2316/29  August  as  In  III. A. b. 7. 
0400/30  August  as  In  III.A.b.5. 

V •     a )  Successes  \ 

On  29  August  at  0750  in  CP  6149  (20  miles 
northnortheast  of  Beirut),  U  596  (Lieutenant 
(j.g.)  Nonn)  sank  a  freighter  of  4,000  G.R.T. 
During  this  operation  the  boat  also  sank  4 
transport  sailing  vessels  by  gunfire. 

b )  Losses : 

U  375  (Koenenkamp)  was  provisionally  reported 
missing  with  effect  from  1  August,  1943.    The 
boat  put  out  from  Toulon  on  10  July.    The  boat 
last  reported  on  25  July  from  CN  3188.   The 
fate  of  the  crew  was  unknown. 

VI.        Ce nerval   s i tuation  s 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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5  0  August,  1945 

I.  a)  Dally  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 

to  naval  grid  squares : 

^A,  Western  Mediterranean: 

U  580  CJ  85, 

U  451  CJ  78, 

U  571  CH  96, 

U  617  CH  59. 

B,  Eastern  Mediterranean; 

U  596 )     ,   _  . ,      .  , .     _  „n  0  _ 

U  407)  eas^  °^  the   meridian  of  olu  E, 

U  458   CO  67. 

k )  H -boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  0800 ■ 

U  410  put  in  to  Toulon  on  50  August  at  0800. 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:   U  565,  5  95,  616,  410,  73. 

2)  Pola:     U  81,  455. 

I I .  Air  reconnaissanc e  t 

•^  •  ^e ,s,^,e. rn  Me di  tc rr anoan ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

B.  Ea s t e rn  Me d 1 1 e r r a n c a n ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily,  Sardinia  and 
the  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 

a )  By  U-boats : 

U  451:   0541/50  August  CJ  7824  westbound 

convoy,  4  steamers, 
1  tanker,  5  destroyers 

k )  By  ajr  reconnaissance  : 

0740/50  August  Cape  Blanc:   2  individually 

routed  ships,  easterly  course. 

c  )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

"V  According  to  radio  traffic  there  was  convoj 

activity  between  Algiers  and  Blzerta. 
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i)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

0730/50  August  Gibraltar:   3  American 

steamers  of  medium  tonnage, 
easterly  course. 

e )  By  naval  forces : 

Nothing  to  report, 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

a )  By  U-boats ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  0846/30  August  CN  3256  4  transports  of 

6,000  G.R.T.  each, 
3  escort  boats, 
'  making  for  Syracuse. 

2)  0848/30  August  1  medium-sized  ship  and  1 

small  naval  unit 
lying  off  the  coast 
north  of  the  port 
of  Messina,  both 
stationary, 

3)  0S53/30  August  CN  3231  7  transports  of 

3,000  G.R.T.  each, 
3  escort  boats, 
bound  for  Catania, 

4)  1115/50  August  CO  4825  1  troopship,  4 

freighters,  3  patrol 
vessels,  course  70°, 
moderate  speed. 


c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 
^ )  By  G- .  I  ,S  .  s  tat  ions  i 
e )  By  naval  forces : 
IV.    Current  U-boat  operations: 


Nothing  to 
report. 


Agents  had  been  almost  daily  reporting  an  aircraft 
carrier  and  several  auxiliary  aircraft  carriers 
which  put  out  from  Gibraltar  bound  for  the  east, 
presumably  for  gunnery  exercises j   a  boat  operating 
In  this  area  should,  therefore,  have  been  very 
successful.    In  compliance  with  instructions  from 
Naval  War  Staff  that  2  boats  should  be  operating 
north  of  Sicily,  U  617  was  proceeding  to  the 
Central  Mediterranean  to  operate  off  the  coasts  of 
North  Africa  and  northern  Sicily  respectively « 
U  580  was  operating  there  at  the  moment.    In  the 
event  of  an  enemy  landing  on  Sardinia,  the  boats 
in  this  area  would  have  been  quickly  available. 
Because  we  did  not  consider  a  landing  on  Sardinia 
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to  be  likely  within  the  next  few  days,  Captain 
U-boats  requested  Naval  War  Staff  to  release 
U  G17  for  operations  east  of  Gibraltar.    The 
following  factors  should  have  favored  this  plan: 
the  phase  of  the  moon  was  favorable  (new  moon 
30  August)  and  U  617  had  a  particularly  reliable 
commander  (Lieutenant  (s.g.)  Brandi )  who  had 
gained  valuable  experience  during  his  last 
operation  in  the  area  east  of  Gibraltar.   After 
having  been  released  by  Naval  War  Staff,  U  617 
received  orders  not  to  proceed  to  CJ  7175  as 
instructed  in  his  departure  order  but  to  occupy 
the  area  due  east  of  Gibraltar.    The  boat  was 
granted  freedom  of  action,  against  all  targets 
inc luding  submarine s . 

U  458  (Diggins)  was  requested  to  make  a  position 
report  by  short  signal  for  the  third  time  since 
28  August.   No  report  had  been  received.   Grave 
concern  was  felt  for  the  boat.   After  the 
departure  of  U  407  (Briiller)  from  the  Eastern 
Mediterranean,  U  596  (Noun)  was  granted  freedom 
of  action  against  submarines  in  his  operational 
area  (east  of  the  meridian  of  31°  E). 

U  431  reported  a  success  (see  V.a)  and  commenced 
his  return  passage  with  his  one  remaining  stern 
torpedo  and  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Toulon. 
U  431  intended  to  cross  42°  N  on  1  September  at 
0100  and  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  off  Toulon  at  0700. 

When  U  431  left  his  operational  area  off  the  North 
African  coast,  between  Cape  Bougaroni  and  the 
meridian  of  CJ  7625,  IJ  380  was  ordered  to  occupy  it, 

A  summary  of  the  situation  was  transmitted  to 
the  boats. 

V .  a )  Successes : 

On  50  August  at  0341  in  CJ  7824,  U  431 
(Schoeneboom)  sank  a  steamer  of  8,000  G.R.T. 
belonging  to  a  westbound  convoy  and  at  0530  in 
CJ  7815  he  torpedoed  a  tanker  of  10,000  G.R.T. 
and  heard  2  hits.   The  tanker  was  probably  sunk, 

b )  Losses : 

Nothing  to  report, 

V I .  General  situation : 

The  number  of  transports  in  the  harbors  of 
Augusta  and  Syracuse  was  noticeably  high.   At 
the  moment  there  were  20  transports  of  7,000  G.R.T. 
each  in  Augusta  and  7  transports  of  6,000  G.R.T. 
each  in  Syracuse,   These  facts  only  strengthened 
our  suspicions  that  southern  Italy  and  not 
Sardinia  would  be  the  next  enemy  landing  objective,. 
400  enemy  troops  were  landed  to  the  east  of 
Melito  (Calabria)  on  29  August,  presumably  to 
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form  a  bridgehead  for  a  large-scale  landing 
operation.    The  plan  was  frustrated. 


1 


(Signed)   Kreisch* 


51  August,  1945 


I .  a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 

to  naval  grid  squares; 

■A*  V'/e s tern  Mediterranean ; 

U  580  CJ  76, 

U  571  CH  96, 

U  617  CH  67  (outward  bound), 

U  451  CH  66  (homeward  bound). 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean; 

U  596   east  of  the  meridian  of  51°  E, 
IT  407   CP  45, 
U  453   CO  46. 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  080"C~To~0S0_q; 

No  boats. 

°)  In  port  (at  0800) ; 

1)  Toulon;   U  75,  410,  565,  593,  616. 

2)  Pola;     U  81,  455. 

II .  Air  reconnaissance : 

A*  Western  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers. 

B.  Eastern  jfediterrapean ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Sicily,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  and  Ionian  Seas • 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy; 

A.  We s torn  Me dl t e r rang an  ; 
a)  By  U-boats ; 

U  371;   1517  and  1545/31  August  CH  9628 

1  anti-aircraft 
cruiser. 

k  )  By  .f-A-L  JLeconnal s  sano e  ; 

1)  0730/31  August  CJ  7926  2  probable  heavy 

cruisers,  westerly 
course. 
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2)  1700/31  August  CH  8458  2  independently 

routed  merchant 
ships  of  7,000 
G.R.T.  each,  course 
270°,  moderate 
speed. 

3)  1720/31  August  CH  7692  2  merchant  ships  of 

4,000  G.R.T.  each, 
2  patrol  vessels, 
course  300°, 
moderate  speed. 

4)  1805/31  August  10  medium-sized  merchant 

ships,  stationary, 
outside  Biaerta 
harbor. 

5)  1830/31  August  CJ  7475  20-25  merchant  ships 

and  a  tanker  with 
escort  vessels, 
course  300°. 

c  )  By  radio  intercept  service ; 

Nothing  to  report, 

d)  By  G .  I  .S .  s  tat  ions  : 

1)  0930/31  August  1  auxiliary  aircraft 

carrier,  3  destroyers, 
1  minesweeper,  1  gunboat 
put  out  from  Gibraltar 
bound  for  the  Mediterranean. 

2)  1530/30  August  1  "Dido11  class  cruiser  put 

out  from  Gibraltar  bound 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

3)  2000/50  August  Tres  Porcas :   about  30  ships 

bound  for  the  Mediterranean. 

4)  0900/31  August  the  battleships  "Revenge" 

and  nResolutionH  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  presumably  from 
the  west, 

5 )  1330/31  August  1  auxiliary  aircraft 

carrier,  3  destroyers  put 
in  to  Gibraltar  from  the 
east.   Another  auxiliary 
aircraft  carrier,  escorted 
by  a  destroyer  and  2  gun- 
boats, put  out  bound  for 
the  east. 

e)  By  naval  forces: 

Nothing  to  report. 
" •   Eastern  Modi to rranean : 
a )    By  U-boats ; 

Nothing  to  report. 
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10 )  By  air  reconnaissance  : 

1)  0900/31  August  GJ  9881  3  probable  battle- 

ships, 9  destroyers, 
course  350°,  high- 
speed. 

2)  0910/31  August  CN  3253  9  ships,  northerly 

course  • 

3)  1025/31  August  CN  3213  3  ships,  northerly 

course. 

4)  1200/31  August  1  battleship  formation  15 

miles  north  of 
Catania,  southerly 
course. 

5)  1455/31  August  4  landing  craft,  2  small 

beached  boats,  4 
miles  east  of  Melito. 

6)  1800/31  August  1  cruiser,  1  light  unit, 

2  miles  north  of 
Catania,  southerly 
course. 

4  destroyers  off 
Catania.,  north- 
easterly course. 

7)  0115/1  September  CN  5243  4  probable 

destroyers,  stopped* 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service  t  ) 

' ■     ) 

d)  By  Cr._I._S  .  stations  ;        )  Nothing  to 

)  report. 

e )  Bv  naval  forces :  ) 

-^  •    Current  U-boat  operations : 

U  458  was  requested  to  make  a  position  report  for 
the  fourth  time.   No  report  was  received. 

U  380  (Roether)  reported  an.  unsuccessful  fan  of 
four  against  a  westbound  convoy  in  CJ  8916  on 
29  August. 

After  having  fired  9  torpedoes  without  scoring 
any  successes,  U  371  (Mehl)  commenced  his  return- 
passage  to  Toulon  with  his  listening  set  and 
attack  periscope  out  of  order. 

U  4  07  (Broiler)  reported  from  OP  4856  that  the 
state  of  one  of  his  batteries,  together  with 
spontaneous  noises,  made  him  question  the  wisdom 
of  operating  in  the  operational  area  off  the  east 
coast  of  Sicily  which  had  been  allotted  to  him 
("War  Diary  of  29  August). 

The  following  reports  of  enemy  movements  were 
transmitted  to  the  boats: 
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1151/31  August  as  In  III.B.b.l. 
1530/31  August  as  in  III. A. d. 4. 
1556/31  August  as  In  III.A.d.l. 
1907/31  August  as  in  III.A.b.l. 
0052/1  September  as  in  III. A. b. 2  and 
0125/1  September  as  in  III.A.b.4  and 
0223/1  September  as  In  III. A. d. 5. 


A  summary  of  the  situation  was  transmitted  to 
the  boats, 

V .  .   a  )  Successes : ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses :    ) 

V I »   General  situat^ion : 

The  Italian  Navy  estimated  that  there  were  about 
1,000  landing  craft  in  the  Central  and  Western 
Mediterranean  which  were  distributed  as  follows: 
about  60$  In  Bizerta, 
about  22$  in  Augusta  -  Syracuse, 
about  18$  not  definitely  located, 
but  probably  mostly  in  Malta  and  In  the  African 
ports  east  of  Cape  Bon.    In  the  opinion  of  the 
Italian  Navy,  the  landing  craft  were  so  distributed 
that  attacks  could  simultaneously  be  launched  on 
southern  Italy  from  the  Tyrrhenian  and  Ionian  Seas, 
The  launching  of  an  attack  against  Sardinia  and 
Corsica  was  considered  highly  improbable  at  the 
moment. 

The  assumption  that  the  enemy  would  simultaneously 
launch  an  attack  from  2   different  points 
(Tyrrhenian  and  Ionian  Seas )  was  supported  by  the 
fact  that  2  more  battleships  had  put  In  to 
Gibraltar.   Consequently  there  were  at  the  moment 
8  battleships,  5  aircraft  carriers,  4  auxiliary 
aircraft  carriers  In  the  Mediterranean,  Including 
Gibraltar,   Never  in  this  war  had  such  a 
concentration  of  heavy  units  been  seen  In  the 
Mediterranean.   It  was,  however,  also  possible 
that  the  battleships,  which  had  just  arrived,  had 
been  brought  in  as  reserves  to  replace  any  heavy 
units  that  might  bo  damaged. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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Synopsis  for  August  1945 


I,  Sicily  was  entirely  occupied  by  the  enemy  who  had 
concentrated  his  main  efforts  there  during  the 
first  half  of  the  month.   Enemy  heavy  and  medium- 
sized  units  had  the  task  of  supporting  the  land 
fighting  by  bombarding  the  coastal  strips  still  In 
Axis  hands.    The  light  units  carried  out  patrol, 
escort  and  convoy  duties.    It  was  noticed  that  the 
ships  used  to  supply  the  troops  in  Sicily  were 
transferred  from  the  coast  of  southern  Sicily  to 
that  of  northern  Sicily,  principally  to  the  port 

of  Palermo.   On  the  other  hand,  the  conglomeration 
of  supplies  in  the  ports  of  Augusta  and  Catania 
subsided.    Heavy  and  medium-sized  units  were  based 
at  these  two  ports  during  the  first  half  of  the 
month.   As  a  result  of  supplies  being  taken  to 
ports  on  the  coast  pf  northern  Sicily,  a  further 
number  of  small  landing  craft,  used  for  landing 
supplies  on  the  coast  of  southern  Sicily,  vm& 
released.    They  were  withdrawn  and  transferred  to 
Maltese,  Tunisian  and  Algerian  ports. 

The  whole  of  Sicily  was  in  enemy  hands  on  17  August. 
Preparations  for  further  landing  operations  could 
be  seen.    They  were  as  follows: 

a)  Most  of  the  landing  craft  still  remaining  in 
Sicilian  ports  were  withdrawn. 

b)  Damaged  units  were  removed  from  the  Mediterranean 
theater. 

c )  Units  were  brought  up  from  other  sea  areas  to 
replace  those  that  were  either  out  of  action 
or  heavily  damaged. 

d)  Men  and  materials  were  being  brought  up  In 
ever  Increasing  numbers  (principally  from  the 
west ) , 

II.  It  was  still  difficult  to  determine  where  the 
enemy  would  launch  his  next  landing  operation. 
But  during  the  second  third  of  the  month  it  seemed 
that  it  would  be  towards  Sardinia  and  Corsica, 

At  that  time,  this  assumption  was  based  on  the 
following  facts: 

a)  There  were  very  few  landing  craft  lying  in 
the  Sicilian  harbors. 


b)  There  were  concentrations  of  landing  craft  in 
BIzerta  and  eastern  Algeria.    (The  majority  - 
about  6  0%  -  of  the  landing  craft  in  the 
Mediterranean  were  there.) 

c)  4  auxiliary  aircraft  carriers  were  brought  up, 
which  suggested  that  the  operation  would  be 
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carried  out  In  an  area  where  fighter  aircraft 
would  be  unable  to  operate  from  an  airfield.^ 

d)  Agents  constantly  reported  that  landings  on 
Sardinia  and  Corsica  were  being  planned. 

e)  About  5  divisions  of  Free  French  forces  were 
standing  by  in  Algeria  and  Tunisia  (possibly 
destined  for  Corsica). 

It  is  also  possible  that  the  enemy  carried  out  these 
measures  to  prevent  the  real  direction  of  the  attack 
from  being  discovered,  or  else  that, his  objective 
was  Corsica  and  Sardinia  right  up  to  the  end  of  the 
Quebec  Conference,  for  it  was  only  during  the  last 
third  of  the  month  that  the  enemy Ts  movements 
suggested  that  the  operation  would  be  launched 
against  Calabria  as  originally  surmised.   The 
reasons  that  led  to  this  assumption  were  as  follows: 

1)  The  landing  craft  which  had  been  mostly  lying 
in  Bizerta  were  dispatched  to  various  North 
African  ports  further  to  the  east. 

2)  There  were  landing  craft  in  Augusta,  Syracuse 
and  Catania. 

3)  The  enemy  air  force  intensified  Its  attacks  on 
supply  communications  on  the  Italian  mainland, 
especially  in  Calabria. 

4)  A  strong  force  of  400  men  launched  a  landing 
operation  against  the  southern  tip  of  the 
Italian  mainland  to  carry  out  intensive 
reconnaissance  and  to  form  a  bridgehead. 

5)  The  same  area  was  bombarded  by  heavy  naval  forces. 

III.  From  the  Information  in  1  and  II  it  was  decided 
that  the  U-boats  should  be  disposed  as  follows 
during  the  first  third  of  the  month: 

1 )  Western  Mediterranean : 

Operations  had  to  be  concentrated  in  the  sea 
area  east  of  Algiers  and  off  the  coast  of 
northern  Sicily  in  order  to  attack 

a)  the  supply  traffic  which  was  being  used  to 
supply  the  landing  operation  preparations 
concentrated  in  the  area  of  Algiers,  Bone, 
Bizerta  and  Tunis, 

b)  the  supply  traffic  for  the  forces  In  Sicily, 
which  made  for  the  coast  of  northern  Sicily. 

Because  it  would  have  been  very  difficult  to 
transfer  boats  from  the  Eastern  Mediterranean 
to  the  Western  Mediterranean  and  vice  versa 
through  the  Sicilian  Channel,  boats  already  In 
the  Eastern  Mediterranean  had  to  be  loft  there. 
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2  )  Eastern  Me di t e  rr ane a n : 

a)  Operations  were  to  be  concentrated  in  the 
area  off  the  coasts  of  eastern  and  southern 

■>  Sicily  and  west  of  Malta  against  the  supply 

traffic  which  had  already  decreased. 

b)  Once  the  area  named  in  a)  was  occupied  by 
2-3  boats,  a  boat  was  to  be  put  into 
operation  in  the  Benghazi  -  Derna  area. 

3)  Attempts  to  act  on  this  information  were, 
however,  considerably  handicapped. 

a)  In  view  of  the  small  number  of  boats  available, 
a  very  high  percentage  of  them  had  to  be 
detailed  for  the  undertaking  which  Naval  War 
Staff,  1st  Division  had  entrusted  to  us 
(Operation  !iEiche"). 

b)  Operationally  ready  boats  were  unable  to  put 
out  as  scheduled  because  they  first  had  to 
havo  now  location  gear  installed. 

The  result  of  the  first  point  was  that  5  boats 
had  to  be  withdrawn  from  this  fruitful 
operational  area. 

The  result  of  the  second  point  was  that  one 
boat  (IT  371)  put  out  after  3  days'  delay  and 
another  boat  (U  617)  put  out  after  5  days' 
delay. 

c)  Because  the  boats  already  out  at  sea  were 
forced  to  operate  without  the  help  of  the 
location  gear,'  the  only  operational  areas  that 
could  bo  selected  for  them  were  those  which 
were  not  usually  subjected  to  heavy  enemy  air 
patrols . 

For  instance,  the  decision  made  in  c)  had  the 
following  result:   a  boat  that  was  to  operate  in 
the  southern  half  of  GN  33  and  ON  26  was  with- 
drawn to  the  east  of  the  location  radius  of  Malta 
and  received  as  his  attack  area  an  area  in  the 
Arabian  Gulf.   This  boat  left  the  Western 
Mediterranean  via  the  Sicilian  Channel  and  was 
subsequently  lost. 

4)  As  the  facts  listed  in  II,  1)  -5)  revealed  that 
the  launching  of  an  offensive  on  Calabria  was 
imminent  -  a  state  of  affairs  which  was  growing 
more  and  more  obvious  -  it  was  decided  that  the 
boats  should  operate  in  the  following  areas : 

a)  In  the  Eastern  Mediterranean,  despite  the 
disadvantage  mentioned  in  3),  c)  and  off  the 
south  and  southeastern  coasts  of  Calabria, 

b)  in  the  Western  Mediterranean  in  the  sea  area 
between  Sardinia  and  Sicily,  as  well  as  off 
the  North  African  coast  on  the  enemy  supply 
route. 
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5)  Owing  to  the  reasons  mentioned  above,  on  29 
August  2   of  the  3  boats  operating  in  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean  were  requested  to  occupy 
the  operational  area  off  the  coasts  of  eastern 
Sicily  and  southeastern  Calabria.   As  one  of 
J3J.  these  boats  is  operating  off  the  coast  of 

Palestine  and  the  other  in  the  Arabian  Gulf, 
the  great  length  of  their  approach  route  to  the 
operational  area  had  to  be  taken  into  account. 
The  third  boat  was  not  transferred  to  the  west 
because  the  commander  of  this  boat  was  on  his 
first  operation.    In  the  interim  it  has  been 
learned  that  a  boat,  which  had  been  ordered  to 
an  operational  area  off  the  Italian  coast,  has 
been  lost.   Thus  there  will  only  be  one  boat 
available  for  operations  against  the  offensive 
which  should  be  launched  against  the  Italian 
mainland  within  the  next  few  days. 

It  would  be  unwise  to  change  the  operational 
areas  of  the  boats  lying  in  the  Western 
Mediterranean  because  there  is  a  boat  on  the 
enemy  supply  route  between  Cape  Bougaroni  and 
Le  Galite.   At  the  moment,  there  are  no 
further  boats  available  for  operations  against 
the  landing  operation  planned  by  the  enemy. 
In  accordance  with  Naval  War  Staff's  order 
(Operation  "Eiche"),  the  boat  which  put  out  from 
Toulon  on  29  August  had  to  operate  off  the  coast 
of  northern  Sicily.   The  release  of  this  boat 
is  requested  to  enable  it  to  operate  due  east  of 
Gibraltar.   This  request  was  granted. 

The  general  reasons  justifying  a  boat  being  put 
into  operation  in  the  area  due  east  of  Gibraltar 
will  be  found  in  the  synopsis  for  July,  para.  8. 
An  additional  reason  is  now  provided  by  the  fact 
that  the  aircraft  carrier  and  the  auxiliary 
aircraft  carriers  in  Gibraltar  put  out  daily  for 
maneuvers,  which  they  carry  out  to  the  east  of 
Gibraltar.    The  undertaking  is  entrusted  to  the 
commander  of  U  617  (Lieutenant  (s.g.)  Brandi). 
This  boat  operated  in  the  same  area  during  June. 

Preparations  for  the  enemy's  landing  operation  are 
now  so  far  advanced  that  it  will  probably  be 
launched  within  the  next  few  days.    The"  information 
we  have  now  acquired  makes  the  "direction  from  which 
the  operation  will  be  launched  quite  obvious.   The 
enemy  will  begin  the  invasion  of  Europe  by  launching 
an  offensive  against  the  coasts  of  Calabria  and, 
with  a  view  to  subsequent  operations,  his  secondary 
objective  villi   be  an  attempt  to  secure  the  Strait 
of  Messina.   More  men  and  materials  are  being  made 
available  for  this  operation  than  for  the  one" 
against  Sicily.    It  is,  therefore,  quite  possible 
that  the  enemy  also  plans  to  launch  an  offensive 
against  Sardinia,  Corsica  or  the  Bay  of  Naples. 
The  moment  of  this  operation  will  depend  on  the 
progress  of  the  operation  against  Calabria.    In 
view  of  the  above  factors  our  own  U-boats  will 
operate  as  follows  : 
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a)  Against  the  beachheads  of  the  landing  operations 

(above  all,  off  the  coast  of  Calabria)* 

b)  Against  the  enemy  supply  traffic  running  along 
the  usual  routes  in  the  Western  and  Eastern 
Mediterranean,  which  will  be  supplying  and 
replacing  the  war  material  used  by  the  troops 
fighting  in  the  new  operational  area  as  well  as 
their  forces  in  North  Africa,  Sicily,  Palestine 
and  Syria. 

c)  Should  landing  operations  begin  at  other  point3, 
either  simultaneously  or  later,  the  assignments 
in  a)  are  to  have  priority  over  those  in  b). 

V.  Whereas  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  Sicilian  campaign, 
U-boat  operations  were  of  far  greater  importance  in 
the  Western  Mediterranean,  they  are  now  becoming 
more  and  more  important  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean 
owing  to  the  progress  the  enemy  campaign  has  made. 

The  exposition  made  in  para.  VI  of  the  S7/nopsis  for 
July  suggested  that  it  would  be  wise  to  transfer 
some  boats  from  the  Western  Mediterranean  to  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean.   During  the  course  of  the 
last  month,  one  castbound  boat  passed  through  the 
Sicilian  Channel.   As  this  boat  was  lost,  the 
number  of  boats  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  was 
not  increased.   And,  in  view  of  the  small  number 
of  boats  available,  it  was  impossible  to  transfer 
any  further  boats.   With  the  number  of  boats 
available  it  is  now  impossible  to  carry  out  even 
the  most  urgent  assignments. 

The  successes  achieved  during  the  month  by  these 
few  boats  operating  under  the  most  difficult 
conditions  have  once  again  proved  that  even  when 
promising  operational  areas  cannot  be  occupied,  it  is 
possible  to  inflict  considerable  damage  on  the 
enemy  in  the  Mediterranean. 

VI,  Apart  from  the  fact  that  by  making  use  of  the 
"Mctox''  apparatus  the  enemy  was  able  to  attack  us 
with  the  aid  of  a  weapon  as  yet  unknown  to  us,  we 
have  not  discovered  the  existence  of  any  further 
new  weapons.   According  to  the  report  made  by  a 
boat  which  had  to  carry  out  part  of  his  operation 
without  using  the  radar  interception  set,  our 
anxiety  lost  boats  should  find  themselves  unable 
to  operate  now  that  they  had  been  forbidden  to  use 
the  apparatus  was  unfounded „   By  adapting  himsel^ 
skilfully  to  the  circumstances,  the  commander  was 
able  to  carry  out  a  successful  operation  in  a 
heavily  patrolled  area.   But  this  does  not  mean 
that  we  can  draw  the  conclusion  that  an  apparatus 
similar  to  the  !,Mctox",  but  without  its  drawbacks, 
would  not  be  of  great  advantage.    The  serious 
disadvantages  of  operating  without  a  radar  inter- 
ception set  are  indeed  revealed  in  the  report  of 
another  boat  which  was  taken  by  surprise  by  an 
aircraft  twice  in  one  night.   '  The  "Hagenuk" 
calibrator  which  is  being  introduced  does  not  suffer 

-659- 

■CONFILjiMTIAL 

JSCaniTI  II  FORMATION  197 


, 


i 


CONFIDENTIAL 


from  the  disadvantages  of  the  "Metox".    It  Is, 
however,  still  being  held  up  by  manufacturing 
difficulties,  thus  preventing  the  prompt  deliver;/ 
of  the  apparatus  In   sufficient  number.    This  will 
result  in  the  boats  having  to  postpone  the  date  of 
their  putting  out.   With  the  small  number  of  boats 
available,  this  measure  will  be  very  strongly  felt. 

VII.  The  number  of  boats  in  August  was  the  following; 

Caste 
Med.' 


Date  Western  Eastern  Outward  Homeward   In   Total 

Port   No . 


Med. 


bound 


bound 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

S 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 


2 

3 
3 
3 
4 
5 
3 
3 
3 
3 


3 
3 
3 

4 

4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
3 
3 
4 
2 


1 
1 

1 

2 
o 

1 

1 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 

1 

2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 

C) 

3 
3 

3 
3 
3 


2 
2 
3 
2 


1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
3 
4 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

1 


1 

2 

2 
T 


3 


1 
1 


2 
3 


10 

15 

9 

15 

8 

14 

8 

14 

8 

14 

8 

14 

7 

14 

7 

14 

8 

14 

7 

14 

7 

14 

8 

14 

7 

14 

7 

14 

7 

14 

7 

14 

7 

14 

6 

14 

7 

15 

7 

14 

7 

14 

6 

14 

6 

14 

6 

14 

6 

14 

6 

14 

5 

14 

6 

14 

5 

14 

7 

14 

7 

14 

In  the  various  periods  the  average  disposition  of 
the  boats  was : 


Prom 

Western 
Med  • 

Easte] 
Med. 

?n 

Outward 
bortnd 

Homeward 

"bo'uhd 

In 

Port 

1-10 
11 -SO 

21-51 

3*0 
4*2 

1-1 
0*6 
2*7 

1*3 
2«1 
0*4 

0*8 
0*8 
0«5 

8«0 
7«0 
6-2 

^ 


-S40- 


30NFIDEMTIAL 


SECURITY   INFi  RMiVnOl 


193 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Daily  average  for  the  month; 


] 

Western 

Med, 

Eastern 
Med. 

Outward 
bound  " 

Homeward 
bound 

In 

Port 

(which 
(equals  : 

3*6 
25  '7% 

1-3 

10*7$ 

1-2 
3  >6/o 

6  «7 
5% 

7*0 

30% 

VIII.  The  following  successes  were  obtained  in 
August  1943: 

Serial  Boat   No. of  ships   G-.R.T.   No  .of  ships   G.R.T. 

torpedoed 


No. 

sunk 

1 

U 

73 

1 

''Brooklyn" 

class 

cruiser 

2 

U 

31 

•" 

- 

o 

U 

371 

1 

5,000 

4 

u 

375 

- 

- 

5 

u 

330 

1 

6,000 

6 

u 

407 

- 

- 

7 

u 

431 

1 

"Aurora " 

class 

cruiser 

8,000 

8 

u 

453 

•*» 

- 

9 

u 

458 

~ 

- 

10 

u 

593 

„ 

- 

11 

u 

596 

4 

1 
transport 
sailing 
vessels 

4,000 

12 


13 
14 


10,000 


U  616 


U  617 
U  410 


o 


21,000 


7(12)    44,000 


1  "Leander" 
class 
cruiser 


2  (4  ) 
1 


21,853 


31,833? 


Also  1  "Brooklyn"  class  cruiser, 
1  ''Aurora''  class  cruiser, 
4  transport  sailing  vessels  -  sunk. 
1  "Leander"  class  cruiser  -  torpedoed. 

IX .   Losse s : 

U  375  (Lieutenant  (s.g.)  Koenenkamp )  was  requested 
to  make  a  position  report  on  51  July,  1  August 
and  2  August. 

U  458  (Lieutenant  (s.g.)  Diggins )  was  requested 
to  make  a  position  report  on  28,  29,  50  and  31 
August.   Neither  of  the  boats  has  answered  the 
request,0   their  loss  must  bo  anticipated.   We 
have  no  clues  as  to  the  cause  of  the  losses 

"^•*  Append 1.?:  to  the  synopsis  for  July : 

U  561  (Lieutenant  (;].g.)  Kenning)  and  U  409 
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(Lieutenant  (j»g.)  Massmann)  were  lost  in  Jul;/. 
U  561  was  torpedoed  by  an  enemy  M.T.B.  whilst 
passing  through  the  Strait  of  Messina.   A  small 
proportion  of  the  crew,  including  the  commander, 
were  saved. 

We  have  no  clues  as  to  the  cause  of  the  loss  of 
U  409. 


(Signed)        Kreisch. 


> 
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16    October-    1943 

■       r---  ■       ,       -       J  .       ■      -       .       -      . 


^*  I ,     a )  Pail;/;  U-boat  positions  at  0800 

according  to  naval  grid  squares : 

A*  W e s t o r  n  Med i t e rr anean ; 

U  431  OH  74, 
U  73  CH  83, 
U  371  CH  96, 
U  223  OH  33  (homeward  bound). 

B  o   J-Cas t ern_2Ie d iterr anean ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

k )  .b-bojxts  homeward  and ..^oujbward  bound 
from  0800  to  0000; 

U  223  put  in  to  Toulon  after  his  3rd  operation 
at  0900/16  October. 

c )  In  port i 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon-    U  380,  410,  565,  616,  593. 

2)  Polas     U  81,  407,  453,  5  96, 

A.  We s _t e r_n  }>le d. i ;b e r rajieari ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Oran,  around 
Corsica  and  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B •  Eastern  Mediter ra ne an : 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.   Reports  on  the  enemy ; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean; 


U  371:   1228/15  October  OJ  7729  westbound 

convoy. 

k  )  .Ry.  "yi  r.  yoc o nn a i  s  s an  c e  i 

0700/16  October  OR  8294  2  freighters  800  G«r?..'J 

easterly  course. 
CH  8357  4  destroyers,  course 
260°,  speed  17  knots. 

c  )  Ry_ _raA J-_°-  intercept  service  : 
Nothing  to  report. 
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d-)  By  G.I. 3.  stations; 

1400/lS  October  in  Gibraltar  harbors 

the  "Uganda11  in  dock,  8  destroyers,  34  small 

craft. 

e )  By  naval  forces : 

Nothing  to  report. 
B«  Eastern  Me  d  1 1  e  rr  a_ne_a_n ; 
a  )  By  U-boats ; 

Nothing  to  report, 
b  )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  1525/16  October  CP  4111  enemy  formation 

of  1  cruiser, 

2  destroyers, 
2  escort  vessels, 
northerly  course, 
high  speed. 

2)  0350/16  October  CK  7212  1  merchant  ship, 

southerly  course. 

c  )  B;y  radi  o^  intercept  service  : 

0955/16  October  CK  4752  1  British  unit  located 

d  )  By   G .  I .  S  .  s  t  a  1 1  ons  ;;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
e  )  By  naval  forces :     ) 

IV ,  Current  U-boat  cjoer  a t ions  : 

U  571  (Mchl)  reported  a  success  (see  V  a). 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  situation 

report. 

V,  a  )  Successes i 

U  571  (Mehl)  reported  sinking  a  6,000  G.R.T. 
freighter  from  a  westbound  convoy  at  1228  on 
15  October  in  CI  7729  (10  miles  north  of  Cape 
de  Per).   Another  freighter  possibly  sunk. 

b )  Losses °. 

Nothing  to  report. 

VI,  General  situation : 

Lively  operational  and  tactical  radio  traffic 
intercepted.    Mainly  what  were  probably  stations 
in  the  Aegean  took  part  in  it,  giving  rise  to  the 
assumption  that  an  operation  Is  already  in  progress 
there,  according  to  radio  intercept  service's 
interpretation. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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17  October,  1945 

I.     a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  Ofi00__ao cording 
to~  naval  grid  squares  ; 

^*  A#  ^ Le-s-t$J'}i   Me d i  t  e r ra nean  : 

U  431  CH  74, 
TJ  75  CH  83, 
U    371   CJ  77. 

■£•   E.as  tern  Mediterranean ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

k )   N~hoajt^s  Jiorneward.  and   outward  bound 
from   0800   to    0600; 

Nothing  to  report. 

o  )  In  port ; 

(At  0300) 

1)  Toulon;   "J  380,  410,  565,  616,  593,  223. 

2)  Pola;     IT  81,  407,  455,  596. 

^ ■*■  •   Air  rec o nna i a  stance  ; 

A»  F  Q.s  ''c  e  rn   ,^G  d  1 1  e  r  r  a  n  e  a  n ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

3»  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.   Reports  on  the  energy  ; 

■^■'   F.e  s.^.c  ™  - ¥ie ^  ^~£  2Lra  nea,n  ° 
a  )  By  U-boats ; 

U  73;    2152/17  October  CH  8511  1  large 

freighter, 
1  destroyer. 

^  )  By_.  air  rec onnai s s an c e  : 

0222/18  October  CJ  5966  2  patrol  vessels. 

c )  ,By  r_adio  intercept  service  ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

d )  By  G.I.S.  stations : 

x    1400/17  October  in  Gibraltar  harbor; 
cruisers  in  dock;   the  "Uganda", 
1  "Honolulu"  class. 
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e  )  By  jiaval  forces  ; 

Hothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterrane an ; 

a )  I3y  U-boats; 

Nothing  to  report. 

b  )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1445/17  October  CP  4179  1  probable  cruiser, 

course  20°,  speed 
22  knots. 
1530  new  course  340°. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service ; 

2132/17  October  CO  3572  unit  reported  to 

Alexandria  air  attack 
on  formation. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations;,  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 

e)  By  naval  forces;     ) 


IV.-. 


Current  U-boat  operations; 

UJ73  (Deckert)  was  ordered  to  report  his  position. 
U  571  reported  in  accordance  with  III  A  a). 
The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  situation 
report  and  details  of  the  positions  of  the  ships 
bound  for  Oran  to  exchange  wounded  prisoners. 

V ,  a )   Successes  :    ) 

)   Nothing   to   report, 
b  )    Losses  ;  } 

VI,  C-eneral   situation ; 

1117  Captain  U-boats  back  from  duty  trip  to  Berlin 
and  Kiel. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


18  October,  1945 

I ,     a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
to _ jlayal^  grid  squares  i 

A,  Western  Mediterranean ; 

U  431  CH  74, 


J%  U  73   CH  85, 

tt  %'7i    nn  oa  . 


IT  371  CH  96, 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

-04G- 


COHFIDENTL.' 

SECUR3  EY  INFORMATION  2°5 


CONFIDENTIAL 


k )  TJ-bqa^ts  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  OSOoTo  0800: 

Nothing  to  report. 


c )  In  port : 
V*  "   (At  0800) 


1)  Toulon;    U  225,  330,  410,  5S5,  616,  59.3. 

2)  Pola:      U  81,  407,  455,  596. 

II.  Air  r  e  c  o nna  i  a  a  an_c  c  : 

A.  W e at ern  Med i t er l^anean ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Oran,  around  Sardinia 
and  Corsica,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

3»  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 

III,  Reports  on  the  enemy ; 

A»  Western  Mediterranean : 
a  )  By  U-boats  : 

U  73;   2152/18  October  CH  8375  2  freighters, 

4  landing 
craft,  westerly 
course, 

^  )  By  air  r oc onnai s sane e  ;_ 

1)  0222/18  October  CJ  5966  2  patrol  vessels 

e topped. 

2)  1355/18  October  CJ  4376  2  minesweepers, 

1  FUT.B., 

southeasterly 

course, 

1  freighter  500 

G-.R.T.,  northerly 

course. 

3)  1359/18  October  CJ  8111  1  freighter 

1,000  Q.R.T., 
3  escorts, 
southerly  course, 
moderate  speed. 

4)  1405/18  October  CH  76  95  22  freighters 

approximately 
150,000  G.R.T., 
1  corvette, 
course  270  . 

1%  5)  1407/18  October  CH  7699  2  cruisers, 

3  guardboats, 
course  180°. 
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6)  1409/18  October  CH  8465  1  liner 

approximately 
90,000  G.R.T., 
coUra©  S50°- 

7)  1410/18  OototXMP  CH  3453  13  freighters, 

course  230°. 

8)  1420/18  October  CH  8438  23  warships, 

course  240°. 

9)  1654/18  October  CJ  6758  1  patrol  vessel, 

course  60°. 

10)  1403/13  October  In  Mers  el  Keb.ir  harbor; 

2  heavy  cruisers, 
6  destroyers, 
18  freighters 
approximately  110,000 
G.R.T.,  2  liners 
totaling 

approximately  28,000 
G.R.T.,  2  tankers 
totaling 

approximately  16,000 
G.R.T. 

11)  In  Oran  harbor  and  roads; 

11  freighters  totaling 

a  p  p  r  ox  iraa  t  e  ly 

88,000  C.R.T., 

1  tanker 

a  p  p  r  ox  iraa  t  e  ly 

8,000  G.R.T. 

c )  By  radio_  _intercept  service : 
Nothing  to  report. 

d )  EX  -ft «,  \ '?  *  stations  ; 

1)  1815/18  October  from  Gibraltar  for  the 

Mediterranean; 

8  freighters  In  ballast, 

3  patrol  vessels. 

2)  1830/17  October  4  destroyers  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean . 

e )  By  naval  forces ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

B  •  Eastern  Me d it er rano a n ; 

a  )  By  XT  -boats  ; 

Nothing  to  report. 
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b )  Bv_  air  reconnaissance : 

1600/18  October  CJ  9979  7  medium-sized 

freighters , 
CP  1544  1  M.T.B.., 

course  280°. 

c )  B;/  radio  intercept  service ; 

0709/18  October  CO  3352  formation  reported 

aircraft  shadower, 

d )  By  G . I .  S .  stations ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
e  )  By  rnaval  forces  :     ) 

IV .  Cu .r rent  U-bo at  .oj)e_pa t ions  ; 

U  431  (Schoeneboom)  was  ordered  to  report  his 
position.   No  signal  was  received. 
U  73  (Deckert)  reported  a  success  (sec  V  a). 
The  boats  received  an  excerpt  from  the 
situation  report  and  were  notified  of  enemy 
movements  as  follows ; 

2112/13  October  as  in  III  A  b)  4),  5),  7),  8). 

0008/19  October  as  in  III  A  d)  1). 

0052/19  October  as  in  III  A  b)  6),  10)  and  11). 

In  addition  the  positions  of  the  4  ships 
carrying  wounded  prisoners  ("Aquileia'', 
"Sinaia",  "Djenne"  and  "Gradis'ca" )  were 
passed  on  to  the  boats. 

V .  a )  Successes i 

U  7,3  (Deckert)  at  2152  on  18  October  in 
OH  8575  probably  sank  a  6,000  G.R.T. 
freighter. 

b )  Losses i 

Nothing  to  report. 

V I •    General  situation s 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreiseh. 


19    October,    1945 

-•  a)    Daily  U-boat  positions   at   0800  according 

to  naval   grid  ~rcua"rcs  i 

A«  We s t em   Me di t o r 3 'a ne a n ; 

U  431  OH  74, 
U  73  CH  83, 
U   371   CH   96. 
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B«  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
080D'  t6~08"00l 

Nothing  to  report. 

c )  In  port : 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon;    U  223,  380,  410,  565,  593,  616. 

2)  Pola;     TJ  81,  407,  453,  596. 

II.   Air  reconnaissance; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers,  around 
Corsica,  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B*  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean,  inshore  waters  of  Alexandria, 

■  m»   Rejpo_rt3^_on  the  enemy ; 

A»  Western  Mediterranean ; 

a  )  By  U-boats  s 


> 


U  431;    0306  -  0445/.19  October  CH  7496  - 

7494  westbound 
convoy. 

b  )  By  air  rec oflna I s s an o e  : 

1)  1505/19  October  CH  9438  7  destroyers, 

easterly  course, 
speed  25  knots. 

2)  1520/19  October  CJ  1915  1  patrol  vessel, 

s  ou  t  hwe  s  t  e  rly 
course . 

3)  0450/20  October  CJ  6774  1  ship,  course  50°. 

4)  1415/19  October  CJ  9522  2  ships,  moderat 


speed,  course  350°. 


c  )  By  radio  intercept  s ervice t 
Nothing  to  report. 
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c1-)  By  G .  I  »S  .  s  tat  ions  ; 

1)  0800/19  October  3  destroyers  put 

out  from  Gibraltar 
■^)|  for  the  Mediterranean. 

2)  a)  1500/19  October  Cape  Spartel: 

abo\it  40  ships, 
bound  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

b)  2220/19  October  Ceufca: 

30  ships  bound  for 

the  Mediterranean. 

9  freighters, 

1  tanker, 

1  gunboat  from 

Gibraltar  joined 

thera . 

G )  By  naval  forces : 

Nothing  to  report. 

B#  Eastern  Mediterranean 

a )  By  U-boats ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  roc onrials  sane e  ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 

2315/19  October  CO  3293  unit  reported 

to  Alexandria 
bombing  attack 
by  enemy  air- 
craft. 

d)  By  G . I . S^ r  st a tjlo ns  t    ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
0  '  By  naval  forces  :     ') 

IV  .   Current  U-boat  operations i 

U  431  (Schoeneboom )  was  ordered  to  report 
his  position. 

U  451  reported  a  success.   He  was  returning. 
U  7 3 "at  0014  on  20  October  sent  a  war  distress 
signal  (aircraft  attack)  from  CII  8223. 
The  boat  was  ordered  to  report  his  position 
r  by  short  signal  as  soon  as  possible.   At 

&1  2019  In  36°  52'  N  QR  51  E  (not  indicated)  a 
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Gibraltar  aircraft  intercepted  a  surfaced 
U-boat,  probably  the  same  boat  spotted  by 
another  aircraft  at  0031/20  October  in 
360  52 i  n  QR  50  E/W  (not  Indicated). 

U  73 's  signal  has  possibly  some  connection 
with  the  sightings. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the 
situation  report  and  were  notified  of 
enemy  movements  as  follows  i 

1721/19  October  as  in  III  A  d)  1), 
0015/20  October  as  in  III  A  b)  1), 
0754/20  October  as  in  III  A  d)  2)  b). 

V.    a)  Successes ; 

U  451  (Schoeneboom)  at  0306  on  19  October 
in  GH  7496  (10  miles  west  of  Alboran) 
sank  a  freighter  of  10,000  G.R.T.  and  one  of 
8,000  G.R.T.  from  a  westbound  convoy. 
At  0445  in  CH  7494  (20  miles  west  of 
Alboran)  from  the  same  convoy  the  boat 
sank  a  freighter  of  10,000  G.R.T.  and 
torpedoed  one  of  12,000  G.R.T.  which  lay 
on  fire  stopped. 

b )  Losses i 

Nothing  to  report. 

Nothing  to  report. 


(Signed)  Kreisch. 


20  October,  1945 


T  *    a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
to  naval  grid  squares i ~ 

&  ^'-°s.to rn  Mo d i t erranean i 

U  431  CH  76, 
U  73   CH  82, 


U  371  CH  96. 
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~>#  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 
nothing  to  report. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward 
Taound  from  "0800  to'  0800; 

Nothing  to  report, 

c )  In  port ; 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon:    U  223,  580,  410,  565,  593,  616, 

2)  Pola:     U  81,  407,  453,  596. 

- ^  °        A.ir  reconnais sance  i 

^*   .'{o stern  Hc_ditcrranean  ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alboran, 
around  Corsica  and  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea, 


rn 


B .  Ea s t c rn  Me di t e r ra ne an : 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian 
Sea,  Aegean. 

Ill .   Reports  on  the  onomy s 

A.  West ern  Me d i t c rran c ;  an : 

a )  By  .U-boats; 

Nothing  to  report. 

k)  By  a  j  r  r  0|  c  o  n  \\  a  i  s  s  a  n  c  e  ; 

1)  0845/20  October  CJ  8661  merchant 

ships  up 
to  3,000 
G-.R.T. 
(number  not 
given),  13 
merchant  ships 
Up  to  5,000 
G.R.T.,  2 
guardboats, 
northerly 
course. 

2)  1240/20  October  CJ  6786  6  small 

warships, 
type  not 
identified, 
high  speed, 
line  ahead, 
course  150°. 
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3)  1400/20  October  GJ  6619  1  M.T.B., 

high  speed, 

northerly 

course. 

.-  4)    1414/20   October   GJ  1928    1  merchant 

T  ship   6,000 

Cl     "D  en 

U'  •  J.  I  •  J.  •  f 

course  350°, 
speed  slight. 

5)  3.440/20   October   GJ  4383    M.T.B.s, 

northerly 
course, 
moderate 
speed. 

6)  1440/20  October  CE  9475  50  ships, 

course  0°. 

7)  1515/20  October  GE  8174  1  merchant 

ship  10,000 

G.R.T., 

2  destroyers, 

course  90°, 

high  speed. 

8)  1735/20  October  CE  7581  60  freighters, 

10  escorts, 

easterly 

course, 

speed  7  knots. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service; 

Nothing  to  report. 

Nothing  to  report. 
e )  By  i  _nayal  forces : 

Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Eas t e  rn  Medi t erranean  ; 
a  )  By  U*-bo_ats  ° 

Nothing  to  report. 

k )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  1435/20  October  CO  3113  1  merchant 

ship  less 
than  2,000 

*~  1  auxiliary 

ship. 
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2)  1605/20  October  CP  4113  several 

destroyers 
and  escort 
vessels, 
course  510°. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

1)  0009/21  October  GO  3239  unit  (according 

to  cur  air 
reconnaissance 
2  dest royers 
in  the  same 
position) 
reported  air 
attack  to 
Alexandria. 

2)  According  to  the  .interpretation  of 
the  radio  intercept  service  the 
transmission  of  urgent  operational 
radio  messages  to  commands  in  the 
Aegean  area  *  and  other  unidentified 
participants  gives  rise  to  the 
assumption  that  an  operation  may 
possibly  be  starting  in  this  area. 
The  enemy  forces  of  III  B  b)  2) 
strengthen  this  assumption. 

d )  By  G.T.S.  stations ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

e  )  B?;^  naval  forceps  ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

IV .   Current  U-boat  ope rations t 

U  _451  (Schoenoboom)  received  orders  to 

proceed  via  CH  8223.    U  73  yesterday 

sent  a  distress  signal  of  an  air  attack 

from  this  grid  square • 

U  73  (Deckert)  reported  at  0207/21 

October  from  CH  8391  that  the  boat  was 

attacked  with  bombs  and  depth  charges 

in  8374  but  suffered  no  damage. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the 

situation  report  and  were  notified  of 

enemy  movements  as  follows s 

0126/21  October  as  in  III  A  b)  6)  -  8) 
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According  to  a  radio  Intercept  report,  at 
0140/21  October  and  0200/21  October  a  Gibraltar 
aircraft  was  over  a  U-boat  In  a  position  which 
was  not  given  exactly.   Latitude  was  37°  30'  K 
at  0140,  37°  23'  N  at  0200.    Longitude  could 
not  be  deciphered. 

»       V •    a )  Successes : ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses :    ) 

VI.    Gene  r a 1  s  i  t  ua  t  i  on ; 

The  Fuehrer  has  awarded  Lt.  (j.g.)  Schoeneboom 
(Commander  of  IT  431)  the  Knight's  Cross. 

(Signed)   Kreisch» 


21    October,    1945 


I •  a )   Daily  U-boat   positions   at   0800 

acc^ordin^  to   naval   grid*  square's  i 

A#  y?.p,sJlf3.r.n,, Me.flit .?-r'r-:i ne,a-n  ° 

U  431  CH  92  (homeward  bound), 
.  U  73   CH  83, 
U  371  CH  96. 

B»  Ea stern  Me di t err anca n ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

k  )  JJ*",]3-?.0-^.3, ...frQHi?jyilr-^-..TaD;^.°^w;ir(^  bound 

^^ml"_0§.QQ_-i.o,,_Q_s.?.Q ;" 

U  453  put  out  from  Pola  at  1615/21  October 
on  his  12th  operation. 

c )  In  port : 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon :    U  223,  380,  410,  565,  593,  616. 

2)  Pola:     U  81,  407,  453,  596. 

II.   Air  re c onnai sp.^nce  : 

^  •  Western  Me  di t  c  r  rane  an  „° 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Oran,  around  Corsica 
and  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B*  Ea ste r n  Med iter_ rjiiioan ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean, 
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III.   Re  p  or t  s  on  the  e  no  my  ; 

A .  W e stern   Me d i terra n  e a n i 
a )    By  U-boa  t s ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

^  )  S2__§- ■]■£.  Peconnaissance  » 

1)  0704/21  October  CH  8481  42  freighters 

up  to  10,000 
G. R.T.j,  course 
60°. 

2)  0652/21  October  Bay  of  Oran 

20  freighters. 

5)  1418/21  October  CH  7369  1  merchant  steamer 

8,000  G.R.T., 
course  260°, 
moderate  speed. 

4)  1425/21  October  CE  7398  1  merchant  steamer 

4,000  G.R.T., 
course  270°. 

5)  1445/21  October  GE  8464  50  ships,  5  of 

them  escorting 
vessels,  easterly 
course . 

6)  1500/21  October  GE  8257  3  destroyers, 

course  220°. 

7)  2320/21  October  CJ  5956  1  ship,  sailing 

alone, 

0  )  IjL  rafli°  in"k orcept  service  i 

1015/21  October  CJ  8210  Allied  unit  located. 

d)  Bv  G.I .S  .  stations  : 

1)  1445/21  October  Punta  Carneroi   sailing  from 

the  Atlantic  to  the 
Mediterranean  1  French 
battleship  of  the  "Richelieu1' 
class,  2  destroyers. 

2)  1415/21  October  convoy  of  49  freighters 

6  ~  7*,  000  O.R.I1.,  6  destroyers, 
2  escort  vessels,  9  tankers 
6,000  -  8,000  G.R.T.  passed 
Tangier  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean . 

According  to  a  report  from  Ceuta  part  of  the 
convoy  put  in  to  Gibraltar  at  1700. 

e )  By  naval  forces : 

Nothing   to  repo'rt, 
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3,  Ea  s_t o  r_n  Mo  di  t  e  r  r  an  e  a n ; 

a  )  By  U-boats  ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

T^  b )  By  air  r e c onna . i s sane e : 

1520/21  October  CP  1736  1  cruiser,  5  destroyers, 

course  330°,  speed 
30  knots. 

c  )  By  radio_  intercept  service; 

2056/21  October  CO  3268  unit  reported  to 

Alexandria  bombing  attack 
by  enemy  aircraft. 

0218/22  October  CO  3345  the  same  signal. 

rl )  By  G-.I.S.  stations ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
e  )  By  naval  fore e s :    ) 

IV  .   Current  U-boat  op^crajbions  ; 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  situation 
report  and  reports  of  enemy  movements  as  follows: 


1751/21  October  as  in  III  A  b)  1), 

2244/21  October  as  in  III  A  d)  2), 

2203/21  October  as  In  III  A  d)  1), 

0059/22  October  as  in  III  A  b)  5)  and  6), 


V .    a )  Successes :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b  )  Losses_ :     ) 

^«   General  situation; 

Captain  U-boats'  Command  H.Q.  moved  with  part  of 
the  Staff  and  subordinate  Staff  in  the  afternoon 
to  Costabelle,  east  of  Toulon. 

(Signed)   Krelsch. 


22  October.  1943 


I .    a )  Daily  U »»bo a t  pos it io nc  at  0800  ac cording 
i°  naval  grl'd  square's  s 

■^  •  y(e  s  ^  e  rn  ^-e  d  i  t  e  rr  an  e  a  n : 

"U  431  CH  68  (homeward  bound), 
U  73   CH  83, 
IT  371  CH  96. 
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^ •  Eastern  Mediterranean  : 

U  455  GJ  57  (outward  bound), 

b  )  P~ho_ats^  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to"  0800: 

Nothing  to  report, 

c )  In  port ; 

""~   (At  0800) 

1)  Toulon;    U  225,  580,  410,  565,  5  95,  016. 

2)  Pola:      TJ  81,  407,  596. 

I I .  AjLr^jc^c_o;nnajL  ssance  i 

A . . Western  Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Cape  Tenes,  around 
Corsica,  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B  •  S astern  ,Med;lte_rra nean  : 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 

Aegean. 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A.  We s t e r n  Me d 1 1 err ane a n : 

a )  3y  U "boats : 
Nothing  t  o  rep  o rt « 

b )  By  air  r econnai ssanc e : 

1)  1155/22  October  Oil  8296  wreckage, 

barrels,  beams, 
patches  of  oil. 

2)  1200/22  October  CH  8575  1  cruiser, 

5  destroyers, 
westerly  course, 
speed  slight o 

5)  1218/22  October  ON  8585  2  destroyers, 

course  310°. 

4)  1447/22  October  CJ  4853  1  merchant  ship 

1,000  (I.K.T., 
course  0°,  speed 
slight. 

5)  1448/22  October  CJ  4851  1  merchant  ship 

500  C-.R.T.,  course 
0°,  speed  slight, 
also  2  small  harges. 

6)  1515/22  October  CJ  4265  1  merchant  ship 

1,000  G.R.To, 

course  80°,  moderate 

speed. 
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7)  1520/22  October  GJ  4372  1  merchant 

ship  1,000 
G-.R.T,,  course 
160°,  raoderate 
speed. 

8)  1545/22  October  CJ  4358  1  torpedoboat 

course  190°. 

c  )  By  radio  intercept  service t 

Nothing  to  report. 
3)  By  Ct VI .S_v_st_a_tions  ; 

1)  1530/22  October  2  laden  freighters  put 

out  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

2)  Convoy,  as  In  III  A  d)  2)  21  October, 

with  42  freighters, 
7  tankers,  3  American 
destroyers,  3  American 
gunboats  passed  through 
t  o  the  Me di t  er r ane an . 

e )  By  naval  forces ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

B*  Eas  te rn  Me  dit  err anean  », 

a  )  ^  _ U-boat S| : 

Nothing  to  report. 

b)  Bj. .  air  reconnaissanc^e  ; 

1)  2310/22  October  CO  3238  2  destroyers, 

course  220°, 
speed  25  knots. 

2)  0050/23  October  CO  3268  1  destroyer, 

course  180°. 

c)  By;  _ra/klo  Intercept  service ;  ) 

d)  By  G,I.S,  stations;         )Nothing  to  report. 

~~"  ) 

e  '  I~LJ^2^2~LJLOI12  e  s  '  ) 

1  v  •    Current  U-boat_C) perat I o  n  s  ; 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  situation 
report  and  v/ere  notified  of  enemy  movements  as 
follows i 

2556/22  October  as  In  III  A  b)  2)  and  3), 

0113/23  October  as  In  III  A  d)  2). 

Lt.  (s.g.)  Brand i,  Commander  of  U  617  lost 

.m   the  Spanish  Moroccan  coast  on  the  night  12/13 

September  reported  verbally  to  Captain  U-boats. 
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V •     a )  Successes  :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report;. 
b)  Looses:     ) 


VI.    Gc  n  o  r  a  1  s  i  t  u a  t ion ; 

The  remainder  of  Captain  U-boats *s  Staff 
and  subordinate  Staff  moved  from  Toulon  to 
Costabelle . 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


25  October,  1945 

I.     a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800 

according  to  naval  grid  squares; 

A .  Western  Mediterranean i 

U  431  CH  66, 
IT  75  CH  33, 
U  571  CH  96. 

B*  Eastern  Mediterranean; 

U  453  CJ  63  (outward  bound). 

b  )  U-boat s  homeward  a_nd _ou t ward  b ound 

from  0600  to  0800 ■ 

U  565  put  out  from  Toulon  at  2300/23  October 
on  his  15th  operation. 

c  )  In  port : 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon:    U  225,  380,  410,  565,  595,  616. 

2)  pola:      U  81,  407,  593. 

1  ^  •    Air  r e c onna  j s s o.nc  e  : 

A.  We s t ern  Med it e rranoan : 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers,  around 
Corsica,  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

■B*  Easte rn  Mediterranean : 

Probing  reconnaissance  of  Alexandria  and  Cyprus, 
reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 

III.    Reports  on  the  enemy : 

Ao  Western  Mediterranean : 

a  )  By  U-boats  : 

Nothing    to  report. 
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b  )  By  air  rec onnaissance : 

1)  1420/23  Oc toller  C«X  5751  2  torpedoboats, 

northerly  course, 

2)  1355/25  October  CJ  8118  2  apparent  M.T.B.S, 
f$  course  300°,  high 

speed, 

c  )  By  radio  intercept  service; 

Nothing  to  report. 
d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  1115/25  October  1  "Amora"  class  cruiser  put 

in  to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic. 

2)  1315/25  October  3  troopships,  carrying  troops, 

put  out  from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Me  d  i  t  err a  no  a  n . 

3)  1545/25  October  Ceutaj   13  freighters, 

1  tanker,  1  troopship, 
bound  for  the  Mediterranean. 

4)  1315/23  October  Ceuta;   3  transports, 

2  freighters,  3  corvettes, 
bound  for  the  Mediterranean. 

5)  1530/23  October  2  destroyers  put  out  from 

G-ibraltar  for  the  Mediterranean. 

6)  1630/23  October  1  minelaying  cruiser  put  in 

to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Me  d  i  t  c  r  r  a  n  e  a  n . 

e  )  By  .najml _  f  orces  ; 

Nothing  to  report. 
B  •  E_a.g.t;  e,ffl„_Me  di  t  e  r  ra  no  an  ; 
a  )  By  U-boa ts ; 

Nothing  to  report. 
k )  By  air  roc on nai ssa nee : 

1)  1420/23  October  CP  1581  2  probable  escort 

vessels,  course 
290°,  speed  25  knots. 

2)  1445/25  October  GP  4185  1  cruiser,  2  destroyers, 

course  340°,  speed 
25  knots, 

c  )  I^LJP3-AJi9.  .intercept  service  ° 

1451/25  October  CP  4158  unit  reported 

I  aircraft  shadowing 
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formation,  course 
329°,  speed  20 

knots • 

d )  3y..  G«rI.S  .  stations  :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
e  )  By  naval  forces :     ) 


™P  IV.   Current  U-boat  operations 

A  ,  . - .i . ■  . 


U  451  (Schoeneb-oom)  was  requested  to  report 
his  p'osition.    The  boat  commenced  return 
passage  from  his  operational  area  on  19  October 
in  the  Alboran  sea  area  and  has  not  yet 
reported  his  intention  of  crossing  the  42°  N 
parallel  or  time  of  arrival  at  the  rendezvous 
off  Toulon, 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the 
situation  report  and  wore  notified  of  enenrj 
movements  as  follows : 

2215/23  October  as  in  III  A  d)  2)   and  4), 
0417/24  October  as  in  III  A  d)  3). 

1438/23  October  one  of  our  aircraft  sighted 
one  of  our  U-boats  in  CH  9126.,  course  6°. 
Reasons  for  believing  It  to  be  one  of  our 
U-boats  are  not  known  here.    2nd  Flicgcr- 
division  is  being  asked.    Possibly  it  is  U  75 
who  might  have  withdrawn  comparatively  far- 
from  his  operational  area.   The  idea  that 
^  ^-s  P..  3PX   ~3  noJ:   excluded  if  the  boat  wore 
in  this  case  unexpectedly  behind  on  his  return 
passage  to  Toulon* 

V •    a )  Successes ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses t  ) 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kroisch. 


24  October,  1945 


I.    a)  Pail;/-  U-bo/yb  positions^ at  0800  according 
to  naval  grid  squares : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean : 

U  431  CH  63, 


U  75   CH  83, 
U  371  CH  96, 
%*  U  565  CH  59  (outward  bound). 
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B»  Eastern  Med  it or  ran  can : 

TJ  453  CK  47. 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
0800  to  0800 : 

Nothing  to  report. 

c  )  In  port i 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon:    TJ  225,  380,  410,  593,  616. 

2)  Pola:     U  81,  407,  596. 

* 

■£-*-•   Air  r  e  o  o  n  na  1  s  s  a  no  ot : 

A»  Western  Meditcrr an  can ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers,  around  Corsica 
and  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

^"   Eas tern  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 

III.    Reports  on  the  enemy  t 

A.  Western  T.Toditerranean ; 

a  )  By  U-boats i 

Nothing  to  report. 

k  )  r$~.  ,a  -Lr  r  °  c  ° u  na  ^  s  s-a-1lP  °  3 

1)  1511/24  October  CH  9445  2  corvettes. 

2)  1512/24  October  CH  9467  4  merchant  steamers 

up  to  3,000  G.R.T., 
4  destroyers,  south- 
erly course. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

Nothing  to  report. 

d  )  By  G .  I .  S  .  ...stations  : 

1)  1600/24  October  1  "Aurora"  class  cruiser  put 

out  from  Gibraltar  for  the 

Mediterranean. 

2)  1900/24  October  Gibraltar  harbor  report; 

1  mine-laying  cruiser, 
1  auxiliary  cruiser. 
In  dock  2  cruisers,  in 
addition  13  destroyers, 
57  small  craft. 

cfP  e  )  By  naval  forces  s 

Nothing  to  report. 
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B.   Bas tern  Mediterranean : 

a )  By  U-boats ; 
Nothing   to   report. 

b )  By  air  roconnaissanco ; 

1)  1310/24    October   CK  7217   1   freighter, 

northerly 
course. 

2)  1529/24    October   CK  7423   1    banker, 

course  200°. 

3)  1358/24  October  CK  7772  2  medium-  sized 

•  warships, 
course  150°. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service;) 
_^ _  } 

d)  By  G . I .S .  s tat ions ;        )  Nothing  to  report. 
e  )  _By_  _na va  1  f  or  c  e_s  ;  ) 

-^  •   Cur^/^nt^  Ju-boa-^o^porationa  t 

U  451  (Schoeneboom )  was  requested  to  report 

ETs  position.   No  signal  was  received. 

U  455  (von  Schlippenbach)  reported  the  completion 

of  li'is  mine  laying  mission  off  Brindisi  and 

received  orders  to  return  to  Pola. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  situation 

report  and  were  notified  of  enemy  movements 

as  follows i 

2311/24  October  as  In  III  A  b)  1)  and  2), 
2336/24  October  as  in  III  A  d)  1). 

V  .    a )  Succes sos :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b  )  Losses i  ) 

V I .   General  sj.t ua tion : 

Nothing  to  report. 

( S Igne d )  Kr  e I s  c  h . 


25    October,    1943 


I.  a)    Daily  U-boat   positions  at   0800 

according   to_liaval  T!-frid   squares  ; 

A*  "^ogtern  Mediterranean ; 

U  431  OH  39  (?)  (homeward  bound) 
U  73   CH  83,   U  371  OH  96 s 
U  565  CJ  71  (outward  bound). 
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B .  Eastern  Me  d i t o rr a no an : 

U  453  CK  47  (homeward  bound). 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
f  rqm _0800  to  0300  ■ 

Nothing  to  report. 

c )  In  port ; 

(At  0300) 

1)  Toulon:    U  223,  380,  410,  593,  616. 

2)  Pola:     U  81,  407,  596. 

-*--*-•    Air  r e connaissance i 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers,  around  Corsica 
and  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B»  Ea s t e r n  Modi t or iia_ne-_an ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 

Ill*   Reports  on  the  enemy : 

A*  Postern  Mediterranean : 

a  )  By  JJ^boats  i 

Nothing  to  report. 

b  )  By  air  reconnai  s s  anc  c  i 


1)  1039/25  October  CJ  6776  1  probable  escort 

vessel,  course  80°. 

2)  1047/25  October  CJ  6786  1  destroyer,  6  liberty 

ships  (2  carrying 
landing  craft ) ,  totaling 
41,000  G.R.T., 
course  180°.-  — •- 

c  )  3y  radio  in to re ept  service : 

0643/25  October  CH  5260  British  unit  located. 

d  )  jty  Jk »,^ *.A *  s  ^A^  on,3 ; 

1)  1520/24  October  Cape  Spartelj   1  "Delhi" 

class  cruiser,  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean* 

2)  1750/24  October  1  auxiliary  cruiser  put  in 

to  Gibraltar  from  the  Atlantic. 

5)  1815/25  October  2  freighters  in  ballast, 

1  corvette  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the  Mediterranean, 
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G )  By  naval  for cos  ; 
Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Eastern  Mediterranean; 

a)  By  U-boats; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  1500/25  October  CP  1819  1  cruiser, 

3  destroyers, 
northerly  c our  s  e , 

high  speed. 

2)  1612/25  October  CP  1493  1  formation 

probably  the 

one  sighted  in  1). 

3)  1315/25  October  OK  7428  2  freighters 

appr  ox  iraa  t  e  ly 
2,000  Cr.R.T. 
course  20°. 

4)  1534/25  October  CJ  6615  2  merchant  ships 

2,000  G.R.T. 
each,  course  330°. 

c  )  By;  radio  JL nt e r c e p  t  s o r v i c q  j 

Nothing  to  report. 

&)    By  G- .  I  ,E_ .  ^  st  a  t  i  o  n  s  ; 

0010/25  October  Iskanderun;   the  British 

tanker  "Ensis11 
put  in  to  port. 

e)  By  naval  forces; 

Nothing  to  report. 

IV .  Current  U-boat  j?j>pgatiojns  ; 

U  455  (von  Schlipponbach)  was  asked  to  report 
when  ho  will  cross  the  42°  N  parallel  and  when 
he  intends  reaching  Point  H.   U  453  reported 
2400/25  October  and  0700/27  October  respectively. 
U  451  (Sohoeneboom)  was  asked  to  report  his 
po's'it'ion.   No  signal  was  received.   After  three 
unanswered  requests  the  greatest  concern  is  felt 
about  the  boat. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  situation 
<f\  report. 

V .  a )  Sue  ce  s  s e s  : 

Nothing  to  report. 
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b )  Losses : 

According  to  teleprint  message  Naval  High 
Command  General  Navy  Office/Naval  Defense 
1  AH  22106/43  g.  dated  23  October,  11 
members  of  the  crew  of  U  409  (Massmann) 
arc  prisoners  of  war  in  the  United  States 
of  America. 

VI.    Ge nor a 1  si tua  ti on ; 

According  to  the  interpretation  of  our  radio 
intercept  service  station,  operational  traffic 
in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  together  with  the 
enemy  formation  sighted  in  III  B  b)  1)  assumes 
an  operation  against  the  Aegean. 

(Signed)   Kroisch. 


26    October,    1945 


I •  a )    Daily  U-boat   positions    at   0800  according 

to  naval  "grid   squares**:"" 

Ao  We s t ern  Modi te rranean : 

U  73  CH  85, 
U  371  CH  96, 
U  565   CJ  73    (outward  bound). 

U  453   CJ  62    (homeward  bound). 

k)  Pllb oat s   horn e war d  and   ojutward  ba und_  f v om 
*08*00  to   0800:    "  *"*  " 

U   595  put   out  from  Toulon  at   1700/26    October 
on  his   14th  operation. 

o  )    Inport : 

(At    08  00) 

1)  Toulon:        TT  223,    380,    410,    593,    616. 

2)  Pola:  U  81,    407,    596. 

^ - •        Air  re c onna i s sancc  : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica  and  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  Eastern  Modi ter^raneanj: 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 
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III.      lieports   on_ tK§. jenemy ; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean 


/ 


i 


a )  By  U-boats  :  '    '■■ 

U  73;   1714/26  CH  8382  westbound  convoy. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance  ; 
Nothing  to  report* 

c )  By  radio  Intercept  service; 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G .  I .  S  .  s t a  ti , ons ; 

1)  1030/26  October  5  "Agathe"  boats  put 

out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

2)  1720/26  October  1  "Honolulu"  class 

cruiser^  1  destroyer 
put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces; 
Nothing  to  report . 

B,  Eas t ern  Medi te rranean ; 

a  )  ByT  N-boat s  ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
k )  By  a3-r  reconnaissance  ;  ) 

c  )  _P;y^  J^adj o  j^n t_er  c  ep t  s  e rv ic_e  ; 

1457/26  October  CN  5130  British  unit 

located. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report . 
c)  By  na va^l  for ces  ;     ) 

IV  •    Curr  ent_  JT-b  oat  ope  rat  ions  : 

It  was  intended  that  the  next  operation  of 
U  455  (Schlippenbaeh)  would  be  a  torpedo 
operation.   IT  453  on  25  October  received  orders 
by  radio  to  take  on  a  full  load  of  torpedoes 
after  reaching  Pola,   On  the  orders  of  Naval 
War  Staff  1st  Division  (Operations)  (1U  (U-boats) 
3178/43  Most  Secret  dated  26  October),  U  453  is 
to  carry  out  another  minelaying  operation  off 
Bari.   II  453  has  been  instructed  accordingly 
by  radio. 

IT  571  (Mehl)  was  ordered  to  report  his  position. 
IT  37T  reported  having  fired  all  his  torpedoes. 
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He  Intends  to  cross  the  42°  N  parallel  at  1800 

on  27  October  and  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  off 

Toulon  at  0800  on  28  October. 

U  75  (Deckert)  received  orders  to  report  on  the 

night  27/28  October  whether  he  submerged  from 

one  of  our  aircraft  at  1438  on  23  October  In 

OH  9126.    (Sec  War  Diary  entry  IV  of  23  October). 

The  2nd  Pliegerdivision  replied,  in  answer  to 

our  query,  that  the  boat  in  question  was  identified 

as  ours  by  its  silhouette.    The  query  to  U  73 

and  its  answer  will  serve  to  clarify  the  whereabouts 

of  U  451  whose  loss  must  be  presumed. 

U  75'  reported  2  misses  on  the  convoy  of  III  A  a) 

and  requested  permission  to  return  as  he  had  only 

2  stern  torpedoes  left.    The  boat  received  orders 

to  make  for  Toulon. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  situation 

report  and  were  notified  of  enemy  movements  as 

in  III  A  d)  2). 

V •    a  )  Successes  :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses i  ) 

VI.    General  situation; 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)  Kreisch. 


27    October,    1945 


I .  a )   Daily  U-boat  posit io.ns_a.t_  08 00  according 

"Fo  naval"'  grid   squares  ; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


U  73  CH  59  (homeward  bound), 
U  571  OH  93  (homeward  bound), 
U  593   CH  59    (outward  bound). 

B*  Ea s "k e  rn  Me dAtj!ir.ranoan ; 

U  455  CI  51  (homeward  bound), 
TJ   5S5  CJ  65    (outward  bound). 

b)  N-boats   homeward  and  outward  bound 
from   OSOO  "to    03  00 ;  ™~~        ~~" 

U   453   put    in   to   Pola   at    0915/27    October 
from  his   12th  operation. 

c )  In  port ; 

(At    0800) 

1)  Toulon:         U   223,    380,    410,    616. 

2)  Pola;'  U  81,    407,    586. 
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II.   Air  reconnaissance: 


-—  m     —  i»  ■  «■..*. 


A,  Western  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica  and  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Soa« 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

i  ■■■!»■■  ■!  ■  i  i  —1  mm  mm  ■.*.■■■  *^« 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

£^  •   Reports  on  the  enemy : 

A.  W e s t e rn  Med i t e rr a nean : 

a )  By  U-boats  : 
Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance s 

1)  1200/27    October  CJ  4289  1   freighter 

2,500   G.R.T., 
northerly  course. 

2)  1250/27    October   CJ  4584   5    torpedoboats, 

southwesterly 
course,  high 
speed,  4  guard- 
boats,  northerly 
course,  moderate 
speed. 

5). 1245/27  October  CJ  6758  1  medium-sized 

merchant  ship, 
course  0°. 
6745  5  destroyers^ 
course  550°. 

4)  1520/27  October  CJ  4661  1  patrol  vessel, 

course  560°. 

5)  0400/28  October  CJ  9122  convoy  consisting 

of  about  50  to  40 
ships,  course  550°. 

c )  By  radio  Intercept  service : 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G . T „s .  stations : 

1)  0745/27  October  Punta  Carnero :  French  light 

cruiser  from  the  Mediterranean 
to  the  Atlantic • 

2)  1110/27  October  Cape  Spartel:   convoy  (so 

far  10  ships  sighted)  bound 
for  the  Mediterranean.  - 
1750/27  October  put  in  to  Gibraltar. 
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3)  2100/27  October  Europa  Point:   convoy  of 

probably  20  ships  bound  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces  1 

Nothing  to  report . 
B«  Eastern  Mediterranean; 
a  )  By  U "boats : 

Nothing  to  report, 
b  )  By  air  reconnaissance  : 

1)  1153/27  October  CP  4769  1  cruiser,  3  destroyers, 

2  probable  infantry 
landing  craft, 
course  160°,  speed 
20  knots . 

2)  a)  1225/27  October  CP  1832  1  cruiser, 

1  destroyer  with 
air  cover,  north- 
erly course,  speed 
20  knots » 
b)  1400/27  October  CP  1825  same  formation, 

northerly  course, 
speed  20  knots, 

3)  1350/27  October  CJ  9924  convoy:   3  large, 

7  smaller  merchant 
ships,  course  30°* 

4)  1357/27  October  CJ  9898  convoy:  28  to  30 

ships,  course  30°* 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service:) 
~~ ~  ) 

d)  By  G-.I.S.  stations;        )  Nothing  to  report. 

0  )  By  naval  f orce^ :  ) 

TV •    Current  U-boat  operations : 

U  565  (Helming)  was  ordered  to  report  his  position 

by  short  signal  on   passing  CN  29.    U  565  reported 

a  success  (see  V  a).    The  boat  has  permission  to 

attack  all  submarines. 

U  571  (Mehl)  and  U_  73  (Deckert)  homeward  bound  were 

informed  that  IT  JSJffiJHfoelbling)  was  sailing  on  26 

October.   U  593  is  proceeding  via  6835  to  the  Western 

Mediterranean . 

IT  593  received  as  his  attack  area  the  area  between 

the  meridians  in  GH  7915  and  8375. 

U  75  reported  by  short  signal  "No"  that  he  did  not 

submerge  from  one  of  our  aircraft  at  1438  on  23 

October  in  CH  9126.    (See  War  Diary  entry  IV  of 

26  October).    It  is  not  completely  excluded  that  it 

was  P.  ^:,31  although  there  are  very  strong  doubts  that 

the  aircraft  concerned  definitely  identified  the  U-boat 

sighted  as  one  of  ours.   This  would  be  the  only 
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information  of  U  451  since  his  signal 

of  19  October  reporting  a  success  and  start 

of  return  passage. 

W     a)  Successes  ; 

U  565  (Henning)  probably  at  2115  on  27 
October  in  CJ  8845  sank  a  destroyer, 

b )  Losses : 

U  458  (Diggins )  is  reported  missing  with 
effect  from  2  October.    The  boat  put  out 
from  Toulon  on  14  August.   Last  signal 
from  CN  2377  on  22  August.   Loss  possibly 
due  to  2  destroyers.   Fate  of  the  crew 
is  not  known.   5  officers  and  38  men  were 
possibly  taken  prisoner.    (See  War  Diary 
of  Captain  U-boats,  2  October,  V  b), 

VI.    Ge  n  e  r a 1  sit  uatio n ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Krcisch, 


28  October,  .1945 

I •     a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
to  naval  grid  squares : 

A  •  -iLQ-St .o r n_  Me d i t o r r a n e a n  : 

U  73  CH  66  (homeward  bound), 
U  371  CH  33  (homeward  bound), 
U  593  CE  92  (outward  bound). 

B«  Eastern  ModiterrajQe_an ; 

U  565  CN  22  (outward  bound). 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  080Q~To  0*800";    ~~  " 

U  371  put  in  to  Toulon  at  0900/28  October 
after  his  14th  operation. 

U  380  put  out  from  Toulon  at  1715/28  October 
on  his  9th  operation.   Put  in  again  at  2230/ 
28  October. 

c )  In  port ; 
(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon 2    U  223,  380,  410,  616. 

2)  Pola:      U  81,  407,  453,  596. 
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II.  Air  reconnaissance; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.  _Re_ports_  on  the  enemy; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean : 
a )  By  U-boats : 

Nothing  to  report, 
b  )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  1150/28  October  CJ  5911  1  hospital  ship, 

1  merchant  ship  up 
to  10,000  G.R.T., 
course  150°,  speed 
7  knots • 

2)  1420/28  October  CJ  4385  1  motor  gunboat, 

westerly  course, 
high  speed. 

3)  2015/28  October  CJ  6749  3  ships. 

4)  2045/28  October  CJ  6779  up  to  10  ships 

Identified,  probably 
more,  course 
probably  north- 
easterly. 

c)  By  .^A-0.  An^e-r,c.TQPJ-  ^s-e-J-Ivj-.,c,e-,  ° 
Nothing  to  report. 

d )  By  G.I.S.  stations : 

1210/28  October  5  British  freighters  with  troops 

on  board,  1  Italian 
transport,  1  auxiliary 
cruiser,  3  destroyers, 
put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

1800/28  October  3  freighters  in  ballast,  1  French 

gunboat  put  cut  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean • 


e)  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report. 
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B«  Eastern  Mediterranean : 
a)  By  U-boats: 

Nothing  to  report . 
k)  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  0750/28  October  CO  1488  1  small  warship, 

course  150°s 
moderate  speed. 

2)  1024/28  October  CP  4751  4  probable 

destroyers, 
course  160°, 
high  speed. 

5)  1525/28  October  CP  1596  5  merchant 

ships  up  to 
5,000  G.R.T., 
1  escorting 
vessel,  course 
500°,  speed 
10  knots. 

c  )  By  radio  intercept  s ervi_ce  ; 

1600/28  October  CP  1824  auxiliary  unit 

reported  to 
Beirut  air  attack 
on  formation. 

d )  By  G.I.St  stations :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
0 )  By  naval  forces :     ) 

IV .  Current  U-boat  operations^ : 

U  J580  (Roether)  has  interrupted  his  operation 

because  of  leaks  in  the  pressure  hull  and  is 

putting  in  to  port  again. 

U  75  (Deckert)  intends  to  cross  the  42°  N 

parallel  at  0000  on  29  October  and  to  be  at  the 

rendezvous  off  Toulon  at  0750. 

U  _595  (Kelbling)  was  notified  of  the  possible 

arrival  of  new  boats  from  the  Atlantic.    A  ban 

on  attacking  submarines  has  been  ordered  for  the 

whole  of  the  Western  Mediterranean. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  situation 
report  and  were  notified  of  enemy  movements 
as  follows i 

0947/28  October  as  in  III  A  d)  5)  dated  27  October, 
1921/28  October  as  in  III  A  d)  1). 

V .  a )  Successes : 

Nothing  to  report. 
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/ 
b  )  Losses ; 

U  617  (Lt.  (s.g.)  Brandi)  is  •finally  reported 
lost  with  effect  from  12  September.    The 
boat  put  out  from  Toulon  on  28  Auguafc. 
Sunk  by  scuttling  after  being  severely  damaged 
'f$  by  an  aircraft  off  Melilla.   Crew  interned 

in  Spain.  (Naval  War  Staff  2nd  Division/ 
C-in-C  U-boats  Operations  G  10885  A5  dated 
26  October.) 

The  Commander  has  already  reached  Germany. 

VI.    General  situation: 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)  Kreisch. 


29  October,  1945 

I .  a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 

to  naval  grid  squares i 

A  »  W e  s  t  e  r n  Me  d i  t  e r  r ; i n e an i 

U  73   CH  66  (homeward  bound), 
U  593  CH  82. 

B .   Eastern  Me d it? e r ra ne an i 

U  565  ON  22  (outward  bound). 

k )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  0800  s  "" 

Nothing  to  report. 

c )  In  port ; 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon:    U  223,  380,  410,  616,  371. 

2)  Pola:     U  81,  407,  455,  596. 

II.  Air  re co nnaissance i 

A.  West o rn  Medit ejrr anea n ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  Eas to  rn  Medi  t crranoan ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean o 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A.  W e s t o r n  Me d i t e r r a n o a n : 

a)   By  U-boats  ;   Nothing  to  report. 
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k  )  B7/;  air  reconnaissance  : 

1)  0534/29  October  CJ  1939  3  merchant 

ships  up  to 
1,000  G.E.T., 
course  110°, 
speed  10  knots . 

2)  1900/29  October  CJ  6773  1  probable 

aircraft  carrier, 
course  not 
identified. 

3)  2000/29  October  CJ  6786  convoy,  probably 

bound  for  Naples, 

c  )  -BT7„  -yA^Jr-P-  Afl.^-gJ. ccpt  service  : 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  Bj-L_0  »_I  ».^.j!.  _s  ta  t  i VPA : 

1)  Night  of  28/29  October  4  auxiliary 

cruisers  put  in  to 
Gibraltar. 

2)  1300/23  October  Alboran  1  battleship, 

2  cruisers  and  more 
vessels,  bound,  for 
the  Atlantic • 

3)  Night  28/29  October  1  "Dido"  class  cruiser 

put  in  to  Gibraltar 
from  an  unknown 
direction,  mine- 
laying  cruiser  in 
the  harbor,  (put 
out  on  an  unidentified 
course  ) . 

c )  By  naval  forces : 

Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Eastern  Mediterranean; 


a)  By  U-boats ;  ) 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance : ) 

c )  By  radio  intercept  scry ice : 


)  Nothing  to  report. 


1)  1447/29  October  CJ  6610  British  unit 

located. 

2)  1307/29  October  CP  1763  (indicated) 

unit  reported  to 
Alexandria  aircraft 
attacked  formation, 
course  10°,  speed 
20  knots. 

-677- 


conftomtj  :■: 

SECURITY  D)FCKM.VnON 


236 


c 


c 


CONFIDENTIAL 


d)  By  G.I.S.  stations:  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
°)  B;;'  naval  forces:     ) 


rv  •    Current  U-boat  operations ; 


The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  situation 
report. 

V •     a )  Successes :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
b )  Losses  i  ) 

VI .    Go  no  ra  1  s  1 1  ua ti on  : 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)  Kreisch. 


30   October,    1945 

I.,  a)  P^ajQy^  JT -b  oa  ti  pes  i  1 1  onsr  at   08  00  a  c  c  or  ding 

to"  naval  grid's'quares  ;  " 

A *  Western  Mediterranean  : 

U  73     CE  33    (homeward  bound), 

II  593   CH  84. 

B»  Easter^  McjAi te_rrj:ine.an : 

U  565  CN  25  (outward  bound). 

k )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
0800  "to  0800": 

U  73   put  in  to  Toulon  at  0815/30  October 
from  his  14th  operation. 

U  380  put  out  from  Toulon  at  1015/30  October 
on  his  9th  operation. 

c )  In  port ; 

(At  0800) 

1)  Toulon:   U  223,  380,  410,  616,  371. 

2)  Pola:     U  81,  407,  453,  596. 

II.    Air  reconnaissance : 

A.  W e s t e r n  Me d i t ^ga ne^a n  ; 

,*  Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 

Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

E •  Ea s t e r n  Me d i t crranean : 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean, 
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III.   HP&prtg.  o.n  .the  enemy: 

A»  Western  Mediterranean: 
a )  By  U-boats : 

1)  0950/30  October  GJ  6785  about  15  to  20 

merchant  ships, 
course  150°  - 
1700,  strongly 
escorted. 

2)  1005/30  October  CJ  5929  3  minesweepers, 

course  140°. 

3)  1115/30  October  CJ  ^-637  4  torpedoboats, 

3  guardboats, 
course  ISO0, 
moderate  speed. 

c  )  ?3y  radio  intercept  service: 

Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G .1 ,S .  s tat  ions : 

1)  1155/30  October  Alboran,  25  miles  south, 

2  battleships,  probably 
"Nelson1'1  class,  6 
destroyers,  escorted  by 
aircraft,  bound  for  the 
Atlantic .    The  same 
formation  was  reported 
by  Ires  Porcas  at  1200. 

2)  1750/30  October  2  Italian  light  cruisers, 

1  i!Guiseppe  Garibaldi" 
class  and  1  uDuca  d'Aostti" 
class,  2  destroyers  put 
in  to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eas tc rn  Modi t or ranean ; 
a )  By  U-boats  : 

Nothing  to  report. 

1)  0940/30  October  CP  4221  1  cruiser, 

3  destroyers, 
northerly 
course . 

2)  1308/30  October  CK  7457  20  medium-sized  to 

large  freighters, 
5  escort  vessels, 
course  220°. 
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3)  1343/30  October  CP  1566  2  destroyers,  2 

2  escort  ves'sels^ 
course  266°. 
speed  8  knots* 

c )  Bj   radio  intercept  service i 

1345/30  October  CP  1545  unit  reported 

1  aircraft  shadowing 
formation,  course  266°, 
speed  8  knots. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report* 

e )  By  naval  forces :     ) 

IV  •   Current  U-boat  operations  : 

U  565  (Eenning)  from  CO  4131  reported  details  of 

His  success  on  27  October, 

U  580  (Roether)  was  permitted  to  attack  submarines. 

The*  'boats  received  an  extract  from  the  situation 

report. 

V •    a )  Successes  %    ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses ;     ) 

VI,    Ge nera  1_ _s_l t ua t i o n  : 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


31  October.  1943 

WW  m    m\  m     »!■•>■■■■  ■  I   ii  ■   i  m  ■■  i  ■  i  I  ■■»  i  »  m 


I .  a )    Da ily  JJ-b oa t_jo Q^itions   at   0300  according   to 

naval "  grid  s qua'r'e  s  i 

U   593   CH  84 s 

U  380  CH  66    (outward  bound). 

B.  Eastern  Mod.it o rrano an : 

U  565  CO  41    (outward  bound). 

b)   U-boats   homcwarji  and  outward  bound  from 
0800   to"  0800T  '  " 

Nothing  to  report. 


c  )    In  port : 
fg*  (At    0300) 


1)  Toulon;        IT  73,    223,    371,    410,    616 

2)  Polas  IJ   31,    407,    455,    596. 
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■'--'-•   Air  roc o nna is 3 a;nc_o  : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean; 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B»  Fas  tern  Meditei^ranoan ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.   Reports  on  the  enemy: 

Aa  Western  Mediterranean : 

a )  3y  U-boats : 

Nothing  to  roport. 

10  )  By  _alr  reconnaissance  : 

1)  1215/31  October  CJ  4297  4  probable 

warships, 

e  a  s t  e  rly  c  our s  c • 

2)  1249/31  October  CJ  6742  3  merchant 

ships,  bound 
for  Naples. 

3)  1235/31  October  CJ  8368  3  merchant 

ships 

approximately 
3^,000  CT.r,:.T. 
each,  course 
20°. 

4)  1226/31  October  CJ  5969  2  small 

warships, 
course  250°. 

5)  1335/31  October  CJ  1932  2  probable 

torpedoboats, 
1  small 
transport, 
course  160°. 

6)  2230/31  October  CJ  5963  3  ships,  course 

not  known. 

c  )  j3x  _I?.a.c\iQT  A n."k o^rcopt  ^service  i 

Nothing  to  report. 

^)  By  G- .  I .  S  .  s ta t i oris  : 

1)  1130/31  October  1  light  cruiser  ("Dolbi" 

class)  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Atlantic . 
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2)    On   the   night   of  31   October  1   "Dido11 

class  cruiser  put  in 
to  Gibraltar  from  an 
unknown  direction. 

a  3)  1115/31  October  Cape  Spartel;   5 

'"  freighters  6,000  -  8,000 

G.R.T.,  1  tanker  6,000 
G.R.T.,  2  auxiliary 
warships.    Convoy  put 
in  to  Gibraltar, 

4)  1315/31  October  Cape  Spartel;   59 

freighters,  11  escorts, 
bound  for  the  Mediterranean. 

5)  1645/31  October  17  freighters,  1  tanker, 

2  destroyers,  5  escort 
vessels  putting  out  from 
Gibraltar • 

e )  By  naval  forces; 

Nothing  to  report, 
^*  I'as to rn  Me di terra ne an ; 
a )  By  U-boats ; 

Nothing  to  report. 
b  )  By  air  reconnaissance ; 

1)  1425/31  October  CP  1557  1  probable  freighter, 

course  120°. 

2)  1555/31  October  CP  1546  3  small  warships  in 

Turkish  territorial 
waters „ 

c  )  _Bj~  radio  intercept  service  : 

Nothing  to  report, 

d )  By  G.I.S.  stations ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
e  )  By  naval  forces g     ) 

IV.    Current  U-boat  operations ; 

U  580  (Roether)  received  as  his  attack  area  the 

area  "in  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea  east  of  the  meridian 

in  CJ  8685  with  a  reminder  that  enemy  traffic 

runs  mainly  north  via  8695  and  9195  and  vice  versa, 

U  56  5  (Henning)  intends  to  cross  the  35°  N  parallel 

to  the  north  at  0600  on  2   November  on  his  way  to 

Salamis, 

3L.450  (Boehrac)j  one  of  the  boats  breaking  through 

from  the  Atlantic,  reported  from  CH  7277, 


• 
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Enemy  reports  of  our  U-boats : 

1)  Between  1320  and  1400  on  31  October 
a  U-boat  was  attacked  by  a  patrol 
vessel  In  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar. 

2)  According  to  a  radio  intercept 
message,  an  enemy  unit  sighted  a 
surfaced  U-boat  and  survivors  in 
the  water  at  2213  in  CG  9583. 

3)  Gibraltar  aircraft  at  0022/1  November 
was  over  a  U-boat  in  35°  55'  N» 
Longitude  was  not  given. 

In  all  three  cases  one  or  several  U-boats 
breaking  through  from  the  Atlantic  were 
concerned. 

Of  5  boats  Intended  for  the  Mediterranean, 
which  sailed  from  ports  on  the  west  coast  of 
Prance  on  17  and  13  October,  one  (U  566)  was 
sunk  by  aircraft  on  24  October  in  CG  2839. 
So  far  there  is  no  definite  news  of  the 
whereabouts  of  the  other  three. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  situation 
report  and  were  notified  of  enemy  movements  as 
follows  i 

1729/31  October  as  in  III  A  d)  3), 
0012/1  November  as  in  III  A  d)  4)  and  5). 

V .     a )  Successes ;  ) 

}  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses s     ) 

v-f- '  G-e  no  r  a  1  sit  ua  t  i  o  n : 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)  Kreisch. 
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Synopsis  for  October  1943 

I.  Enemy  activity  in  October  was  concentrated  on  the 
Central  Italy  area.   The  enemy  tried  in  hard 
fighting  to  gain  as  much  territory  as  possible 

as  quickly  as  possible.   Ee  did  not  carry  out 
any  more  landing  operations. 

As  a  result  of  the  great  demands  made  on  enemy 
forces,  enemy  activity  in  naval  warfare  concentrated 
on  reinforcements,  reserves  and  supplies  for  Allied 
troops  operating  in  the  Mediterranean. 

No  preparations  for  fairly  large  scale  landing 
operations  wore  observed. 

During  the  month  the  enemy  withdrew  the  majority 
of  his  heavy  forces  and  a  smaller  number  of  his 
landing  craft  from  the  Mediterranean.   The 
reason  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  heavy  units  is 
the  elimination  of  the  Italian  Fleet  as  a  result 
of  the  capitulation  of  Italy.    The  simultaneous 
withdrawal  of  landing  craft  may  mean  that  the 
Allies  do  not  intend  to  carry  out  fairly  largo 
scale  landings  shortly.   An  accurate  picture  of 
the  strength  and.  distribution  of  landing  craft 
and  so  of  the  enemy's  Intentions  could  not  be 
obtained  owing  to  the  lack  of  air  reconnaissance 
caused  by  the  shortage  of  aircraft.   But  it 
may  be  definitely  assumed  on  the  strength  of 
assessments  that  the  landing  craft  still 
believed  to  be  in  the  Mediterranean  area  are 
sufficient  to  land  roughly  5  or  6  divisions 
without  bringing  up  transports.   According 
to  estimations  30f£>  of  the  total  number  of 
landing  craft  are  In  the  Italian  area. 

II.  The  belief  expressed  in  the  synopsis  for 
September  in  paragraph  VI,  that  enemy  traffic 
virpuld  concentrate  In  the  Western  Mediterranean 
on  the  route  from  Gibraltar  -  along  the  North 
African  coast  ~  north  coast  of  Sicily  -  Salerno 
Bay,  has  been  confirmed. 

According  to  the  number  of  boats  available , 
U-boat  operations  were  concentrated 


m 


■  s> 


a)  in  the  Western  Mediterranean 

in  the  area  from  Alboran  to  east  of  Algiers 
and 

b)  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean 

In  the  area  from  the  Straits  of  Otranto 
to  Cape  Passero  and  between  Benghazi  'and 
Derna  on  the  coast  of  Cyrenaica, 

In  spite  of  the  small  number.:'  of  boats,  the  few 
in  the  operational  area  (see  "number  of  boats 
occupying  operational  areas"  in  VI)  in  October 
achieved  the  best  sinkings  to  date.    It  Is  to 
be  regrettod  that  it  was  not  possible  tc  have 
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sufficient  boats  worth  mentioning  operate  on 

the  enemy  from  the  middle  of  the  month. 

The  successes  were  therefore  forced  to  diminish, 

III.  Two  boats  each  carried  out  a  special  operation 
in  the  new  moon  period  - 

a)  U  453  (Schlippenbach)  carried  out  the  operation 
mentioned  in  the  synopsis  for  September  under 

V  a).   Another  similar  operation  off  Bari  was 
ordered.   It  is  planned  to  have  this  completed 
shortly  after  the  new  moon  period. 

b)  U  73  (Deckcrt)  had  orders  to  disembark  an 
agent  on  the  Algerian  coast. 

Both  missions  wore  excellently  carried  out 
by  the  boats, 

c)  On  14  October  Naval  War  Staff  ordered  one  boat 
to  be  detailed  for  the  Aegean.   As  the  boat 
is  to  provide  support  for  a  special  mission, 
but  no  boat  in  Pola  will  be  ready  to  operate 
in  time,  IT  565  in  Toulon  is  assigned  to  the 
special  operation.   A  disadvantage  is  that  a  boat 
is  being  withdrawn  from  the  few  in  the  concentration 
area  of  the  Western  Mediterranean.   The  Commander 
of  U  56  5  is  on  his  first  operation  and  has  a 
difficult  task  before  him.    In  the  meantime  he 

has  passed  through  the  Sicilian  Channel,  sunk  a 
destroyer  north  of  the  Channel  and  is  proceeding 
to  Salamis. 

d)  In  the  October  new  moon  period  5  Atlantic  boats 
are  due  to  pass  through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar. 
Of  these  5  boats  U  566  (Hornkohl)  was  sunk  as  it 
approached.    Our  former  experience,  that  the 
pre-requisite  for  this  operation  is  unobserved 
approach,  is  confirmed.   If  this  condition  is 
fulfilled,  the  rest  of  the  operation  is  no 
problem. 

IV.  In  the  coming  month,  conditions  in  the  Mediterranean 
will  not  alter  substantially.   Paragraph  VI  of 

tho  synopsis  for  September  will  therefore  still 
apply  entirely  to  all  points.    It  must  be  added 
that  traffic  was  repeatedly  spotted  by  air  reconnaissance 
west  of  Sardinia  and  Corsica  to  Ajaccio  and  south  of 
Sardinia  to  Cagliari,   It  is  planned  to  have  boats 
putting  out  from  Toulon  proceed  south  on  the  -300  meter 
line  of  the  islands  on  their  passage  to  tho  operational 
areas,  in  order  to  intercept  any  traffic  there  may 
bo  here. 

It  can  also  be  soon  for  the  coming  month  that  the 
number  of  boats  available  is  insufficient  to  occupy 
the  areas  where  traffic  runs  continuously  and  which 
are  likely  to  yield  successes. 

The  ever  recurring  agent's  reports  of  landing  in  the 
south  of  Prance  are  believed  to  be  enemy  decoy  reports. 
On  the  other  hand  it  is  likely  that  comparatively" 

-685- 


CONFIDENTIAI 

SECURITY  INFORMATION  2Z^ 


£ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


# 


m 


small  commando  raids  will  be  made  by  the 
enemy  on  certain  objectives  in  the  coastal 
area. 

A  Balkan  landing  docs  not  seem  likely  in  the 


i : 


near  future.    The  lack  of  air  reconnaissances 
of  ports  in  enemy  hands,  however,  prevents 
us  from  obtaining  a  reliable  insight  in  to 
enemy  intentions. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  boats  and  the 
numerous  tasks  on  hand,  It  is  not  possible 
to  withdraw  U-boats  and  hold  them  in  readiness 
for  attacks  against  the  enemy  whose  future 
plans  are  merely  suspected  at  present. 
Frequent  air  reconnaissance  of  Naples  confirms 
the  presence  of  landing  craft  to  carry 
approximately  three  tenths  of  a  landing 
division.    There  is  a  possibility  that  the 
enemy  will  start  overhauling  operations  on 
the  west  coast  of  Italy  from  Naples.    But 
as  the  time,  as  well  as  the  area  where  the 
landing  is  planned, Is  completely  in  the  air, 
and  also  the  minefields  along  the  coast 
make  effective  U-boat  attacks  very  difficult, 
it  is  not  intended  at  this  time  to  have  one 
U-boat  occupy  the  area  north  of  Naples  as  a 
precaution. 

As  has  been  'already  stated,  the  main  battle 
areas  in  the  coming  month  will  be ; 

in  the  western  area, 

the  enemy  traffic  route  on  the  North  African 

coast  and  the  Sicily  -  Naples  route, 

in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean, 
the  Malta  -  Straits  of  Otranto  route  on  the 
south  coast  of  Italy  and  the  route  from 
Alexandria  -  along  the  coast  of  Cyrenaica  - 
to  Malta  on  the  Straits  of  Otranto. 

V.     Zaunkonig  and  Wanze  have  again  proved 

satisfactory  and  assisted  in  the  high  number 
of  sinkings.   The  majority  of  destroyers  sunk 
would  probably  not  have  been  hit  but  for 
"Zaunkonig" »    In  one  case  a  boat  in  the  Alboran 
area  reloaded  after  a  successful  attack  on  a 
convo;y  and  carried  out  another  successful 
anticipatory  maneuver.   We  may  also  assume  - 
the  boat  (U  451  -  Schoeneboom)  was  lost  on  the 
return  passage  -  that  Aphrodite  and  Wanze  played 
a  decisive  part  in  this.   A  few  Commanders 
reported  that  they  were  approached  accurately 
without  location  in  spite  of  clear  Wanze  and 
Naxos. 

No  information  regarding  new  types  of  enemy  defensive 
and  offensive  measures  has  been  received.    The 
very  strong  sea  reflections  which  are  occuring 
again  at  present  make  it  difficult  for  boats  in 
the  Western  Mediterranean.   According  to  our 
experiences  last  year  this  is  chiefly  the  case 
in  the  sea  area  west  of  Algiers.   U-boat  operations 
must  take  this  into  account. 
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VI.    The  number  of  boat3  occupying  operational  areas 
in  October  was  as  follows: 


Oci 

;ober 

Western 

Eastern 
Me  d . 

Outward 

bound. ™ 

Homeward 

bound. 

In 
port. 

Total 

U-boats . 

1  McL 

1. 

4 

2 

1 

1 

5 

13 

2. 
3. 

2 

2 

1 

2 

6 

13 

2 

2 

1 

2 

6 

13 

4. 

3 

p 

1 

1 

6 

15 

5. 

3 

2 

1 

1 

6 

13 

6. 

3 

2 

2 

- 

5 

13 

7. 

4 

3. 

1 

1 

6 

15 

8. 

4 

1 

2 

1 

5 

15 

9» 

5 

1 

- 

2 

5 

13 

10. 

5 

1 

~ 

2 

5 

13 

11. 

5 

- 

•- 

2 

6 

13 

12. 

3 

- 

- 

3 

7 

13 

13. 

3 

- 

- 

2 

8 

13 

14. 

3 

- 

- 

2 

8 

13 

15. 

3 

-• 

- 

2 

8 

13 

15. 

3 

- 

- 

1 

9 

13      / 

17. 

~ 

~ 

- 

10 

13 

18. 

3 

- 

- 

~ 

10 

15 

19. 

o 

- 

- 

- 

10 

13 

on 

2 

- 

- 

1 

10 

15 

21. 

2 

- 

- 

1 

10 

15 

22. 

2 

- 

1 

1 

9 

13 

23. 

2 

- 

1. 

1 

9 

13 

24. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

13 

OK 

2 

- 

1 

2 

8 

13 

26, 

2 

_ 

1 

g 

8 

12 

27. 

- 

- 

1 

4 

7 

12 

28. 

- 

- 

1 

5 

8     • 

12 

29, 

1 

- 

- 

2 

9 

12 

30. 

1 

- 

1 

2 

8 

12 

31. 

1 

mm 

1 

1 

9 

12 

Daily  average  in  the  periods : 


From 

Vie  stern 
Med. 

3.5 

Sol 

1.4 

Eastern 
Med. 

1.6 

0 

0.1 

Outward 

bjoiinct. 

1 
0 
0,8 

Homewar 

d 

In 

1-10 
11-20 

21-51 

br  omid . 

1.3 
1.3 
1.8 

jDort 

5.6 
8,6 
8.5 

Daily  average  for  the  month: 

2.6        0.6        0.6        1.5        7.6 
i.e.     20.3%  ,  4.7$      4.7%     11.7$     59.4^ 
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VII.   The  following  successes  were  obtained  in 
the  Mediterranean  in  Octobers 


Boat   No.  of    G.R.T . 
merchant 
ships 


sunk 


Warships   Days  at   Remarks . 
sunk .      sea . 


U 

73 

1 

6,000 

- 

26 

u 

81 

- 

- 

- 

13 

IT 

223 

2 

18,000 

1 

destroyer 

16 

u 

371 

1 

6,000 

2 

destroyers 

22 

u 

380 

1 

3,000 

1 

destroyer 

13 

u 

410 

3 

24,000 

- 

3 

U  431    4 
U  453 

U  565 
IT  593 
IT  596    1 


IT  616    3 


12  U-   16 
boats 


40,000 


8,000 


10,000 


1  destroyer 


25 
7 

10 
11 
10 


1  destroyer   13 


120,000    6  destroyers  169 


1  freighter 
6,000  G.R.T., 
probably  3unk. 

2  freighters 
17,000  G.R.T. 
torpedoed, 

pr ob ab  ly  su  nk . 

mine laying 
operation. 


1  freighter 
5,000  GcR.T. 
torpedoed, 
probably  sunk. 
1  unidentified 
unit  torpedoed. 

4  shipr.  totaling 
28,000  G.R.T. 
and  1  uniden- 
tified unit 
torpedoed. 


1* 


VIII. 


12  U-boats  in  169  days  at  sea  sank  16  ships 

totaling  120,000  G.R.T.  and  6  destroyers  ana 

torpedoed  4  ships  totaling  28,000  G.R.T.  and 

1  unidentified  unit. 

12  boats  spent  16  9  days  at  sea. 

1  boat  spent  14.08  days  at  sea  on  an  average. 

12  boats  sank  120,000  G.R.T. 

1  boat  sank  10,000  G.R.T.  on  an  average. 

Each  boat  on  an  average  sank  10,000  G.R.T.  in 
14.08  days  at  sea  i.e.  710.2  G.R.T.  per  day. 

Ef f oc t i ve no s Sl  of  boats  operating ; 

In  October  710.05  G.R.T.  were  sunk  daily  over  a 
period  of  169  days  by  12  U-boats. 

U  431  (Schooneboottj)  was  lost  as  he  was  returning. 
The  boat  was  probably  sunk  by  aircraft. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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1  November,  1943 


I.    a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according  to 
naval  grid  squares: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


U  593  CH  84  , 

U  380  CI  75  (outward  bound)  , 

U  450  CJ  73. 

B •  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

U  565  00  51  (homeward  bound). 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from  0800 
to  OoOO: 

No  boats. 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:   U  73,  223,  371,  410,  6l6 . 

2)  Pola:    U  81,  407,  453,  596. 

II.   Air  reconnaissance: 


A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alboran,  around  Corsica 
and  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 
^^  •  Report s  on  th e  en emy : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


a)  By  U-boats: 

Nothing  to  report . 
^ )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  1545/1  November        Bonifacio 

Straits,  1 

motor  torpedoboat. 

2)  I6.IO/I  November  CJ  6752  5  destroyers  in 

line  ahead, 
northerly  course. 

3)  1740/1  November  Cli  7534  approximately 

60  freighters, 
*  course  90°,  speed 

7  knots. 
(Convoys  as  in  III  A.  d)  3)  and  4)  joined. 
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c )  By  radio  Intercept  service : 
Nothing  to  report. 

d )  By  G.I .3,  stations: 

1)  0800/1  November  1  "Dido"  class  cruiser  put 

oat  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

2)  0900/1  November  1  French  cruiser,  probably 

the  "Montcalm"  class,  passed 
Gibraltar  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Mediterranean. 

3)  1040/1  November  Tres  Forcas:   32  freighters, 

4  destroyers,  bound  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

4)  1200/1  November  Alboran:   29  freighters,  1 

transport,  2  tankers,  5 
destroyers,  2  probable 
cruisers,  bound  for  the 
Modi  terranean . 

e )  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


Nothing  to  report. 

-^  •   Current  II -bo  at  ope  rat  ions: 

II  450  (BBhme)  received  orders  to  make  for  Toulon 
via"  CII  9122,  6685  and  3916.   The  purpose  of  the 
recall  was  to  receive  from  the  Commander  as  quickly 
as  possible  his  experiences  on  breaking  through  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar  for  use  in  further  U-boat 
attempts  to  pass  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mediterranean, 

From  0400/2  November  U  565  (Henning)  is  passec  to 
the  control  of  Admiral  Aegean. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Situation 
Report  and  were  notified  of  enemy  movements  as 
f oilows: 

1406/1  November  as  in  III  A.  d)  1), 

0701/2  November  as  in  III  A.  b)  3), 

0647/2  November  as  in  III  A.  d)  4), 

0604/2  November  as  in  III  A.  b)  2), 

0611/2  November  as  in  III  A.  d)  2). 

V'    a)  Successes^  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses:     ) 
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VI.   Gen oral  situation: 

C-in-C  South  summed  up  the  naval  situation  in 
the  Mediterranean  as  follows: 

"On  30  October  at  midday  a  formation  of  2 
battleships,  probably  the  "Nelson"  and  the 
"Rodney",  was  off  Tres  Forcas  on  a  westerly 
course.   Apparently  the  enemy  is  continuing  to 
withdraw  his  battleships  from  the  Mediterranean 
and  to  replace  them  with  French  battleships 
("Richelieu"  end  probably  also  the  "Lorraine"). 
There  is  no  report  of  the  battleship,  presumably 
the  "Warspite",  sighted  on  28  October  north  of 
Alboran  on  a  westerly  course,  passing  through 
the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  but  reports  from 
Gibraltar  are  at  present  scrappy.   Also  the 
Italian  cruisers  "Guiseppe  Garibaldi"  and  "Duca 
d'Aosta",  as  well  =  s  the  destroyers  "Leglonario" 
and  "Oriani"  wore  north  of  Alboran  on  a  westerly 
course  at  midday  on  30  October.    It  Is  presumed 
that  they  are  bound  for  England  to  change  their 
crews.   The  distribution  of  landing  craft  could 
still  not  be  clarified  any  further.    In 
particular  air  reconnaissance  had  not  been 
successful  for  some  time  in  obtaining  opportunities 
of  examining  the  ports  of  Bizerta,  Palermo  and 
Taranto,  the  main  assembly  areas  for  large-scale 
operations  in  Italy.   The  uncertainty  regarding 
enemy  intentions  continues." 

(Signed)  Kreisch. 


2  November.  1943 


I.    a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according  to 


naval  grid  squares : 


A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


U  593   OH  84  , 

U  380  CJ  85  (outward  bound) 

U  450  CH  58  (homeward  bound). 

B  •  Fa  st ern  !■■ ,  ed  it  erranean :_ 

U  565  00  29  (homeward  bound) . 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and__outwa rd  bound  fr on  0800 
to  "0800: 


4f\ 


U  453   put   out   from  Pola  at  1630/2  November 
on  his   13th   operation. 

c)    In  port    (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:     U  73,    223,    371,    410,    616. 

2)  Pola:  U  81,    407,    453,    596. 
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1 1 .        Air  reconnaissan  C£_: 

A .  Western  luetii terranean : 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Oran,  around  Corsica 
and  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean, 
inshore  waters  of  Alexandria. 

III.   Reports  on  the  energy: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


\ 

\ 


a )  By  U-boats; 
Nothing  to  report . 

b )  By  air  r econnaisaance: 

1)  1130/2  November  CH  8455  55  ships,  course 

60°,  speed  7  knots. 

2)  1545/2  November  CJ"  A236  3  merchant  ships. 

c )  By  rad io  intercept  se r vice: 

1316/2  November  GJ  5674  British  unit  located. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  On  the  night  of  2  November  1  French  cruiser 
of  th  e  'Mont  c a  In"  c  la  s  s  put  in  to  Gib r a  ltar . 


2)  1830/2  November  5  destroyers,  3  corvettes, 

5  M.T.B.s  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the  Mediterranean. 

3)  1830/2  November  1  French  cruiser  of  the 

"Montcalm"  class  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the  Atlantic. 

4)  I.4OO/2  November  Gibraltar  harbor  report: 

1  "Dido"  class  cruiser,  1 
"Fiji"  class  cruiser,  1 
French  cruiser,  2  Italian 
cruisers,  4  British  auxiliary 
cruisers,  7  destroyers. 

e )  By  naval  forces: 

Nothing  to  report . 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


a)  By  U-boat: 


Nothing  to  report. 
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b)  By  air  reconnaissance; 

.1)  0805/2  November  4564  2  probata.!* 

destroy ers,  course 
180°,  speed  30  knots. 

2)  a)  1230/2  November  Bar!  harbor:   20 

freighters  totaling 
97,000  G.R.T.,  4 
destroyers,  several 
landing  craft. 

b)  1245/2  November  Brindisi  harbor: 

9  freighters 
approximately  40,000 
G.R.T.,  8  small  naval 
craft . 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service: 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G.I..S.  stations: 
Nothing  to  report. 

e)  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report. 

IV •   Current  U-boat  operations: 

U  565  (Herming)  intends  to  be  off  the  Salamis 
rendezvous  at  0800  on  4  November. 

U  593  (Kelbling)  was  ordered  to  report  his 
position.   No  signal  was  received. 

The  boats  received  an  extr. ct  from  the 
Situation  Report  and  were  notified  of  enemy 
movements  as  follows: 

1928/2  November  as  in  III  A.  b)  1), 
0033/3  November  as  in  III  B.  b)  2)  a), 
0030/3  November  as  in  III  A.  d)  2). 

V.  a)  Successes:  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses:     ) 

VI.  General   situation: 


Situation  in  the  Medit erranean  on  1  Nov  em b or , 
1943        '  ' 

1)  Warships 

According  to  information  from  Naval  War  Staff 
3rd  Division,  the  sighting  reports  of  battleships 
off  Alboran  were  falss  (see  War  Diary  Captain 
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U-boats  Para.  71  of  1  November).   Probably  they 
wore  confused  with  the  British  or  Italian  cruisers 
■which  have  put  in  to  Gibraltar  in  tne  meantime. 
The  following  are  believed  to  be  in  the  Mediterranean: 
2  battleships  of  the  "Nelson"  class,  1  of  the 
"Warspite"  class,  1  of  the  "Richelieu"  class,  also 
the  "Lorraine"  (not  reliable). 

The  number  of  cruisers  has  been  reduced  to  13  with 
the  withdrawal  of  5  to  the  Atlantic  since  mid- 
September.   Of  these  at  least  2  are  definitely 
incapablo  of  operating  ufter  air  attacks.   4 
cruisers  are  believed  to  be  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean 

Of  approximately  65  destroyers,  6  are  believed  sunk, 
6  severely  damaged,  so  that  53  destroyers  are  at 
present  able  to  operate,  of  which  some  15  are  in  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean. 

2)  Landing  craft  -  Shipping  space 

Numbers:   153  landing  ships  (tank),  363  landing 
craft  (tank) /landing  craft  (infantry).   Distribution 
believed  to  be:   approximately  3  5%  in  the  Italian 
area,  20%  in  the  Western  Mediterranean,  15%  in  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean,  the  remainder  not  known. 
Since'  the  withdrawal  of  80  landing  craft  (tank/ 
landing  craft  (infantry)  reported  on  26  October, 
no  further  change  was  determined  in  the  Mediterranean. 

3 )  Convoys 

Roughly  25,000  men  were  brought  to  the  Mediterranean 
in  2  transport  convoys  on  21  and  23  October. 

The  monthly  supply  of  war  ma.te.rial  from  Britain  and 
the  United  States  of  America  was  in  the  region  of 
1-8  million  G.R.T.  (every  3  convoys  consisting  of 
35  to  40  and  50  to  60  ships  each  on  an  average) 
according  to  Naval  War  Staff  3rd  Division's 
calculations,  apart  from  transit  traffic  in  the 
estimated  region  of  300,000  G.R.T.,  ana  served  only 
as  supplies  and  not  additional  stocks  of  war 
material  In  the  Mediterranean  area. 

(Signed)  Kreisch. 


3  November,  1943 


2 


I .  a )    Daily  U-boat   positions   at   0800   accord ing   to 

naval   grid    scj ua._res_:  " 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


U  593  CH  84, 

U  380  Palermo  -  Naples, 

U  450  CH  68  (homeward  bound) 
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B .  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

U  453   C'J  37  (outward  bound), 
U  $65  CO  26  (homeward  bound). 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from  0S00 
to~0%QQ;  ■ 

No  boats. 

c)  In  port  (at  0300) : 

1)  Toulon:   IT  73,  223,  371,  ^10,  616 . 

2)  Pola:    U  81,  407,  596. 

II.   Air  reconnaissance: 


A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

^  •  Ea  s  t  e  rn  11  e  d  1 t  e  rr  &  n  e  an : 

Reconnaissance  of  the  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea. 
Aegean . 

-^-  *  Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


a )  By  U-boats: 

Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1145/3  November  CJ  6728  convoy  of  50  ships 

with  escorts. 

0  )  Bv_ _r  a d_i  o  int  ere ept  servi c e  : 

Nothing  to  report . 

d )  By  G-.I.S.  stations: 

1)  0830/3  November  4  destroyers  put  out 

from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Me  di  t  er  r  an  e-  an . 

2)  I615/3  November  Gibraltar.   After  4 

auxiliary  cruisers  had 
put  out  with  s  convoy 
of  54  ships  for  the 
Atlantic  1  "Delhi" 
class  cruiser  could  be 
seen  in  the  harbor. 

e)  By  naval  forces: 

Nothing  to  report. 
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B.  Eastern  iviedi terranean : 
a)  By  U-boats: 

Nothing  to  report. 
k )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  1040/3  November  CJ  6285  2  probable  destroyers, 

course  120°,  high 
speed. 

2)  0830/3  November  CJ  6196  25-30  landing  craft, 

5« 5  miles  east  of 
them  2  destroyers 
cruising. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service: 
Nothing  to  report . 

d)  By  C-.I.S.  stations: 
Nothing  to  report . 

e )  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report . 

IV .   Current  tl-bobt  operations: 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Situation 
Report  arid  at  2054/3  November  were  informed  of  the 
enemy  sighting  as  in  III  A.  b) . 

V •    a )  Successes^ 

Nothing  to  report . 

b)  Losses: 

U  431  (Schoeneboom)  is  reported  missing  with 
effect  from  23  October.   The  boat  put  out  from 
Toulon  on  26  September.   Last  signal  was  on  1? 
October  from  CH  7494  reporting  a  success.   The 
fate  of  the  crew  is  not  known.   (Naval  High 
Command/Naval  War  Staff  2nd  Division  G-in-0 
U-boats  (Operations)  G-  11139  A5  dated  1 
November).   The  following  information  of  the 
loss  of  U  431  was  revealed  after  the  Commander 
of  U  73  returned  and  reported  verbally: 

1)  On  the  night  19/20  October  U  73  was  bombed 
by  an  aircraft  in  GH  8374  at  0400.   When 
U  73  sent  off  the  distress  signal  the  position 
was  given  as  CH  8223  by  mistake.    Then  U  431 
received  orders  on  the  morning  of  20  October 
to  make  for  CII  8223  and  look  out  for  U  73  . 
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2)  On  the  following  night  at  0140  and  0200 
on  21  October  a  U-boat  was  intercepted 
by  an  enemy  aircraft  in  a  not  accurately 
given  position,  37°  30'  or  37°  23'  IT. 
This  latitude  corresponded  to  that  in 

Oil  8223  where  U  431  would  have  been  at 
.  that  time.   At  this  time  U  73  was  in 

W-  OH  8368.   It  may  be  assumed  that  U  431 

was  the  boat  reported  by  the  enemy 
aircraft.   U  73,  submerged  in  8368  at 
0032  and  0154  on  21  October,  heard  5, 
then  3  bombs. 

3)  At  1438  on  23  October  one  of  our 
aircraft  sighted  what  was  supposed  to  be 
one  of  our  U-boats  in  CE  9126,  course  0°, 
at  a  range  of  2  kms.  which  submerged  on 
being  approached.   It  cannot  be  entirely 
excluded  that  this  was  U  431  although  it 
is  very  doubtful  that  the  aircraft 
concerned  definitely  identified  the  boat 
sighted  as  one  of  ours. 

4 )  Synopsis 

It  is  suspected  that  U  431  was  destroyed 
in  an  aircraft  attack  on  the  night  20/21 
October.   The  possibility  that  it  was 
sunk  on  23  October  when  submerging  from 
one  of  our  aircraft  cannot  be  ignored 
altogether. 

VI  •   General  situ?_t_ion^ 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)  Kreisch. 


j. 


/-1-  November,  1943 

I.    a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0600  according  to 
naval  grid  squares: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


U  593  CE  84, 

U  380  Palermo  -  Naples, 

U  450  CE  66  (homeward  bound) . 


3.  Eastern  Mediterranean 


U  453  CI  63  (outward  bound), 
U  565  CE  89  (homeward  bound). 
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b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bo una  iron  0800 
to  0800: 

U  565  put  in  to  Salami s,  his  15'th  operation 
interrupted,  at  1030/4  November. 

°)  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:  U  73,  223,  371,  410,  616. 

2)  Polo:    U  81,  L07,  596. 
II  •   -tiir  re c ojin r i  s sane e : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 
Ill .   Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A .  Western  ■  .edit erranean : 

a )  By  U-boats: 

U  593:   0047/3  November  CH  82  95  eastbouhd  convoy 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance^: 

1130/Z).  November  01  4629  3  destroyers,  course 

180°,  3  guardboats, 
course  0°. 

c  )  §1.   radio  intercept  se rvlce : 

Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  183 0/4  November  Europe  Point:   bound  for  the 

Mediterranean,  23  transports 
(1  of  2  5,000  G.R.T.,  5  of 
20,000  G.R.T.,  14  of  14,000  - 
18.000  G.R.T.,  3  of  6,000  - 
10,000  G.R.T.),  2  freighters, 
9  American  "Dunlop"  class 
destroyers . 

2)  1830/4  November  1  "Cairo"  class  cruiser  put 

out  from.  Gibraltar  for  the 
Medi  terranean . 

3)  1715/4  November  1  French  cruiser  of  the 

"Mont calm." class  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the  Atlantic. 
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L)    1630/4  November  9  American  destroyers 

put  in  to  Gibraltar 
from  the  Atlantic. 

5)  0745/4  November  1  "Cairo"  class 

cruiser  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces: 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


a)  By  U-boats: 
Nothing  to  report . 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance: 


1)  0835/4  November  CP  4725  3  destroyers  or 

escort  vessels, 
course  l60°, 
speed  20  knots. 

2)  1230/4  November  CK  7168  5  units, 

southerly  course. 

3)  1300/4  November  CK  7444  20  units. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service:  ) 

)  Nothing  to 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations:         )  report. 
_  ) 

c )  By  naval  forces:  ) 

IV.   Current  U-boat  operations: 


According  to  radio  intercept  service  an  Algiers 
aircraft  reported  attacking  an  unmanned  target 
at  1945  on  3  November.   U  593,  the  only  boat 
on  the  North  African  coast,  was  ordered  to  report 
by  short  signal  the  position  of  the  attack  if  he- 
were  attacked  by  an  aircraft  at  the  time  in 
question,  in  any  case  he  was  to  report  his 
position. 

U  593  reported  a  success  (see  V.  a)  and  that  he 
was  returning  because  his  tubes  were  damaged  in 
a  depth-charge  attack.  U  593  drove  off  an  air 
attack  at  1915  on  3  November  in  8355  and  one  at 
1955  in  83  53.  Probably  connected  with  the 
enemy  report. 

U  450  (BBhiiie)  intends  to  cross  the  42°  N  parallel 
on  the  evening  of  7  November. 
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U  81  (Krieg) ,  due  to  sail  on  4  November,  has  been 
delayed  until  6  November  owing  to  failure  of  the 
quadruplet  when  firing  after  putting  out. 

*The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the.  Situation 
Report  and  at  2043/4  November  and  0108/5  November 
were  notified  of  the  convoy  in  ill  A.  d)  1) . 

V .  a )  Successes: 

U   593    (Kelt) ling)    at   0047   on  3  November  in  CH 
8295  "sank   a    steamer  of   7,000   G.R.T..  from  an 
eastbound   convoy  and  on   30   October  in  CE  8295 
fired  a   three-fan  .miss   at   the  French  battleship 
"Richelieu*?. 

b )    Losses: 

Nothing  to   report . 

VI.  General   situation: 


f 


Nothing  to  report. 


(Signed)  Kreisch. 


5  November,    1943 


I •  a )    Dally  U-boat   positions  at   0800   according  to 

na  va  1  _gr id   s q ua r  t,  s  : _ 

A.  Vfe  s  tern  Med  it  err  an  e  am 

IT   593      OH  92    (homeward  bound), 

U  3  80     Palermo   -  Naples, 

U  450     CH  66    (homeward   bound) . 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


U  453  GJ  66. 

k )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from  0800 
to  0800: 

No  boats. 

°)  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:  U  73 ,  223,  371,  410,  6l6. 

2)  Pola:    U  81,  407,  596. 

3)  Salamis:  U  565. 

II.   Air  reconnaissance: 


A •  '"fcg"k ern  Mediterrane an; 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alboran,  around  Corsica, 
Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 
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B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

W-  III.  Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A .  We  s  t  em  Med  it  err  an  ea  n : 

a )  By  U-boats: 
Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  0653/5  November  CI  4845  convoy  of  8 

medium-sized 
freighters,  2 
escort  vessels, 
course  320°, 
moderate  speed. 

2)  1155/5  November  CI  8367  1  destroyer,  1 

Ivl.T.B.,  southerly 
course. 

3)  IB 15/5  November  CH  8512  convoy  of  32 

ships  (transport 
convoy)  course 
80°,  speed  12 
knots. 

°)  By  radio  intercept  service: 

Nothing  to  report. 
^ )  By  Gr.I.S.  stations: 

2000/5  November  Gibraltar  harbor  report: 

cruisers:   1  "Fiji"  class, 
1  "Dido"  class, 
1  "Montcalm" 
class,  I 
auxiliary 
cruiser. 

7  destroyers,  47  small 
craft. 

G)  By  na  val  for  0 e  s  : 

Nothing  to   report . 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


* 


c  )    By  U-boa  tsj_ 

Nothing  to   report. 
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b)  By  air  re co nna is s anc e ; 

0653/5  November  CO  4345  8  medium-sized  freighters, 

2  escort  vessels, 
course  320°,  moderate 
speed . 


Nothing  to 
report. 


c)  3y  radio  intercept  service: 

^ )  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

e )  By  naval  forces: 

I? .   Current  U-boat  operations: 

U  450  (BBhme)  and  U  593  (Kelbling)  both  returning 
to  Toulon,  were  forbidden  to  attack  submarines. 

U  593  intends  to  cross  the  42°  N  parallel  at  0000 
on  7  November  and  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  at  0800. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Situation 
Report  and  were  informed  of  the  enemy  sighting 
as  in  III .  A.  b)  2) . 

V.  a)  Successes:  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses:     ) 

VI.  General  situation: 


No th i ng   to  r e po r t . 

( S  igne d )      Kr ei  sch . 


6  November,    1943 


■£ •  a )    Dally  U-boat   positions  at   0800   according  to 

naval   grid   squares: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


U  593  CH  66  (homeward  bound), 

U  380  Palermo  -  Naples, 

U  450  CH  68  (homeward  bound). 

■B  •  Fa s t crn  Me d i t e r ran ea n : 

U  453  CJ  66. 

^ )  I1 -boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from  0800 
to  0800: 

U  81  put  out  from  Pola  at  1400/6  November  on 

his  16th  operation. 
U  565  put  out  from  Salamis  at  2130/6  November 

to  continue  his  interrupted  operation. 
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°)  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:  U  73,  223,  371,  410,  6l6. 

2)  Pola:    U  81,  407,  596. 

3)  Salamis:  U  565. 


4ft  H  ■   Air  reconnaissance: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Gran,  around 
Corsica  and  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 

Aegean. 

Ill .   Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A .  We stern  Me di t err an ean : 
a)  By  U-boats: 

Nothing  to  report. 
k )  By  air  reconnaissance :_ 

1)  0700/6  November  CH  9473  5  ships  not 

exceeding  20,000 
G.R.T.,  16  ships 
up  to  10,000 
G.R.T.,  5 
destroyers, 
course  80°, 
hove  to. 

2)  0720/6  November  CH  9446  3  ships  not 

exceeding  5,000 

Gr.R  .  T  .  ,   a. 

destroyers, 
course  200°, 
speed  10  knots. 

3)  12  50/6  November  CH  9465  2  destroyers, 

course  90°, 
moderate  speed. 

4)  a)  1300/6  November  CH  9567  20  ships, 

8  warships. 

b)  1543/6  November  CH  9647  22  ships, 

8  destroyers. 

c )  3y  radio  intercept  service: 

1)  1800/6  November  CH  9661  2  aircraft 

attacked  convoy, 
course  84°,  speed 
12  knots. 
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2)  1955/6  November  CH  3620  British  unit, 

probably  submarine, 
located. 

d )  By  G .  I .  S .  st at ions ; 

1)  0930/6  November  1  "Fiji"  class  cruiser  put 

in  to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic . 

2)  1500/6  November  the  Italian  cruisers  "Duca 

d'Aosta"  and  "Guiseppe 
Garibaldi"  and  2  Italian 
destroyers  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the  Atlantic 
for  gunnery  exercises,  at 
1800/6  November  passed 
Tarifa  bound  for  Atlantic. 

e )  By  na.  val  forces; 
Nothing  to  report. 

B •  Eastern  Med  it erranean : 

a )  HZ  N-boats: 
Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  083  5/6  November  CP  481E:  1  large  2 -masted 

sailing  ship, 
course  130°, 
speed  slight. 

2)  0928/6  November  CP  4469  2  merchant  ships 

up  to  2,000  G.R.T. , 
course  70°, 
moderate  speed. 

3)  0954/6  November  GP  4242  1  probable  destroyer 

course  90°,  high 
speed. 

4)  13  57/6  November  CP  1544  3  destroyers  or 

escort  vessels, 
northerly  course, 
speed  25  knots. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service:  ) 

)  Nothing  to 

d)  By   G.I.S.    stations:  )      report. 

_ 

c>)    By  naval   forces:  ) 
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IV .    Current  U-boat  operations; 

U  6^.2  (Lb.  (s.g)  Brflnning),  breaking  through 
the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  from  the  Atlantic, 
reported  from  CH  72  that  he  has  had  to  return 
owing  to  the  breakdown  of  his  supplementary 
radar  interception  set  (Naxos)  .   U  642 
received  orders  to  make  for  Toulon  via  CH 
9122,  CH  6685  and  CH  3916. 

U  $93  (Kelbling)  and  U  450  (BBhme)  were  informed 
of  the  unsuccessful  attempt  by  an  enemy  submarine 
to  torpedo  a  steamer  at  1014  on  6  November  2.5 
miles  east  of  Toulon. 

On  the  orders  of  C-in-C  U-boats  the  radar 
interception  set  "Wanze"  (Gustav  I)  which  has 
been  installed  on  the  boats  for  some  time,  may 
no  longer  be  used,  as  the  set  is  not  free  from 
radiation  according  to  our  latest  information 
and  is  therefore  a  danger  to  boats  for  enemy 
location  activity.   New  improved  sets  ("Borkum") 
are  being  brought  to  Toulon  and  Pola  by  carriers 
and  are  on  the  way. 

As  an  operation  in  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea  without 
any  opportunity  of  intercepting  a  locating  enemy 
cannot  be  considered  with'  the  lively  enemy 
locating  activity,  U  380  (Roether)  has  received 
orders  to  return  to  Toulon  and  to  report  his 
position  when  he  sets  off.   No  signal  has  been 
received. 

U  81  (Krieg)  who  had  put  out  from  Pola  at  1400 
on  operations,  has  received  orders  to  put  about 
to  have  the  new  set  installed.   U  81  intends  to 
be  at  Point  H  at  0800  on  7  November.    It  is 
also  considered  very  dangerous  for  U  565  to 
operate  without  the  new  radar  interception  set 
in  view  of  the  great  enemy  locating  activity  he 
reported  in  the  Aegean.   Admiral  Aegean  has 
therefore  been  informed  that  it  is  considered 
necessary  to  recall  the  boat  which  put  out  from 
Sal amis  at  2130  for  the  Aegean  operational  area. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Situation 
Report  and  were  informed  of  the  enemy  report  in 
III.  B.  b)  4) • 


1  4* 


f-.c: 


V .    a )  Successe 

Nothing  to  report. 

b )  Losses: 

According  to  a  report  from  London  the 
following  have  been  prisoners  of  war  since 
22  August,  1943:   Lt .  (s.g)  Diggins  (Commander 
of  U  458) ,  the  Engineer  Officer,  Lt .  (j.g)  (E) 
Locke  and  3  members  of  the  crew. 
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VI.   General  si tart ion: 


Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


7  November,  1943 


I .    g )  Daily  U-boat  positions^ at  0800  according  to 
naval  grid  squares: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


U  593  CH  33  (homeward  bound), 

U  380  CI  91  (homeward  bound), 

U  450  CH  63  (homeward  bound), 

U  642  CH  81  (homeward  bound). 

B •  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

U  453  CJ  66, 

U  81   CJ"  31  (homeward  bound), 

U  565   CH  23. 

b)  U~hoats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from  0800 

to  0800: 

U  593  put  in  to  Toulon  at  0900/7  November  from 

his  1 4th  opera t  ion . 
U  8.1  Interrupted  his  loth  operation,  put  in 

to  Pola  at  0900/7  November. 

°)  In  port  (at  0800)  : 

1)  Toulon:  U  73,  223,  371,  410,  616. 

2)  Pola:    U  407,  596. 

II.   Air  reconnaissance: 


A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers,  around  Corsica 
and  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B .  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 

II I .  Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A .  We.  st ern  Me di  t errane an : 

G)  By  U-boats ;_ 

Nothing  to  report. 
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b)  By  air  reconnaissance; 

1)  1015/7  November  CI  7814  1  merchant  ship 

not  exceeding 
10,000  G.R.T., 
3  merchant  ships 

not  exceeding 
5,000  G.R.T.,  J 
escort  vessels, 
3  landing  craft 
to  the  west. 
Loose  cruising 
formation,  speed 
10  knots. 

2)  The  transport  convoy  (see  War  Diary  5 
November  III.  A.  b)  3)  was  attacked 
at  1800/6  November  off  Cape  Bougaroni 
by  our  aircraft  and  14  ships,  totaling 
15,000  G.R.T.,  end  2  destroyers  were 
hit. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G.I. ,5.  stations; 

1)  1055/7  November  Tres  Forcas:   1  "Warspite" 

class  battleship,  2 
cruisers,  10  destroyers, 
bound  for  the  Atlantic. 

2)  1630/7  November  3  destroyers  put  out 

from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean . 

3)  2100/7  November  1  "Fiji"  class  and  1 

"Dido"  class  cruiser  put 
out  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Atlantic. 

4)  0300/7  November  1  "Fiji"  class  cruiser 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  an  unknown 
destination. 

e)  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report. 

B •  F arjt er n  M e d  1 1 e r r an e a n : 

a)  By  U-boats: 

>$  Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance; 

0845/7  November  GP  4465  1  cruiser,  2 

destroyers,  southerly 
course . 
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c )  By  radio  intercept  service:  ) 

)   Nothing  to 

d)  By  G-.I.S.  stations:         )   report. 

) 

e )  By  naval  forces:  ) 

IV .  Current  U-boat    operations: 

U  3 BO  (Roether)  reported  his  position  from  CJ  8432. 

U  642  (Brtlnning)  reported  his  position  from  CH  50 
"["position  not  clear)  without  being  asked. 

Admiral  Aegean  has  informed  us  that  U  565  (Henning) 
must  remain  in  the  operational  area  owing  to  the 
urgency  of  his  mission.   Captain  U-boats  considered 
the  boat's  return  necessary  because  operating 
without  a  radar  interception  set  caused  additional 
danger  to  the  boat.    In  Admiral  Aegean's  view 
location  conditions  in  the  Aegean  are  made  more 
difficult  owing  to  its  geographical  nature.    During 
operations  in  the  Aegean,  Admiral  Aegean  has  tactical 
control  of  the  boat. 

U  450  (B8hme)  received  freedom  to  attack  submarines. 
This  gives  him  an  opportunity  of  attacking  any 
enemy  submarines  observed  off  Toulon. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report 

V.  a)  Successes:  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report . 
b)  Losses:     ) 

VI.  General  situation: 


In  October  the  amount  of  shipping  brought  into  the 
Mediterranean  amounted  to  2,850,000  G.R.T.  (maximum 
as  in  Sicily  operation  in  July,  1943).   The  amount 
leaving  amounted  to  1,801,000  G.RfT.   On  6  November 
the  amount  was  roughly  5,000,000  G.R.T. ,  the  maximum, 
to  date. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


8  November ,    1943 


I .  a )    Daily  U-boat   positions  at  0800   according  to 

n  a  va  1  gr  i  u    s  q  u  a  r  e  s  : 

A.    Western  Mediterranean: 


U  380  CJ  84  (homeward  bound) 
U  450  CH  33  (homeward  bound) 
U  642      CH   59    (homeward  bound) 
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B .  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

U  453   OJ  66, 
U  565  Aegean. 

b )  U^boa  ts  homeward  and  outward  bound  from  0800 
to~08~00: 


U  450  put  in  to  Toulon  at  0945/8  November 
from  his  2nd  operation. 

0)  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:   U  73,  223,  371,  410,  593,  616. 

2)  Pola:    U  81,  407,  596. 

II.   Air  reconnaissance: 


A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  Eastern.  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

^ ^ •   Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


a)  By  U-boats: 

Nothing  to  report. 

n° )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1145/8  November  CJ  4397  3  small  warships, 

course  150c . 
CJ  4397  1  small  warship, 
course  340°, 
speed  10  knots. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service: 
Nothing  to  report . 

d)  By  G-.I.S.  stations: 

1)  1155/7  November  Alboran:   British 

battleship  towed  by 

4  tugs,  bound  for  the 
Atlantic  (escorted  by 

5  destrqyers,  1  cruiser) . 

0630/8  November  towed  in  to  Gibraltar, 

identified  as  "V/arspite" 

class. 

-709- 


CONFIDENTIAL 

SECURITY  INFORMATION  269 


., 


CONFIDENTIAL 

2)  1830/8  November  1  "Monte  a  la."  class  cruiser 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

e )  By. , naval  forces; 

Nothing  to  report . 

B«  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

a )  By  U-boats: 

No  t hi ng  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

00.32/8  November  CO  3249  2  destroyers. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  services: 

1018/8  November  GO  332?  formation  reported 

aircraft  shadower. 

cl)  By  G-.I.3.  stations: 

According  to  an  agent's  report  there  is  lively 
steamer  and  sailing  ship  traffic  between  Port 
Said,  Beirut  and  Alexondretta  and  independently 
routed  ships  'without  escorts  inside  the  three 
mile  limit. 

e )  By  naval  forces^ 

Nothing  to  report. 

IV .   Current  U-boat  operations: 

U  380  (Roether)  intends  to  cross  42°  N  at  0000  on 
11  November  and  to  be  at  the  Toulon  rendezvous  at 
0730. 

U  453  (von  Schlippenbach)  reported  at  1700/8 
November  that  the  boat  was  observed  just  before 
laying  the  mines  (off  Bari)  and  engaged  in 
hydrophone  pursuit.   Strong  patrols  by  naval  and 
air  forces  off  the  harbor.   This  report  is 
understood  to  mean  that  the  Commander  will  try 
again  to  complete  his  mission.   According  to  his 
operational  order,  he  was  to  report  by  short  signal 
"no"  if  the  mission  could  not  be  completed.   There 
is  still  no  reason  to  interfere  with  his  conduct  (of 
the  operation)  . 

U  $6^  (Henning)  received  orders  from  Admiral  Aegean 
to  continue  the  operation  and  was  informed  of  several 
enemy  sightings  in  the  Aegean. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Ariaoti  Forces 
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V .  a )  Successes:  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses:     ) 

VI.  General  situation: 


Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)  Kreisch. 


9' November,  1943 


I .    a )  DnJL  lv_  _U  -bo_at^  posit  ions  at  0  800  according  to 
n ava  1 "  gr i  d  s qua r e  sj_ 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


U  380  C.T  75  (homeward  bound), 
U  642  CH  66  (homeward  bound). 

B«  Eel  s  t  e  r n  Me  d  i  t  e  r  r  an  e  a  n : 

U  453  CJ"  66, 
U  565  Aegean. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  end  outward  bound  from  0800 
to  0800; 

No  boats, 

c)  In  port  (at  0800)  : 

1)  Toulon:  U  73,  223,  371,  410,  450,  593,  616 

2)  Pole:    U  81,  407,  596. 

^*   Air  reconnaissance: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

Ill*  5 exports  on  the  enemy: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


a )  By  U-boats: 

0  )  Nothing  to  report . 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance:. 


1)  2140/9  November  CJ  6752  1  probable 

destroyer, 
course  200°. 
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2)  2215/9  November  CI  6798  2  ships,  probably 

1  merchant  ship, 
one  destroyer, 
course  200°. 

3)  2225/9  November  C.J  9162  3  ships,  probably 

1  merchant  ship, 
one  escorting  vessel 
ahead  and  one  astern, 
course  220°,  speed 
slight. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service: 
Nothing  to  report . 

d )  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

0945/9  November  1  "Birmingham"  class  cruiser 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic . 

e )  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report . 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


a)  By  U-boats: 

Nothing  to  report. 

k )  Byjair  reconnai ssance : 

1230/9  November  Co"  9668  2  freighters 

a pproxiraa  t ely  3 ,  000 
G.K.T.,  course  20°. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service:  ) 

)   Nothing  to 

d)  By   G.I.S.    stations:  )      report. 
_                          -  ) 

e )  By  naval  forces:  ) 

IV .  Current  U-boat   operations: 

U  380  (Roether)  and  U  642  (Brtlnning) ,  both  returning 
to  Toulon,  have  been  forbidden  to  attack  submarines . 
The  boats  received   an   extract   from  the  roomed  Forces   Report 

V.  a)    Successes:    ) 

)      Nothing  to   report . 
b )    Lasses:  ) 

VI.  General  situation: 


Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)      Kreisch. 
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10  November,    1943 


I .  a )    Daily  U-boat    positions   at   0800   according   to 

naval   grid   squares: 

A.   Western  Mediterranean: 


U  .380      CI1  63    (homeward   bound), 
U  642     CK  63    (homeward  bound) . 

B-   Ea  a  t  e  r n  M  e  d  i  t  e r r an e an : 

U  453  CJ   66, 
U  565  Aegean. 

b )  ^-T-boa ts  homeward  and  outward  bound  from  0800 
to  080(57 

U  81  put  out  from  Pola  at  1400/10  November 
on  his  16th  operation. 

c)  In  port  (at  0800)  : 

1)  Toulon:   U  73,  223,  371,  410,  450,  593,  616. 

2)  Pola:    U  81,  407,  596. 

^  ^  •   iiir  r  e co nna  is  s anc  e : 

A.  V.' e s t ern  Med^ter r^anoan. : 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alboran,  around 
Corsica,  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B .  East  ern  Med  it  err an ean : 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 
Ill .   Reports  on  the  enemy : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


a )  By  U-boats: 
Nothing  to  report . 

b )  By  air  rec ormaissa nc e 


1)  1000/10  November  CJ  4293  1  probable 

minesweeper, 
southerly 
course,  2 
patrol  vessels, 
northerly  course. 

2)  173  5/10  November  OH  7482  1  convoy  of  38 

merchant  ships, 
10  escorts,  6  of 
them  destroyers, 
in  an  all-round 
screen,  course 
100°,  speed  8  knots. 
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o )  By  radio  intercept  servic cj_ 
Nothing  to  report . 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  0815/10  November  36  freighters,  also  3  tankers 

3  corvettes,  2  destroyers 
passed  Europa  Point  hound 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

2)  0800/10  November  9  freighters,  3  tankers, 

1  net  carrier,  4  mine- 
sweepers, 6  corvettes,  1 
destroyer,  1  tug. 

e )  By  na v al  i f  or  c  c s : _  • 
Nothing  to  report . 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


a)  Bx..Uiboatsj_. 
Nothing  to  report . 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance: 
Nothing  to  report. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service 


1)  0236/10  November  GO  3613  enemy  unit  reported 

air  attack. 

2)  0006/10  November  CK  9596  British  unit, 

course  115°,  speed 
10  knots,  reported 
b  omb  ing  attack. 

d)  By  Cr.  I.  S...  stations:  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report. 

e )  Pi  naval  forces:     ) 

IV.    Current  U-boat  operations: 


U  _6  4_2  (Brtlnning)  intends  to  cross  the  42nd  parallel 
to  the  north  at  0000  on  13  November  and  to  be  at  the 
Toulon  rendezvous  at  073  0. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Force*.-,  Hepor-t, 

V .  a )  Successes:  ) 

)   N o t h i ng  to  r e po r t . 
b )  Losses:     ) 

VI .  Genera  1  sit uat ion ^ 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)  Kreisch. 
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11  November,    1943 


#ft  I .  a )    Daily  U-boat   positions  at   0800   according  t 

na  va-1  er  i  d  sn  ua  re  s  • 


naval  grid  squares: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 

U  380   CH  33  (homeward  bound), 
U  642  CH  69  (homeward  bound). 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


U  453  CJ  66, 

U  565  Aegean, 

U  81   C.T  62  (outward  bound). 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from  0800 
to  0800: 

U  380  put  in  to  Toulon  at  0845/U  November 
from  interrupted  9th  operation. 

U  407  put  out  from  Pola  at  0800/11  November 
on  his  7th  operation. 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:   U  73,  223,  371,  410,  450,  593,  6.16 

2)  Pola:    U  407,  596. 

II.   Air  reconnaissance: 


A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alboran,  around 
Corsica,  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean . 

•^^ •   Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


a )  By  U-boats:^ 
Nothing  to  report . 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  a)  0707/11  November  CH  7675  48  merchant 

ships ,  7 
destroyers,  4 
guar d boats, 
course  100°, 
speed  7  knots. 
(Presumably 
convoy  of  III. 
A.  b)  2)  in 
War  Diary  of  10 
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b)  1239/11  November  CH  7692  48  ships,  course 

75°,  speed  7  knots. 

o)  1425/11  November  CH  8774  the  same  convoy, 

course  140° . 

<g£P  2)  1650/11  November  CH  8454  convoy  presumably 

the  same  as  in  1) 
or  part  of  it. 

3)  1800/11  November  7575  convoy  of  55  ships, 

43  of  them  merchant 
ships,  1  auxiliary 
aircraft  carrier, 
8  destroyers,  3 
escorts,  course  90°, 
speed  8  knots. 

4)  1430/11  November  CH  8457  3  merchant  ships, 

5,000  G.R.T.  each, 
4  escorts,  stopped. 

0 )  By  radio  intercept  service: 

Nothing  to  report . 

^ )  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  0245/05I5  Ceuta  sighted  63  laden,  mainly 

large  ships  coming  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Mediterranean. 

2)  0900/11  November  2  destroyers  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the  Mediterranean, 

3)  1500/11  November  CH  7511  convoy  of  more  than 

50  ships,  3  destroyers, 
bound  for  the  Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces: 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


a)  By  U-boats: 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance 


1)  0758/11  November  CP  4738  1  probable  destroyer, 

course  150°,  high 
speed . 

2)  No  time         CK  7484  1  convoy  of  52  units 

including  covering 
forces  arid  1 
probable  submarine, 
southeasterly  course. 
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c)  By  radio  intercept  service: 

d )  3y  G.I.S.  stations: 

e)  3y  naval  forces: 

IV.  Current  U-boat  operations: 

U  4 53  (von  Schlippenbach)  reported  minelaying 
completed  (off  Bari)  and  received  orders  to 
make  for  Pola.   U  453  intends  to  be  at  the 
Toulon  rendezvous  (Point  H)  at  0700  on  13 
November. 

U  565  (Henning)  was  informed  by  Admiral  Aegean 
of  enemy  movements  in  the  Aegean. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed 
Forces  Re p or t • 

V.  a)  Successes:  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses:     ) 

VI.  General  situation: 


Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Ereisch. 


12  November ,  1943 

I .    a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according  to 
naval  grid  squares: 

A .  West  em  Med  it  errcn  ean ; 

U  642  CH  69  (homeward  bound). 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

U  453  Cv    63    (homeward  bound), 

U   565  Aegean, 

U  81  CK  44    (outward  bound), 

U  407  CJ   63    (outward  bound). 

b )  U-boats   homeward   and    outward   bound  from  0800 
to~0gQ0~: 

No  boats. 

c)  In   port    (at   0800) : 

1)  Toulon:      U  73,    223,    371,    380,    410,    450, 

593,   616. 

2)  Pols:  U   596. 
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II.   Air  reconnaissance 


A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Oran,  around  Corsica 
and  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 
Ill .   Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A*  West  ern  Med  it  erranean : 

a)  By  U-boats: 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  0810/12  November  843  5  convoy  of  24  merchant 

steamers,  course  80°, 
speed  ?  knots. 

2)  a)  0915/12  November  7693  convoy  of  45 

merchant  steamers, 
8  destroyers, 
course  70°,  speed 
7  knots. 

b)  1650/12  November  843  5  convoy  of  52  merchant 

s t  earner  s ,  7  escorts, 
course  80°,  speed 

7  knots. 

3)  a)  1655/12  November  GK  S427  convoy  of  about 

40  ships,  course 
80°. 

b)  1815/12  November  CH  8436  about  50 

merchant  ships, 
course  80°,  speed 

8  knots. 

Whether  the  sightings  in  2)  and  3)  refer- 
to  the  same  convoy  cannot  be  definitely 
decided  but  it  is  very  probable. 

4)  073  5/12  November  CH  8457  1  destroyer,  1 

escort . 

5)  0810/12  November  CE  8432   1  t  a  nicer,    12,000   - 

15,000   C.R.T., 
escorted   by  3 
|P  destroyers, 

southerly   course, 
speed    slight. 
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c )  By  radio  intercept  service: 

British  Mediterranean  convoy  according 
to  a  bearing  was  abreast  of  Algiers  at 
midday.   Probably  a  convoy  coming  from 
the  Mediterranean  bound  for  Gibraltar. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  0930/12  November  2  destroyers  put  out 

from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

2)  1130/12  November  1  "Birmingham"  class 

cruiser  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Atlantic . 

3)  1330/12  November  1  "Warspite"  class 

battleship  docked  in 
Gibraltar,  1700  1 
auxiliary  cruiser  out 
of  dock. 

e )  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


a)  By  U-boats: 

Nothing  to  report. 

k )  By  air  reconnaissjmce^ 

1448/12  November  CP  4289  apparently  1 

guardboat,  course 
and  speed  not 
known. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service: 

According  to  radio  evaluation  a  convoy 
from  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  probably 
bound  for  Algiers  was  in  the  Malta  area 
on  the  afternoon  of  12  November. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations:  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report . 

e )  By  naval  forces:     ) 

IV.   Current  U-boat  operations: 


U  407  (Brtlller)  received  as  his  operational 
area  the  area  between  the  meridians  in  CO 
%  46?6  and  CO  5595,  south  of  the  parallel  in 

CO  5422. 
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U  642  (Brtlnning)  received  permission  to  attack 

submarines  after  U  380  has  put  in  to  port. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

U  565  (Henning)  was  informed  by  Admiral  Aegean  of 
enemy  movements  in  the  Aegean. 

V.  a)  Slice  esses:  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses:     ) 

VI.  General  situation: 


Nothing  to  report. 


(Signed)   Kreisch, 


13   November,    1943 


I .  a )    Daily  U-boat    positions   at    0800    according  to 

naval  grid    squares: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


U  642  CH  33  (homeward  bound). 

B •  Eas t ern  Medi t  erran ean : 

U  453  CI  33  (homeward  bound), 

U  565  Aegean, 

U  81  CK  74  (outward  bound), 

U  407  CK  48  (outward  bound). 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from  0800 

tQ-QgooT   ~       -1 

U  642  put  in  to  Toulon  at  0830/13  November  after 

his  3rd  operation. 

U  453  put  in  to  -Pola  at  0900/13  November  after 

his  13th  operation. 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:   U  73,  223,  371,  380,  410,  450,  593, 

616. 

2)  Pola:    U  596. 

II.   Air  reconnaissance: 


A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 
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B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.   Reports  on  the  enemy; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


a)  By  U-boats: 
Nothing  to  report . 

b )  By  air  reconnaissanc e 


1)  0915/13  November  CJ  8389  3  merchant 

ships  up  to  5,000 
G.R.T.,  10 
landing  craft, 
course  200°. 

2)  0815-0915  13  November  CI  4375  1  mine- 

sweeper with 
sweep  out. 

3)  2145/13  November  CI  6781  6  merchant 

ships,  3  guard- 
boats,  course 
200°  . 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service: 

Nothing  to  report. 

^ )  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  1345/13  November  1  "Leander"  class  cruiser 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Atlantic. 

2)  1815/13  November  11  freighters,  1  small 

tanker,  all  laden,  put 
out  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Mediterranean, 
escorted  by  1  auxiliary 
cruiser  and  7  corvettes. 

e )  By_naval  forces: 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


a)  By  U-boats: 

U  453:   CI  3472  enemy  submarine. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

Nothing  to  report. 
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c )  By  radio  intercept  service: 

1159/13  November  CP  L470  British  unit  located. 

^  By  G.I.S.  stations;  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report . 
e)  By  naval  forces:     ) 

1 Y .   Current  U-boat  operations: 

U  4  53  (von  Schlippenbach)  reported  as  in  III.  B. 
a")  submarine  located  on  13 6  cm. 

U  565  was  informed  of  enemy  movements  identified 
in  the  Aegean. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report, 

V.  a)  Successes:  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses:     ) 

VI.  General  situation: 


Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)  Kreisch. 


14  November,,    1943 

I .  a )    Daily  U-boat   positions   at   0800   according  to 

naval  grid   squares: 

A.   Western  Mediterranean: 


No  boats. 
B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


U   565     Aegean, 

U  81        Straits   of   Otranto    -   Cape  Passero  area 

U  407      CO   13    (outward   bound). 

b)  U-boats  hone-ward   and    outward  bound  from  0800 
to  0800: 

No  boats. 

c)  In   port    (at   0800) : 

1)  Toulon:     U  73,    223,    371,    380,    410,    450,    593, 

616,    642. 

2)  Pola:  U  453,    596. 
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II.   Air  reconnaissance: 


* 


a.  West ern  lie ci it er ranean : 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Oran,  around 
Corsica-Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

k  Eastern  Med  it erranean : 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.   Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A .  v/es t e rn  Me d  it  e r ranean : 


a)  By  U-boats: 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  3y  air  reconm issancc: 

1)  1020/14  November  CJ  5113  1  merchant 

ship  not 
exceeding  3>000 
G.R.T.,  course 


350°,  spee< 

knots. 


10 


2)  1242/14  November 


Strait  of 
Bonifacio,  2 
small  warships, 
making  for 
Maddalena . 

3)  1420/14  November  CH  7568  11  destroyers, 

11  freighters 
totaling 
190,000  G.R.T., 
8  freighters 
totaling  56,000 
Q.R.T.,  wester 1 
course. 

4)  142  5/14  November  CH  7674  1  "King  George 

V"  class  battle 
ship  and  3 
destroyers, 
westerly  course 

5)  1445/14  November  CH  8447  7  freighters 

nd  liners 
totaling  50,00C 
G .  xc .  T  . ,  2 
destroyers  and 
7  escorts. 


6)  1440/14  November 
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course  80  . 

10  landing 
ships  (tank), 
2  escorts 

putting  in 
to  Oran. 
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7)  1445/14  November  CH  S471  20  merchant 

steamers,  course 
80°. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service: 

1)  .according  to  radio  intelligence  an  east- 
bound  American  convoy  lay  between  Bone 
and  Bizerta  on  the  morning  of  14  November, 
part  estimated  to  be  bound  for  South.  Italy, 
part  bound  for  the  Eastern  Mediterranean. 

2)  American  convoy  from  the  Central 
Mediterranean  was  in  the  sea  area  of 
Oran  on  the  evening  of  14  November. 

d)  By  G-.I.S.  stations: 

1)  1000/14  November  1  "Boise"  class  cruiser, 

1  American  destroyer  put 
in  to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean. 

2)  1245/14  November  1  American  freighter,  1 

destroyer  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Med it  erranean . 

3)  1400/14  November  1  "Fiji"  class  cruiser 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Atlantic. 

4)  1600/14  November  1  "Leander"  class  cruiser 

put  out  for  the 
Medit  erra nean . 

e)  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report . 

3.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


a )  By  U-boats: 
Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  r.ir  reconnaissance 


1)  0735-0645/14  November  CJ   6195  17  small 

warships, 
varying  courses. 

2)  2230/14  November  CK  4792  2  small  merchant 

ships,  northwesterly 
course . 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service : 

Convoy  from  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  was  in 
the  Malta  sea  area  on  the  afternoon  of  14 
November. 
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ci)  By  G.I.S.  stations:  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report. 
e)  By  naval  forces;     ) 

IV.    Carrent  U-boat  operations: 

It  is  intended  to  dispose  U  371  (Mehl) ,  ready 
for  operations  on  15  November,  for  a  few  days 
off  Ajaccio,  the  enemy's  supply  port  on  the 
west  ooast  of  Corsica  before  he  operates  on 
the  North  African  coast.   The  boat  will  have 
an  opportunity  there  and  on  his  passage  to 
the  operational  area  on  the  North  African  coast 
east  of  Cape  Bengut,  of  testing  the  efficiency 
of  the  radar  interception  set  "Borkum" .   This 
set  is  a.  temporary  solution  until  "Wanze  G-2", 
in  which  the  shortcomings  of  "Wanze  GI" 
(radiation)  are  supposed  to  be  cut  out,  is 
installed.   There  is  a  fear  that,  because  of 
the  construction  of  "Borkum" ,  aircraft  locations 
of  low  signal  strength  will  be  swamped  by  land 
locations  of  greater  signal  strength  so  that 
locating  aircraft  near  land  where  there  are 
shore  locating  stations  will  not  be  observed 
in  tine.   Only  experience  will  show  whether 
this  fear  is  correct.    If  it  is  so,  II  371 
could  probably  not  operate  on  the  North 
African  coast  and  would  have  to  cease  operations 
until  the  new  sot  "Wanze  G-2"  is  installed, 
which  would  not  have  this  suspected  disadvantage 
of  "Borkum". 

"V.    a)  Successes:  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report. 
b)  Losses:     ) 

VI.   General  situation: 


Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


15  November,    19A3 


I.  a)    Daily  U-boat   positions   at   0800   according  to 

na v a  1   gr  id    s q ua  r  e s  : 

A.   Western  Mediterranean: 


a)    By  U-boats: 

Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


U  565  Aegean, 

U  81       Straits  of  Otranto  -  Cape  Passero  area, 

U  407  CO  5A. 
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b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from  0800 
to  0800: 

U  371  put  out  from  Toulon  on  his  1.5th  operation 
on  15  November. 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:   U  73,  223,  371,  380,  410,  450,  593, 

616,  642. 

2)  Pola:    U  453,  596. 

II .   Air  reconnaissance: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  around  Sardinia,  Corsica, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea . 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 
III.   Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A .  We  3 1  cm  Modi  t  err  an  ean : 
a)  By  U-boats: 

Nothing  to  report . 
D )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  1506/15  November  CJ  4518  1  destroyer,  2 

merchant  steamers 
3,000  -  4,000 
G-. R.T.,  course 
20o ,  speed  slight. 

2)  The  battleship  reported  yesterday  in  III. 
A.  b)  4)  is  believed  to  be  of  the 
"Richelieu"  class. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service: 
Nothing  to  report. 

d )  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  0630/15  November  1 "Cairo"  class  cruiser 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Atlantic. 

2)  1640/15  November  Cape  Spartcl,  2  cruisers 

probably  of  the  "Exeter" 
and  "Birmingham"  class, 
bound  for  the  Mediterranean, 
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3)  1640/15  November  1  "Fiji"  class 

cruiser  put  out 
from  Gibraltar  for 
t  he  I:  l e  di t  erran  ean . 

4)  1900/15  November  the  "Renown",  1 

"Fiji"  class  cruiser 
and  3  destroyers 
passed  Gibraltar  from 
the  Mediterranean  to 
the  Atlantic. 

e )  By  naval  forces: 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 


Not  hi  ng   t  o   re port. 
IV.        Current  U-boat   operations: 


U  61    (Krieg)    and  U  407    (Brttller)    as  well  as 
U  371    (Mehl)    received   permission  to   atteick 
submarines. 

U    565    (Henning)    was   informed  by  Admiral  Aegean 
of  enemy  movements   in  the  Aegean  and  "was 
ordered  to   report  his    position.        No    signal 
was  received . 

The   boats  received   an  extract   from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report   and   U  81  was  informed   of    the    shipping 
in  Tar an to . 

"^ •    a  )  §iic cesses :_  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses:     ) 

VI.   General  situation: 


Naval  War  Staff  3rd  Division  reported  as 
follows  on  the  present  situation  in  the 
Medit  erranean : 

The  troops  and  supplies  so  far  brought  by  the 
enemy  through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  do  not 
show  any  increase  compared  with  the  regular 
influx  noted  since  the  start  of  the  African 
campaign.   It  is  noted  in  detail: 

On  4  November  a  convoy  of  troopships  from 
America  (with  23  transports)  passed.   Until 
then  troopship  convoys  from  the  United  States 
were  observed  in  a  four-weekly  rhythm.   As 
the  American  troopship  convoy  due  on  1 
October  defaulted,  the  surprising  strength 
of  the  November  convoy  can  be  explained, 
The  supply  convoy  from  England  (passing  on 
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10  November)  consisting  of  45  freighters  and  6 
tankers,  'which  was  joined  by  9  freighters  and  3 
tankers  from  G-ibraltar,  as  well  as  the  supply 
convoy  from  the  United  States  passing  on  10 
November  consisting  of  6,3  ships,  which  was  joined 
by  5  from  Gibraltar,  belonged  to  the  regular 
supply  rhythm  according  to  the  time  and  their 
size . 

Apart  from  these  supplies  brought  directly  into 
the  Mediterranean  area,  additional  supplies  of 
war  material  for  Casablanca  are  maintained  in 
agents'  reports,  which  cannot  always  be  confirmed 
but  are,  however,  not  entirely  rejected.   These 
supplies  are  supposed  to  be  chiefly  connected 
with  the  equipping  of  French  troops  in  North 
Africa. 


( Signe  0 )   Kr ei  s  ch . 
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16  November.   1943 


I.         a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 


to  naval   grid   squares 


A.  -YiigS-te^ii  J  fed  itej?  raneaji  s 

U  371  CJ  18. 

3.   Sa.s  t  er  n  Med  it  er  r  ane  an  s 

U  5^5  Aegean ? 

U  81     Straits   of   Otranto-Cape   Passer o  area, 

U  407  CO  54. 

"b )  U-boat  s  , homeward  and  outward  bound,  from 

0800  To'  OoV 


No  boats, 
c)  In  port  (at  q800) s 

1)  Toulons  IT  73 9  223,  380,  410,  450  „  593? 

6.16,  642. 

2)  Polas    U  453,  596. 

I I ,  Air  re  c  o.nnai s  sance  i 

A.  Egs.t-y.ILn JjedJ^ terranoan  i 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  4°  W,  around  Corsica, 
Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B«  Eastejrr^li^^^^^ 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy  % 

&*   ^e s ^'P?^'a,  ?-fcA^g££a  ne^an  ° 
a)  By_  U_-J3 oat s  s 

Nothing  to  report, 
k )  ~§QL  Aiy^-Xg^PJ\U^'"l3jViCie  % 

1)  0756/16  November  CH  7447  1  merchant  ship  of 

500  G.R.T.,  westerly 
course,  speed  7  knots. 

2)  0852/16  November  CE  8443  2  destroyers, 

course  80°,  speed  10  knots. 

3)  0855/16  November  CE  8455  2  destroyers, 

course  250°. 

4)  0935/16  November  CH  8347  65  merchant  ships, 

2  destroyers,  3  escorts, 
course  260°,  speed  7  knots. 
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5)   1045/16  November  C.J  6755  1  transport  of 

5,000-6,000  G.R'.T., 
course  and  speed  not 
known, 

c)  By_radjLo  ..intercept   service  s 

0807/16  November  approximately  CH  6150 

American  unit  located  in 
traffic  with  Oran. 

3)  By  G.I.S.   stations; 

1)  1515/16  November  1  freighter  in  ballast, 

1  "A gat he"  class  boat 
put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

2.)  O8OO/15  November  2  transports  put  in  to 

Malaga  which  put  out  at 
1800  with  1,625  political 
refugees  on  board. 
Escort  of  3  destroyers 
which  cruised  off  Malaga 
the  whole  day, 

3)  1930/16  November  in  Gibraltar  harbor: 

1  "V/ar spite"  class  battle- 
ship in  dock, 
1  "Cairo"  and  1  "Boise" 
class  cruiser  in  the 
harbor . 

e)  PX  jia v_al  fprpes  s 

Nothing  to  report. 

B,   Ea s t e r ;n  Ifeo i i^erj^iiean  s 

a)  By,  IJ-bp.atss 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  Bv  air  .  re^ojanaJ.j4^\nce.  s 

1)  1330/16  November  CJ  9981  8  landing  craft, 

course  30°,  speed  7  knots. 

2)  1529/16  November  CO  3348  1  merchant  ship 

of  1,500  GoR.T. 

3)  1530/16  November  off  Cos  2  merchant  ships, 

5  auxiliary  ships. 

c )  By  .radio  intercept  service  s 

1)  2106/16  November  CP  1570  1  British  unit 

located . 

2)  2111/16   November  CJ  6520  1  British  unit 

located. 
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According  to  an  agent's  report  5  ships  with 
American  war  supplies  are  said  to  have  put 
out  from  Suez  on  17  November  for  Bari. 

Nothing  to  report* 

ILJ&l   (Henning)  reported  a  success  (see  V.a). 

The  boats  were  informed  of  enemy  movements  as 
follows? 

0843/16  November  as  in  III.A.b.l  of  15  November. 
1852/16  November  as  in  III\B.d. 

V«    a)  Successes  i 

2  142  (Henning)  reported  hearing  1  hit  3  minutes 
4o  seconds  after  firing  a  stern" shot  on  a  sub- 
marine in  CO  338I  at  1729  on  15  November. 

b)  Los.se s ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

VI.   GejnexaJL.s.^tiLa.tlonj 

The  time  of  sailing  of  U  223  (Wachter)  and  U  6l6 
(Koitschka)  scheduled  for  16  November  has  been  put 
back  until  the  new  radar  interception  sets 
(Wanze  G  2)  arrive,  due  in  Toulon  on  the  evening 
of  16  November. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


17  November  ?ii  194,3 


!•  a)    Daily  U-boat  .posit  ionjj_.aJL  ,0800  accord  in; 

to  naval  grid  squares s 


A.  Western  Meg  it  or rrane an  ; 
U  371  CJ  42. 

B .  E  a  s  t  e  r  n  Me  d  i  t  e  r  r  ane  a  n  s 


U  565  Aegean., 

U  81     Straits   of   Otranto-Cape   Passero  area, 

u  407  CO  ^t 
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b)  U" o^ajb.s^fiomewar^  jmd^putv;  ard,  bound  from 

o&oo  to  oWoTm 

No  boats. 

c)  In -port  ,(at  ,0600) : 

1)  Toulons     TJ  73,    223,   330,   410,   450,    593, 

616,   642. 

2)  Polas  U  453,    596. 

I I .  Mr,  jrecpnnais  sance  % 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alboran,   around 
Corsica   and  Sardinia,   Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B»  Eastern  Mediterranean s 

Reconnaissance   of  Adriatic,    Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.  Reports  on,  the,  enemy s 

A.  IXvJtg rn., J fedit ;e r Tajiea n s 

a)  S^LJidi0J^§. % 

No  thing  to  r  e  por  t , 

1)  0749/17  November  CH  7682  60  merchant  ships, 

5  escort  vessels, 
course  270°. 


2)  0900/17  November  CH  9481  1  merchant  ship 

of  10,000  G.R.T., 

2  destroyers,  course  90°. 

3)  0915/17  November  CH  9461  1  merchant  ship 

of  3,000  GiR.T.., 

1  corvette,  course  240° „ 

4)  2010/17  November  CJ  9272  20  merchant  ships, 

2  guardboats,  course  180° 
to~200°. 

5)  2320/17  November  CJ  9219  60  ships, 

northerly  course. 

°)  By  radio  intercept  services 

1)  1108/17  November  CJ  6650  British  unit 

located 

According  to  a  radio  intercept  reports 

2)  07*0/1?  November  CH  7657  1  convoy, 

course  255° ?  speed  7*:J 
knots. 

-752- 

CONFTDSMTIAL 
SECURITY  INFORMATION 


293 


( 


s 


CO^^IDENmX 

d )  By  G.I.S.,  stations s 

1)  0630/17  November  1  American  cruiser  of 

the  "Boise"  class,  2 
American  destroyers, 
2  Italian  destroyers 
("Alpino"  class)  put  out 
from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Med  it  er r ane  an . 

2)  1425/17  November  1  "Boise"  class  cruiser 

put  in  to  Gibraltar 
from  the  Mediterranean. 

G)  E\^_my_al, JTorces ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

B»  Eastern  Me  d 1 1 0 r rjmean ; 

a)  By  U-boats s 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance  s 

1010/17  November  CP  1412  1  small  warship. 

°)  By,  radio_  Tinte r  cept^  service  s  ) 

3)  By  G.I.S.  stations;        )  Nothing  to 

)  report. 

e)  3,X.  naval  forces s  ) 

^r •   Current  JJ-.boat  operations  '. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  1 

V,    a)  Successes ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

b)  Losses s 

UjSlZ  (Lt.(s.g.)  Brandi)  is  reported  missing 

for  the  last  time  with  effect  from  12  September 

1943.   The  boat  put  out  from  Toulon  on 

28  August,  was  beached  and  scuttled  off  Melilla 

after  an  air  attack  on  12  September.   The  creYf 

has  been  interned. 

(Naval  War  Staff  2nd  Division/C~in~C  U-boats 

(Operations)  G  11  527  A?  dated  17  November.) 

V I •   General  .situation  1 
Nothing  to  report, 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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18  November.  194^ 

I .  a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800 __ac cording 

to,  naval  'jjricl  squares, s 

U  371  GJ  42. 

E»  Jilssjern  MediterranGans 

U  565  Aegean, 

U  81     Straits   of   Otranto-Cape   Passero  area. 

U  40?  CO   55. 

b)   U-boajbjg,  home  war  d.._and.  outward  bound  from 
No  boats, 

1)  Toulon:     U  73,   223,   380.   410,   450,   593, 

616,  642. 

2)  Polas         IJ  453,   596. 

II.  Ajjr^re^cpnnais sane e  s 

a*  j'lejltjarn  Me„fl.^.t.e.r.r.a.P.e  An s 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alboran,  around 
Corsica. 

B.  Eastern  .Mediterranean  s 

Nothing  to  report, 

III*  Reports,  on  the  enemy; 

A.  ^-Qstfirjl, jfe di t e r r ane an ; 

a)  By  U^boatss 

Nothing  to  report. 

"b)  By,  air  reconnaissances 

1)  0752/18  November  CH  7913  1  destroyer, 

course  70° ,  speed  12 

knots. 

2)  1230/18  November  CJ  7316   1  merchant   ship 

up  to  3,000  G.R.T., 

6  landing  craft,  course 

120°. 

3)  1150/18  November  CJ  6 718  3  probable  motor 

minesweepers  in  line 
ahe ad ,  s  outhwe s t er ly 

course , 

-734- 

COMFIDETCTIAL 
SECURITY  INFORMATION  . 


295 


f 


CONFIDENTIAL 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service  ; 
Nothing  to  report, 

d)  By  G- .  1 . 3  .  s  t  a  t  i  o  n  a  ; 

1)  1130/18  November  1  "Delhi"  class  cruiser 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Mediterranean. 

2)  1930/17  November  Gibraltar  harbor  report: 

1  "Warspite"  class  battle- 
ship in  dock* 

Cruisers ;   1  "Cairo"  class, 
1  "Boise"  class, 
1  auxiliary  cruiser. 
10  destroyers  (visible). 

e )  By  naval  forces; 
Nothing  to  report. 

B,  Eastern  Mediterranean; 

i   i   i   i   i.   i   ii   »  m   ■■.  m    i  i      ■--    -     -  —  "   -■  • 

a )  By  U-boats;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance ; ) 

c)  By  radio  intercept  .servic^e; 

1206/18  November  CJ  637  0  British  unit  located. 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
e )  By  naval  forces ;    ) 

IV  .    Cur r o n .  t  . JJ~b qa t  opera t ion s  : 

Nothing  special  to  report. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  IT  571  (Mehl)  was  informed  of  the  shipping 
in  Ajaccio."" 

V .    a )  Successes  ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses  ;    ) 

^  •*•  •   Genera  1  situation : 

1)  The  times  of  sailing  of  U  223  (W&chter)  and 
U  616  (Koitschka)  have  been  postponed  until 
20  November,    The  radar  interception  sets 
which  have  to  be  installed  did  not  arrive  untl"1 
the  evening  of  17  November  and  must  be  over- 
hauled and  tested. 

2)  According  to  information  from  Naval  War  Staff 
3rd  Division  the  following  is  the  picture  of 
battleship  movements  in  the  Western  Mediterranean, 
It  is  revealed  from  reports  received  since 

14  November : 
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a)  The  battleship  "Nelson"  passed  Gibraltar 

at  0800  on  15  November  on  her  way  to  Britain 
and  was  sighted  "by  an  aircraft  at  1230/ 
16  November  180  miles  west  of  Lisbon. 
(Very  probably  identical  to  the  unit 
identified  as  the  "Richelieu"  by  air 
reconnaissance  on  14  November  70   miles  west 
of  Oran  «  see  War  Diary  entries  of  14  and 
15  November.) 

b)  It  has  still  not  been  confirmed  whether  the 
battleship  "Renown"  (probably  wrongly 
identified  as  the  "Exeter"  -  see  War  Diary 
of  15  November)  entered  the  Mediterranean 
on  16  November , 

c)  If  the  "Renown"  has  arrived ,  there  is  no 
change  in  the  number  of  enemy  battleships 
in  the  Western  Mediterranean  (1  "Nelson" 
class,  1  "Renown"  class,  1  "Richelieu" 
class;. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


19  November,  1941 

I •    a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 

t^jsavpjj  .grid,  scjlaaj^^Ts 

U  371  CJ  42. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean  s 

U  56?  Aegean, 

U  81     Straits   of  Otranto-Cape   Passoro  area, 

U  407  CO  54. 

b)  U^b oajbs^ Jiome war d  and  outward  bound  from 

No  boats, 

c)  Inport  (at  0800) s 

1)  Toulon s  U  73,  223,  380,  410,  4  50,  593? 

616,  642. 

2)  Polas    U  453,  596. 

~ ^ •   Air  reconnaissance ; 

A.  r.^sj  ejrn, - JJQ. cli t er jrane  a, n ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 
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B.  ftAStgrn  Mediterranean  i 

Reconnaissance   of  Adriatic,    Ionian  Sea,   Aegean, 
III.     Reports,  on  .the  enem^t 

a)  By_  U~j3.p-Ats s 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance ; 

0415/19  November  Co   678?  3   probable   escort 

vessels,   15  merchant   ships, 
course   10°. 

c)  B7  radio,  JLnt o rcepX Jier  vj_ce s 

On  the   evening  of  18  November  a  fairly  large 
American  convoy  was   in  the  Algiers -Oran  sea 
area. 

c0  By;  JL«JL»S_«... .st atipns. : 

1)  0900/19  November  Ceutas   28  freighters, 

1  tanker,  4  destroyers, 

2  escort  vessels,  bound 
for  the  Mediterranean, 

2)  0845/19  November  Gibraltar?  14  freighters, 

1  tanker,  2  cruisers, 
1  auxiliary  cruiser, 
1  destroyer,  3  escort 
vessels . 

e)  By  naval  forces? 

t-    *'  ^r-'M  v-t-.  «-  *■->-  Jr..*.  m*-*t   -trT T-i*'  aJJ 

Nothing  to  report, 
B»  fias.t ern  Jfe dit orrjjiean ; 
a)  B^ JJ~boat s  s 

Nothing  to  report, 
"fr)  By  air  reconnaissances 

1)  0729/19  November  CP  4888  1  probable 

cruiser,  2  destroyers, 
northerly  course. 

2)  0805/19  November  CP  4832  3  destroyers, 

southerly  course. 

3)  1055/19  November  abreast  of  Brindisi 

harbor  7  large  transports , 
4  escorting  vessels, 
northerly  course. 
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4)  1923/19  November  CJ  6162  2  fairly  small 

ships,  course  300°, 
moderate  speed. 

°)  By  ravdi^o_J.Tnt^ei^jjpt^seryice  s 

1622/19  November  CO  2690  British  unit 

located. 

d)  BxJL.JL.S_s_,, stations  :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 

e)  Py„  .nAv,8A  ,-.0,r.?.e.s, :    ) 

IV.  Curr_en.t,  U-boat  operations s 

UJBl  (Krieg)  reported  a  success  (see  V.a)  . 

U  3,71  (Mehl)  received  orders  to  operate  off 
Ajaccio  and  on  the  convoy  route  west  of  Sardinia. 
It  is  intended  to  recall  U  371  to  Toulon  on  the 
evening  of  21  November  to  install  the  new  radar 
interception  set  (Wanze  G  2). 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report, 

V.  a)   Sjaccessess 

U_Sl  (Krieg)  on  18  November  in  CK  7175  sank 
1  transport  of  7,500  G.R.T. 

b)  Losses? 

Nothing  to  report. 

VI.  Ge ner a.1  s  i tua.t ip n  1 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


20  November.  194: 


I«    a)  Daily  U-boat  /positions  at  ,0800  according 
to,, Jl^yal  g;r id  squares, s " 

A.  We stern  Me  dit erranean t 

U  371  CJ  42. 

B«  Eas .tern. Jlle ^i^terjmnepjri s 

U  %5  Aegean,    sea   area  around  Rhodes, 

U  81     Straits   of   Otranto-Cape   Passero  area, 

IT  407  CO  54. 
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b)  lH~'boatsi  homeward,  and  outward  bound  from 
0800  to  6%U0i 

U  223  put  out  from  Toulon  at  1715/20  November 

on  his  4th  operation. 
U  6l6  put  out  from"  Toulon  at  1715/20  November 

on  his  6th  operation. 

c )  In  port_^at_0800j  s 

1)  Toulon:  U  73,  223,  330,  410,  450,  593, 

616,  642. 

2)  Pola:    U  453,  596. 

I I .  Air^jrj^cjgj^^s^sance  ; 

A»  We  .stern  Mediterranean  s 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

B,  Eastern  I'-fediterra_nean  1 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Aegean,  Ionian  Sea. 

III.  Reports  on  the,  enemy s 

A.  Western.  Lied it  erranean  % 

a)  By  U-boats s 
Nothing  to  report, 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 


1)  0748/20  November  CJ  5962  1  guardboat, 

easterly  course,  high 
speed. 

2)  0005/21  November  CJ  9247  40  large  merchant 

ships  and  guardboats, 
course  30°. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service: 

Nothing  to  report. 

&)  B.y  G.I.S..  stations ; 

1)  2100/19  November  Tangier:   1  battleship, 

1  probable  aircraft 
carrier,  1  medium-sized 
freighter,  4  destroyers 
making  for  the  Mediterra- 
nean. 

2)  1000/20  November  2  destroyers  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the 
Me  di terr ane an . 

3)  According  to  an  agent's  report  the 

"War spite"  was  lying  in  dock  in  Gibraltar 
with  engine  damage. 
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g)  B2_n&ve.lr  S^Tc^M-  '• 
Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Eastern  Mediterranean t 

a)  By  U-boats : 
Nothing  to  report, 

b)  Bj^s^lr^econna  is sane e ; 

1)  0622/20  November  CO  6333  1  probable 

cruiser,  2  destroyers, 
course  110°,  moderate 
speed, 

2)  0920/20  November  CJ  6689  1  apparent 

freighter, 

3)  122.8/20  November  Gulf  of  Cos  (Aegean) 

4  destroyers,  1  escort 
vessel. 

0921/20  November  CO  I69O  British  unit 

located. 

d)  B}z__0>_I.S,o__^tAtiong,s  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 

e)  By  naval  forces t         ) 


U40J2  (Bruller)  was  ordered  to  send  a  short 
"situation  report  at  night  if  possible,  if  not  to 
report  his  position  by  short  signal.   No  signal 
was  received, 

U  81  (Krieg)  reported  a  two-fan  miss  on  1  3? 000 
G'Jr'.'T.  freighter  at  1823  on  20  November  in 
CJ  9889,   Both  torpedoes  detonated  prematurely 
after  25  and  27  seconds.   U  81  requested 
permission  to  return  as  he  had  only  1  stern  torpedo 
left.   He  received  orders  to  make  for  Pola. 

U  223  and  U_6l6  received  permission  to  attack  all 
submarines  identified  as  enemy. 

U  565  (Henning)  has  reported  a  success  (see  V,a) 
and  believes  he  must  return  because  of  considerable 
damage,   U  565  received  orders  from  Admiral  Aegean 
to  start  the  return  passage  to  Sc.lamis  on  the  night 
of  20/21  November. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

V.    a)  .Sue c .esses. s 

UJ?6g  at  0142  on  20  November  in  CO  3629  after 
firing  a  bow  shot  on  a  submarine  ("ZaunkSnig") 
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hoard  a  loud  detonation  and  sinking  noises  13 
minutes  later.   Torpedo  was  definitely  picked 
up  on  the  hydrophones  after  12  minutes  45 
seconds  while  the  diesel  hydrophone  bearing 
disappeared.   The  submarine  is  considered 
definitely  sunk. 

b)  Lp_s.se s  t 

Nothing  to  report , 

v  I  •   ^Agr^l^si.ty.atiqn  s 

The  Fuhrer  and  Supreme  Commander  has  awarded 
Lt.(s,g.)  von  Schlippenbach  (Commander  of  U  4-53) 
the  Knight's  Cross  on  19  November,   The  following 
Commanders  have  received  the  German  Cross  in  Gold  J 
Lt.Cs.g.)  Ilohl  (U  371),  Lt.(s.g-)  Roether  (U  38O) , 
Lts.(3.g.)  Kriee  (U  Cl),  Koitschka  (U  6l6)  and 
Decker t  (U  73). 

(Signed)   Kreisch, 


21  November.   1943 


It  a)    Daily  U-boat  positions,  at  ,0800  according 

to  naval  grid  squares s 

A.  Wester  n  Med  it er ranean  1 

U  "^71  CJ  /"? 

U  223  CH  63 '(outward  bound), 

IJ  616  CJ  44  (outward  bound),, 

U  565  Aegean  (homeward  bound) ? 
U  81  CK  74  (homeward  bound) . 
u  407  CO  54. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  out war d  bound  from 

MQQ-AoJl5ctooT~"~      " 

No  boats. 
°)  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon;  U  73,  3C02  410,  450,  593?  642. 

2)  Polas    U  453,  596. 

I I •       Air  reconnaissance s 

A.   Western  Mediterraneans 


Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Cape  Tones 9   around 

•henian  Sea. 
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B»   Eastern  Mediterranean s 

Reconnaissance   of  Adriatic,    Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.     Reports,  on  the  enemy s 

A.  }{e  stern  Med  it  err  a  ne  a  n  t 

a)  By  U-boat s  : 

Nothing  to  report. 

to)  By  air  reconnaissances 

1)  0820/21  November  CH  8457  2  patrol  vessels, 

CH  8286  1  merchant  ship 


of  200  G.R.T.,  1  submarine, 

Ly  c  our ; 
s-oeed. 


we  s  t er  ly  c  our  s  e  ,  s  loir 


2)  0845/21  November  CH  8355  convoy  approxi- 

mately 3 50 5 000  G.R.T., 
60  merchant  ships, 
3  tankers,  2  corvettes, 
3  destroyers,  1  cruiser, 
course  80°,  speed  6  knots, 

3)  1000/21  November  CJ  4373  2  destroyers, 

1  M •  T , B , ,  1  mine  swe  e  per , 

c )  J^y!  Xsdior_J-nte^rc^cp_tr  s&rylco^ % 

Nothing  to  report. 
cO  By  G .  I .  S .,  st  at  ions : 

1)  0730/21  November  1  "Birmingham"  class 

cruiser  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Atlantic, 

2)  a)  1000/21  November  Cape  Spartels 

1  "Philadelphia"  class 
cruiser,  5  destroyers , 

making  for  the 
Mediterranean, 
b)  1200/21  November  put  in  to  Gibraltar. 

3)  1450/21  November  Tangier?   last  of  54 

ships  passed  on  to  the 
Mediterranean . 

4)  1530/21  November  2  freighters,  1  auxiliary 

cruiser,  1  "Cairo"  class 
cruiser  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Med  it erranean , 

5)  1715/21  November  2  freighters,  1  corvette 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 
Convoys  in  4)  and  5) 
joined  the  large  east- 

GOMFIDMTIAL  bound  convoy  in  3) . 
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e)   By  naval  forces  s 
Hothing  to  report. 
E.  Eastern,  Mediterranean; 
Nothing  to  report. 

IV.  Current  U-boat  operations; 

U  407  (Bruller)  reported  at  0439/22  November 
'from  CO  5554  heavy  traffic  for  2  days. 

H-81  (Krieg)  intended  to  cross  the  42nd  parallel 
at  10G0  on  22  November. 

The  boats  were  informed  of  enemy  movements  as 
follows ; 

1305/21  November  as  in  III. A. b. 2  of  20  November. 
1643/21  November  as  in  III. A. b. 2. 
1835/21  November  as  in  III. A. b. 3. 

°212?  021s       )  as  ±     in. A. d. 2  and  3. 
0332/21  November  )  J 

V.  a)  Successes ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

b)  Losses  s 

According  to  a  report  from  Cairo  3  more 
officers  and  3°  members  of  the  crew  of  U  458 
are  in  British  hands,   (See  War  Diary  of 
6  November  1943 . ) 

V 1  •   Geiiegal-  jit uat.ion : 

Naval  War  Staff  1st  Division  (U-boat  Operations) 
(I.U,  32689  Most  Secret)  issued  orders  on  20 
November  to  examine  the  possibility  of  operating 
another  U-boat  between  Sicily  and  Naples.   As  the 
Luftwaffe  can  successfully  attack  convoys  along 
the  African  coast 5  but  the  area  between  Sicily  and 
Naples  is  unfavorable  for  them,  the  operation  of 
another  U-boat  seems  justified. 

Captain  U-boats1  views  are  as  follows; 

1)  The  operational  area  between  Sicily  and  Naples 
latterly  was  not  very  fruitful.   Recently 
increased  traffic  has  been  observed.   At 
present  one  boat  (U  6l6)  is  operating  there 5 
to  be  followed  by  a  second  (U  593)  on  26 
November  and  perhaps  more  depending  on  the 
situation, 

2)  For  successful  operations,  apart  from  other 
factors,  it  is  important  {hat  the  Commander 
bo  familiar  with  the  sea  areas. 
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3)  Operations  under  the  African  coast,  in  my 
opinion,  are  of  great  value  in  view  of  the 
great  supply  activity  at  present.   The  Luft- 
waffe attacks  large  convoys  only  occasionally, 
not,  however,  constant  traffic  which  in  our 
experience  has  been  particularly  rewarding 
for  U-boats .   Cooperation  with  the  Luftwaffe 
is  an  advantage  there. 

4)  The  operation  now  ordered  for  one  U-boat  on 
the  North  African  coast  (U  223)  and  one  in 
the  Tyrrhenian  Sea,  with  a  commander  familiar 
with  that  region,  will  bring  information 
after  a  fairly  long  break  for  the  next  boats. 


In  'lost  Secret/S.O.s  only  220  dated  21 
November,  Naval  Far  Staff  1st  Division 
informed  of  these  considerations. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


22  November.  1943 

I.  a)   Daily  U-boat   positions   at   0600  according 

to  naval  jrid  square's  s 


A.   Western  Mediterraneans 

U  371  CJ  41   (homeward  bound), 

U  223  sea  area  Cape   Ivi-Cape  Corbelin, 

U  6 Id  CJ  75   (outward  bound). 

B »   East.ern  Mediterranean  s 

U  % 5  Aegean  (homeward  bound), 
U  81  CK  44  (homeward  bound) , 
U  407  CO  55. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
gHoT  pp~jSffi&i      "4" 

No  boats, 

c)  In  port    (at  0300) ; 

1)  Toulons     U  73,   380.   410,   450,    593 ,   642. 

2)  Polas         U  453 ?   596. 

1 1 ,       Air  reconna i s sance s 

A •  Western  Mediterranean s 

Reconnaissance    as  far  as  Alboran,   around 
Corsica,   Sardinia,   Tyrrhenian  Sea. 
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B.  E^storn , Jlfe d it^r r^anean ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 
III.  Reports  on  the  energy s 
a)  fiv  , U-boat s  s 

Nothing  to  report, 
k)  B.J..  AJI!^^6J?PJlQa,issance  s 

1)  0718/22  November  CH  9617  convoy,  course  70° 

(see  21  November, III. A. b. 2; 
60  merchant  ships,  3  tankers 
totaling  approximately 
350,000  G.R.T.). 

2)  a)  1510/22  November  CH  7'684  convoy  of  46  ships 

including  6  destroyers, 
3  corvettes ?  course  90  , 
speed  9  kno^cs.   (See 
21  November,  III. A. d. 3s 
5*4-  ships ) 
b)  1720/22  November  CH  7694  convoy  of  48 

merchant  steamers, 
coircse  70°,  speed  9  knots. 

3)  a)  0330/22  November  CH  8475  40  merchant 

steamers,  course  200°. 

b)  0840/22  November  CH  7695  30  merchant 

steamers,  of  these  were 
identified  8, 000-10., 000 
G.R.T.  steamers,  4  escort 
vesso's   course  270 

c)  1508/22  November  CH  7673 '38  ships,  course 

270°,  speed  10  knots. 

d)  1735722  November  CH  7593  30  merchant 

steamers,  7  destroyers, 
course  270°,  speed  9  knots. 

4)  0750/22  November  CH  7575   I  freighter  of  5,000 

G.R.T.,  westerly  course, 

5)  1240/22  November  CJ  4997  2  coasting  freighters, 

northerly  course,  speed 
slight, 

6)  1340/22  November  CH  8362  4  merchant  steamers, 

20,000  G.R.T.,  2  destroyers, 
westerly  course,  moderate 
speed, 

7)  1400/22  November  CH  9461  1  cruiser, 

1  destroj'-er,  southwesterly 
course , 

8)  1745/22  November  CH  75CQ   1  cruiser, 

2  destroyers «  course  90°, 
speed  13  kno^s. 

9)  1400/22  November  in  Algiers s   2  battleships, 

6  cruisers,  12  destroyers, 
approximately  60  landing 
CONFIDENTIAL  craft  were  berthed. 
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1830/22  November  CH  7593  British  unit 

reported  aircraft 
shadowing  convoy 
(see    III. A. b. 3). 

d)  By.,._G^._I^_.__statjipn.s ; 

1)  0730/21  November  (sec  War  Diary  of 

21  November,  III.A.d.l). 
1  "Birmingham"  class 
cruiser  has  not  sailed, 
but  put  in  to  Gibraltar 
f  r  orn  the  At  1  ant  i c  . 


e) 


Laval  1  or  cess 


IV. 


V. 


VI, 


Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Bag t e r n_MeJ r t err anean  s 

Nothing  to  report. 

C.PJ ^r  e  nt , .  Ujjboa  t .  o;p_e  rat  ions  1 

U  J3l  (Krieg)  intends  to  be  at  Rendezvous  H  off 
Pola  at  0800  on  23  November. 

H.3.71  (Me hi)  Intends  to  cross  the  42nd  parallel 
to  the  north  at  0200  on  23  November  and  to  be  at 
the  rendezvous  off  Toulon  at  0800 .   U  371 
received  permission  to  attack  submarines. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report 
and  were  informed  of  enemy  movements  as  f ollows s 

0847/22  November  as  in  III. A. d. 4  of  21  November. 

1301/22  November  as  in  IIT.A.d.2, 

1441/22  November  as  in  III.A.b.l, 

2300/22  November  as  in  III.A.c. 

0429/23  November  as  In  III. A. b. 2. a,  6  and  7. 

a)  Successes,^  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 

b)  Losses  s    ) 

Goner Lai,  si t uat i on  1 

Nothing  special  to  report. 

The  present  heavy  enemy  traffic  in  the  Western 
Mediterranean  is  revealed  by  the  reports  in 
III. A. b. 1-3  as  2  large  eastbound  convoys  and 
one  westbound  convoy. 


( S  i  gne d )   Kr  e I s  ch . 
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23  November,   1943 

!•  a)   Pai.ly.  U-boat  .positions  ^at  .08p.0.j:cc_ording 

toi  naval  grid   squares  ;*" 

A.   West ier, n_Jfedit crrane >an  s 

U  371  CH  33    (homeward  bounc" ) , 

U  223   sea  area  Cape   Ivi-Cape  Corbelin, 

II  6lo  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B«  Eas t ern  Mediterrajiean : 

U  565"  Aegean   (homeward  bound)  , 
U  81    CJ  31   (homeward  bound), 

u  407  co  55, 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
OoOO  .JTQg[0Q  gT   ""  ~*     ~~ 

U  371  put  in  to  Toulon  at  0900/23  November. 

l^th  operation  interrupted, 
U  81  put  in  to  Pola  at  O93O/23  November  from 

his  l6th  operation. 
U  565  put  in  to  Salamis  at  0800/23  November 

from  his  15th  operation, 

c)  JiL£2£k  Cat0300)j 


1)  Toulon s  U  73,  3 80 2  410,  4p0,  593,  642, 

2)  Polas    U  453,  596. 

1 1 •   AJ-r^re^c^n^lsjs.anc^  % 

A.  Western. JfeAiiLQrrjmean 1 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers,  around 
Corsica,  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 
III.  Re.ppr,ts^j3j.i.,t.he^enem;^  s 

A.  Wes  t  erri  Jfedj/fce _r Tang  an: 
a)  By JJ-.bg iatg, s 

Nothing  to  report, 
k )  S2L  air^  r e connais sance  s 

0910/23  November  CH  8357  approximately 

40  merchant  steamers, 
course  80°,  speed  6  knots. 
(Sec  22  November,  III.A.b.^.b) 

1315/23  November  CH  8392  50  ships,  of  these 

5  large  liners,  2  tankers, 
2  corvettes  were  identified. 

1625/23  November  CH  9447  convoy  stopped. 
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1715/23  November  CH  9448  convoy  continued. 

26  merchant  steamers, 

8  landing  craft, 

6  destroyers   in  all-round 
screen,    course  90°  >    speed 

9  knot  s . 

All  messages  referred  to  the  same  large 
eastbound  convoy. 

°)  By  radio  inter eept  services  ) 

c0  By,  G.-I.S.,  st ations i  )  Nothing  to 

)  report. 

B  •  Eastern  Mediterranean,  s 

Nothing  special  to  report. 

LV ,   Current  U-boat,  operations  % 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed.  Forces  Report 
and  were  informed  of  the  large  eastbound  convov  as 

in  IIJ.A.b, 

V «    a )  Successes : 

Nothing  to  report. 

b)  Losses? 

One  of  the  German  naval  officers  who  returned 
from  captivity  in  Britain  (Lt.(s.g.)  Mende) 
has  reported  the  following  on  the  loss  of 
U.AQ9.  (Massmann)s 

The  boat  was  surprised  and  attacked  by  an  air- 
craft at  night  about  40  miles  north  of  Algiers. 
He  was  forced  to  submerge,   2  hours  later  a 
destroyer  began  a  depth  charge  pursuit  in  the 
course  of  which  130  depth  charges  were  dropped. 
U  409  had  to  surface  probably  because  of 
damage,  the  extent  of  which  could  not  be 
determined  exactly.   The  boat  was  sunk  by 
gunfire  from  the  destroyer,  possibly  also  by 
scuttling  carried  out  by  the  boat's  Engineer 
Officer,   38  men  are  believed  to  have  been 
picked  up  by  the  destroyer,  11  are  missing 
including  the  First  Wat chkee ping  Officer. 
Shortly  before  it  was  lost,  a  steamer  of 
6,000  or  8,000  G.R.T.  was  sunk,  the  name  of 
which  was  given  as  "Davis", 

The  officer  reporting  received  this  information 
from  the  Engineer  Officer  and  Warrant  Quarter- 
master of  the  U-boat,   According  to  what 
another  repatriated  officer  said  (Major  on  the 
General  Staff  d'Elsa)  U  409  was  destroyed  on 
11  July.   No  documents  fell  into  the  enemy's  . 
hands , 
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V I  •       jjqner^l^j/bu^io^n : 

On  23  November  G-.I.S.  Head  Station  submitted  a 
request  to  Captain  U-l^oats  through  Commander 
Wendrich,  to  assist  in  preventing  an  exchange  of 
saboteurs  near  S.Tropez  by  allocating  a  U-boat. 
According  to  a  reliable  sotjree  the  act  will  take 
place  on  the  night  of  26/2.7  or  27/28  or  at  the  very 
latest  28/29  November.   The  group  of  agents  will 
be  landed  southeast  of  S. Tropes  from  an  enemy 
submarine.   As  the  action  seems  promising  in  view 
of  the  definite  information,  U  593j  ready  to  sail 
on  25  November,  will  occupy  a  waiting  position  in 
the  area  concerned  for  a  few  days,   U  593  will 
not  yet  be  ready  on  25  November  for  a  longer 
operation, 

(Signed)   Kreisch, 


24  November,   1943 

I ,         a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at,  0,800  according; 
to  naval  grid  squares s  " 

A.  E§jdi§2CJLi^§J^^ 

U  223   sea  area  Cape    Ivi-Cape  Coroeiin, 
U  6l6  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

B.  Eastern,  Medit er rane^n  s 

U  407  CO  55. 

b)  U~bpats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
jggflo'  to  QoWs 

U  453   F^t   out   from  Pola  at   1615/24  November 
on  his  14th  operation, 

c)  In  .TDort  .(at-. 0800); 


1)  Toulon:       u  73 ,   371,  380,  410,  450,   593?  642. 

2)  Pola:  U  81,   453 ,   596. 

3)  Salamlss     U  565. 

II*       MiL^^S£M-X^JiPS'i=i2£}2.  '• 

A.  Western  Mediterra ne an s 

R e  c  o nna i s  sane e  ar  0 und  Corsica,  S ar  d  inia , 

Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

3 •  Eastern  Mediterranean s 

Reconnaissance   of  Adriatic,    Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 
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III.  Reports  on  the  enemy : 

A.  ^(^Jiexn  J^djLtc^^^^an s 

a)  ^-Jiiboatss 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  re  c pnnai ss ance s 

1)  0705/24  November  CJ  7844  4  coastguard 

vessels,  course  270°, 
high  speed, 

2)  0705/24  November  CJ  7753  1  merchant 

steamer,  3,000  G.R.T. 
(lighted),  course  270°, 
moderate  speed. 

3)  0800-1230/24  November  CJ  7367  4  merchant 

ships  up  to  3,000  G.R.T, 
northeasterly' course. 

4)  2145/24  November  CJ  4335  2  shins,  course 

and  speed  not  known, 

5)  2247/24  November  CJ  1673  2  small  lighted 

ships, 

°)  By  radio  intercept  service  % 

Nothing  to  report, 
d)  By  G.I.o.  stations? 


1)  0745/24  November  1  "Birmingham"  class 

cruiser  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic, 

2)  1130/24  November  1  French  auxiliary 

cruiser  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic, 

e)  By  naval  forces  % 

Not  hin g  t o  r  0 p or  t . 

B .  Eastern  Mediterranean  1 

Nothing  special  to  report. 

fy '       Ciyrcnt  U-boat  operations,  1 

The  date  of  sailing  of  U  596  (Nonn)  arranged 
for  24  November  has.  been  postponed  until  the 
arrival  of  a  Wanze  G  2  from  Toulon  as  the  set 
which  came  for  the  boat  was  not  working. 
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The  boats  were  informed  of  enemy  movements  as 
follows s 

1644/24  November  as  in  III.A.b.l. 
1831/24  November  as  in  III. A. b. 3. 

V.  a)   Successes s    ) 

)    Nothing  to  report, 
b)    Lo s_s e s  s  ) 

V I .  _Qgner a.l  s it ua t ion s 

At  1300  on  24  November  an  attack  was  made  by 
approximately  100  aircraft  on  Toulon  docks,  causing 
the  following  damage,  casualties  and  losses  % 

U-boat  base  Mourillon  is  completely  out  of  action, 
U-boat  base  Missiessy  partly  usable. 
U-boat  personnel  casualties s   1  dead,  3  severely 
wounded,  8  slightly  wounded,  1  missing. 

Damage  to  U-boats  % 

U  38O  3  holes  in  the  pressure  hull. 

U  73  upper  deck  damaged  by  a  crashing  floating 

crane , 
U  450  extensive  damage,  both  batteries  and  bow 

tubes  gashed. 
U  371  diving  tank  5  and  hydroplanes  damaged. 
U  593  damage  cannot  be  confirmed  until  after  the 

trimming  experiment  and  trials. 

Damage  in  the  docks  1 

Severely  damaged  1      electric  generating  station, 
the  whole  of  the  E-boat  works,  paint  factory  and 
store,  foundry,  U-boat  fitting  shop  and  quay  works. 
Temporary  total  breakdown  of  dock  current  supply, 
110  and  10-ton  crane  destroyed,  150-ton  crane 
severely  dama god. 

Some  of  the  U-boat  personnel  will  have  to  be 
accommodated  in  Costabelle  (20  km.  east  of  Toulon) 
because  of  the  partial  destruction  of  the  quarters 
in  the  Missiessy  base. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


2.5.  J-i°ypp''D,Q? 

I,         a)   Daily  U-boat  .positions  at  0800  according 
to  naval  .grid,  squares  s 

A »  We^tej?i^fejJ4AeXI;i^I^aJ5 : 

U  223   sea  area  Cape   Ivi-Cape  Corbelin. 

TJ  616  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 
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B.  Sa...stQr.n Jfe_di t erra nean : 

U  40?  CO  55, 

U  453  CJ  37   (outward  bound). 

b)   U-boats  homeward  and  .^utwaTd, Jipund,  from 
oSocTTo  "oBoo's 


U  593   put   out  at  1830/25  November  on  his 
15'bh  operation. 

c)   In  port   (at  0800) s 

1)  Toulon s       U  73,   371,   380,   410,   4 50, 

593 9  642. 

2)  Polas  U  81,    596. 

3)  Salamiss      U  565. 

1 1  •       Air  reconnajy^ajjffe.  s 

A»  fffe-St em, .. Me d iter t ane an 1 

Reconnaissance   as  far   as  Habibas   Islands, 
around  Corsica,   Sardinia,   Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B»  ^asJlgrn  Ife.dJJicrrjmean  1 

Reconnaissance   of  Adriatic,    Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.     R  ej? prjbs^on.  J_he_  _Qjie my, 1 

&■•   lie  stern ,  He  d i ter  rane  an  % 

a)  By,.JD>^b_oats : 
Nothing  to  report, 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance j 


1)  1219/25  November  CH  7441  I  British 

auxilary  sailing  vessel 
of  1,000  G.R.T,,  course 
70° , 

2)  a)  1309/25  November  CH  7658  convoy, 

16  troopships  up  to 
20,000  G.R.T.  each, 
5  destroyers,  course 
50°,  speed  12  knots, 
b)  1735/2.5  November  CH  8445  convoy  of 

18  transports, 
4  destroyers,  course 
70°,  speed  12  knots. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  services 


Nothing  to  report. 
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d)  3y  G . 1 . G .  s  tat  ions ; 

1)  1800/24  November  Cape  Spartel  sighted 

convoy  making  for  the 
Mediterranean.    So  far 
18  large  ships, 
apparently  troopships 
and  8  destroyers  made 
out  (see  III.A.b.2). 

2)  1020/25  November  Punta  Carnero;   1  French 

cruiser,  apparently 
"Jeanne  d'Arc"  class. 

e )  By  naval  forces i 
Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Fa s  t c  rn  Me di t e rr anean  t 

Nothing  special  to  report. 

Because  of  damage  to  teleprinter  communication 
with  the  outside  world  caused  by  the  air  raid  on 
Toulon  on  24  November,  only  reports  of  enemy 
movements  were  received,  sent  by  radio. 

IV .  Current  U-boat  operations : 

U  593  (Kelbling)  put  out  to  attack  submarines  in 
l'nsh'o'r  e  wa  t  e r  s  , 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  were  informed  of  the  enemy  sighting  in 
III.A.b„2.b. 

V .  a  )  Successes  ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Los s es ;    ) 

V I .  Ge ner a  1  s  i  t  ua  1 1  o n s 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


26  November,  1945 

I .    a )  paily;  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
"bo   'naval  grid  "squares  i 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 

U  223  sea  area  Cape  Ivi-Cape  Corbelin, 
U  616  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 
U  593  CJ  14. 
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B,  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

u  407  co  55. 

U  453  CK  47. 

"b )   E-bpjits,  homeward  and   outward  'bound,  from 
0800  to~~0lT00s 


No  boats. 
c)    In  port    (at  0300) 


.4 


1)  Toulon:   U  73,  371,  380,  410,  450.  642, 

2)  Pola:     U  81,  596. 

3)  Salamiss  U  5&5  * 

II •   Air  roc onna is sance s 

A.  W estern  Me d i t e r r ane an s 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Algiers,  around 
Corsica  and  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

B ,  Eastern  Mediterranean 2 

Reconnaissance   of  Adriatic,    Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.     Reports   on  the  enemy; 

A.  We  stern  Me  d  i  t  e rrane a  n 1 

a)  By  U~.pp,at s ; 
Nothing  to  report, 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 

The  convoy  of  troopships  was  sighted  by 
our  aircraft  several  times, 

1)  a)  0750/26  November  CE  9472  convoy  of 

15  ships .  4  destroyers, 
4  corvettes ,  easterly 
course. 

b)  0850/26  November  CH  9446  convoy  of  at 

least  20-25  ships, 
the  majority  troop- 
ships, course  80°, 
speed  9  knots. 

c)  1220/26  November  CH  9438  convoy  of  16 

ships ?  5  destroyers 
identified,  course 
80°,  speed  12  knots. 

d)  1545/26  November  CE  9566  convoy  of  15 

ships,  the  majority 
troopships,  6 
destroyers,  course 
90°,  speed  15  knots. 
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Other  sightings? 

2)  1010/26  November  CJ  9455  convoy, 

1  destroyer,  5  merchant 
ships  up  to  5,000  G. R.T.? 
course  30°?  slow  speed. 

3)  10^5/26  November  CJ  4386  apparently 

2  M.T.B.s,  course  300°, 
high  speed. 

4)  2230/26  November  CJ  4375  3  ships,  course 

and  speed  not  known, 

5)  1010/26  November  CJ  3972  2  merchant  ships 

up  to  1,000  G.R.T., 
course  90°,  speed  7  knots, 

°)  By  radio  intercept,  service; 

Nothing  to  report, 

^)  By  G.I.S...  stations; 

1815/25  November  1  laden  freighter, 

1  destroyer,  1  corvette 
put  out  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Mediterranean, 

e)  BY. Jj.avftJL.-f orc.es s 

Nothing  to  report, 

B,  Eastern  Mediterraneans 

Nothing  special  to  report, 

FJ  •     Current,  U-boat  operations,; 

U  407  (Brliller)  was  ordered  to  send  a  short 
situation  report  if  possible,  if  not  to  report 
his  position.   No  signal  was  received. 

The  boats  were  informed  of  enemy  movements  as 
follows; 

1430/26  November  as  in  III. A. b. 2. 

I.545/26  November  as  in  III.A.b.l.a. 

1930/26  November  as  in  III. A. b. I.e. 

1545/26  November  as  in  III.A.b.l.d, 

U  565  (Henning) ,  who  put  in  to  Salamis  on 
23  November  from  the  operational  area  in  the 
Aegean,  is  again  under  the  Command  of  Captain 
U-boats  for  operational  purposes  at  the  orders  of 
Naval  War  Staff  1st  Division  (Operations). 

V,        a)   Sue cess eg. s    ) 

)    Nothing  to  report, 
b)    Losses, s  ) 
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v - •   General  situation s 

In  spite  of  the  damage  caused  in  the  dockyard  by 
the  air  raid  on  Toulon  on  24  November,  repairs 
to  U-boats  can  still  be  carried  out  in  Toulon. 
The  damaging  of  a  few  boats  has  in  consequence 
delayed  their  being  made  ready. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


27  November.,  1943 

I.  a)  Daily  U-boat,  positions.  at.,_0800  according 

to, _J&v&X-'-££'3£-  ^JlgJ-lQ-S ' 

U  223   sea  area  Cape    Ivi-Cape  Corbelin, 
U  616  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 
U  593  CJ  14. 

B,   Ea s t e  r  n  lied 1 . t err .anean s 

U  407  00  55 5 
U  453  OK  47. 

b)   U-boaJbs^homejfard..  and,  outward  bound  frog} 
PiT0itt£.i£0Q  i 

No  boats. 

1)  Toulon;        U  73 ,    371,   380,    410,   450,   642. 

2)  Polas  U  81,   596. 

3)  Salami's  s     U  56$. 

I I .  Air  reconna is, sane  e  s 

Reconnaissance   as  far   as  Algiers,   around 
Corsica  and  Sardinia,   Tyrrhenian  Se;  . 

B.   E^.stjSTrWJe^tor r area.n s 

Reconnaissance   of  Adriatic,    Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy % 

A#  Vfe stern  Lied iterra^nean % 

Not  hi  ng  to  r  e  p  oi  t . 
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b)  By,  air  reconnaissance '. 

1)  0746/27  November  CJ  7842  1  cargo-carrying 

passenger  ship  of  8,000- 
10,000  G.R.T.,  course  90°, 
slow  speed. 

2)  0913/27  November  CH  9642  2  destroyers 

stopped . 

3)  On  22  November  air  reconnaissance 

discovered  2  battleships 
in  Algiers,  probably  the 
"Richelieu"  and  the 
"Renown" o 

c)  By  radio  interce-ot  service  s 
Nothing  to  report. 

d )  By  G.I.S.  stat ions  s 


1)  0830/27  November  2  destroyers  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

2)  15*30/27  November  Tres  Forcass   1  "Repulse" 

class  battleship, 

2  destroyers,  making  for 

the  Atlantic. 

3)  On  22  November  the  battleship  "Richelieu" 

lay  in  Algiers  according 
to  an  agent's  report, 

e)  By  r^ayal  forces? 

Nothing  to  report, 

a)  By;  U-bpatss 

Nothing  to  report , 

b)  PX  a.^-,r.  ,r,ecpnn8d3j.ajnce  s 

1000/27  November  CO  4421  1  cruiser, 

4  destroyers,  4  merchant 
ships  up  to  10 ? 000  G.R.I. , 
16  merchant  ships  up  to 
5,000  G.R.T.,  course  128°. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  services 


1050/27  November  CO  4128  British  unit  reported 

aircraft  shadowing  convoy, 
course  128°,  speed  8  knots 
(see  III.B.b) , 

<*)  By  G»I«S.  stations;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
°)  By  naval  forceps    ) 
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IV  •   ffjffXGJ^t^j^qa. t  o rjcr  at  ions  : 

U  407  (Br tiller)  and  ]L22^   (Wachter)  were  ordered 
to  "report  their  positions.   U  407  reported  from 
CO  5442  that  the  boat  has  so  far  carried  out 
unsuccessful  attacks  on  1  light  cruiser,  1  east- 
bound  convoy  and  1  battleship,  without  managing 
to  fire  a  shot, 

HJ222.   (Kelbling)  was  informed  that  the  action 
planned  (see  War  Diary  of  23  November)  will  take 
place  on  the  night  of  27/28  November , 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report 
and  were  informed  of  enemy  movements  as  follows  1 

1946/27  November  as  in  III. A. b. 2, 
1943/27  November  as  in  III.B.b, 
2345/27  November  as  in  III.A.d.l, 

V.    a)  Successes s  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losse s 1  ) 

V I „   General  situation % 

The  Fllhrer  has  awarded  Lt;(3»g«)  Fenski 
(Commander  of  U  407)  the  Knight's  Cross. 

(Signed)   Kreisch, 


.gS.jfov^niijer,^,!^, 

I.  a)   Daily  U-boat   positions  at  .0800  according 

to  naval  grid   squares: 

A.  We  s  te r  n  Jfe  d i /tor rang  a n : 

U  223   sea  area  Capo   Ivi-Cape  Corbelin, 
U  6l6  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 
u  593  cj  14. 

B »  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

u  407  CO  54, 
U  453   CK  47. 

b)  .U-boats^  homeward   and^jpivfcward.  bound.,  from 

Moo.Tq  oTToo: 

No  boats, 

c)  In  port    (at   OGOO) : 

1)  Toulons       U  73.   371,    330,   410,   450,   642, 

2)  Pola:  U  811   596. 

3)  Salamis  s     U  565 0 
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II  •       A ir  recpjma.issance_ i 

A»  I(os t,o.rn_ J'leclit err anean s 

Reconnaissance   around  Corsica,   Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B»  Eastern. Jfedit er r anean £ 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,    Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

Ill*     B£J?.or  ts^^^e^ejoem^ ! 

A.  Western  Medit erjra^nean s 
a)  By;  U-bqa ts, s 

Nothing  to  report. 

0800-1010/28  November  CJ  1685  2  coasting 

freighters,  hove  to 

c)  By  radio  intercept  services 


According  to  radio  intelligence  an  eastbound 
convoy  was  in  the  Bizerta  sea  area  on  the 


evening  of  28  November, 


d)  By  0.1,8.  stations 


1)  0815/28  November  Tres  Forcas s  1  aircraft 

carrier,  1  gunboat,  making 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

« 

2)  1400/28  November  Tres  Forcas  1  1  convoy 

making  for  the  Atlantic? 
9  transports  with  2 
funnels  each,  20  freighters, 
8  destroyers,  3  cruisers, 
5  battleships. 

Note  by  Captain  U-boats s  The  information  of 
the  battleships  is  not  reliable, 

°)  By  naval  forces,; 

Nothing  to  report. 

B  •  Eas  tern.  Ife  dit err  anean  % 

a)   By  U-boats: 


U  407:   1117/28  November  CO  5489  1  light 

cruiser . 

b )  SX.  air  reconnaissance  2 

0940/28  November  off  Termoli  harbor  5  merchant 

ships,  approximately  3*000 
G.R.T.  each. 
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°)  By  radio  intercept,  service; 

One  eastbound  convoy  was  intercepted  on 
the  morning  of  28  November  in  the  sea 
area  around  Malta.    (Probably  as  in 
III.E.b  of  27  November.) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
e)  By  naval,  forces,;    ) 

TV •   Ciyrent  , U-boat  operations, s 

U  4*?3  (von  Schlippenbach)  reported  the  completion 
of  mine laying  off  Brindisi  and  received  orders  to 
make  for  Pola.   U  453  intends  to  be  at  approach 
point  H  off  Pola  at  0700  on  1  December. 

U  2.23  (Wachter)  reported  his  position"  at  2006 
from  CH  9541. 

U  ,593  (Kelbling)  asked  whether  the  operation  had 
ended  as  he  saw  nothing  on  the  night  in  question  - 
27/28  November  -  (see  War  Diary  of  27  November) . 
As  the  operation  is  over  according  to  information 
from  Commander  Wendrich,  U  593  has  been  recalled 
to  Toulon  and  intends  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  off 
Toulon  at  0800  on  29  November. 

U  407  (Bruller)  reported  a  success  (see  V.a) . 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report 
and  were  informed  of  enemy  movements  as  follows; 

1535/28  November  as  in  III.A.d.l. 
0110/29  November  as  in  III.B.b. 

V.    a)  Successes ; 

UAQZ  at  1117  on  28  November  in  CO  5489 
TlO  miles  north  of  Ras  Amer)  obtained  one  hit 
from  a  fan  of  four  on  a  light  cruiser.   The 
cruiser  continued  with  slow  revolutions. 
The  boat's  signal  was  transmitted  at  235°. 
According  to  a  radio  intercept  report  a 
U-boat  was  attacked  vvith  depth  charges  at 
1320  in  CO  5811.   This  very  probably  was 
U  407. 

b)  Losses s 

Nothing  to  report, 
V ~  •   General,  .situation ; 

According  to  an  agent's  report  a  fairly  large 
allied  landing  will  take  place  shortly  in  Italy. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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29.  November.,.  12.43, 


~t*  a)    Daily.  JJ.-fcQA'k,  .PP.sA.'^ofl3  Aft  .Q^QQ  according 

&LJ£££U&JiQLML  .squares : 

A.  Wgi3 1 er n  i  Afedit, erranean : 

U  223   sea  area  Cape   Ivi-Cape   Corbelin, 

U  6l6  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

U  593  CH  33    (homeward  boiind). 

-'•   Eastern  Mediterranean  1 

U  407  CO  55, 

U  4^3  CJ  63  (homeward  bound). 

"b)  U-boat?  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
oB-Q-Q. l:o  .o^QO  s 

U  593  put  in  to  Toulon  at  0900/29  November  after 
completing  his  special  operation  (attacking  a 
submarine) . 

c)  In  .port  i  (at  OSOO)  1 

1)  Toulon?   IT  73,  371,  380,  4.10,  450,  642. 

2)  Polas     U  31,  596. 

3)  Salami s  1     U  %5 » 

- ^ •   Air,  r e  c  onna  igjg  a  nc  e_  s 

A •  J{g. rster n  _ ifejdj^terr TAA-e-A.^ s 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhe nia  n  S e a . 

B.  Fas t grn Jfecli. t or ra.neo. n  1 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean, 
sea  area  northwest  of  Benghazi. 

III.  Reports  on  the,  enemy  % 

a)  By  jJ.Lbga.ts  ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

I3)  £y_  aTir_j? e  c ^nna insane _e  % 

0935/29  November  CJ  4852  1  merchant  ship, 

stopped. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service  1 

Nothing  to  report. 
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d)  f'X-Sj'J: » S ..  .stations ; 

1)  1100/29  November  Punta  Carnero  large  convoy 

of  66  ships  bound  for 
the  Atlantic, 

2)  1800/29  November  9  French  freighters  in 

ballast,  2  escort  vessels 
put  out  from  CTJ.br altar 
for  the  Mediterranean, 

3)  2000/29  November  2  freighters  in  ballast, 

1  escort  vessel  put  out 
from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean, 

Nothing  to  report, 
B.  EasteHQ . Jig -4.it. er ra ne_a n s 
a.)  Ey_.  U-boats,; 

Nothing  to  report, 

1)  0745/29  November  CO  4483  5  transports, 

7  large  freighters, 
1  escort,  course  101°, 
speed  12  knots, 

2)  0824/29  November  CO  4117  1  transport, 

1  escort,  course  110°, 
speed  14  knots, 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 


1)  a)  0746/29  November  CO  4483  unit  reported 

aircraft  shadowing 
formation  (see 
III.B.b.l). 

b)  1450/29  November  CO  4598  unit  again 

reported  aircraft 
shadowing  formation, 
course  89° 5  speed 
12  knots. 

c)  1610/29  November  CO  4678  unit  reported 

15  aircraft  attacking. 

2)  a)  0824/29  November  CO  4117  escort  reported 

1  aircraft  shadower, 

b)   1525/29  November  CO  4516  unit  reported 

2  aircraft  shadowing 
the   convoy,    course 
126 ° ,    speed  15  knots. 

According  to  a  radio   intercept  report 
there   are   in  the  Malta-Benghazi  area  4 
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convoys  including  those  intercepted  in  1)  and 
2).  The  positions  of  the  other  two  were  not 
given. 

d  )  By  _C.I.S  ,  stations  :  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
e )  By  na  ya 1  forces  ;    ) 

-V •    Current  U-boat  operations : 

U  616  was  ordered  to  report  his  position  or,  if 
possible,  send  a  short  situation  report.    The  boat 
did  not  report. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  were  Informed  of  enemy  movements  as 
follows  t 

1954/29  November  as  In  III.B.b.l  and  2. 
2344/29  November  as  In  III.B.c.l.c. 
0058/50  November  as  in  III. A. d. 2. 

V .  a  )  Successes  i  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Los sos :    ) 

VI.  General  s ituation : 

A.  As  a  result  of  the  air  raid  of  24  November  on 
Toulon  the  dates  of  completion  of  a  few  boats 
will  be  subject  to  delay,  in  some  cases 
considerable.    The  following  picture  Is 
obtained : 

U  73   slight  delay  through  indirect  damage  (crane 
fell  on  upper  dock). 

U  642  delay  of  about  one  week  caused  by  loss  of 
workshop.   Boat  itself  suffered  no  damage, 

U  380  delay  of  about  a  fortnight  due  to  damaged 
pressure  hull, 

U  450  and  U  571  delay  of  probably  one  month  owing 
to  considerable  damage, 

U  371  diving  tank  5  damaged,  multi-unit  hydro- 
phones' oscillator  destroyed, 

U  450  battery  and  torpedo  tubes  damaged.   At 
present  we  have  no  information  as  to 
whether  either  boat  will  require  the  tubes 
to  be  changed, 

B.  Group  South  in  teleprint  messages  Most  Secret 
8209* dated  26  November  and  8262  dated  27  November 
reported  as  follows  (excerpt) s 

1)  In  the  opinion  of  Group  South  the  subdivision 
of  anti-submarine  sweep  areas  in  the  Central 
and  Eastern  Mediterranean  for  the  Luftwaffe 
has  no  longer  any  purpose  as  It  has  often  not 
been  possible  to  attack  submarines  sighted  in 
view  of  the  uncertainty  as  to  whether  they 
were  our  U-boats  or  enemy  submarines, 

2)  Group  South  considers  it  necessary  to  grant 
our  aircraft  permission  to  attack  submarines 
outside  the  closed  area  also,  when  continuous 
Information  as  to  the  movements  of  our  boats 
is  necessary, 

confidential  -763- 

security  inf(kil;tion  325 


CC'-TIDEZTTIAL 

3)  Captain  U-boats  is  requested  to  examine  how 
the  radio  signals  received  fron  the  boats 
may  be  most  speedily  passed  on  to  Group 
South  and  the  Admiral-in-Command  concerned. 

Captain  U-boats  gave  his  views  in  Teleprint 
Message  Most  Secret  3498  dated  29  November 
to  Group  South,  for  information  Admiral 
Aegean  and  Admiral  Adriatic: 

1)  Anti-submarine  hunt  areas  lie  only  in 
our  area  and  in  areas  where  our  traffic 
runs,  in  which  only  enemy  U-boats  are 
attacked.   I'ormer  hunt  areas  corres- 
ponded to  this  principle  and  their 
division  has  worked  well.    It  was 
recommended  for  the  Adriatic  to  reduce 
the  former  closed  area  D  6  (the  whole  of 
the  sea  area  north  of  42°  N)  by  a  line 
joining  3175,  3485,  6399  with  the  aim  of 
having  our  U-boats  proceed  only  "west  of 
this  line  so  that  the  coastal  areas  in 
the  eastern  Adriatic  are  always  free  for 
anti-subma rine  sweeps . 

2)  The  operational  areas  of  our  U-boats  are 
in  the  area  of  enemy  traffic  chiefly  from 
the  Straits  of  Ctranto  to  Malta  and  en 
the  coasts  of  Cyrenaica  and  Palestine. 
Orders  prevailing  up  to  now  forbidding 
attacks  on  submarines  in  the  operational 
area  of  our  boats  lave  been  justified. 
Moreover  successful  attacks  on  enemy  sub- 
marines in  the  open  sea  area  are 
unbelievably  small  as  our  forces  are  not 
sufficient  for  effective  anti-submarine 
sweeps  under  our  coast.   Extending  anti- 
submarine sweeps  to  the  open  sea  area 
therefore  only  causes  additional  wastage 
of  time  and  work  in  notifying  all  parti- 
cipating stations  of  the  movements  of  our 
boats  and  conceals  an  intolerable  danger 
of  exposure.    Captain  U-boats  reports  m 
cases  where  a  sea  area  is  not  used  by  our 
U-boats  for  a  fairly  long  period  as,  e.g. 
the  whole  Eastern  Mediterranean  in  recent 
months.   The  present  introduction  of 
closed  area  D  50  (the  area  east  of  25° 
outside  the  closed  areas  in  the  Aegean 

to  the  coast  of  Palestine)  takes  this 
sufficiently  into  account. 

Summary  of  1 )  and  2 ) : 

Captain  U-bo^ts  sues  no  need  to  alter 
the  present  handling  of  an ti- submarine 
activity.   Changes  cause  unrest  and 
uncertainty. 

3)  Continual  transmission  of  positions  of 
the  boats  is  unnecessary  and  dangerous 
in  the  opinion  of  Captain  U-boats, 
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4)  Captain  U-boats  recommends  the  following 
for  the  transmission  of  important  messages 
to  Group  South  and  Admiral  Aegean? 
That  Officer-in-Charge  U-boat  Ease  Salamis, 
who  has  access  to  all  U-boat  wireless 
messages  through  Naval  Communications 
Officer  Athens,  be  instructed  to  pass  on 
immediately  by  teleprinter  to  Group  South 
and  Admiral  Aegean  any  radio  messages 
recognized  to  be  of  importance  for  Group 
South,   Captain  U-boats  then  would 
occasionally  remind  the  U-boat  Base 
Salamis  of  transmission,  on  the  command 
wave  for  safety. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


30  November,    1943 


ft 


I«  a)   Daily  U-boat   -positions   at   0600  according 

to.,  naval  ..grid  squares  § 

A.  Western  Mediterranean s 

U  223  Cape   Ivi-Cape  Corbelin  area, 
U  6lo  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean s 

U  407  CO  55, 
U  453   CJ  62. 

"k )    U-boats  homevTg.rd^.anrl    outward  bound  from 

o.o00-":b.or_o_8po  s 

U  596  put  out  at  1500/30  November  from  Pola 
on  bis  8th  operation. 

c)  In  port  .(at^OgpOjj 

1)  Toulon s      u  73,  37l9  380,  410.  450,   593,  642 

2)  Pola;  U  81,    596, 

3)  Salamis  1     U  %5 • 

^«       Air  reconnaissance; 

A»  Western  Mediterraneans 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,   Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

B«   Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

Koconnaissance  of  Adriatic,    Ionian  Sea,   Aegean. 
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1 1 1 »     R.^Q^tG__cn^jyie-_grieEiY  s 

A.   We stern  Mediterr anean s 

Nothing  to  report. 
to)  By;  air  rg^ofiJiaissan^e  s 

1)  094-0/30  November  CJ  48?2  2  merchant   ships 

of  500  G.R.T.  each5 

1  guardboat,  course  90°. 

2)  1105/30  November  CJ  7337  2  merchant  ships 

of  ^00  G.B.T.  each, 

1  guardboat 9  course  60°, 

3)  2104/30  November  CJ  9248  convoy  probably 

3 0-40  ships,  course  150°. 

c)  By;  radio  intercept  service; 

1)  According  to  radio  intelligence  a  west- 
bound convoy  was  in  the  sea  area  east 
of  Algiers  at  midday  on  3°  November. 

2)  According  to  bearings  and  radio  evaluation 
an  eastbound  convoy  passed  through  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar"  at  2200  on 

30  November.   Convoy  was  discovered  in 
350.380  j\Tj  i4o„  17o   Wj  a  U.S. A. -Mediterr- 
anean convoy,  and  is  presumed  to  be 
particularly  important. 

d )  By  G . I . S .  stations  s 


1)  0800  to  0900/29  November  (delayed  report) 

Ceutas  40  ships, 
3  destroyers,  4  escort 
vessels,  1  corvette 
making  for  the 
Mediterranean, 

2)  1620/30  November  Tres  Forcas; 

24  transports, 
8  destroyers,  2  gun- 
boats, making  for  the 
Atlantic. 

3)  I8OO/3O  November  Punt a  Carnero: 

1  French  cruiser  of 
the  "Montcalm"  class 
put  out  for  the 
Atlantic, 

4)  1200/30  November  Tres  Forcas 1 

3  freighters ?  2  escort 
vessels ?  making  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

°)  By  naval  forces.; 
Nothing  to  report. 
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B.  Eastern  Mediterranean' 


a) . By  U-boats: 

Nothing   to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  1110/30  November  Cd"  66l6  1  small 

coasting  vessel. 

2)  1400/30  November  GK  7218  7  merchant 

ships,  1  cruiser,  1 
large  escort  vessel, 
speed  slight, 
northerly  course. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service; ) 
_  .  _        . ) 

d)  By  0.1.3. stations:        )  Nothing  to 

)  report. 

e )  By  na  val  f  or  c  e  s :  ) 

IV .  Current  U-boat  operations; 

U  6.16  (Koitschka)  reported  his  position  from 
CJ  9431.    The  boat  has  so  far  observed  no 
traffic  in  the  operational  area. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed 
Forces  Report  and  were  informed  of  enemy 
movements  as  follows: 

2113/30  November  as  in  III.B.b.2. 
2231/30  November  as  in  III.A.d.l. 
OI27/I  December  as  in  III. A. b. 3. 
0129/1  December  as  in  III. A. d. 4. 

V.  a)    Successes;    ) 

)    Nothing  to  report. 

b)    Losses:  ) 

VI .  Ceneral   situation; 

In  answer   to    a   query  of   Captain  U-boats   put    to 
C-in-C  U-boats   concerning  further  plans   for 
filling  the  Mediterranean  with  U-boats,    bearing 
in  mind   the  fact   that  this  is   particularly 
urgent    since    some   of    our  boats  are   out  of   action 
for   a  fairly   long   period  owing  to   damage  from 
aircraft,    C-in-C  U-boats   replied    (7706  Most 
Secret   dated   30   November)    that  a    further 
allocation  of    single  U-boats  has   been  arranged    if 
U  230    (Siegmann)'s    experiences   are  favorable. 
}  U  230   is  bound  for   the  Mediterranean  from  Brest  ' 

and,    as  far  as   is  known,    put  out   on  24  November. 

(Signed)      Kreisch. 
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Synopsis  for  November 

I.   The  enemy  wear  and  tear  in  men  and  material  arising 
from  fighting  in  southern  Italy,  the  need  for 
replacements  caused  by  this  as" well  as  apparently 
greater  reinforcements  were  the  causes  of" very 
brisk,  strong  supply  traffic  from  the  Atlantic 
through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar.   Besides  innum- 
erable medium-sized  and  small  convoys,  7  large 
convoys  and  2  composed  entirely  of  transports  were 
intercepted.   Until  then,  the  arrival  of  6  large 
convoys  per  month  in  the  Mediterranean  was  considered 
normal . 

The  convoy  of  23  large  transports  totaling  375? 000 
G.R.T.  which  passed  Gibraltar  on  4  November 
probably  carried  60,000  men  and  was  the  first  large 
convoy  of  troops  from  the  U.S.A.  since  1  September. 
In  an  attack  by  our  aircraft  on  the  evening  of 
6 ^November,  14  ships  of  this  convoy  totaling 
150,000  G.R.T.  and  2  destroyers  were  hit.   A  large- 
convoy  of  supplies  from  England,  which  reached  the 
Mediterranean  on  10  November,  was  attacked  on 
11  November  off  Arzeu  by  our  aircraft.   20  units 
totaling  110,000  G.R.T.  were  hit  and  3  of  those 
totaling  23,000  G.R.T.  as  well  as  2  destroyers  were 
sunk. 

The  second  of  the  2  large  convoys  of  troopships 
(with  18  transports  totaling  270,000  G.R.T.)  was 
intercepted  at  midday  on  25  November  northwest  of 
Or an  and  attacked  successfully  by  our  aircraft  on 
26  November.   Probably  the  same  convoy  with  12 
transports  and  freighters  was  intercepted  and 
attacked  on  29  November  northwest  of  Benghazi. 
From  this,  it  would  seem  that  the  enemy  also  sends 
convoys  through  the  Sicilian  Channel, 

In  the  rhythm  of  replenishment  and  supply  the  enemy 
withdrew  empty  cargo  space  from  the  Mediterranean. 
The  withdrawal  of  landing  craft  was  also  continued. 
So  on  22  November  it  was  discovered  that  139  large 
landing  craft  had  been  withdrawn  up  to  then. 

The  visual  reconnaissance  of  Algiers  on  22  November 
obtained  an  impressive  picture  of  enemy  tonnage  in 
the  Western  and  Central  Mediterranean.   There  were 
in  the  harbor  35  ships  totaling  200,000  G.R.T.  and 
60  landing  craft,  in  the  roads  60  merchantmen 
(one-third  of  them  troopships)  totaling  approximately 
400,000  G.R.T.   On  the  same  day  approximately 
400,000  G.R.T.  shipping  lay  in  Naples  harbor  and 
roads,   Brindisi  and  Bari  were  also  used  increas- 
ingly by  the  enemy  as  supply  ports.   The  reconn- 
aissance of  Bari  on  12  November  revealed  40  to  50 
small  to  medium-sized  ships.   On  the  same  day  26 
ships  lay  in  Brindisi,   In  Sardinia  and  Corsica 
the  enemy  mainly  used  Cagliari,  Ajaccio  and 
Maddalena, 
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Tho  maximum  amount  of  enemy  cargo  space  until 
then  was  determined  to  be  approximately  5, 000, 000 
G.R.T.  on  6  November. 

Information  of  conditions  in  the  Eastern  Mediterr- 
anean is  slight  and  scrappy.   The  German  Air  Force 
is  mode^to  in  strength  and,  because  of  strong 
enemy  defenses,  not  in  a  position  to  fly  continuous 
reconnaissance  there. 

Enemy  traffic  concentrated  in  the  Western  Mediterr- 
anean on  the  North  African  coast  in  November  also. 
In  the  Central  Mediterranean  only  slight  traffic 
was  intercepted  on  the  route  Palermo-Naples  and 
Malta-Gulf  of  Taranto  and  Straits  of  Otranto. 
It  follows  that  the  boats  stationed  in  the  Western 
Mediterranean  must  operate  on  the  traffic  route  on 
the  African  coast,  in  the  Central  Mediterranean 
between  Otranto  and  Malta,  in  the  Eastern  Mediterr- 
anean on  the  coast  of  Cyrenaica, 

Information  regarding  heavy  enemy  units  did  not 
give  a  clear  picture  of  their  whereabouts. 

On  15  November,  1  "Nelson"  class  battleship  put 
out  from  Gibraltar  for  the  Atlantic  and  was 
intercepted  ISO  miles  west  of  Lisbon  at  midday  on 
16  November.   On  22  November  our  aircraft 
reconnaissance  reported  2  battleships  in  Algiers, 
viz.  the  "Richelieu"  and  the  "Renown".   One  of 
our  boats  sighted  a  battleship  off  the  coast  of 
Cyrenaica.   Date,  course  and  other  details  are 
not  known  as  the  U-boat,  which  put  out  on  11 
November,  was  still  in  the  operational  area  at 
the  end  of  the  month.   Since  8  November  a 
"Warspite"  class  battleship  has  lain  in  dock  in 
Gibraltar.   She  was  damaged  on  16  September  in 
Salerno  Bay  by  an  aerial  torpedo.   It  may  be 
assumed  that  the  following  were  in  the  Mediterr- 
anean at  the  end  of  the  month,  apart  from  t he- 
battleship  in  Gibraltar s   1  "Nelson"  class 
probably  in  Malta,  also  probably  the  "Renown" 
and  the  "Richelieu"  in  Algiers. 

II.  The  number  of  our  U-boats  was  13  at  the 

beginning  of  the  month,  including  U  450  which 
broke  through  from  the  Atlantic  on  31  October. 
Another  boat,  U  642,  passed  through  the  Straits 
on  6  November ,   Neither  boat  operated  as  they 
were  first  called  in  to  Toulon  so  that  we  would 
receive  their  experiences  on  breaking  through 
the  Straits  in  order  to  judge  them  with  regard 
to  operations  of  other  boats  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Mediterranean,   Both  boats  carried  out 
the  operation  without  any  special  difficulties 
and  it  was  revealed  that  it  was  an  advantage 
to  proceed  submerged.   Breaking  through  is  a 
great  strain  on  crews  with  periods  of  submersion 
lasting  up  to  40  hours.   A  necessary  preliminary 
for  the  break-through  submerged  is  a  full  battery. 
The  difficulty  of  the  task  is  still,  as  it  was 
before,  approaching  tho  western  entrance  to  the 
Straits  unobserved. 

-769- 

COFFIDKiTIAL 

SECURITY  INFORMATICS  33I 


t 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Another  boat,  U  230.  at  the  end  of  the  month  will 

be  on  his  way  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mediterranean. 

III.  The  small  number  of  boats  did  not  permit  the  strong 
enemy  traffic  to  be  countered  effectively. 
Unfortunately  only  2  boats  could  be  allocated  for 
the  Western  Mediterranean.   Of  these,  U  593  put 
in  to  port  on  7  November  from  the  sea  area  around 
Oran  while  the  second  boat,  U  223,  did  not  put  in 
until  20  November. 

U  81  operated  from  10  to  23  November  on  the  enemy 
shipping  route  from  Ms.lta  to  the  Straits  of  Otranto 
while  U  407  was  set  on  the  concentration  point  of 
enemy  supply  traffic  off  the  coast  of  Cyrenaica, 
which  always  brought  successes. 

U  565  operated  in  the  Aegean  to  support  the  re- 
capture of  the  enemy  occupied  island  of  Leros . 
After  the  close  of  the  operation  (Leros  capitulated 
on  18  November)  U  565  was  again  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  Captain  U-boats. 

U  453  completed  2  mine laying  operations. 

Apart  from  the  inadequate  number  of  boats  2  events 
checked  operations; 

1)  The  knowledge  that  the  radar  location  set 
"Wanze"  recently  installed  in  the  boats  was  not 
free  from  radiation  and  therefore  could  no  longer 
be  used  resulted  in  the  withdrav/al  of  U  38O  from 
the  Tyrrhenian  Sea,  as  well  as  U  81,  who  put  out 
from  Pola  on  6  November,  on  the  same  day  for  the 
installation  of  a  new,  probably  radiation-free 
sot,  the  "Wanze  2".   This  was  a  serious  measure, 
because  it  meant  that  2  boats,  one  at  operational 
readiness  and  one  already  in  the  operational  area, 
would  again  be  out  of  action  for  a  time.   But 
even  other  boats  '  sailings  were  delaj^ed  by  the 
installation  or  non-arrival  of  the  new  sets,  viz. 
U  616  and  U  223  hy  4  days,  U  596  by  6  days. 

2)  U-boat  warfare  command  in  the  Mediterranean 
received  a  considerable  blow  in  an  air  attach 
on  Toulon  by  approximately  100  enemy  bombers  on 
24  November . 

Damage  in  the  dock  and  U-boat  base  as  well  as  to 
a  few  boats  led  to  considerable  delays  in  some 
cases  In  the  making  ready  of  the  boats. 

In  detail; 

a)  U  73  Delay  of  7  days. 

The  boat  suffered  damage  when  a  crane 
fell  on  the  deck, 

b)  U  371  Delay  of  approximately  6  weeks. 

Diving  compartment  5  damaged,  multi-unit 
hydrophones  taken  dovm  and  Installed. 
Torpedo  tubes  damaged. 
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c)  U  38O  Delay  of  approximately  2  weeks. 

Pressure  hull  damaged  by  bombing. 

d)  U  410  Delay  of  approximately  1  month. 

The  boat  is  changing  the  barrels  of 
the  forward  tubes  as  a  result  of 
damage  caused  by  a  subchaser  when 
putting  in  to  port  on  3  October. 
The  delay  is  caused  by  the  loss  of 
workshops . 

e)  U  450  Delay  of  approximately  7  weeks. 

Battery  damaged.   Both  batteries 
taken  down  and  installed  and  40  or 
50  battery  cells  being  renevired. 

f)  U  642  Delay  of  approximately  3  weeks 

caused  by  loss  of  workshops. 

IV.  November  brought  few  successes  compared  with 
October,  chiefly  for  the  reasons  given  in  III. 

The  need  for  new  boats  to  be  brought  up  remains 
to  a  high  degree. 

The  number  of  boats  occupying  the  operational 
area  in  November  was  as  follows  1 


Day 

Western 
2 

Eastern 

Med. 

to* 

Outward 
bound 

1 

Homeward 
~Tcgnd 

1 

port 

9 

Total 

of.. 

boats 

1 

12 

IJ  45'  in 

addition 

2 

1 

- 

1 

2 

9 

13 

3 

2 

- 

1 

2 

8 

13 

4 

2 

M 

1 

2 

8 

13 

5 

1 

1 

M* 

2 

9 

13 

6 

1 

1 

— 

2 

9 

13 

U  642  in 
addition 

7 

- 

2 

- 

5 

7 

14 

8 

- 

- 

3 

9 

14 

9 

- 

2 

- 

2 

10 

14 

10 

- 

2 

— 

2 

10 

14 

11 

- 

2 

1 

2 

9 

14 

12 

- 

1 

2 

2 

9 

14 

13 

- 

1 

2 

2 

9 

14 

14 

— 

2 

1 

- 

11 

14 

15 

M 

3 

M 

- 

11 

14 

16 

tm 

3 

J. 

- 

10 

14 

17 

1 

3 

- 

— 

10 

14 

18 

1 

3 

- 

- 

10 

14 

19 

1 

3 

- 

- 

10 

14 

> 

20 

1 

3 

- 

- 

10 

14 

21 

1 

1 

9 

P 

8 

14 

22 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 

14 

23 

1 

- 

3 

8 

14 

0 

1 

MR 

~ 

11 

14 

2? 

2 

1 

1 

- 

10 

14 

26 

3 

2 

- 

- 

0 

14 

27 

3 

2 

M 

- 

9 

14 

28 

3 

n 

- 

- 

9 

14 

29 

O 

1 

■  • 

1 

10 

14 

30 

2 

1 

- 

1 

10 

14 
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Daily  average  In  the  periods: 


From 

Western 
Med. 

Eastern 
Med. 

Outward 
bound 

Homeward 
bomid 

In 
port 

1-10 
11-20 
21-30 

0-9 
0*4 
2.1 

1-0 

p. 4 

1-3 

0.4 

0»7 
0.4 

2-3 
0.6 
1.0 

8-8 
9.9 

9-2 

Daily  average  for  the  month 


i.e. 
V. 

Boat 


1-1 

7'9Qfo 


1*6 

11*61$ 


o-5 

3-63^ 


l»3 

9-43^ 


9-3 
67*48$. 


The  following  successes  were  obtained  in  the 
Mediterranean  in  Novembers 


Number  of 
merchant 

ships  sunk 


U  81 

u  223 

U  371 

u  380 

U  407 

U  450 

U  453 

u  565 

u  593 
u  596 
u  616 

U  642 

12  U- 
boats 


G.R 


7500 


7000 


14,500 


Warships 
sun1.-: 


1  sub- 
marine 


1  sub- 

mar  ine 


Days 
at  sea 


14 

11 

9 

1 1 


20 


8 

19 
22 

12 

1 
11 

.  jL 

146 


Remarks 


1  cruiser 
torpedoed 


1  cruiser 
torpedoed 


1)  12  boats  at  sea  for  146  days. 

2)  Tonnage  sunk  =  14.500  s  1,208-4  G.R.T.  per  boat 

Number  of  boats  "  12 

3)  Number  of  days  at  sea  ■  146  =  12  •  2  days  at  sea 
Number  of  boats'"        12        per  boat 

4)  Every  boat  at  sea  in  November  1943  sank  in  an 
average  of  12. 2  days  at  sea  1,208-4  G.R.T.  per 
boat,  i.e.  99  G.R.T.  per  boat  per  day. 

VI.   No  losses  were  incurred. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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I  December «,  1943 

I.  a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 

to.  naval  grid  squares? 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 

U  223  Cape   Ivi-Cape  Corbelin  area, 
U  6l6  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B,  Eastern  Mediterraneans 

U  407  CO  54, 

U  453  CJ  31  (homeward  bound) , 

U  5?6  CJ  62  (outward  bound). 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 

U  593  put  out  from  Toulon  at  1700/1  December 

on  his  16th  operation, 
U  453  put  in  to  Pola  at  0930/1  December  on 

his  14th  operation. 

c)  In  .port  (at,  0800)  1 

1)  Toulon:   U  73?  371,  38O,  410,  450,  593,  642. 

2)  Pola:     U  81. 

3)  Salamis :  U  565. 

II.  Air  re c onnai ssanc e : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alboran,  around 
Corsica,  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B*  Eas tern,  Me-d iter rAnj^an : 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.  Reports,  on  the  enemy : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean s 

a)  By  U-boats s 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air,  r e c p nna iss jmce ° 

1)  0815/1  December  CH  749S  1  merchant 

steamer  of  5,000  G.R.T. 

2)  0824/1  December  CH  7474  1  patrol  vessel. 

3)  0847/1  December  CH  7452  1  merchant 

steamer  of  3,000  G-.R.T., 
course  90°. 
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4)  1712/1  December  CH  8394  7  ships  (probably 

corvettes),  westerly 
course,  speed  10  knots. 

5)  1735/1  December  CH  9465  30  merchant  ships, 

5  destroyers,  course  90°, 
speed  8  knots  (probably 
convoy  of  III.A.d.l  of 
30  November,  1943). 

6)  2015/1  December  CJ  5923  35  merchant  ships, 

course  170°,  speed  8 
knots. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 

1)  The  U.S.A. -Mediterranean  convoy  which 
passed  Gibraltar  at  2200  on  30  November 
was  in  the  A lb or an- Or an  sea  area  on  the 
evening  of  1  December  according  to  a 
radio  evaluation. 

2)  A  Mediterranean-Britain  convoy  was  in 

the  Oran-Cape  Tenes  sea  area  on  1  December. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations; 

a)  0720/1  December  the  French  battleship 

"Lorraine",  1  "Cairo" 
class  cruiser  and 
3  destroyers  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic. 

b)  1915/1  December  the  "Lorraine"  and 

3  destroyers  put  out 
from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

e)  By  .naval  fore  ess 
Nothing  to  report. 

B«  Eastern  Mediterranean 1 

a)  By  U-boats : 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 

1)  2138/1  December  CJ  9368  1  ship,  course 

and  speed  not  known. 

2)  1346/1  December  CJ  9695  1  probable 

destroyer,  course  210°, 
speed  15  knots, 

°)  By  radio  intercept  service:  ) 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations  1  )   Nothing  to 

)  report. 

e)  By  naval  forces ;  ) 
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IV  .    Current  U-boat  ope  rat;  ions  ; 

It  Is  Intended  to  have  U  593  (Kelbllng)  proceed 
on  the  west  coast  of  Sardinia  southward  to  the 
operational  area  on  the  North  African  coast  between 
Bougie  and  Bone.   An  operation  afterwards  in  the 
Tyrrhenian  Sea  is  planned  If  reconnaissance 
reports  and  IT  616 's  present  operation  show 
favorable  results. 

U  73  (Deckert)  is  intended  for  operations  in  the 
Alb'oran-Oran  sea  area. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed 
Force's  Report  and  wore  notified  of  enemy  novemerits 
as  f ollows ; 

122l/l  December  as  in  III.A.c.2  of  30  November. 

0124/2  December  as  in  III.A.d.b, 

0120/2  December  as  in  III. A. b. 6. 

0332/2  December  as  in  1 1 1. A. b. 4  and  5. 

V .  a  )  3uccessosi ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses; 

VI.  G-e  n  e  r  a  I  s_l  t .ua_t ■  1  on  : 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


2  De  c  einb e  r, ,  1945 


1 ,     a )  Daily  U-boat  positions_  at  0800  according 
to  naval'  grid'  'squares'; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean; 

IT  223  Cape  Ivi-Cape  Corbelin, 

U  616  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

U  593  CJ  42  (outward  bound). 

B.  Ea  s t e r n  Me  d 1 1  e  r r a n e an ; 

U  407  CO  45, 
U  596  CK  47. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  OS 00  to  OS 00 ; 

No  boats. 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) ; 

1)  Toulon;   U  75,  371,  380,  410,  450,  642. 

2)  Pola;     U  SI,  453. 

3)  Salamis:  U  565, 
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I I .  A±T^Tecojmaisj:,jmce^ : 

A.  Western, Jfe di ter.ranean 5 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alboran,  around 
<"\  Corsica,  Sardinia,  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

B.  Eas tern  Med i te rranean ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.  Reports,  on  the  enemy s 

A.  Western  Mgjlte^rjjneaii s 

a)  By  U-boats s 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance; 


1)  0701/2  December  CH  9654  38  freighters, 

6  destroyers,  course 


90°,  speed  8 'knots. 


2)  1750/2  December  CH  7489  convoy  of  70 

freighters,  8  destroyers, 
course  90°,  speed  7 
knots . 

3)  1755/2  December  CH  7495  convoy  of  30 

freighters,  5  destroyers, 
course  270  ,  speed  7 
knots. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  services 

The  U.S. A. -Mediterranean  convoy  which 
passed  Gibraltar  at  2200  on  30  November, 
was  in  the  Oran-Cape  Tenes  sea  area  at 
about  1400/2  December  according  to  an 

estimation  and  bearing,    (See  III.A.c.l.) 


1)  a)  0800/2  December  Tarifas  Convoy  of 

approximately  70 
ships,  making  for 
the  Mediterranean 
(see  III. A. b, 2). 

b)  0930/2  December  Europa  Point  1 

Convoy  of  53  freighters, 
8  tankers,  6  American 
destroyers ?  2  corvettes, 
1  )  1  tug,  making  for  the 

Mediterranean, 


2)  0900/2  December  2  destroyers,  4  corvettes, 

2  minesweepers ?  1  tug 
put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 
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5)  0950/2  December  3  corvettes  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean ♦ 

4)  1500/2  December  Tres  Forcas ;   1  convoy  of 

22  ships  making  for  the 
Atlantic. 

e)  By  naval  forces; 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Ea s  t  e r n  Me d 1 1  e r r an ea n : 

Nothing  to  report. 

IV .  Current  U-boat  operations ; 

U  595  (Kelbling)  received  as  his  operational  area 
the  area  between  the  meridians  in  CH  9545  and 
CJ  7856.    (Gape  Gorbelin-western  exit  of  Galite 
Channel. ) 

U  596  see  VI. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  were  Informed  of  enemy  movements  as 
follows : 

1211/2  December  as  In  III.A.d.l.a. 

1441/2  December  as  in  III.A.b.l. 

2134/2  December  as  in  III.A.d.l.'b. 

0432/2  December  as  in  III. A. b. 2. 

V .  a  )  Succes ses  :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
b)  Losses;    ) 

VI.  Go n or a I  si t ua 1 1 o n ; 

Group  South  reported  In  Teleprint  Message  1023 
S.O.s  only  dated  2  December,  1943; 

1 )  On  3  December  a  combined  operation  was  carried 
out  to  clean  up  the  islands  between  Solta  and 
Ml jet  (Dalmatia)  occupied  by  the  enemy  (bands) 
necessary  to  free  the  coastal  route  supplying 
Dalmatia  from  attack.   Enemy  forces  receive 
reinforcements  and  supplies  continually  from 
ports  in  southeastern  Italy,  apparently  between 
Vies to  and  Bari?  also  by  steamer. 

2)  As  It  Is  essential  to  prevent  this  traffic  to 
support  operations  on  the  Islands,  but  no 
surface  vessels  are  available,  Captain  U-boats 
is  requosted  to  try  out  a  short  operation  by 

4  \  U-boats  for  this  purpose.    It  is  stressed  that 

tho  operation  is  of  military  importance  because 
of  the  effect  on  the  supply  position  on  the 
east  Adriatic  coast  and  also  with  relation  to  a 
reduction  of  enemy  shipping  promising  success. 
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Situation  ;  Altogether  5  "boats  are  in  the 
Central  Mediterranean  (east  of  the  Strait  of 
Messina  and  Sicilian  Channel)  as  well  as  in 
the  Eastern  Mediterranean.   In  harbor  under- 
going repairs  ares  U  565  in  Salamis,  U  81  and 
U  453  in  Pola,  (U  453  put  in  on  1  December 
from  a  minolaying  operation).   U  407  is  at 
sea  in  the  operational  area  on  the  coast  of 
Cyrenaica  (he  put  out  on  11  November)  and 
U  5969  who  put  out  from  Pola  on  3°  November, 
is  proceeding  to  the  operational  area  between 
the  Straits  of  Otranto  and  Cape  Passero 
(Sicily) ,   Captain  U-boats  intends  to  operate 
U  596,  the  only  available  U-boat,  in  answer  to 
Group  South's  request  and  to  allot  him  as  his 
operational  area  CJ  63  and  66  as  well  as  CK  41, 
western  half.   Croup  South  is  informed  of  the 
appropriate  orders  sent  to  U  596  and  is 
requested  to  send  more  detailed  information 
for  the  boat  e.g.  regarding  our  naval  forces, 
permission  to  attack,  and  any  sighting  reports, 


)6  (Nonn)  received  as  his  attack  area  CJ'  63 
and  '66  as  well  as  CK  41,  western  half,  was 
notified  of  the  nature  of  his  mission  and  was 
granted  freedom  to  attack  all  targets  in  CJ  66 
and  targets  identified  as  enemy  in  CJ  63  and 
CK  41,  with  the  additional  note  that  instruc- 
tions will  follow.   For  confirmation  U  596  was 
ordered  to  report  his  position  by  short  signal. 
The  officer-in-charge  U-boat  base  Salamis 
received  orders  to  transmit  radio  traffic  with 
U  407  and  U  596  to  Group  South  forthwith. 


(Signed)        Kreisch. 


o 


3  December,   1943 

I,  a)   Daily  U-boat   positions,  at  ,0,800  according 

to  naval  .grid,  seiuaress 

A.  Western  Mediterranean s 

U  223  Cape   Ivi-Cape  Corbelin  area, 
U  6 lo  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 
U  593  CJ  45. 

B»  Easter n  .Me^ditj^r^angan s 

u  407  CO  459 
U  596  CJ  66. 

k)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward.  bo_und_Xrom 
0800  to  0800s 

U  73   put   out  from  Toulon  at   0015/4  December 
on  his  15th  operation, 
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c)    In  port   (at  0800) ; 

1)  Toulon?     U  73,  371s  380,  410,  450,  642. 

2)  Pola;  U  81,   453. 

3)  Salamiss  U  565. 

II.  Air  r e c o nnais sane e  s 

A.  We s t ern  Meditcr r anean s 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Oran,   around  Corsica, 
Sardinia,   Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

c»  Eastern  Mediterra nean : 

Reconnaissance   of  Adriatic,    Ionian  Sea,   Aegean. 

III,  Reports   on  the   enemy; 

A,  West ern Jfedit er ra noan i 

a)  By;  U-boats  i 
Nothing  to  report , 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 


1)  a)  0755/3  December  CH  7693  convoy  of  70 

merchant  steamers, 

9 

knots. 


course  90°,  speed' 10 


b)  0913/3  December  CH  8472  the  same  convoy 

(see  War  Diary  of 
2  December,  III.A.d.l) . 

2)  0751/3  December  CH  8482  1  destroyer, 

westerly  course. 

3)  2010/3  December  CJ  6755  23  merchant  ships, 

1  destroyer,  stopped,, 

4)  2120/3  December  CJ  9243  10  landing  craft, 

course  60°. 

c)  Bv  radio  intercept  service; 

The  convoy,  which  was  in  the  Oran-Cape  Tones 
sea  area  on  1  December,  reached  Gibraltar  on 
3  December  according  to  estimations.   (War 
Diary  of  1  December,  III. A. c. 2.) 

d)  By  G.I.S.,  stations  1 

1)  O83O/3  December  Algecirass  Convoy  of  3° 

ships  making  for  the 
.1  )  Atlantic. 

2)  O93O/3  December  1  "Cairo"  class  cruiser 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Mediterranean, 

11 
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3)  1010/3  December  10  landing  craft  (tank) 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Mediterranean. 

t.  4)  1115/3  December  6  freighters  in  ballast, 

7  landing  craft  (tank). 
1  tug,  4  corvettes,  put 
in  from  the  Mediterranean. 

5)  1300/3  December  Cape  de  Gata;  1  armed 

transport,  approximately 
12,000  G.R.T.,  making  for 
the  Mediterranean, 
unescorted. 

6)  I83O/3  December  1  "Dido"  class  cruiser 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
an  unknown  direction. 

7)  IO3O/3  December  Ceutas  8  freighters, 

12  landing  ships  (tank) 
with  landing  craft  (tank) 
as  deck  cargo,  making  for 
the  Atlantic;  5  freighters 
making  for  Gibraltar. 

e)  By,  naval  forces ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Jfediterranean s 

a)  By  U-boats : 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By;  air,  re cpnnais sance  1 

1)  O8IO/3  December  CO  1137  1  probable 

destroyer . 

2)  083573  December  Straits  of  Otranto ; 

1  destroyer,  moderate 
speed,  northerly  course. 

°)  By  radio,  inter ce^t,  service  s  ) 

d)  By  G.I^S,.,  stations  s         )  Nothing  to 

)  report, 

e)  By  naval  for cess  ) 

IV ,   Current  U-boat  operations s 

U  616,  (Koitschka) ,  who  yesterday  reported  that 
He"  had  not  observed  any  traffic  in  the  operational 
i  area  so  far,  ?/as  reminded  of  the  Naples -Messina 

traffic  which  was  recently  intercepted  by  our 
aircraft  with  a  few  sightings.   U  616  reported 
during  the  evening  that  ho  has  not  discovered  any 
traffic,  only  patrols  and  requested  to  be  allotted 
an  operational  area  in  the  Western  Mediterranean, 
U  6 16  received  orders  to  remain  in  the  operational 
area  first.   In  this  way  allowance  will  be  made 
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for  Naval  War  Star*  i ^  idvision  (Operation) fs 
order  that  value  is  placed  on  U-boat  operations  in 
the  Tyrrhenian  Sea  (attention  is  drawn   to  War  Diary 
of  21  November,  entry  VI). 

*  U  407  (Bruller)  was  ordered  to  report  his  position^ 

he  did  not  reply. 

U  596  reported  his  position  from  CK  4851  at  1321/ 
3  December  as  ordered  on  2  December.   The  details, 
requested  to  be  sent  by  Group  South  informing 
U  59c  of  conditions  in  his  present  operational 
area,  have  so  far  not  arrived. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  enemy  movements  as  follows: 

2027/3  December  as  in  III.A.b.l.b. 
024-3/4  December  as  in  III.A.b.,3  and  4. 
0402/4  December  as  in  III. A. d. 5„ 

V»    a)  Successes;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses s    ) 

V I ,   Gener al  s 1 1 uati on s 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch, 


4  December.,  1943 

I.    a)  Daily;  U-boat  positions  at  ,0800  according 
to  naval  ,f?Tid  squares s 

At  }Ve s te r n  Me 6 iter r anean : 

U  223  Cape  Ivi-Cape  Corbelin  area, 

U  6l6  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

U  593  Cape  Corbelin-Bone, 

U  73  CH  39  (outward  bound). 

B  »  Eastern  ?  locliter  r  a nean : 

U  407  CO  54, 
u  596  cj  66. 

b)  U-boats,  homeward   and   outward  bound  from 
TO  to   0TO6? 

No  boats. 

c )  In  -port    (at  0800)  ; 

1)  Toulon:        U  371,   300,    410,   450,    642. 

2)  Polas  U  81,   4^3. 

3)  Salamis;     U  %5 . 
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I I .  Air  reconnaissance : 

A.  West er n  Me d i t  err anean s 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  Astern  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.  Reports,  on  the  enemy  % 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 
a)  By,  U-boat  s.s 

Nothing  to  report. 
"t1)  By  air  reconnaissance  % 

Delayed  enemy  sightings  of  3  Decembers 

1)  2020/3  December  CJ  6?89  1  destroyer, 

course  70°?  high  speed. 

2)  2025/3  December  CJ  9137  1  destroyer, 

course  220°,  high  speed. 

3)  2110/3  December  CJ  9219  1  merchant  ship, 

course  and  speed  not 

known , 

4)  2130/3  December  CJ  9259  2  landing  craft, 

course  and  speed  not 
known , 

5)  2135/3  December  CJ  9297  2  ships,  course 

and  speed  not  known. 

°)  Byt  radio  intercept,  spry  ice  1 

According  to  calculation  a  Britain- 
Mediterranean  convoy  was  in  the  sea  area 
40°  to  42°  N,  17°  to  19°  W  on  the  evening 
of  4  December.   It  can  be  expected  to 
reach  Gibraltar  in  4  or  5  days  (8/9 
December) . 


1)  1745/4  December  1  "Dido"  class  cruiser 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

2)  1800/4  December  2  destroyers,  1  "Agatha" 

class  boat  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean . 

e)  By  naval  forces s 
Nothing  to  report. 
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B.  Ea  stern  Me d i t erranean ; 

a)  By  U-boats; 

U  407s   1300/4  December  CO  5469  1  westbound 

convoy,  speed  6-12 
knots. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance ; 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 
c )  By  naval  forces  ; 

■^ •   Current  U-boat  operations : 

U  616  has  boon  withdrawn  from  his  present  opera- 
tional area  in  the  Tyr3?henian  Sea  and  sent  to  the 
Western  Mediterranean.   This  caused  a  re- 
distribution of  attack  areas  which  were  ordered 
as  follows  ; 

U  73  (Deckert)  west  of  the  meridian  in  CH  8465. 
U  223  east  of  there  to  the  meridian  in  CH  8595, 
U  593  adjoining  to  the  meridian  in  CH  9645. 
U  616  adjoining  to  the  meridian  in  CJ  7856. 

As  Group  South  has  so  far  issued  no  details  for 
the  operation  of  U  596  (Nonn)  in  the  Adriatic  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  German  Air  Force  has  not 
discovered  any  traffic  in  U  596's  present" opera- 
tional area  while  patrolling  continuously,  Group 
South  was  again  roauested  to  send  more  information 
for  IT  596. 

U.225  (wHchter)  and  U  407  (Broiler)  were  ordered 
to  report  their  positions,   U  225  did  not  report, 
U  407  reported  as  in  III.B.a, 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  were  informed  of  enemy  movements  as 
follows; 

0119/5  December  as  in  III.A.d.l. 
0226/5  December  as  in  III.A.d.2. 

V .  a  )  Successes ; ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses :    ) 

VI.  General  situation: 
Nothing  to  report, 

( S  ign  c  d )   Kr e  i  s  oh • 
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,5  December ?   1943 

£•  a)   Daily  U-boat,  positions   at   0800  according 

to  naval  ,CTid  squares: 

A.  Western  Mediterraneans 

U  223  Cape    Ivi-Cape  Caxine   area, 

U  616  CJ  85, 

U  593  Cape  Caxine-Cape  Jijelli, 

U  73  CH  91. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

U  407  CO  ^. 
it  596  CJ  66. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
"oaoo  to'OcjOOs  "   — — 

No  boats. 

c)  In  ,port  (at ,  CSOC)  s 

1)  Toulon  %     U  371,  380,  410.  450,  642. 

2)  Polas    U  S.'.,   453. 

3)  Salamis:  U  %$ . 

II.  Air  reconnaissance g 

A.  Wes  tern  Medi  t  er  r  a  no  an : 

No  reconnaissance  in  the  Western  and  Central 
Mediterranean  because  of  weather  conditions. 

B.  Eas  tern  Me d  it  err  anea n ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean 5  probing  reconnaissance  of  Nile  Delta 

III.  Reports  on  the,  enemy: 

&■•   Wester  n  Med  it  erra  ne  an ; 

a)  By  U-boats  :  ) 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance:  )   Nothing  to 

)  report. 

c)  By  radio,  intercept  service  s  ) 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1630/5  December   1  gunboat,   1  destroyer. 

1  heavily  armed  freighter, 
put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

e)  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report. 
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Be  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

a)  By  U-boats; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reco nna i ssan o e ; 

145  0/5  December  CJ  9935  20  medium-sized 

freighters,  5  escort  vessels, 
course  230°,  speed  8  knots. 


c )  By  radio  Intercept  service 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations; 

e )  By  naval  forces; 

IV.   Current  U-boat  operations ; 


Nothing  to 
report. 


U  225  (Wa"chter)  was  ordered  to  report  his  position. 
The  boat  reported  a  curve  shot  at  2300  on  4  December 
in  CH  8513  fired  at  a  destroyer  and  a  detonation 
heard  13  minutes  later.   Captain  U-boats  does  not 
assume  a  success  because  of  the  long  running  time. 
U  225  also  reported  3  approaches  by  aircraft  with- 
out a  location  when  radar  location  sets  were 
working.    This  leads  to  the  following 
considerations  s 

a)  There  is  a  possibility  that  the  new  radar 
location  set  Wanze  C-  2  is  not  free  from 
radiation. 

b)  The  enemy  is  working  with  frequencies  which  can 
neither  be  intercepted  by  the  Wanze  C-  2  nor  by 
the  detection  set  "Naxos"  (free  of  radiation). 

c)  The  enemy  is  employing  a  hitherto  unknown 
method  of  locating  U-boats. 

U  407  (Brilller)  was  informed  that  we  intend  to 
recall  him  on  the  evening  of  8  December*   U  407 
put  out  on  11  November  and  will  have  been  4  weeks 
at  sea  on  8  December. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  were  informed  of  enemy  movements  as 
follows  : 

0201/6  December  as  In  III.B.b. 
0508/6  December  as  in  III.A.d. 

V .  a )  Successes ; ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses ;    ) 

VI .  General  situation ; 

In  reply  to  Captain  U-boats »  query  to  Group  South, 
Group  South  has  instructed  Admiral  Adriatic  to 
ensure  that  Captain  U-boats  Is  informed  continually 
of  conditions  In  U  596 »s  operational  area  (Group 
South  Operations  Most  Secret  8647  dated  5  December). 
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Captain  U-boats  has  received  no  information 
from  Admiral  Adriatic. 

If  no  information  is  received  from  Admiral 
Adriatic  during  6  December  either,  U  596  will 
receive  orders  to  continue  his  passage  to  the 
operational  area  between  the  Straits  of  Otranto 
and  Cape  Passero  already  provided,  where,  accor- 
ding to  the  verbal  report  of  the  Commander  of 
U  81  just  returned  from  this  area  on  23  November, 
brisk  enemy  traffic  is  running  with  slight  air 
and  sea  patrols.   As  the  present  number  of  boats 
is  insufficient  for  successful  U-boat  vrctrfare,  we 
cannot  consider  having  a  boat  in  an  area  unlikely 
to  bring  successes  according  to  our  knowledge  of 
the  situation,  oven  less  so  when  no  definite 
details  of  conditions  in  the  operational  area  can 
be  sent  to  the  boat. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


6  December,   194 : 


I.  a)   Daily,  U-boat   positions,  at   0600  according 

to  naval  ,g;rld,  squares, °. 

A.  Western  Me cl i t errane an ; 

U'223  Cape   Ivi-Cape  Caxine  area, 

U  616  CJ  75, 

U  593  Cape  Caxine -Cape   Jijelli, 

U  73  CH  82. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterraneans 
U  407  CO  54, 

u  596  cj  63, 

b)   U-boats  homeward   and   outward  bound,  from 
o<Tocr  to  0800  ?' 


No  boat 


>3 . 


c)  XnjBQ? t, . (at   08 00 )  a 

1)  Toulon s        U  3715   380,   410,   450,   64-2. 

2)  Polas  U  81,   453. 

3)  Salamiss      U  %^ '. 

I I •       Air  roc o nna i ssanc e ; 

A.  We  s  te  r  n .  J.fe  dite  r  r  ano  an  % 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica  and  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 
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B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,    Ionian  Sea  and 
Aegean. 


III.  Reports   on  the  enemy: 

0  A.  Western  Mediterranean; 

a)  By  U-boats; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1112/6  December  CJ  4397  1  apparent  destroyer, 

course  330°?  high  speed. 
CJ  4373  1  apparent  freighter, 
course  270°. 

c)  By,  radio  .intercept  services 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations  % 

1300/6  December  Gibraltar  harbor  report: 

A  "Warspite"  class  battleship 
in  dock",  2  "Cairo"  class 
cruisers,  1  auxiliary  cruiser, 
9  destroyers,  44  small 
vessels,  33  enemy  freighters, 
6  enemy  tankers,  1  liner. 

e)  By,  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterraneans 

Nothing  special  to  report, 

IV.  Current  U-boat  operations  s 

As  no  information  on  conditions  in  U  596's 
operational  area  was  received  on  6  December  either, 
it  does  not  seem  likely  to  bring  success  if  the 
boat  remains  any  longer  in  this  sea  area.   U  5"9o 
(Nonn)  received  orders  to  make  for  the  attack  area 
between  the  Straits  of  Otranto  and  Cape  Passero. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 

Report. 

V.  a)  Successes :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
b)  Losses:    ) 
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VI.   General  situation: 


In  an  air  raid  on  Salamis  on  6  December 

1  "barracks  and  I  officers  '  quarters  "building 

were  damaged.   No  damage  in  the  dock  or  to  U  565. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


7  December,  1943 

I,    a)  Dally;  U-boat  positions  at  0600  accordinj 
to  naval  grid  squares; 

A.  Western  Me di t e r  ra ne  an s 

U  223  Cape  Ivi-Cape  Caxine  area. 

U  616  CJ"77, 

U  593  Cape  Caxine -Cape  Jijelli. 

U  73  sea  area  west  of  Cape  Ivi. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean; 

u  407  co  55. 

U  596  CK  44. 

t>)   U-boats  homeward  and   outward  bound  from 
"OTTOO  to  "0800  s 


No  boats. 
c)  In  port, (at,  0800); 

1)  Toulon:   U  371,  ^60,  410,  450,  642. 

2)  Polas     U  81,  453. 

3)  Salamis;  U  565. 

II.   Air,  reconnaissance ; 

A.  We  stern  Ivied  it  erranean  % 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica  and  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 


Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,    Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.     Repor ts>  jon  the,  enemy ; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 

a)  By  U-boats : 

U  616 s   0300/8  December  CJ  7712  probable 

convoy,  see  V.a. 
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b )  By  air  reconnaissance ; 

1)  1143/7  December  CJ  7345  3  coasting  vessels, 

northerly  course,  speed 
slight. 

2)  1210/7  December  CJ  4692  1  freighter  of 

approximately  500  G.R.T., 
southerly  course,  speed 
slight, 

c  )  By  radio  Intercept  service  : 

Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G .  1 .  S  ,  s  t a t  i ons ; 

1)  0450/7  December  Ceutas   10  large  freighters, 

1  tanker  of  approximately 
8,000  G.R.T.,  1  destroyer, 

2  "Agathe"  boats. 

2)  0830/7  December  Tangier:   3  destroyers, 

3  probably  gunboats, 

2  "Agathe"  boats,  making 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces  1 
Nothing  to  report. 

B,  Ea  s  t  em  Med 1 t e rr a ne a n ; 

a )  By  U-boa ts : 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances 

1425/7  December  CK  7193  3  freighters,  2  escort 

vessels,  northerly  course. 

c )  By  radio  Intercept  service : ) 

d)  By  G.I. 5.  stations ;  )  Nothing  to 
... „ « — _-._         ■    rGpOP-5# 

e)  By  naval  f oroes j  ) 
■^  •   Current  U-boat  operations : 

TJ  616  (Koitschka)  reported  a  success  (see  V.a). 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  were  informed  of  enemy  reports  as 
follows : 

2016/7  December  as  In  III.A.d.l. 
0232/8  December  as  In  III.B.b. 

V.    a)  Successes; 

U  616   at   0500/7   December   in  CJ  7712   sank  2 
steamers   and  left   one   on  fire.        Total   tonnage 
24,000   G.R.T. 
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Id)    Losses  s 

Nothing  to  report, 
VI.   General  situation; 
Nothing  to  report. 


(Signed)   Kreisch, 


8  December.  1943 

I.  a)   Daily,  U-boat   positions,  at   0600  according 

to,  naval  .grid  squares; 

A,  Western,  jfedit err anean ; 

U  223  Cape   Ivi-Cape  Caxine   area, 

U  616  CJ  77, 

U  593  Cape  Caxine-Cape   Jijelli  area, 

U  73  area  west   of  Cape   Ivi, 

B.  Eastern  Med it err anean : 

U  40?  CO  54, 
u  596  CK  71. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  putwar d__  b puncL,,.from 
uW^to^OcTOO  5 

No  boats, 

c)  In  port  XaJk  0800); 

1)  Toulon:        U  371,    300,    410,   450,    642. 

2)  Polas  U  81,   453. 

3)  Salamis;      U  %% , 

I I •       Air  reconnaissance : 

A.  .Wes.torri  Mod  iter  rane  an; 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,   Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B .  Eastern,  .Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III.  Reports,  on  the  enemy; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean  : 

a)  By  U-boats; 

'      ■        I       T      ■        I        1       1       1        ■ 

Nothing  to  report. 
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2205/8  December  CJ  6745  1  merchant  ship  of 

1,000  G.R.T.,  course  90°. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service: 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  1110/7  December  Tres  Forcas:  3  large 

tankers,  4  escort  units. 

2)  0900/8  December  1  "Thetis"  class 

submarine  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean . 

3)  According  to  an  agent's  report  the  French 
battleship  "Lorraine"  put  out  from  Mers 
el  Kebir  on  2  December  and  put  in  again 
on  the  same  day. 

e)  By  .naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report, 

B,  Eastern  Med it err anean s 

a)  By  U-boats  s 
Nothing  to  report* 

b)  By  air  ,r e c onnais^nce » 

1)  1358/8  December  CJ  6279  approximately  20 

small  ships,  probably 
landing  craft,  northwest- 
erly course,  moderate  speed. 


2)  0515/8  December  CJ  6222  1  small  naval  craft, 

apparently  a  motor  torpedo- 
's 


boat,  course  190° 


c)  By^^ra^Jjo  intercept  service :  ) 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations:        )  Nothing  to 


e)  By  naval  forces: 
IV •   Current  U-boat  operations s 


report. 


U  23O  (Lt.(s,g.)  Sicgmann)  reported  his  position 
from  CH  8111  at  2249  after  breaking  through  from 
the  Atlantic.   U  23 0  received  orders  to  make  for 
the  attack  area  between  the  meridians  in  CH  9546 
and  CH  9666,  if  ho  was  fully  ready  for  operations. 
If  the  boat  was  not  ready  to  operate,  he  was  to 
report  by  short  signal  "No"  and  make  for  Toulon  via 
CH  6785  and  CH  6645.   In  the  former  case  the  now 
eastern  limit  of  U  593's  operational  area  would  bo 
the  meridian  in  CH  9546  and  the  new  western  limit 
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of  U  6l6 Ts  operational  area  the  meridian  in 
CH  9666. 

U  407  received  orders  to  return  to  Pola. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Foroes 
Report  and  were  informed  of  the  enemy  movement 

in  III.A.d.l. 

V.  a)  Successes  s  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses  %  ) 

VI.  General  situation; 

The  German  Naval  Command  Italy  requested  the 
allocation  of  at  least  one  U-boat  to  attack  an 
enemy  supply  convoy  of  tankers  for  southern 
Italy,  which  according  to  its  information  and 
survey  of  the  situation  is  running  undisturbed 
on  the  Biserta  -  Ustica  -  Naples  route.   It 
points  out  the  few  good  opportunities  for 
attacks  and  successes  which  are  offered  there 
(German  Naval  Command  S.O.s  only  712  dated 

8  December) . 

Comments  of  Captain  U-boats : 

Neither  air  reconnaissance  nor  our  U-boat 
operations  in  the  last  few  weeks  have  shown 
that  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea  is  a  particularly 
suitable  operational  area  for  U-boats. 

Therefore  no  U-boat  operations  are  intended 
there  at  first  as  the  prospects  of  successes 
are  considered  better  under  the  African  coast. 
The  proof  of  this  is  shown  by,  among  others 9 
U  6 16  who  was  withdrawn  to  the  area  east  of 
Cape  Bougaroni.  and  sank  3  steamers  three  days 
after  leaving  the  old  operational  area  after 
unsuccessful  operations  in  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea 
where  he  observed  no  traffic. 

German  Naval  Command  Italy  has  been  informed  of 
Captain  U-boats'  intentions  and  was  requested 
to  supply  details  of  the  information  mentioned 
(Captain  U-boats  S.O.s  only  234  dated 

9  December). 


(Signed)       Kreisch. 
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9  DccembGr,   1943 

I»         a)   Daily  U-boat  positions  at   0800  according 
tp^joaval,  grid   sn.uares  % 

A.   Western  Mediterranean; 


I  U  223  CH  85 j 

U  616  CJ  77, 


u  593  CH  95, 
U  73  CH  84, 
U  230  CH  82  (homeward  bound). 

B.  Eastern  Me d i t er^aiie a n s 

U  407  CO  51  (homeward  bound). 
U  596  CJ  99. 

b)  Ur boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 

No  boats. 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) ; 

1)  Toulon:   U  371,  380,  410,  450,  642. 

2)  Polas     U  81,  453. 

3)  Salamiss  U  565. 

1 1  •   A  ir  i  re  c  o  nna  i  ss  ajice  s 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica  and  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B»  J^LS.terTn  Ji|QAiter}:a.nean  1 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 

III.  Reports  on  the,  .enern^; 1 

A.  Westej' n Jjg^terranean s 

Nothing  to  report, 

1705/9  December  CJ  4517  3  troopships ?   course 

26 0°,   speed  10  knots, 

c)  ^L^I^A^^^?ISS£X.J££S2SM.: 
Nothing  to  report. 

c0  By  G.I. S.   stations s 

1)    0155/3  December  Tangier;      57  ships 

including  40  freighters, 
3  tankers,   14  escort 
vessels. 
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2)  a)  O350/8  December  Tangier?   40  freighters, 

1  probable  small 
cruiser,  9  destroyers 
or  corvettes,  making 
for  the  Mediterranean, 

b)  1800/9  December  Tres  Forcas;  Smoke 

clouds  and  14  barrage 
i  balloons  apparently 

belonging  to  the  large 
convoy  18  miles  to  the 
north. 

3)  1000/9  December  1  "Cairo"  class  cruiser 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

forces; 

Nothing  to  report, 

B,  Eastern  Medi/fc e r r ane a n i 

Nothing  special  to  report, 

IV.   Current  U-boat  operations: 

U  230  (Siegmann)  was  Informed  of  the  attack  areas 
of  the  boats  on  the  North  African  coasts 


U  73  west  of  the  meridian  in  CK  8465,  adjoining 


space  between  U  593  and  U  6 16  is  for  U  23 0, 


U  230  reported  at  0510  on  10  December  with  short 
signal  "No"  that  he  is  not  ready  to  operate  and 
Is  therefore  making  for  Toulon. 

XL -616.  (Koitschka)  reported  a  success  (see  V.a). 
He  is  returning  because  of  the  breakdown  of.  both 
Naxos  aerials. 

The  attack  area  on  the  coast  of  Cyrenaica  between 
the  meridians  in  CO  4646  and  CO  5565?  south  of 
the  parallel  in  CO  5422  is  arranged  and  ordered 
for  U  565  (Henning),  putting  out  from  Salamis  on 
11  December , 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  were  informed  of  enemy  movements  as 
follows  s 

0851/9  December  as  In  III.B.b.2  of  8  December, 
1538/9  December  as  in  III. A. d. 3. 
0212/10  December  as  in  III.A.b. 
0745/10  December  as  in  III.A.d.2.b. 
0348/10  December  as  in  III. A. d. 2, a. 
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V.  a)   Successes : 

U  616  (Koitschka)  at  195!;'  on  9  December  in 
CJ  7428  (80  miles  northeast  of  Philippeville ) 
sank  one  destroyer. 

b)  Losses; 

Nothing  to  report. 

VI.  Gener al  s it nation ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


10  December.,  194°, 

I.  a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0300  according 

"to  naval  grid  squares? 

A.  Western  Mediterraneans 

U  223  CK  85, 

U  6lS  CJ  71  (homeward  bound), 

U  593  CH  94, 

U  73  CH  84, 

U  230  CH  59  (homeward  bound). 

B»  Eastern  fed it or r anoan s 

U  407  CO  12  (homeward  bound) , 
U  596  CJ  99. 

b)  U-boats,  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
"OBOO  to  OifoO: 

No  boats. 

c)  In  port  (at  OGOO) s 

1)  Toulon:   U  371.  380,  410,  450,  642. 

2)  Polas     IT  81,  453. 

3)  Salamiss  U  565. 

I I .  A  ir  r e c pnnais  sance s 

A.  7/e stern  Me di tor r ancan : 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

3.  Eastern  Me d it err anean s 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean. 
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III.     Reports   on  the   enemy; 

A.  ,Wo.s  t  or  n  Mod It  err  anean : 

a)  By  U-boats ; 

1)  1730/10  December  CH  8455  eastbound 

convoy,  speed  9-12 
I  knots . 

2)  0055/10  December  CH  6393  1  submarine, 

course  10°. 

b)  By;  air  reconnaissance: 

0950/10  December  CJ  73 09  5  coastguard 

vessels,  easterly  course, 
speed  slight. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By,  G  .1 . S .  st a tipns  s 

1)  1025/10  December  1  "Dido"  class  cruiser, 

1  destroyer  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean . 

2)  1245/10  December  1  "Manxman"  class  mine- 

layer put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic, 

3)  1330/10  December  the  Italian  cruiser 

"Duca  d'Aosta"  put  in 
to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean,  1515/1° 
December  put  out  for 
the  Atlantic. 

4)  1745/10  December  23  landing  craft  (tank), 

new  type,  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean, 

e)  By  naval  forces; 
Nothing  to  report. 

B,  Ea s 1 0 rn  Me d i t e r ranoan ; 
a)  By  U-boats; 

Nothing  to  report. 

h )  By  air  reconnaissance ; 

>/)  0010/10  December  CJ  6259  1  merchant  ship 

up  to  10,000  G.R.T,, 
course  270°,  speed  10 
knots , 
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c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

According  to  an  agent's  report  a  convoy  is 
supposed  to  have  put  out  from  Port  Said  for 
the  Mediterranean  on  10  December,  cargo 
probably  food.   Destination  unknown, 

e )  By  naval  forces i 
Nothing  to  report, 

IV  •   Current  U-boat  operations i 

As  U  250  (Siegmann)  and  U  616  (Koitschka)  are 
proceeding  to  Toulon,  the'  attack  areas  are  re- 
arranged as  follows : 

U  225  (Wllchter)  between  the  meridians  in  CH  8465 
and  CH  9455,  U  595  (Kelbling)  adjoining  him  east- 
ward to  the  meridian  In  CJ  7826, 

U  250  (Siegmann)  was  ordered  to  report  the 
estimated  time  of  crossing  42°  N  and  received 
port  entering  instructions  for  Toulon, 

U  616  (Koitschka)  reported  a  submarine  as  in 

III. A  .a. 2  and  was  forbidden  to  attack  submarines 

as  we  must  take  U  250 's  presence  into  account, 

U  616  intends  to  cross  42°  N  at  0000  on  12  December 

and  to  bo  at  the  rendezvous  at  0800. 

U  75  (Deckert)  reported  as  in  III.A.a.l, 

U  407  (Bruller)  intends  to  cross  42°  N  at  1800  on 
11  December  and  to  be  at  approach  point  II  off  Pola 
at  0900  on  12  December, 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  were  informed  of  enemy  sighting  as  in 
III.B.b, 

^ •  a  )   Successes  ;  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b )    Iioss_etS  :        ) 

VI .        General    situation : 

Admiral  Adriatic  requested  Captain  U-boats   to   carry 
out   the  minelaying   operation  planned  by  him   on   the 
enemy-occupied   east   coast   of    Italy  with  U-boats 
owing   to    the   dropping-out   of  E-boats   for    the 
operation, 

Minelaying  is   planned  off  Cape   Otranto,    off 
Brindisi,    Bari   and  Cape  Gargano    (Admiral  Adriatic 
Most  Secret   1206  A  1   dated   9  December). 

Comments   by  Captain  U-boats : 

1)    The   effect   of   the  U-boat  mine  works   only  up 
to  50  meters   deep, 
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2)  Brindisi  and  Bari  are  mined  sufficiently, 
as  far  as  is  possible  by  U-boats. 

3)  Other  points  mentioned  are  not  worthwhile, 
in  Captain  U-boats'  opinion,  because  of  the 
high  priority  operation  and  disadvantage  of 
splitting  up  the  few  U-boats, 

4)  No  boat  will  be  ready  to  operate  within  a 
measurable  space  of  time. 

Admiral  Adriatic  has  been  informed  accordingly, 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


11  December,  1941 


I,  a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 

to  naval  ,g;rid  squares; 

A,  Western  Mediterranean t 

U  223  CH  83, 

U  6 16  CH  63  (homeward  bound), 

U  593  CH  95, 

U  73     CH  84, 

U  230  CH  67   (homeward  bound), 

B,  Eastern  Jfe^tgrraneBn  a 

U  407  CK  48   (homeward  bound), 
U  596  CJ  99. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
Q800  to   0or0*CT1 

No  boats • 

c)  In  port   (at   0800) s 

1)  Toulon s        U  3 71 ?   380,   410,   450,   642. 

2)  Polas  U  81,   453. 

3)  Salamis 1     U  56?. 

II.  Air,  reconnaissance  s 

A-  Wes t ern  Mediterranean 1 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean  1 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 
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III.   Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A.  We  s  tern  Mediterranean : 

a )  By  U-boats : 

•  U  223 :   1300/11  December  CH  8513  small 

1  eastbounci  convoy, 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance:      )  „  , ,  . 

~ -J. — — , ;  Nothing  to 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service: )  reV°^b» 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  a)  0600/11  December  Tangier:   Convoy  of 

approximately  60 
vessels,  the  majority 
freighters,  3  tankers 
approximately  10,000 
G.R.T.  each,  escorted 
by  8  destroyers  or 
corvettes, 

b)  0645-0740/11  December  Oeuta  reported 

the  same  convoy  making 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

2)  1515/11  December  1  irDIdo"  class  cruiser 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

3)  1615/11  December  1  minelayer  "Abdiel"  put 

out  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

e )  Bv  naval  forces : 
Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean : 
Nothing  special  to  report. 

IV  .   ,Qurr_ont  U-boat  operations  : 

UJ396  (Nonn)  reported  a  success. 

U  225  (Wo* enter )  reported  a  success  and  requested 
permission  to  return  owing  to  considerable  leakages. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  were  informed  of  enemy  movements  as 
follows : 

1535/11  December  as  in  III.A.b.l. 

0044  )  / 
I  0420  K^  December  as  in  III  .A  .d.  2  and  3. 

v •    a )  Su  c  cesses  : 

IT   596    (Nonn)   at   1337   on  9  December  in  CK  7445 
T20  miles    southeast   of  Cape   Colonne)    sank  1 
steamer  of  7,000  G.R.T.   from  a   southwest   convoy 
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U  223  (Wachter)  at  13 00  on  12  December  in 
CI-I  8518  (5  miles  northeast  of  Cape  Khomis) 
sank  1  destroyer , 

b)  Losses,: 

Nothing  to  report. 

VI.   General  situation; 

1)  German  Naval  Command  announced  the  following 
in  amplification  of  S.O.s  only  712  dated 

8  Decembers 

Irregular,  lightly  escorted  convoy  traffic 
from  Tunis  -  west  coast  of  Sicily  -  Salerno  - 
Bay  of  Naples  and  independently  routed  ships 
along  the  coast  have  been  identified  by  means 
of  scrappy  air  reconnaissance  and  radio 
intelligence.   Photographic  reconnaissance 
has  revealed  a  very  great  change  in  the 
shipping  in  Naples.   Strong  destroyer  and 
M.T.B.  escorts  only  appear  directly  off  the 
coast. 

German  Naval  Command  Italy  considers  the 
appearance  of  U-boats  in  the  sea  area  mentioned 
likely  to  be  successful  -  oven  if  this  occurs 
only  when  they  are  proceeding  to  and  from  the 
African  coast  at  their  approach  and  departure  - 
and  necessary  to  relieve  our  coastal  defenses. 

After  the  withdrawal  of  E-boats  from  the 
Adriatic  there  are  no  offensive  forces  to  dis- 
rupt convoy  traffic  and  restrain  escorting 
forces. 

Captain  U-boats  has  informed  German  Naval 
Command  Italy  that  no  boat  is  available  at 
present  owing  to  increased  losses. 

Situation; 

After  U  223  breaks  off,  there  will  still  be 
2  boats  on  the  North  African  coast,  U  73  and 
U  593  ?  which  put  out  on  4  and  1  December 
respectively. 

The  next  boat  (U  380)  will  probably  be  ready 
for  operations  on  20  December,  another  (U  642) 
on  29  December. 

2)  Captain  U-boats  left  at  1800  for  Weimar  for 
a  Flag  Officers '  conference  on  military 
training. 

Deputy:  S.0.  29th  U-boat  Flotilla. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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12  December,    194' 


I,  a)   Dally  U-boat  positions,  at  ,0800  according 

to  naval  grid  squares'; 

A,  We  stern  Mediterranean  s 

U  223  CH  83, 

U  6 lo  CH  33  (homeward  bound), 

U  593  CH  95, 

U  73  CH  84, 

U  230  CH  63  (homeward  bound) , 

B,  Eastern  Me diterrane an 1 

U  407  CJ  31  (homeward  bound), 
U  596  CK  77. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
MOQ .  t _o._0OT  1  ~"~    "~"~ 

U  616  put  in  to  Toulon  at  O83O/I2  December 

after  his  6th  operation, 
U  407  put  in  to  Pola  at  1000/12  December 

after  his  7th  operation, 
U  565  put  out  from  Salamis  at  1417/12  December 

on  his  16th  operation  (on  the  coast  of 

Cyrenaica) , 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) % 

1)  Toulons   U  371,  380,  410,  450,  642. 

2)  Polas     U  31,  453. 

3 )  S a lami s s  U  56  5 . 

I I .  Air  r  ec  o nnais  s  ance  s 

A«  Western  Mediterranean s 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

B.  Eastern  Me d i ter r ane an  s 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea,  Aegean, 

m •  Reports,  on  the,  enemy s 

A.  We  stern  Mediterranean  s 

a)  By  U-boats  s 
Nothing  to  report, 

b)  By  air,  recorinais.siLngQ.2 

1)  0801/12  December  CH  8481  2  patrol  vessels, 

2)  0820/12  December  CJ  9491  2  merchant  ships 

up  to  3,000  C-.R.To, 

2  landing  craft,  course 

270°,  slow  speed, 
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3)  0923/12  December  Cli  8439  2  destroyers, 

course  250°,  moderate 
speed. 

4)  0926/12  December  CH  8518  3  patrol  vessels. 
9-  coarse  2^0",  speed  slight. 

5)  1213/12  December  CJ  4288  convoy,  not 

identified  exactly  owing 
to  clouds,  4  ships  counted, 
northeasterly  course. 

6)  2040/12  December  CJ  6741  convoy  of  40 

merchant  ships, 
6  destroyers, 

c)  S^  j? adiior  Jjitej^ce^t.^g^rjyice  s 
Nothing  to  report, 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations s 

1)  0900/12  December  the  battleship  "Renown" 

and  3  destroyers  put  in 
to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic, 

2)  1745/11  December  Tres  Foreass  1  probable- 

battleship,  3  gunboats, 
making  for  the  Atlantic. 
Possibly  the  same  as  1) > 

3)  1120/12  December  Gibraltar;  Convoy  of 

12  freighters,  3  corvettes, 
2  destroyers,  1  "Nestor" 
class  auxiliary  cruiser. 

Nothing  to  report, 
B»  Ka.s,tQ,rn . _Me di Lterrrano an  1 
a)  By^JVboatss 

Nothing  to  report. 
tO  By  air . ,  reconnaissance,  s 

1)  0830/12  December  CO  1743  3  destroyers, 

2  guardboats,  course 
300O. 

2)  2215/12  December  CJ  6298  3  coasting 

freighters,  course  13 0°, 
speed  slight, 

3)  2235/12  December  CJ  6275  1  merchant  ship 

of  5,000  G.R.T.,  course 
300°,  speed  slight. 

°)  By  radio  intercept  services 
Nothing  to  report. 
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d- )  By  G-.I.S.  stations  :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
e )  By  naval  forces :    ) 

-V •    Current  U-boat  operations : 

U  225  (W&chter)  received  orders  to  return  to 
Toulon. 

After  U  223  broke  off,  the  following  received 
new  attack  areas : 

U  75  west  of  the  meridian  In  CH  8375, 
U  595  east  of  it. 

According  to  an  agent's  report  an  action  took  place 
between  2  British  destroyers  and  a  German  U-boat  on 
12  December  abreast  of  Motril  (south  coast  of 
Spain:   36°  45?  N,  3°  30'  W) .    (in  Foreign  G.I.S. 
Intelligence  Naval  West/intelligence  Organization 
48019/43  C.)    If  the  report  was  correct,  it  could 
only  refer  to  U  75  (Deckert).    In  order  to  be 
certain,  U  73  was  ordered  to  report  his  position 
by  short  signal.   At  the  same  time  2nd  Flieger- 
division  was  requested  to  carry  out  a  reconnaissance 
south  of  Motril  if  the  situation  permitted.    In 
addition,  Naval  War  Staff  1st  Division  was  requested 
to  approach  the  Spanish,  if  necessary,  for  the 
purpose  of  reconnaissance  in  this  area. 

At  0035/13  December  1  enemy  reconnaissance  aircraft 
reported;   "Am  over  surfaced,  stopped  U-boat." 
The  longitude  was  given  as  6°  20'  E,  the  latitude 
QH  50.   Naval  High  Command  Radio  Intelligence 
Division  interpreted  the  latitude  as  40°  30'  or 
41°  30',  i.e.  CH  6368  or  CH  3965.    In  this  case 
it  might  refer  to  U  250  bound  for  Toulon. 
According  to  Radio  Intelligence  at  0050/15  December 
Oran  issued  orders  for  3  more  aircraft  to  operate. 
According  to  a  later  report  from  Naval  High  Command 
the  latitude  was  believed  to  be  37°  50'  N  giving  a 
position  in  CH  9398.    In  this  case  it  would  most 
probably  bo  IT  595. 

At  0250,  according  to  a  radio  intercept  report  from 
Main  Naval  d/F  Station  Karersee,  an  aircraft 
received  the  following  orders  from  Oran:   "Search 
the  following  area:   QH  10  N  5°  55'  E,  QH  50  N 
5°  55'  E,  QH  50  N  6°  20'  E,  QH  10  N  6°  20'  E. 
If  QH  =  37  as  Main  Naval  D/F  Station  assumed,  the 
area  given  was  within  CH  9557,  CH  9651,  CH  9562, 
CH  9368. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  were  notified  of  enemy  movements  a£ 


cto 


follows 

1514  as  in  III.B.b.l. 

1625  as  in  III. A. d. 3. 

1918  as  in  III .A .b. 1.3  and  4. 
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V.  a)  Successes  s  ) 

b)  Lossgs. ;    ) 

V I .  General  situation : 

On  11  December  another  photographic  reconnaissance 
of  Naples.  Salerno,  and  a  few  smaller  ports  in 
this  coastal  area  was  flown. 

In  Naples  itself  a  considerably  smaller  amount  of 
shipping  was  identified  (262,000  G.R.T.)  compared 
with  22  November  (approximately  400?000  G.R.T. ). 
The  number  of  landing  craft  was  strikingly  small. 
Altogether  only  9  landing  craft  (tank)  were 
sighted. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


13  December,  1943 

I.  a)  Daily  U-boat  positions,  at  0600  according 

t  o  naval  rt id  sg  uar e s  : 

A.  Wes t er n  Med  it  e-rranc an : 

U  223  OH  59  (homeward  bound) , 

U  593  CH  95. 

U  73     CH  84? 

U  230  CH  63    (homeward  bound) .    ' 

B,  Eastern  Mediterraneans 

u  596  CH  77 

U  565  CO  26 '(outward  bound). 

"D)  N-boats,  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 

oaoo  to  olffiol 

Ho  boats , 
c)    In  port    (at   0800) i 

1)  Toulon:     U  371,   3P0,    410,   450,   6l6,   642. 

2)  Polas  U  81,   453  s   407. 

I I .  Air  reconnaissance,: 

A,  Ho stern  I.fcditerranean: 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  E a st c- r n  Med. itgrrane an  1 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic ,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean, 
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III.     Reports,  on  tho   enemy; 

A.   Western  Mediterranean: 

a)  By  U-boats; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance; 

1)  1125/13   December  CJ  7326  3   patrol  vessels, 

color  se  140". 

2)  2020/13  December  CJ  6746  2  destroyers 

hove  to. 

3)  2030/13  December  CJ  6782  1  coastguard 

vessel,  course  36O0, 
speed  slight. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G.I.S^  stations; 

To  12  December,  III. A. d. Is   The  battleship 
which  put  in  to  Gibraltar  was  not  the 
"Renown"  but  one  of  the  "King  George  V"  class 

e)  By  naval  forces; 
Nothing  to  report. 

B  •  East ern  Me di ter r anea n ; 

a)  By  U-boats, ; 
Nothing  to  report . 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance; 


1)  0108/14  December  CJ  3784  2  cruisers, 

course  170°.  (Details 
of  grid  square  reported 
queried.) 

2)  0153/14  December  CJ  6612  2  landing  craft, 

course  0°. 

3)  0145/14  December  CJ  6298  1  landing  craft, 

stopped. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service;  ) 

d)  By  C-.I.S.  stations'         )  Nothing  to 

)  report. 

e)  By  naval  forces;  ) 
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IV.   Current  U-boat  operations 


U  5,93  (Kelbling)  was  ordered  to  report  his 
position.   No  signal  was  received. 

vv  U  23O  (Siegmann)  was  reminded  to  report  his  time 

of  arrival  at  Toulon.   U  230  intends  to  cross 
the  42°  N  parallel  at  0800  on  15"  December  and  to 
be  at  the  Toulon  rendezvous  at  08 00  on  16  December 


' 


TT 


73    (Deckert)  reported  a  three -fan  miss  on  a 
destroyer  at  1605"  on  7  December  in  CH  7696. 
Destroyer  turned  away  after  fan  fell.   After  a 
curve  shot  was  fired  at  1746  on  7  December  in 
CH  7692  at  a  frigate  in  a  westbound  tanker  convoy 
of  3  tankers  and  4  frigates,  U  73  heard  a 
detonation  14  minutes  18  seconds  later.   Captain 
LT-boats  does  not  assume  a  success  owing  to  the 
long  running  time.   At  IO37  on  13  December  in 
CH  8446,  U  73 rs  quadruple  anti-aircraft  gun  was 
carried  away  by  a  destroyer.   Boat  did  not  report 
any  further  damage  whatsoever  so  that  it  is  assumed 
that  U  73  is  clear  for  operations.   According  to 
these  reports,  the  action  reported  yesterday 
between  2  British  destroyers  and  a  German  U-boat 
cannot  have  involved  U  73.   As  there  cannot  be 
another  German  U-boat  on  the  south  coast  of  Spain, 
it  was  most  probably  a  false  report.   At  02^0  on 
13  December,  an  enemy  aircraft  received  orders  to 
search  the  following  areas  Between  latitude 
37°  10 r  N  and  37°  50'  N,  within  longitude  5°  55 x   E 
and  6°  20 r  E,   The  degrees  of  latitude  are  inter- 
preted.  It  is  believed  that  the  orders  are 
connected  with  the  report  of  0035/13  December  from 
an  enemy  aircraft  over  a  surfaced  stopped  U-boat 
(see  War  Diary  of  12  December) . 


The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report, 

V.  a)  Successes s  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses;    ) 

VI.  General  s  i_ tuat i_  on  % 

Group  South  announced  that  an  operation  is  planned 
after  16  December  on  the  enemy-occupied  islands  of 
Korcula,  Mljet,  Hvar,  Brae,  Solda,  Lagosta  and  Vis 
on  the  Dalmatian  coast. 

Increased  enemy  supply  traffic  will  have  to  be 
reckoned  with  after  the  start  of  the  operation. 
Its  success  depends,  however,  largely  on  the 
disruption  of  sea  supplies  to  the  enemy-occupied 
islands . 

Group  South  requested  Captain  U-boats  to  find  out 
whether  1  or  2  U-boats  will  be  available  for  the 
duration  of  the  operation  in  the  sea  area  south 
of  the  islands  as  far  as  the  Italian  coast. 
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If  It  is  not  possible  for  then  to  operate  during 
the  whole  course  of  the  operation,  it  is  desired 
that  they  operate  mainly  between  the  start  of  the 
operation  and  the  end  of  December,   Admiral 
Adriatic  received  instructions  to  send  details  of 
the  purpose  and  method  of  the  operation  direct  to 
Captain  U-boats.   (Group  South  S.O.s  only  no 
reference  dated  13  December.) 

Remark;  2  boats  are  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean. 
Of  these  U  565  put  out  from  Salamis  on  12  December 
bound  for  the  operational  area  on  the  coast  of 
Cyrenaica,   U  59,6,  which  put  out  from  Pola  on 
30  November,  is  between  the  Straits  of  Otranto  and 
Cape  Passero  and  according  to  our  information  has 
still  10  torpedoes  on  board. 

Captain  U-boats  is  awaiting  Admiral  Adriatic's 
instructions  regarding  details. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


14  December,  1943 


i.    a)  Daily  It -boat  positions  at  08 00  according: 
to  naval  grid  squares s 


Ap  Wos t e rn  Me d i tor rane a n 


U  223  CH  68  (homeward  bound), 

U  593  CH  95, 

U  73  CH  84, 

U  230  CH  63  (homeward  bound), 

B •  Eastern  Med it er ranean i 

U  596  CE  77, 

u  %5  co  55, 

b)  U-boats,  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 

No  boats. 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) s 

1)  Toulons  U  371,  380,  410,  450,  6l6,  642, 

2)  Polas    U  81,  453 5  407. 

II.   Air  reconnaissances 

A.  We  stern  Mediterranean  s 

Reconnaissance  as  far  as  Or an,  around 
Corsica  and  Sardinia. 
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B.  Eastern  Mediterr anean : 

Reconnaissance-  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 


III.  Reports  on  the  enemy; 


A.  We  stern  Med it  err anea n  s 

a)  By  U-boats; 

Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance; 

1)  0809/14  December  CH  7693  2  patrol  vessels. 

2)  0815/14  December  CH  84-51  2  merchant  ships 

of  7,000  to  8.000  G.R.T. 
each,  2  escort  vessels, 
course  240°,  moderate 
speed. 

3)  0841/14  December  CJ  4284  3  small  barges. 

4)  0945/14  December  CJ  5774  1  small  coasting 

freighter 9  northerly 
course,  moderate  speed. 

5)  2155/14  December  CJ  6742  1  destroyer, 

probably  harbor  defense. 

6)  2008/14  December  CJ  6757   1  escort  vessel 

stopped. 

c)  Bv  .r.adiq  intercept  service; 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  Bv  G.I.S^  stations; 

1)  1400/14  December  Gibraltar  harbor  report: 

1  "King  George  V,r  class, 
1  "War spite"  class 
battleship  in  dock, 
1  "Cairo"  class  cruiser, 
1  "Fiji"  class  cruiser, 
1  Italian  cruiser, 
1  auxiliary  cruiser, 
10  destroyers. 

2)  174-5/14  December  1  freighter,  1  "Agatha" 

class  boat  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

e)  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report . 
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B •  East or n  Mediterranean t 

a )  By  U-boats; 

Nothing  to  report. 

k )  By  ai r  reconna 1 s s a n c e ; 

1400/14  December  GJ  6613  1  patrol  vessel, 

course  170°,  speed  10  knots. 

c)  Bv  radio  Intercept  service ; ) 
_    -  ) 

d)  By  Gr  r I . S  .  3i t a t i o n s  ;        )  Nothing  to 

)  report, 
e  )  By  .naval  fore es  ;  ) 

IV  .    Current  U-b oat  o p o r a 1 10 ns_ ; 

U  565  (Henning),  which  put  out  on  12  December, 
was  reminded  by  Admiral  Aegean  of  the  passage 
report  when  35°  N  is  passed.   No  signal  was 
received. 

U  596  (Norm)  reported  a  success  (see  V.a).   At 
a  depth  of  100  meters  1»5  tons  of  water  forced 
their  way  Into  the  boat  in  one  hour  through  the 
outboard  breeches. 

The  decision  as  to  whether  the  boat  Is  still  clear 
to  operate  must  be  left  to  the  Commander. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  were  informed  of  enemy  movements  as 
follows  ; 

1642/14  December  as  In  III.A.b.l  and  2. 
0114/15  December  as  In  III.A.d.2, 

V .  a )  Successes  ; 

U  596  (Nonn)  on  13  December  fired  a  fan  of  four 
at  a  freighter  of  7,000  G.P.T.  and  a  destroyer 
and  heard  3  detonations  5  minutes  51  seconds 
later.   Because  the  message  Is  not  clear  we 
must  await  the  Commander's  report  to  estimate 
the  success, 

b)  Losses  ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

VI.  General  situation; 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Cigned)   Kreisch. 
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15  December*   1943 

I.  a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 

to  naval  grid  squares; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean; 

U  223  CH  66   (homeward  bound), 

U  593  CH  95, 

U  73     CH  84, 

U  230  CH  36   (homeward  bound), 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

U  596  CJ  99, 
U  565  CO  54. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
0^300  to   0800s 

No  boats, 

c)  In  port    (at  0800); 

1)  Toulon:      U  371,   380,    410,   450,   6l6,   642. 

2)  Pola:  U  81,   453,   407, 

II.  Air  reconnaissance: 

A,  Western  Mediterraneans 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica  and  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

B,  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean, 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy s 

A.  Western  Mediterraneans 

a)  By  U-boats ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance ; 

1)  2309/15  December  CJ  9167  2  merchant  ships 

of  1,000  to  10,000  G.R.T., 
1  destroyer,  course  40°, 
speed  sliglrc. 

2)  2315/15  December  CJ  9148  1  destroyer, 

course  30°,  moderate 
speed, 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 
Nothing  to  report. 
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d )  By  G.i.S.  stations  : 

1340/15  December  Tangier:   5  escort  vessels, 

2  submarine  chasers, 
2  freighters  approximately 
2,000  G.R.T.  each,  1  special 
vessel  approximately  1,000 
G.R.T.,  9  smaller  steam 
trawlers,  camouflaged  and 
armed,  1  small  tug,  making 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 
a  )  By  U-boa^ts  : 

Nothing  to  report, 
k )  By  air  reconnaissance ; 

1)  2020/15  December  CJ  6123  2  destroyers, 

course  270°. 

2)  2100/15  December  GJ  6532  3  landing  craft, 

course  28  0°. 

3)  2110/15  December  C J  6612  1  landing  craft. 

4)  2230/15  December  CJ  6381  1  ship.   Not 

clearly  Identified. 
Course  80°. 

c  )  B:/-  radio  intercept  service  ;  ) 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations:        )  Nothing  to 

)  report. 

e )  By  naval  forces  :  ) 

IV .   Current  U-boat  operations  : 

U  223  (W&chter)  intends  to  cross  the  42nd  parallel 
to  the  north  at  0000/17  December  and  to  be  at  the 
rendesvous  at  0800. 

U  565  (Hennlng)  reported  his  position  from  CO  5233 
at  1908/15  December. 

U  595  (Eelbling)  was  ordered  to  report  his  position 
for  the  second  time  since  15  December.   Boat  did 
not  reply.   Because  of  the  radio  intercept 
reports  received  of  an  enemy  aircraft  over  a 
surfaced,  stopped  U-boat  in  9398  on  the  night  of 
12/13  December  and  the  orders  for  3  more  enemy 
aircraft  to  operate,  the  greatest  concern  is  felt 
for  U  593. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  were  informed  of  the  enemy  movement  us 
in  III.B.b.4. 
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V.  a)  Successes;  ) 

"~  )  Nothing  to  report. 
b)  Losses  s    ) 

VI.  General,  situation s 

Naval  War  Staff  1st  Division  (I.U.  -  U-boat 
Operations)  ordered  the  recall  of  U  596  from 
his  operational  area  in  time  to  support  the 
operations  against  the  enemy-occupied  islands 
betYifeen  Solda  and  Mljet  so  that  he  can  operate 
in  the  Adriatic  for  at  least  3  days  to  support 
the  operations. 

U  81  is  to  be  fitted  out  with  Zaunkonigen,  on 
the  orders  of  Naval  War  Staff  1st  Division 
(I.U.  -  U-boat  Operations),   He  is  assigned  to 
an  operation  in  the  Adriatic.   (Naval  High 
Command/Naval  War  Staff  1st  Division  (I.U.)  3693 
S.O.s  only  dated  15  December.) 

As  the  operation  is  due  to  start  on  16  December, 
U  596  has  received  orders  to  occupy  the  operational 
area  CJ  63  and  CJ  66  and  the  western  half  of  CK  41 
and  received  permission  to  attack  all  targets, 
but  only  those  identified  as  enemy  in  the  northern 
half  of  CJ  63  and  CK  41.   Naval  War  Staff  1st 
Division,  Group  South  and  Admiral  Adriatic  have 
been  informed  of  U  596 's  mission  and  Admiral 
Adriatic  has  been  requested  to  provide  further 
details  for  the  execution  of  the  operation  for 
U  59  6 ' s  i  nf  or ma t  i  on  „ 

Naval  War  Staff  1st  Division  has  also  been 
informed  that  U  81  cannot  be  fitted  out  with 
Zaunkonigen  at  present  as  there  is  still  no 
testing  place  in  Pola. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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£•  a)   Dailj  U-boat  .positions.  at,  .0800  according 

to. . jaayal  J^r^_,.square.g. ' 

A.  We st e rn, . Mb d i t er r anean i 

U  223  CE  63  (homeward  bound). 
U  593  oh  96, 
U  73  CH  84, 
u  230  CH  33. 

B,  Eastern  Mediterraneans 
U  596  CK  74, 

u  56?  co  55. 

b)  U-b  oat  s  home war  d , and  outward  bound  from 

U  230  put  in  to  Toulon  at  0845  on  16  December. 

c)  In^por,t..(aj_.J380_0_)- 

1)  Toulon s     U  371     38O,   410,  4<t0,   6l6,   642. 

2)  Pola:         U  81,   407,   453. 

II.  Air  re cjojmai1ssancei s 

A.  Jjjster^nJfedJJbej^ne^ans 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica  and  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B»  Eastern  .^fed^iterr^anejin  s 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean, 

III.  Rejjor ts.  on  the  e.nenry; J 

A.  Western  Mediterraneans 

a)  Byu  U-boats s  ) 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances  )   Nothing  to 

)   report, 
°)   Bv  radio  intercept   service  s    ) 

d)  Hv -d .J... S_._Tg-t^ti .oris  s 

1)  0030/16  December   Gibraltar?      1  freighter 

in  ballast,  no  details 
identified,  making  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

2)  O83O/I6  December   1  freighter   in  ballast 

of  approximately  7,000 
G.R.T,    put   out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterr anean, 
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3)  0015/16  December  Gibraltar?   1  laden 

transport,  1  landing 
craft  (personnel), 
escorted  by  3  destroyers. 

4)  0930/16  December  3  corvettes  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

e)  By  naval  forces  s 

Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Eastern  Mediter r anean : 
a)  By  U-boats: 

Nothing  to  report. 

*b)  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1311/16  December  CK  4711  5  merchant  ships. 

20,000  G.R.T.,  south- 
westerly course,  speed 
10  knots, 

°)  B_y  radio,  .inter cept  _. ser vice  ; 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations:        )  Nothing  to 

)  report, 

e)  By  jiavaJL r£or eg s, s  ) 

IV .  Current  U-boat  p/per at ions  s 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed'  Forces   Report 
and  were   informed,  of  enemy  movements  as  follows: 

1703/16  December  as   in  III. A. d. 3. 
I83I/I6  December  as  in  XII. B.b. 

V.  a)    Successes, s    ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
b)   Losses :  ) 

v  1  •       OGj^g-^aJy-Sj^i^tion  s 

Admiral  Adriatic  proposes  to  have  our  U-boats 
operate,  concentrating  west  of  the  islands 
(Solda  to  BELflet)  between  42°  30*  and  43°  20'  N 
in  support  of  our  operations  against  enemy 
surface  forces  and  guerilla  vessels.   The  first 
target  is  "Korcula"  (Admiral  Adriatic  Most 
Secret  1536  dated  15  December). 

U^26  (Norm)  has  been  informed  of  the  delay  and 
received  orders  to  concentrate  in  operational 
area  CJ  66. 

Captain  U-boats  requested  Admiral  Adriatic  for 
a  limit  in  U  596 Ts  operational  area  outside  which 
he  is  to  be  free  to  attack  all  targets. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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I.         a)  Dailg  U-boat  positions  at   080,0  according 
to  "naval  j\ric[  .squares  s 

&••  We  stern  Mediterranean ; 

U  223  CH  33   (homeward  bound), 
U  593  CH  96, 
U  73    CH  84. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean s 

U  596  CK  ?4, 
U  565  CO  54. 

fr)  U-boats,  homeward  and,  outward  bound  from 

o_go^ToTnoo*g 

U  223  put  in  to  Toulon  at  IO3O/17  December 

after  his  4th  operation  against  the  enemy. 


1)  Toulons  U  3719  380,  410,  450,  6l6,  642,  230. 

2)  Polas    U  81,  407,  453. 

II.  Air  reconnaissance  s 

A*  We sjt er n,  ?io d i t e r r a ne an s 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

III,  Re_prorJb.si  on  t h e  : enemy ; 

A*  Fes _t e^njfedite r r a ne a Ji s 

Nothing  to  report. 
I3)   Bx .a fejE -e C-QTSnais_s_anc >.e  ; 

2221/3.7  December  CJ  916I  6   ships,   course 

and  speed  not  known. 

&)   By  O.I.S.,  statjlonss  )   Nothing  to 

)  report, 
e)  By  naval  forces  s  ) 

B»  jja_stprn  j^diterranean  z 

Nothing  special  to  report. 
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U  5,?,3  (Kelbling)  was  ordered  to  report  his 
position.   The  boat  did  not  reply.   Since  no 
signal  has  been  received  from  U  593  since  the 
third  request  on  13  December,  the  greatest 
concern  is  felt  for  the  boat. 

U  ,596  (Nonn),  on  instructions  from  Admiral 
Adriatic,  received  freedom  to  attack  all  targets 
west  of  the  line  connecting  CJ  3842  and  CK  4144. 
According  to  Admiral  Adriatic's  communication, 
the  proposal  is  for  U  596  to  concentrate  in  his 
operational  area  between  latitudes  42°  30 *  N 
and  43°  20'  N.   (See  War  Diary  of  16  December.) 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report. 


V,    a)  Successes;  ) 
b)  Losses; 

VI  •   General,  situations 
Nothing  to  report. 


)  Nothing  to  report. 


(Signed)   Kreiseh. 


18  December .    1943 

I.  a)   Dally  U-boat  positions   at   0800,  according 

to  Tnaval  grid,  sqiiare s  1 

A.  We .stern  Med i tor r ane an  1 

U  593  CH  96, 
U  73     CH  84. 

B.  Eastern,  Moditerr^inean ; 

U  596  CJ  66, 

u  565  co  54. 

°)  J  [-boats  homeward,  and  outward  bound  from 
i^Q3]H5cr00r~    ~~""~ 

No  boats. 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) s 

1)  Toulon?     U  223,   3715    380,   410,   450,    6l6, 

642,    230. 

2)  Pola:  U  81,   407,   453. 
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II,  Air,  reconnaissance ; 

A.  y^est ern  Me d i terr ane an ; 

Reconnaissance  around  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

B.  Easjbern  Mediter r anean  ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean, 

III,  Reports,  on  the  enemy; 

A,   Wester n  Mediterr anean ; 

a)  By  U-boats;  ) 

b)  By,  air,  recpmiap.ssan.cG ; 


)  Nothing  to 
)  report, 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service;  ) 

d)  By  G.I.S.,  stations; 

1)  2330/17  December  Ceuta;  Convoy  of  87 

ships ?  making  for  the 
Atlantic, 

2)  0140/18  December  Gibraltar;  40  freighters, 

15  escort  vessels,  making 
for  the  Atlantic, 

3)  18  December  1  "King  George  V"  class 

battleship  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  an  unknown 
destination, 

°)  BXJ^aval  forces; 
Nothing  to  report. 
B,  Eastern  Me d iterr anean s 

a)  By  U-boats ; 

b)  By,  air  recpnnais sance 

c)  By  radio  intercept... seryicj 

d)  By  G.I.S.,  stations; 

According  to  an  agent's  report  of  12  December 
1  auxiliary  aircraft  carrier  with  36  air- 
craft, 2  cruisers,  8  torpedoboats,  4  sub- 
marines, 10  gunboats,  4  torpedoboat-chasers, 
3  tankers,  8  transports,  are  proceeding 
from  Alexandria  to  Haifa  and  on  to  Beirut, 


I 

)   Nothing  to 
)  report. 
Ice;  ) 


G)  By  naval  forces ; 
Nothing  to  report. 
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IV .   Current  JJjgboat  .oper at ions : 

U  59,6  (Norm)  was  informed  that  the  operation 
against  Korcula  will  start  on  the  morning  of 
20  December  and  that  our  E -boats  would  be 
taking  part. 

An  enemy  aircraft  reported  that  at  0750/18 
December  it  was  over  a  submerging  U-boat, 
course  130°,  speed  6  knots,  in  CO  5531. 
Another  aircraft  at  0825/18  December  received 
orders  to  shadow  it  as  long  as  it  had 
sufficient  fuel.   Most  probably  it  was 
U  565  (Henning) , 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report  and  were  informed  of  the  enemy  move- 
ment as  in  III. A. d. 3. 

V*  a)  i^cce  ssps s 

Nothing  to  report. 

b)  Losses i 

U  ,5,93   (Kelbling)   must  be  presumed  lost, 
VI .       OTeiieral^s_ituation  s 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)       Kreisch. 


19  December,  1943 


I.    a)  Daily  U-boat  .positions  at  ,0800,  according 
to  naval  grid  squares i 


A.  Western  Mediterranean; 

u  73  en  84. 
£•  Eastern  Med i.terr ane an  ; 
U  596  CJ  66, 

u  565  co  54. 

"b )  U"boat  s,  home  ward  .and  putwar  d  bound  from 
^0-0._t_o_0^0^  ~~ 

No  boats. 
°)  In  -port   (,at  0800); 

1)  Toulon;     U  223,   230,  371,  330,  410,  450, 

616,   642. 

2)  Pola:  U  81,    40?,   453. 
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1 1  ♦       AJ-r^^ec^qrinaissance : 

A.  We s^err^Jfedlterranean s 

Sea  reconnaissance  around  Corsica,   Balearic 
Islands,  between  3°  and  8°  E,   Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B.  j^tjsr^nj.^ 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic ,  Ionian  Sea? 
Aegean. 

III.  Reports.,  on  the  enemy; 

A.  Wes_te_r n  Med ^terranean s 

a)  By  U-boats  % 

Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air,  reconnaissance  s 

1)  2024/19  December  CJ  6775   30  -  40  ships. 

2)  2035/19  December  CJ  6786  5  ships, 

southerly  course. 

3)  1040/19  December  CJ  6742  53  ships. 

c)  Bjy_j7Ad.i_o_.Anterc.ept  service  s 
Nothing  to  report . 

1)  1000/18  December  1  freighter  of  8,000 

G.R.T.,  1  tanker  of 
10,000  G.R.T.,  put  out 
from  Gibraltar  for  the 

Mediterranean. 

2)  1150/19  December  11  British  freighters, 

1  French  freighter, 

1  French  troopship, 

2  corvettes,  put  out 
from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Atlantic. 

3)  1730/19  December  4  freighters,  2  escort 

vessels,  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean . 

e)  By,  naval  forces s 

Nothing  to  report. 

B»   Easjt e_r n, . MqjH t e rjr an_3j_n t 

a)  Bj/_JJ__b  oj^  2  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
k)  By  air  reconnaissances  ) 
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c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 

1)  0302/19  December  CO  4820  British 

unit  located, 

2)  1733/19  December  CJ  238I  2  British 

aircraft   crash-landed 
in  the   sea. 

d)  By  G.I. S,  stations;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
•  e)  By  naval  forces;    ) 

^ •   Current  U-boat  operations,  s 

IT  $6%   (Henning)  was  informed  that  an  enemy 
aircraft  received  orders  to  shadow  a  U-boat 
sighted  in  CO  5531  at  0750  on  18  December  as 
long  as  its  fuel  lasted  out.   The  boat  was 
ordered  to  report  his  position.   No  position 
report  was  received, 

ILZ3,  (Decker t)  was  ordered  to  send  a  situation 
report  if  possible,  otherwise  to  report  his 
position.   Last  signal  from  the  boat  was  on 
13  December,   No  situation  or  position  report 
received  from  U  73. 

The  western  boats  were  informed  of  the  enemy 
movement  as  in  III. A. d, 3. 

All  boats  at  sea  received  an  extract  from 
the  Armed  Porctes  Report, 

v«    a)  Successes  1   ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses :    ) 

VI,   General  situations 

1)  We  have  been  informed  by  radio  (1621/19/19) 
that  operation  "Herbstgewitter  2"  is  post- 
poned temporarily, 

•&s  V,  5,9,6  (Nonn)  was  assigned  to  this 
operation  by  order  of  Naval  War  Staff  1st 
Division  (Operations),  the  boat  has  received 
no  orders  from  Captain  U-boats  for  the  present. 
Instructions  are  awaited  from  Naval  War  Staff 
1st  Division  (Operations) , 

2)  Captain  U-boats  returned  at  about  13 00  from 
his  trip  to  Weimar  for  F.0,s'  conference, 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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20  December,,  1943 

I.    a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  ,0600  according 
to  naval  ^ri.d  squares  I " 

A,  Western  Mediterranean? 
U  73  CH  84. 

B.  Eastern  Ifedit er r anean s 

U  596  CJ  66, 
u  565  co  54. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 

oKdo'  'to'  oaoo:     ■: "   '  " 

U  38O  (Brandi)  put  out  from  Toulon  at  163 0/20 
December  on  his  10th  operation  (of  the 
boat,  Commander's  9th  operation). 


1)  Toulon s   U  223 5  230,  371,  380,  410,  450, 

616,  642. 

2)  Pola:    U  81,  407,  453. 

I T .  £±r_  ttq  c  onna  i  s.sanc  e  1 

A  .  Vfe s t er n  Medit er r ane  an : 

Protective  reconnaissance  between  3°  and  8°  E, 
40°  N. 

B#  Eastern  Mediterranean ' 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea, 
Aegean. 

Ill*  Re.pprts.  on  the  enemy; 

A.  iYester.11  Me  d  it  er  ranean  s 

a)  By  U-boats  s  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  gj£  reconnaissances  ) 

c)  P.7.  ,r.aA^-.°  ^M'3,1',0,'3,'0^,  sery icMe  s 

1)  On  the  evening  of  20  December  according 
to  D/F  bearing .  a  westbound  convoy  was 
in  the  Or  an  -  Alb or an  area. 

2)  1100/20  December  a  U-boat  was  sighted  by 

an  American  steamer 
(WYQL)  12  miles  north 
and  28  miles  west  of 
Marittimo. 
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d)  By  G.I.S.   stations ; 

1)  1330/19  December  1  freighter  of  5,800 

G.R.T.  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean . 

2)  1345/19  December  1  freighter  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic. 

3)  0900/20  December  1  freighter  of  4,100 

G.R.T.  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

4)  0930/20  December  1  "Cairo"  class  cruiser, 

1  Dutch  destroyer,  put 
out  from  Gibraltar  for 

the  Mediterranean. 

5)  0940/20  December  3  French  freighters, 

1  French  corvette, " 
1  French  minesweeper 
("Elan"  class)  put  in 
to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic. 

6)  0950/20  December  6  minesweepers  put  out 

from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean . 

7)  6  mine swee per s  put  in 

to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean . 

8)  1300/20  December  1  French  "Elan"  class 

minesweeper  put  out 
from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

9)  0850/20  December  2  small  tankers, 

1  escort  vessel, 
passed  Tres  Forcas  on 
an  easterly  course, 

e)  By  naval  forces s 
Nothing  to  report, 

B»  J^g^^^.M^j^rraneans 

Nothing  to  report , 

IV ,   Current , U~.bp.at.  .operations  : 

The  reports  on  the  enemy  as  in  III.A.c.l  and 
III, A. d. 3 ,  4,  6  and  9  were  passed  on  to  the 
western  boats, 

UJQ  (Deckcrt)  and  UJ5&2  (Henning)  were  ordered 
for  the  second  time  to  report  their  positions. 
No  signal  was  received  from  U  73?  u  565  reported 
from  CO  5465, 
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According  to  a  verbal  report  from  the  Commander 
of  U  4Q2  (Brilller),  who  until  the  middle  of  this 
month'  was  in  U  565  (Henning)'s  present  operational 
area,  traffic  runs  in  a  line  12  miles  from 


coast;  (pencil  note  in  margins  CyrenaicaJ. 
wesTBound  traffic  from  CO  5597  to  the  nor-chwe; 
as  far  as  CO  5545?  from  here  on  a  westerly  course. 
As  air  patrols  increase  we  can  expect  the  traffic 
in  this  area  to  increase  also.   The  current  in 
the  operational  area  drives  strongly  to  the  east. 
This  information  has  been  passed  on  to  U  565. 

U  38O  (Brandi),  outward  bound,  has  permission  to 
attack  submarines  north  of  38d,   The  western 
boats  have  been  informed  that  the  boat  has  sailed 
and  has  permission  to  attack  U-boats  north  of  38°. 
Doubts  as  to  whether  a  submarine  is  enemy  or 
friendly  are  thereby  excluded  when  there  is  an 
opportunity  to  fire. 

Positions  of  the  Swedish  ship  "Formosa"  at 
2100/20  December  and  the  hospital  ship  "Shamrock" 
at  2000/21  December  were  passed  on  to  the  boats. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report . 

V-   a)  Successes :  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b)  _Loss.es  •   )   ) 

VI.  General  .situa t ion  1 

No  instructions  have  so  far  been  received  from 
Naval  War  Staff  1st  Division  (Operations)  on  the 
further  use  of  U  |9q  and  start  of  operation 
"Herbstgewitter"  2lT7~  It  is  intended  to  ask  the 
boat  for  a  situation  or  position  report.   The 
boat's  operation  must  be  examined  for  its  use- 
fulness. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


21  December.   1943 

I,       a)   Daily,  U-.boat   positions  at  ,0800  according 
to,. _nava.I  ffl  id,  .squares  £ 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 

U  73  CH  84, 

U  38O  CH  6320  (outward  bound). 

B.  gji^jfcejrjiJfediterraneani 

U  596  CJ  66, 
u  %5  co  54. 

— S/co  — 

CONriPKKTIAL 

SECURITY  INFORMATION  3^7 


\ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


b)  N-bo ats_  h omeward. ,  and  ^outward,  bound, _f  r, B35 

Woo  to  oFoos     "  ~"~   ~ T"' " 


1)  Toulon  J  U  223,  230,  371,  410.  450. 

616,  642. 

2)  Polas    U  31,  407,  453. 

1 1 .   Air ,  r ec pnnal  ssa nee  s 

A.  VvTestern_  Med.it erraneah: 


Reconnaissance  of  Tyrrhenian  Sea,  east  coast 
of  Sardinia,  around  Corsica  and  west  coast 
of  Sardinia.   Protective  reconnaissance 
"between  3°  E  and  3°  E,  southern  limit  40°  N. 

No  details, 

III,     Reports,  on  .the  enemy  1 

A.  ^QA^rA J|g4-^  e£r.ajxe  a_n  s 

a)  By;  U'-poatss 

Nothing  to  report, 

fc)   E,y,  air  r ec qnna_is,s,a nee  s 

1)  1325/21  December  1  of  our  aircraft 

sighted  a  submarine, 
course  200°,  in  CH  6327. 

c)  By^rji&y^J^X^J?, ^U^-.  Js^XiLs.g,  ° 

1)  According  to  radio  location  a  British 
unit  was  in  CH  6420  at  1728, 

2)  On  the  evening  of  21  December  a  west- 
bound convoy  was  in  the  sea  area  of 
Bizerta* 

d)  BvG.I.S,    stations: 

1)  0615-0730/21  December   51  probable 

freighters ?  6  escort 
vessels,  sighted  from 
C out a 9  making  for  the 
Mo  d  it  err anean , 

2)  0900/21  December  abreast  of  Tar if a, 

3  t  a  nke  r  s ,  18  f r  e  1  ght  er  s , 
3  destro3Ters,  1  corvette 
proceeding  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the 
Mediterranean. 
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3)  1045/21  December  13  large  freighters, 

1  ocean-going  tug,  4  escort 
vessels  sighted  from  Ceuta, 
making  Tor  the 
Mediterranean. 

4)  1045/21  December  1  transport  of  8,000  G.R.T., 

9  large  freighters  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the  Atlantic. 

Note  s  The  vessels  given  in  3)  and  4)  probably 
formed  the  convoy  given  in  2;, 

5)  1250/21  December  6  laden  freighters,  2  escort 

vessels,  1  ocean-going  tug 
sighted  from  Ceuta. 
Proceeding  from  Gibraltar 
to  the  Mediterranean. 

Notes  Another  station  gives  the  composition 
of  the  convoy  as  f ollows s 

1  tanker  of  8,000  G.R.T., 

2  Liberty  ships,  5  large 
freighters,  2  escort 
vessels,  possibly  more. 

6)  1230/21  December  4  freighters  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  an  unknown 
direction. 

7)  1500/21  December  Tangier -Caraminals 

7  apparent  destroyers  on 
a  westerly  course, 

8)  1400/21  December  3  freighters  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  an  unknown 
direction, 

9)  1635/21  December  2  transports  of  12,000- 

15,000  G.R.T.,  2  destroyers 
sighted  from  S part el,  making 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

10)  1800/21  December  6  freighters,  2  destroyers, 

1  corvette  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  apparently  for 
the  Atlantic. 

e)  By,  .naval  forces; 

Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Eastern  jjedji t erjyanerji ; 

a)  Bv  U-bpatsj  ) 


Q:  )   Nothing  to  report, 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances    ) 
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°)  B^  j?j\d_io  ij^iercejr^  service  s 

1)  1648/21  December  convoy  formation  "Molli" 

(according  to  a  German 
Air  Force  report  of  0810 
composed  of  20  large   and 
4*J5  13  medium-sized  merchant 

ships.  5  escorts)  reported 
an  attack  by  4  aircraft, 
position  probably 
CN  3964.   (Formation  is 
steering  northwest.) 

2)  Enemy  radar  service  reported;   "Formation 
of  10  ships  in  CJ  9245  at  2036." 

3)  More  reports  of  formations  of  ships  in 
the  same  sea  area. 

3)  By_G ,_I  ,S ...  stations  s  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
e)  By  naval,  forces,;    ) 

w •   Current  U-boat  operations ; 

The  enemy  movements  as  in  III.A.b.l,  c.l,  d.l 
and  3  were  passed  on  to  the  western  boats. 

U  ,3.80  (Erandi)  received  as  his  operational  area 
the  area  west  of  the  meridian  in^CE  8245".   After 
the  messages  reporting  the  convoys  passing  through 
the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  to  the  east  had  been 
received,  the  boat  received  orders  to  operate  on 
the  convoys. 

V .22.   (Deckert)  received  as  his  operational  area 
"flie  area  east  of  U  38O.   The  boat  was  to  report 
his  position  by  short  signal  when  he  set  off, 
This  request,  like  the  previous  two?  was  also 
not  answered.   It  must  be  assumed  that  the 
boat  is  operating  on  the  eastbound  convoys  and 
has  therefore  not  reported. 

U  596  (Nonn)  was  ordered  to  report  the  situation 
and/or  his  position.   The  boat  signaled  "No 
traffic,  air  patrol,  CJ  66,  lively  location 
activity,  Naxos  and  Wanze  broken  down,  codes 
only  to  Sylvester,   My  position  CJ  6369." 

Information  has  been  received  that  D-day  for 
"Herbs  tgew'itter  2"  is  22  December.   U  596  has 
been  informed  of  this  and  reminded  that  our 
E-boats  will  start  operations  connected  with 
"Herbs tgcwitter  2"  as  darkness  falls  on 
21  December  in  the  Brindisi  -  Bari  area. 

An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Repofct  and  the 
positions  of  the  Red  Cross  ships  were  passed 
on  to  the  boats, 
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V.  a)    Successes:    ) 

5  ?' 


Nothing  to  report, 
b )    Losses, t  ) 


VI.        Go .ncr. a 1_ .  si  t  uAti_on z 
(fa  Nothing  to  report, 

(Signed)        Kreisch, 


2JL  De  c.em  ber^  v\9r43 

I.  a)   DajL Ly_ JJ~foj?a.t . _I1Qg 2- JLlQng, .£ it. _Q8 .00  a c  cprdi n% 

A»  Ig-Stgyn  Mediterraneans 

U  73  CE  8440 9 

U  380  CH  91^0  (outward  bound) . 

Bi  Eastern  Mediterranean 1 

u  596  cj  6360, 

u  565  co  5460. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound. f^pm 

ogqq-^^g&TOl 

U  642  (Brunning)  put  out  from  Toulon  at  1710/22 
December  on  his  4th  operation  (of  the 
boat  and  the  Commander). 

c)  In  nor t  (at  08 00) ; 


1)  Toulons      U  223,    23O.    371,   410,   4^0,   6l6s    642, 

2)  Polas  IJ  81,   4 07  j   453. 

I I .  Air,  r^cjjnna  is_s  ance,  % 

A  •  J^Jtern  J^^tp^J^^an.  s 

Reconnaissance  of  Tyrrhenian  Sea?  African 
coast,  protective  reconnaissance  between  3°  S 
and  8^   E.  southern  limit  40°  N,  between  Cape 
Tenes  and  Algiers , 

33  ,  F, a s ter n  Me  dit o rr anean : 

No  details. 

III,  Renprts   on  the  enemy s 

A.  Western  Mediterraneans 

Nothing  to  report, 
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1)  1234/22  December  CH  8285  1  corvette, 

course  250°. 

2)  1404/22  December  CE  3291  1  drifting 

forward  or  after  part 
%j  of  a  ship, 

c)  B.7.  radio,  interce.pt,  services 


« 


1)  1315/22  December  British  unit  which  at 

1248  had  the  position 
grid  square  4227  trans- 
mitted to  it  reported? 
"Area  searched,  wreckage 
of  a  ship  found.   No 
trace  of  survivors." 

d)  By  G  ..I^St—S  t  at  .ions : 

1)  1700/21  December  1  ore -carrying  freighter 

put  out  from  Aimer ia, 
joined  passing  ore- 
carrying  freighter  with 
destroyer  escort, 

2)  0630/22  December  1  transport  of  15 , 000 

G.R.T.,  3  freighters . 
1  destroyer ?  2  corvettes 
put  in  to  Gibraltar 
from  the  Atlantic. 

3)  0730/22  December  70  ships  passing  through 

Straits  of  Gibraltar  to 
the  east  (according  to 
air  reconnaissance  La 
Line a) . 

4)  0315/22  December  10  British  freighters, 

1  British  tanker,  3 
corvettes,  1  French 
warship  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

5)  0950/22  December  1  "Cairo"  class  cruiser 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

6)  1030/22  December  1  freighter, 

1840/22  December  1  freighter ?  2  corvettes 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Lie  d  it  err  a  ne  an. 

7)  1815/22  December  10  minesweepers  put  out 

from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean, 
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e)   BZJiavgil  forces: 

1)    1730/22  December   1  of  our  submarine- 
chasers  had  a  suspicious 
location  in  CJ  1455 
presumably  from  a 
submersed  enemy 


^  submarine. 

2)  1550/22  December  CE  3385  enemy  submarine. 
B»  Eastern  Me d3. t or r a nea n ; 
Nothing  to  report. 
^ •   Current  U-boat  operations : 
The  boats  received s 

1)  the  reports  as  in  III.A.b.l,  III, A. d .3?  4,  5 
and  7| 

2)  positions  of  Red  Cross  and  hospital  ships; 

3)  an  excerpt  from  the  Armod  Forces  Report; 
and 

4)  information  that  U  542  put  out  from  Toulon  at 
1710  and  on  the  outward  passage  has  permission 
to  attack  submarines  north  of  the  parallel  in 
CJ  1885  and  south  of  this  parallel  east  of  the 
meridian  in  CJ  4765. 

Ujo42  (Brunning)  has  been  informed  of  the  reports 
in'III.A.c.l  and  III.A.e.l. 

"According  to  a  radio  intercept  report,  at  0300  an 
enemy  escort  reported  to  Algiers  sighting  a 
submerged  U-boat  steering  a  northerly  course 
bearing  270°,  2  miles  from  his  position  which  was 
interpreted  by  the  radio  intercept  stations  as 
36°  5b' '  N.  1°  20'  E  («  CH  8267),   A  bearing  was 
taken  on  the  escort  in  the  direction  of  Cape  Tenes. 
It  is  possible  that  the  signal  was  made  by  the 
corvette  sighted  by  the  German  Air  Force  at 
1234/22  December  in  CH  8285. 

IL3JJ2  (Brand!)  9  UJ73.  (Dcckert)  also,  may  be  in 
the*  area  where  the  U-boat  was  sighted.   U  38O 
and  U  73  were  informed  of  the  sighting.   U  73 
(Decker t)  has  still  not  reported.   As  more  cast- 
bound  convoys  arc  running  from  Gibraltar,  there 
is  a  chance  that  the  boat  .has  not  made  the  signals 
ordered  in  the  last  few  days  for  that  reason. 

Our  E-boats  will  put  out  at  dark  for  a  night 
sortio  in  connection  with  operation  "Herbstgowitter 
2"  in  the  area  Lastove  to  the  western  tip  of  "T~ar 
*S*'  Island,  western  tip  of  Gcedro  Island,  western 

part  of  Korcula,  "The  boats  will  open  fire  on 
Lastove  at  dawn  and  put  in  to  Cattaro  at  0800  at 
the  latest.   The  E-boats  bad  to  abandon  the 
operation  because  of  weather  conditions. 
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U  .59.6    (Nonn)   7/as   informed  of  the  E-boat 
operation  and.  that   it  was   abandoned, 

V.  a)  Successes,; 

Nothing  to  report, 

b)  Losses ; 

U  3Q1  (Korncr)  is  reported  missing  for  the 
last  time  with  effect  from  21  January,   The 
boat  was  probably  sunk  by  the  British  submarine 
"Sahib",   One  midshipman  (j.g.)  has  been 
taken  prisoner.   The  remainder  of  the  crew 
including  the  Commander  were  killed. 

Nothing  to  report, 

(Signed)   Kreisch, 


23  December.   1943 

I,  a)    Daily  U-boat   positions   at  ,06,00  according; 

to  naval  gx id  squares s 

■&•  We s^er.r^  flfedl  ter  ranean ; 

U  73  CH  8440, 
U  3 80  CH  8340, 
U  642  CJ  4  220   (outward  bound). 

B,  Eastern  Mediterraneans 


u  596  CJ  6330, 
U  565  CO  5460, 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
08.00  t-Q- -OM6T 

No  boats, 

c)  IaJ222±J[atJ^Oj.s 

1)  Toulon;  U  223,  230,  371,  410,  450,  616. 

2)  Polas    U  81,  40*7,  4  53. 

1 1 ,   Air  reconnaissance ; 

A,  llejsjberj^lej^ 

Reconnaissance  west  of  5°  E  as  far  as  the 
African  coast.   Protective  reconnaissance 
between  Spain' and  Corsica,  north  of  41°, 
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B.  faster  r^J jPA^t.QiXQAG an ; 

Reconnaissance   of  Adriatic,   southwest  of  the 
Peloponnese,    southeast   of  Rhodes,    south  and 
southwest  of  Cyprus ,   inshore  waters  from 
Otranto  to  Cape   Spartivento. 


.  III.     Reports   on  the   enemy: 

A.  f-Les  tern  Med,  it  .err anean  s 
a)   Ex JJj^Qats,  s 

Nothing  to  report, 
k)  By.  air  reconnaissance : 


1)  0845/23  December  CJ  8469  2  tankers  of 

7 ? 000  G.R.T,,  1  escorting 
vessel 9  course  270°. 

2)  1023/2"}  December  CH  94%  5  merchant  ships 

of  10,000-12,000  G.R.T. 
each,  1  escort  vessel, 
course  70°. 

3)  1031/23  December  CH  9544  90-100  ships 

totaling  600,000  to 
700,000  G.R.T,, 
predominantly  Liberty 
ships,  4  freighters  over 
10,000  G.R.T,  and 
approximately  4  tankers, 
escorted  by  4  destroyers, 
course  90°. 

4)  0320/23  December  CH  3385  1  raft  with  5 

survivors.   Do  24  guided 
towards  it  to  rescue  them, 

c )  By  radio,  intercept  service : 

1)  23  December  in  the  evening  according  to  a 

radio  intercept  report  from 
the  Main  Naval  DA?   Station 
I'lontpellier  a  Mediterranean 
convey  was  in  the  sea  area 
close  to  Cape  Bon  and  is 
supposed  to  be  bound  for 
Augusta  and  Tarento, 

d)  Bv   G.I.S.    stations: 
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1)    0800/23  December   1  freighter   put   in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic. 

2.)   I815/23  December  4  probable  transports   of 

approximately  12 , 000 
G.R.T.   each,    1  freighter, 
4  minesweepers, 
2  "Agatho"   class  boats 
put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 
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e)  By  naval  forces: 

1)  Enemy  submarine  sighted  off 
Sestrilevante. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

Nothing  to  report. 

IV.   Current  U-boat  operations: 

The  boats  received: 

1)  reports  as  in  III.A.b.l,  2  and  3; 

2)  positions  of  hospital.  Red  Cross  and 
neutral  ships . 

3)  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report, 

U  642  (Brunning)  received  as  his  operational 
area  the  area  east  of  the  meridian  in  8245*5 
south  of  the  parallel  in  5595.   At  the  same 
time  the  boat  was  informed  that  according  to 
our  latest  information  the  main  traffic  routes 
run: 

1)  through  CJ  8925,  CJ  94959  CJ  9516 ,  CJ  6786 , 

2)  through  CJ  89259  CJ  8397,  CJ  6745,  and 

3)  from  Naples  to  Messina. 

U  7,3,  (Deckert)  has  not  reported.  Although  the 
boat  was  not  ordered  to  report  his  position,  it 
was  expected  that  a  signal  would  be  received 
after  the  two  large  convoys  had  passed  the  area 
where  the  boat  was  presumed  to  be.  Concern  is 
felt  for  U  73. 

U  t56^   (Henning)  reported  that  the  boat  is  limited 
in  its  ability  to  submerge  owing  to  heavy  depth- 
charge  attacks.   The  forward  periscope  casing  is 
damaged j  Wanze  broken  down  and  the  boat  makes 
loud  noises.   Ho  is  making  for  Salamis  for  an 
urgent  basic  overhaul  of  the  diesels.   Intends 
to  cross  35°  N  at  0600  on  25  December. 

U  596  (Norm)  was  informed  that  the  anti-aircraft 
carrier  "Nlobe"  taking  part  in  operation  "Herbst- 
gewitter  2"  ran  aground  near  Salve  Island  and 
broke  up  on  22  December  apparently  from  2 
U-boat  torpedo  hits. 

Last  night  the  E-boats  taking  part  in  operation 
"Horbstgewitter  2"  were  supposed  to  carry  out 
the  operation  planned  for  the  previous  night. 
Because  of  weather  conditions  the  E-boats  did 
not  sail, 
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V.    a)  Successes!  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses :    ) 

v I •   General  situation s 

Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


24  December,   1943 

I,         a)   Daily  U-boat  positions  at   0600  ace or ding 
to,  naval  grid,  sjiuarejg  ° 

U  73  CH  8440, 
U  3?0  OH  8350, 
U  642  CJ  7210    (outward  bound). 

B.  Mgtgrn  fed iter r anean s 

u  596  CJ"  6380, 

U  5o5  00  5550   (homeward  bound). 

b)  U-boats  homeward   and  outward  .bound  from 

"oTJoTT'to  iDffgolT""™^ 

No  boats. 

c)  In  port   (at  0800); 

1)  Toulon:     U  223,   230,-371,  410,  4^0,  616. 

2)  Pola:         U  81,  407,  453. 

1" I •       Air   recoiinai^^nce  : 

A .  Western  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  west  of  5°  E,  north  of  38°  N, 
Protective  reconnaissance  3  and  8°  E,  north 
of  40°,   Tyrrhenian  Sea.       Otherwise  no  details. 

B .  Eastern  Mediterranean s 


Reconnaissance   of   southeast   coast   of   Italy, 
coast  of  Cyrenaica. 

III.     Reports  on,  the  enemy: 

A »  Western  Mediterraneans 

Nothing  to  report. 
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"b)  fe  air  reconnaissances 

1933/24  December  CJ  6797  1  probable 

warship  hove  to, 

c)  B^_radio  intercept  service ; 

Nothing  to  report. 

3)  By  G.I.S.,  stations; 

1)  1815/23  December  1  laden  freighter  put 

in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Atlantic. 

2)  1845/23  December  1  laden  freighter  put 

in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Mediterranean. 

3)  1900/23  December  1  laden  freighter, 

1  "Agatho"  class  boat 
put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Atlantic. 

4)  0800/24.  December  1  "Cairo"  class  cruiser 

put  in  to  Gibraltar 
from  the  Mediterranean. 

5)  0930/24  December  2  laden  freighters  put 

out  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Atlantic. 

6)  0915/24  December  convoy  of  about  20 

ships  coming  from  the 
Mediterranean  sighted 
from  Gibraltar. 

7)  1100/24  December  convoy  of  1.6  British 

freighters,  1  Polish, 
freighter,  1  Greek 
freighter,  2  corvettes 
put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Atlantic. 


•p 


8)  1115/24  December  2  transports  probably 

carrying  troops, 
3  destroyers  sighted 
from  Gout a  mating  for 
the  Mediterranean . 

9)  1200/24  December  2  freighters  put  out 

from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

10)  1345/24  December   9  freighters, 

3   corvettes,    2   "Agathe" 
-  class  boats ?   and   1  tug 

4P  put   in  to  Gibraltar 

from  the  Mediterranean. 

11)  1350/24  December   10  transports   of 

15,000  G.B.T.   each  and 
larger,   1  freighter  of 
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9,000  G.R.T.,  1  cruiser, 
8  dostroyers  (sighted 
from  Ceuta),  sighted  from 
Spartel  making  for  the 
Mediterranean. 
Later  2  transports, 
0'  1  cruiser,  2  destroyers 

turned  away  from  the 
convoy  and  continued  on 
a  course  set  for  the 
Mediterranean.   The 
remainder  of  the  convoy 
turned  off  to  the 
Atlantic. 

12)  1715/24  December  2  transports,  1  cruiser, 

2  destroyers  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic  (see  III. A. d. 11.) 

0)  By  naval  forces: 


1130/24  December  CJ  1472  enemy  submarine 

sighted, 

£•  I^as ter,n_  ^ je dit or .r an.e an s 

Nothing  to  report. 

-^"  •  Current  U-boat  operations s 

The  following  reports  were  passed  on  to  the  boats: 

1)  as  In  III.A.g,  III.A.rl.8, 

2)  positions  of  hospital  ships, 

3)  Christmas  greetings  from  C-in-C  U-boats  and 
Captain  U-boats, 

4)  Naval  High  Command  Daily  Orders, 

5)  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

U  642  (Brunning) ,  in  contradiction  to  previous 
orders  (operational  area  in  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea) 
received  orders  to  operate  on  the  large  convoy  of 
70  ships  which,  according  to  an  air  reconnaissance 
report  from  La  Linea,  is  believed  to  have  passed 
through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  on  22  December, 
This  convoy  has  so  far  not  been  picked  up  again  by 
any  shore  station  or  by  air  reconnaissance, 

IL126  (Nonn) .   The  E-boats  taking  part  in 
operation  "Herbstgewitter  2"  were  due  to  carry  out 
the  sortie  planned  at  night.   Because  of  weather 
conditions  the  boots  did  not  sail.   Captain 
U-boats  intends  to  issue  orders  on  25  December 
for  U  59e  to  return  (see  under  VI). 

UJ56J?  (Kenning)  intends  to  cross  35°  N  at  0600. 
Admiral  Aegean  took  over  command  at  0200  and  gave 
permission  for  the  boat  to  cross. 
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Admiral  Aegean  informed  the  boat  that  an 
aircraft  from  Alexandria  reported  an  A.S.V. 
(air  to  surface  vessel)  location  at  2210  and 
that  at  2400  the  aircraft  received  orders  to 
attach.     At  0254  the  boat  was  ordered  to 
report  his  position.   U  565  reported  from 
CO  5223. 

v»    a)  Successess 

Nothing  to  report. 
b)  Losses s 

U  73  (Deckert)  is  believed  to  be  lost. 

V I .   .Go  nor  ^1  sj.tjiat.ion : 

Naval  Far  Staff  1st  Division  (Operations), 
Group  South  and  Admiral  Adriatic  have  been 
informed  by  teleprinter  (Captain  U-boats 
Mediterranean  Host  Secret  3725)  that  I  intend 
to  order  U  596  to  return  on  25  December. 
The  reasons  are  as  follows s 

1)  The  boat  has  reached  the  limit  of  its 
operational  duration. 

2)  The  boat  is  only  read;/  to  operate  with 
restrictions  because  of  -breakdoY/ns  and 
faults .   (Faults  s  leaky  stern  tubes  and 
exhaust  cut-out.   Breakdowns  ■ "Wanze" 
and  "Naxos" ,) 

3)  The  boat  has  no  prospects  of  success  in 
this  operational  area. 

The  following  is  noted  with  regard  to  U  596  fs 
operation: 

The  boat  was  assigned  to  operation  "Herbst- 
gewittor  2"  for  the  greater  part  of  his  opera- 
tional period.   During  that" time  ho  could  not 
achieve  any  successes.   On  the  other  hand,  in 
the  10  out  of  25  days  at  sea  so  far,  when  he 
operated  on  enenry  traffic  routes  on  the  south- 
east coast  of  Italy,  the  boat  sank  a  75OOO 
G.R.T.  steamer,  torpedoed  another  7?000  tonner 
and  1  destroyer  (probably  sunk) , 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


-856- 


CONFIDENTIAL 

3SCUUITI  INFORMATION  400 


c 


c 


CONFIDENTIAL 

25  December T  194^ 

I.    a)  Dally;  U-boat  ,P,Qj3rit_ior^^^J3Sp^ according 
to, .  nava  1  £r  id_.  so uar es : 

A«  I^^£^Jjg^iifeerraneg^i: 

U  380  CI-I  8350, 
U  642  CJ  7710 

U  596  CJ  6370, 

U  565  CO  2860  (homeward  bound). 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound  from 
'Of Op,   to  (OTI  ^     *"^ 

No  boats, 

c)  Ia«s°£LJLaL-2SP^l ; 

1)  TouXons  U  223,  230,  371,  410,  450,  642. 

2)  Polas    U  81,  407,  453. 

1 1 •   Air  re cpnnai s sancc : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean s 


Protective  reconnaissance  west  of  5°  E  north 
of  3'3°  N.   Reconnaissance  of  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B .  Eastern  Ifediterranean; 


Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  southwest  of 
Peloponnese,  Ionian  Sea,  inshore  waters  from 
Otranto  to  Cape  Spartivento, 

III.  Reports,  on  the  enemy : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 


a)  By;  U-boats i  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
I3)  By,  .air  reconnaissance!  ) 

c )  HX .XS^ll0- Jjxt e rjcoi\t,, .scry ice. : 

Evening  of  25  December,  probably  in  the  sea 
area  Philippeville  -  Bone,  one  convoy 
according  to  operator's  evaluation. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations; 

1)    0045/25  December   10  ships,    2  destroyers 

proceeding  from  t he- 
Atlantic  to  the 
Mediterranean,       No 
details   could  be 
distinguished  because 
of  fog. 
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2)  O830/25  December  11  freighters.  4  gun- 

boats north  or  Tres 
Forcas,   making  for  the 
Mediterranean . 

3)  0845/25'  December   1  cruiser  with  3  funnels 

put   in  to  Gibraltar   iron 
the  Mediterranean, 

e)   BxJiaVni. JL2ZiL°J=L s 
Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterraneans 

a)  BshJJr-b  Q.at s  ?  ) 

fc)  By  a ir.  r e  cpnnai s  sance  s  ) 

)     Nothing  to 

c )  PX  radio  intercept  ^erjric e  s    )     report, 

d)  By  C.I.S-.   stations;  ) 

e)  Bv  naval  for pes ; 

1)  15C5/25  December  CO  3737  enemy  submarine, 

2)  I63O/25  December  north  of  Levita  enemy 

s ubmar i ne  wi t hdr awing 
to  the  southeast. 

^  •   Current  U-»bqat  operations : 

The  following  reports  were  passed  on  to  the  boats s 

1)  as  in  III.A.d.l  and  2, 

2)  positions  of  hospital  ships, 

3)  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report, 

U  ,596,  (Noma)  was  informed  that  the  E -boats  were 
putting  out  at  dark  to  hunt  enemy  vessels. 
The  boat  received  orders  to  return  to  Pola9  as 
planned  (see  Trar  Diary  of  24  December s  VI). 

U  5^5   (Henning)  reported  that  he  will  be  at 
"Point  140  A  at  0700  on  27  December. 

V.         a)   Sue ce sse_s  1   ) 

)    Nothing  to  report, 
b )   Losses s  ) 

V L •       Ge^ner aJ,  s ituatipn : 

Nothing  to  report, 

(Signed)       Kreisch. 
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26  December .1943 


I •         a )  Daily  U-boat  •positions  at  0600  according; 
;bo  naval  gyid  squares s 

A,  Western  Mediterranean; 


U  38O  CH  G430. 
U  642  CJ  7590, 

B ,   Eastern  Mediterranean : 


u  596  cj  6370. 

U  565  CO  2620. 

b)  TT-boa/fcs  homeward  and  outward  b ound  gf  r °'f\ 
W^O.  to  1WGT~ 

No  boats . 

c)  In  port  . (at    0800) 1 


1)  Toulon s     U  223,    230,   371 ,    410,   450,    616, 

2)  Polas  U  81,   407,   4  53. 

II.  Air  re  connais  sance s 

A.  West er  n  Me  ait er rane an ° 

Reconnaissance  of  Tyrrhenian  Sea.       Protective 
and   sea  reconnaissance  of   sea  area  from  south 
coast   of  France   to  CH  C36O  and  back  on  the   same 
route.       Protective  reconnaissance   of  sea  area 
south  00;  st  of  France  to  40°  N. 

B.  Eas ter n . Jfediter, r ane a u 1 
Nothing  to  report. 

III.  R e.ppr t s   op^ _t! he^  ene any  1 

A,  ffi  s^erri  j'fecli .t er 1 'ane  a ,n  1 

a)  By;  IJ-boats;  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnajug^ajices    ) 

c )  Bv_ .JZ&A  1  °^.  i-nA e r AG,"Q ^,  ■s,e.r ,Y -P.6, s 

1)  The  convoy  given  in  III.A.cl  of 

25"  December  "was  in  the  Bizerta  area  on 
the  evening  of  26  December  according  to 
an  operator's  evaluation, 

2)  V/estbound  convoy  was  in  the  Tenes  -  Oran 
sea  area  on  the  evening  of  26  December. 

<3 )  Ex ShJ. ills-  stations  s 

1)  0615/26  December  1  freighter  of  6,000 

G.R.T. .  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the 
iterranean. 
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2)  O93O/26  December  1  Belgian  transport  and 

1  British  transport 
carrying  troops,  1  light 
cruiser.  3  destroyers, 

2  corvettes,  2  escort 
vessels  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Atlantic, 

3)  0955/26  December  1  cruiser  probably 

American,  with  3  funnels 
sighted  in  the  Straits 
making  for  the  Atlantic. 

4)  1005/26  December  1  British  transport, 

1  French  transport 
approximately  14 , 000 
G.R.T..  3  destroyers 
put  ouo  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Atlantic „ 

5)  1115/26  December  1  "Fiji"  class  cruiser, 

1  "Aurora"  class  cruiser 
put  in  to  Gibraltar 
from  the  Mediterranean. 

0700/26  December  enemy  submarine  shelled 

3  barges  off  Sestrilevantc. 

B,  Ea^^ern . Jfc dlte r  1  \l uio  ;\n § 

Nothing  to  report. 

■^ •   Current  U-boat  piper actions, 2 

The  following  v/ere  passed  on  to  the  boats  t 

1)  alteration  in  the  plan  of  conversion  tables, 

2)  German  Air  Force  recognition  signals, 

3)  positions  of  hospital  ships, 

4)  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

U  596  (Norm)  has  so  far  not  reported  when  he 
will  reach  the  rendezvous.   The  boat  has  been 
reminded  he  has  to  report, 

U  .5[65  (Henning)  was  informed  by  Admiral  Aegean 
that  'the  boat  must  sail  from  the  harbor  boom 
with  a  ground  mine  escort  and  that  this  escort 
will  be  ground  mine  defense  escort  boat  2. 
In  addition  the  U-boat  is  warned  to  expect  to 
meet  a  convoy  bound  for  Suda, 

V«         a)  .Successes;    ) 

)   Nothing  to  report. 
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V I .        Ge nor al_  ,s_it  uat  i.on  • 
Nothing  to  report. 


(Signed)       Kreisch, 


I. 


II. 


a )  Dally  U-boat  positions  at  0800  accordin 
to  naval  grid  squares!  " 

A»  ?'e stern  Me idite r lyajiean i 

U  380  CH  8430, 
U  642  CJ  7580. 

£>•  Eas t or n  Mediterranean 1 

U  596  CJ  6220   (homeward  bound), 
U  565  CK  8980   (homeward  bound). 

b )  U-b oats.  J j^ipward  ^and^^outvf ar d_ Jb ound.  tv qm 
CfOOO  toTJcfOOT 


U  565  (Henning)  put  in  to  Salamis  at 
1045/27  December  from  his  16 th 
operation   (of  the  boat). 

°)   ,In  ,P,ort  , (ejL-QS Q( 0  ° 

1)  Toulon s     IJ  223,   230,   371,   410,   450,   6l6. 

2)  Pola: 

Air  roc onna is sance s  . 


U  81, "407, "453 


A .  West er n  Medit erranean : 

Reconnaissance  of  Tyrrhenian  Sea.  Protective 
reconnaissance  west  of  5°  E  north  of  39°  N  and 
between  3°  and  8°  E  north  of  40°  N. 

B .  Eastern  Mediterranean 2 

Sea  reconnaissance  of  Eastern  Mediterranean 
east  of  32° ?  Ionian  Sea, 

III,  Reports  on  the  enemys 

a)  By  U^boatss  ) 


^3)  By  air  recp.nnais sance s  ) 


)  Nothing  to  report. 
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°)  By  radio,  interce-pt  service; 

1)  Evening  of  27  December  east bound 
American  convoy  in  the  Malta  sea  area. 

2)  Evening  of  27  December  westbound 
convoy  in  the  Gibraltar  sea  area. 

d)  By  G.I. 8.  stations; 

1)  1000/27  December  3  laden  French  freighters, 

1  French  corvette  coming 
from  the  Atlantic  abreast 
of  Europa  Point.   Convoy 
turned  away  again  at  1200. 
Set  course  for  the 
Atlantic. 

2)  1300/27  December  2  freighters  of  4,000  to 

5,000  G.R.T.  each, 
1  escort  vessel, 
1  corvette  making  for 
the  Atlantic,  reported. 
by  Cape  Spar-eel. 

3)  1325/27  December  convoy  passed  Tangier  - 

Caraminal  line  on  a 
westerly  course. 
Freighters  estimated  at 
approximately  2,000  G.R.T. 

4)  1000/27  December  5  British  freighters  put 

in  to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean. 

e)  "£y  na va  1  f  or  c  e  s  ; 

.Nothing  to  report.  * 

B.  Eastern  Ilediterranean ; 

a)  By  U-boats; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance; 

0400-0800/27  December  5  vessels ?  details 

not  identified,  in 
CP  5879,  5788  and 
8219. 

°)  By_  radio  intercept  service;  ) 

<*)  By  G.I.S.,  stations;        )  Nothing  to 

)  report. 

e)  By  naval  forces;  ) 
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tV  •   Current,  U-boat  operations : 

The  following  were  passed  on  to  the  boats: 

1)  an  extract  from  the  announcement  from  Naval 
High  Command  on  the  loss  of  the  battleship 
"Scharnhorst" , 

2)  positions  of  Red  Cross  and  hospital  ships, 

3)  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

U  38O  (Brandi)  was  ordered  to  report  his  position. 
The  signal  was  not  answered. 

U  5,9,6  (Norm)  was  reminded  to  report  the  time  of 
his  arrival  at  the  rendezvous .   The  boat 
signaled  that  he  will  be  at  Point  H  at  0800  on 
Tuesday  (28  December).   U-boat  base  Pola  has 
been  informed, 

V.    a)  Successes  t    ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b)  IjQs ses  s    ) 

V  ^  •   GgJ^e?aJL  S-ituatipn : 

The  last  operation  of  U  596  again  showed  that 
the  use  of  U-boats  to  support  landing  operations 
is  not  worthwhile,   A  U-boat  cannot  give  support 
to  our  forces  when  they  are  carrying  out  landing 
operations  because  the  pre-requisite  of 
"operating",  vision  and  mobility  are  denied  to 
the  boat  by  enemy  air  patrols , 

The  use  of  U-boats  in  operation  "Herbstgewitter  2" 
is  not  considered  by  Captain  U-boats  to  be 
advisable  because  s 

a)  the  area  is  unsuitable  for  U-boats, 

b)  -our  sea  and  air  forces  are  operating  in 
the  same  sea  area, 

c)  valuable  enemy  targets  are  lacking. 

It  is  therefore  intended  to  allocate  the  area 
on  the  southeast  coast  of  Italy  to  U  81  as  his 
operational  area,   Naval  High  Command/Naval 
War  Staff  1st  Division  (Operations)  has  been 
informed  of  this  by  teleprinter  (Car-tain  U-boats 
Most  Secret  3749/43), 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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28  December.  1943 

I.  a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 

to"  naval,  .grid  squares  s 

A»  IfesJff-TQ JJIedi te r t anean ; 

U  380  CH  8430, 
U  642  CJ  7730. 

B»  Eastern  Me d iter r a ne  an % 

U  596  CJ  2395  (homeward  bound). 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and,  outward,  bound  from 
ICl80.0....to_Q^Qg' 

U  596  (Nonn)  put  in  to  Pola  at  093 0/28  December 
from  his  8th  operation  (of  the  boat). 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) s 

1)  Toulon*   U  223,  2305  371 ,  410,  450,  616. 

2)  Polas     U  81,  407 ?  453 . 

3)  Salamiss  U  565. 

II.  A ir_ _r ec onnai s  s ance  i 

&•   ^(es.tern  Mediterranean  s 

Protective  reconnaissance  between  3°  and  3°  E 
north  of  40°  N,   Reconnaissance  of  Tyrrhenian 
Sea, 

B»  Ba st ■  e  r .n , .He di t e ;  r r a ne an s 

Reconnaissance   of  Adriatic. 
m  •     RQ^QXts_oja._theT  enemy i 

a)  By  U-boat ss 

Nothing  to  report, 
k )  P,v.  A-fo,  P.Q.cpffl^ssance  ° 


1)  0855/28  December  2  M.T.B.s  in  the 

northern  part  of  the 
Strait  of  Bonifacio, 
northeasterly  course, 

2)  1015/28  December  CJ  9884  10  merchant 

ships  up  to  10,000 


G.R.T.,  2  escort 


? 


vessels,  course  21°. 

3)  1015/28  December  CJ  9884  14  merchant 

ships,  course  270°, 
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4)  1017/28  December  CN  3257  2  units, 

course   150°, 

°)  Jjy-jrj3vdio_ ^nterce^t   service ; 

Evening  of  28  December  a  westbound  convoy 
was  in  the  Fait a  sea  area  according  to  an 
operator's   evaluation, 

3)  By_Gg_I._5J statj^onsi 

1)  0345/28  December  20  medium-sized  and 

large  vessels, 
8  destroyers  or  gunboats 
sighted  from  Tangier 
making  for  the  Atlantic. 

2)  0810/28  December  3  freighters  of  5,000  - 

6,000  G.R.T.,  1  freighter 
of  2,000  G.R.T., 
2  submarine  chasers 
passed  the  Tangier  - 
Caraminal  line,  mailing 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

3)  0845/28  December  41  freighters,  8  tankers, 

2  corvettes, 

3  destroyers,  abreast 

of  Punt a  Carnero,  making 
for  the  Atlantic. 

4)  0900/28  December  1  probable  auxiliary 

cruiser,  5  large  cruisers, 
3  small  cruisers  passed 
abreast  of  Ceuta,  making 


for  Gibraltar. 

)  IO3O/28  December  1  "Fiji"  class  cruiser 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Atlantic. 


6)  1045/28  December  16  British  freighters, 

1  Norwegian  freighter, 

1  French  freighter, 

2  freighters  of  unknown 
nationality,  1  French 
destroyer,  I  corvette, 

I  tug  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the 
Med.it  err  ane  an . 

7)  1100/28  December  1  French  transport, 

1  French  freighter, 
1  Italian  freighter, 
1  French  corvette  put 
in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Atlantic. 

8)  1810/28  December  1  large  French 

destroyer  "Mogador " 
proceeding  from  the 
Mediterranean  to  the 
Atlantic, 
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e)  By  naval  forces; 

0948/28  December  CJ  1448  one  of  our 

steamers  torpedoed 
by  a  submarine , 

B t  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

Nothing  to  report. 

IV •   Current  U-boat  operations  ; 

The  following  were  passed  on  to  the  boats s 

1)  reports  as  In  III. A. d. 2, 

2)  Serial  Order  No. 34, 

3)  positions  of  hospital  ships, 

4)  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

TL380  (Brand i)  and  U_642  (Br (inning)  were 
oraefed  to  report  tFe  impositions.   U  380 
reported  at  2307  from  CH  7542.   No  signal  was 
received  from  U  642  (Br  {inning) .   An  indistinct 
short  signal  received  at  1905  cannot  be  the 
position  report  requested  of  U  642  because  the 
request  was  not  transmitted  until  2234. 

IX_642  (Br finning)  received  orders  to  occupy  the 
operational  area  (in  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea) 
ordered  on  23  December  in  signal  serial  number 
509,   The  sighting  as  in  III. A. b, 2  was  passed 
on  to  "Br  (Inning". 

V.    a)  Successes s  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses s    ) 

v I •   General  situation s 
Nothing  to  report . 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


,29  December^J1943. 

-•  a)   Daily  U-boat   positions   at   08 00  according 

to. .  Jiayk-L ._gr  id_  J?.ctuar. e_s  s 

A.  Ko.-lteJlJ-'lJfejl it e rran ,e ft n  s 

U  38O  CH  7542, 
U  642  CJ  7560. 
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B«   Eastern  Medit e r T^a ng an s 
No  boats. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and   outward  bound  from 

oSoo  to^oBooT  "~ 
|  _ 

No  boats. 

c)  In  _p_or t_  ..(at.  08QQ). : 

1)  Toulon:  U  223,  230,  371,  410,  450,  6l6. 

2)  Pola;    U  81,  407,  453,  596. 

3)  Salamis:  U  %5 . 

1 1  •   Ai^r  _rec  pnna  i  s  s  anc  e  1 

A.  vre s tern  Medit er rane  an ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Tyrrhenian  Sea,  Protective  • 
reconnaissance  of  sea  area  south  coast  of 
France  to  Balearic  Islands. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean s 
Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic,  Ionian  Sea. 

Ill,  Reports  on  the  enemy  1 

A,  We stern  Med  it err aneans 
a)  By  U-boats  1 

Nothing  to  report. 
^ )  By  air,  reconnaissance  s 

1)  0750/29  December  CJ  8379  2  merchant  ships 

of   10.000   G.R.T., 

1  destroyer,    course  60°. 

2)  0940/29  December  CJ  5748  1  merchant   ship 

up  to  3,000  G.R.T., 
course   90°. 

c)  By.  radio,  intercept  service; 

1)  29  December  Britain  -  Mediterranean 

convoy  was  in  the  CF  65  sea 
area.   Convoy  will  have 
passed  through  Straits  of 
Gibraltar  by  3  January. 

2)  1455/29  December  Algiers  patrol  vessel 

reported  a  submerged  U-boat 
in  CH  913?. 

^  d)  By  G.I.S.  _sjba_tionss 

1)  0100/29  December  2  large  silhouettes, 

transports  of  12,000 
G.R.To,  possibly 

2  destroyers   sighted 
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from  Ceuta  making  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

2)  1730/29  December  1  freighter  of  105000 

G.R.T.  passed  Alicante 
at  a  distance  of  1§- 
miles  on  a  northeasterly 
course. 

3)  0815/29  December  2  transports  put  in  to 

Malaga  to  embark 
Frenchmen. 

e)  By  naval,  forces: 

Nothing  to  report. 

B»  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

a)  By  U-boats s 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air,  reconnaissance: 

1)  1615/29  December  CK  4877  7  merchant  ships, 

several  small  naval 
craft 9  northerly  course. 

2)  1940/29  December  CJ  6613  1  ship,  no 

details  ascertained. 

3)  2206/29  December  CJ  3789  2  ships, 

course  17 0°. 


Nothing  to 
report , 


c )  By  radio,  intercept  service : 

d)  Bv  G.I.G.  stations; 

e)  B,y  naval,  forces: 
IV .   Current  U-boat,  operations  s 

The  following  were  passed  on  to  the  boats: 

1)  reports  as  in  III.A.b.l.  2,  III. A. c. 2. 

UI.A.d.l. 

2)  a)  German  Air  Force  recognition  signals 

from  1  to  6  January, 

b)  putting  into  effect  recognition  signal 
cartridge  3? 

c)  cancellation  of  codeword  "Espe", 

^  d)  identification  numbers  to  identification 

^  groups  of  conversion  table,  identification 

word  "Mdndung"  for  January  and  February, 

3)  positions   of  hospital  ships, 

4)  an  extract   from  the  Armed  Forces   Report. 
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U  642  (Brlinning)  was  ordered  to  report  his 
position.   The  boat  reported  from  CJ  8395". 

U  380  (Brandi)  was  informed  that  he  may  expect 
some  of  our  U-boats  proceeding  from  the  west 
to  the  east. 

V.  a)  Successes ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b)  Losses;    ) 

VI.  Ge  ner a 1  s  i tuat i o n : 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


I,  a)   Dailv  U-boat   positions  at   080(3  according 

to  naval  .grid,  squares  s 

A,   Western  Meditprr^nean s 

U  38O  CH  7540, 

U  642  CJ  8395. 

B«  Eastern  Med.iter  ranean  1 

No  boats . 

"b )   lj~bpats  homeward,  and   outward   bound   from 
TJoWToHWo  ■ 

U  81   (Krieg)   put   out  from  Pola  at  1730/30 

December  on  his   17th  operation   (of  the  boat). 


1)  Toulon:        U  2235    230,   371,    410,    45"0?  616. 

2)  Polas  U  81,   407,   453?    596. 

3)  Salamiss     U  565. 

II.       Air,  recpnnai .s.sance  1 

A*  We  stern  Med it  er  ra.ne an : 

Protective  reconnaissance  of  sea  area  from 
south  coast  of  France  to  Balearic  Islands. 

B.  Eastern,  .Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance   of  Central  Mediterranean 
between  16°  30 l  E  and  19°  E  north  of  33°  N. 
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III.     Reports,  on  the  .enemas 

A.  Western  I'fed.iterranean s 

a)  By  U-boats; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance; 


1)  1100/30  December  CJ  4661  2  tankers, 

1  guardboat, 
northerly  course, 

2)  1938/30  December  CJ  6785  2  merchant   ships 

of  approximately  2,000 
G.R.T.   hove   to. 

3)  195Q/30  December  CJ  9129  30  ships',    course 

and  speed  not  ascertained. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service? 

1)  A  westbound  convoy,  in  the  Malta  sea 

area  on  28  December,  was  in  the  Bizerta  - 
Philippeville  sea  area  on  30  December. 

d)  By  G.I.S.,  stations; 

1)  134-5/30  December  1  "Aurora"  class  cruiser 

put  in  to  Gibraltar 
from  the  Atlantic 

2)  1100/30  December  2  French  transports, 

carrying  troops, 
1  destroyer,  1  corvette, 
1  minesweeper  passed 
Punt a  Carnero  making 
for  the  Atlantic. 

3)  0945/30  December  1  freighter  of  4.982 

G.RoT*  in  ballast, 
1  escort  vessel,  put 
out  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

e)  By;  naval  forces; 
Nothing  to  report ». 

B,  Eastern  Med.it err .anean ; 

a)  By  U-boats s 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaiss.ance; 
Nothing  to  report. 
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°)  Bjy.  radio,  .intercept,  service; 

According  to  the  radio  intercept  service  at 
0932 5  convoy  formations  "Novelty",  "Rubble", 
"Nipple",  "Evolution" ?  in  the  Benghazi  area 
received  warning  of  aircraft. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 

e)  By  naval  forces;    ) 

IV,  Current  U-boat  operations; 

The  following  were  passed  on  to  the  boats; 

1)  the  report  in  III. A, d. 3? 

2)  "ZaunkBnig"  successes  to  date, 

3)  a  correction  to  Standing  War  Order  from 
C-in-C  U-boats  No. 121, 

4-)  position  of  a  hospital  ship, 

5)  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report, 

U  642  (Br tinning)  was  sent  the  reconnaissance 
reports  as  in  III.. A  .b.  2  and  3. 

V,  a)  Successes;  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b)    Losses;  ) 

VI,  General,  situation; 

Naval  High  Command/Naval  War  Staff  1st  Division 
(Operations)  concurs  with  the  intention  to 
operate  U  81  in  the  sea  area  of  the  southeast 
coast  of  Italy  (see  War  Diary  of  27  December,  VI). 
(Naval  War  Staff  1st  Division  (Operations)  I.U. 
4047  S.0,s  only  dated  30  December.) 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


31  December,  194  "^ 

I.    a)  Daily.  U-boat  /positions...  at_._0800  according 
Tp.  naval  .grid.  3  ,q ua.r e s  % 

A,  Western  Me.dit.e r r ang an ; 

U  38O  CH  7540, 

u  642  cj  8390, 

B  ,  Eastern  Mediterranean s 

U  81  CJ  3720  (outward  bound), 
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b)  H~bioa;b,s  ^homey/ard  and   outward   bemad  from 
TTfTocTTo    OlTOO 


ft  1)   Toulons       U  223,   230,    371.   410,   450,   616. 

2)  Pola;  U  407,   453,    596. 

3)  Salamis:     U  565. 

II.  Air  r  e  c onnai  s sance s 

A*  W.e.S"ter n  Mediterranean s 

Protective  reconnaissance  between  3°  and  8°  E 
north  of  40°,  otherwise  no  information. 

B,   Easter n  Me d iterr ane an ? 

No  details. 

III.  Reports,  on,  the,  enemy: 

A.  We stern  Med  iterr  ane  an  t 

a)  By  U-boats?  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissances  ) 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 

On  the  afternoon  of  31  December  a  U.S.A.  - 
Mediterranean  convoy  was  in  the  Gibraltar  sea 
area  according  to  an  operator's  evaluation. 

<Q  By  G .  I.,.S ,_  stations  1 

1)  1800/29  December  2  large  freighters 

passed  Cape  de  Gat a 
making  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

2)  30  December      1  British  steamer  of 

55438  G.R.T.  put  in  to 
Valencia,  took  on 
505000-605 000  barrels 
of  apples.   Probably 
due  to  sail  on  1  or  2 
January,   An  explosion 
occurred  in  the  steamer 
on  31  December. 

3)  0845/31  December  1  freighter  In  ballast 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

4)  0815/31 "December  1  landing  ship  (tank) 

sighted  from  Cape 
Spartel  making  for 
the  Mediterranean. 
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5)  0900  1  freighter* 

1100  1  tanker  put  In  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Mediterranean, 

6)  0900  1  freighter  put  in  to  Gibraltar 

from  the  Atlantic. 

e)  By  naval  force's: 
Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Ea st  er n  Me d  1  te r  r  ane.a.n t 

a)  By  U-boats? 
Nothing  to  report, 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance ; 

0845/31  December  CO  4124  convoy  of  16 

merchant  ships,  3  escort 
vessels,  course  310° • 

c)  By  radio,  intercept  services  ) 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations;       ,  )  Nothing  to 

)  report , 

e)  By  nayal^f  or_ces.  1  ) 

IV .   Current  y~bpat_pj)cratij3j^  1 

The  following  were  passed  on  to  the  boats: 

1)  New  Year  greetings  from  Naval  High  Command, 
C»in~C  U-boats  and  Captain  U-boats,  and 

2)  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

IT380  (Brandi)  was  informed  that  according  to 
radio  intercept  reports: 

a)  on  30  December  a  westbound  convoy  was  in  the 
Biserta  -  Philippeville  sea  area,  and 

b)  on  31  December  a  U.S.A.  -  Mediterranean  convoy 
was  in  the  Gibraltar  sea  area. 

Naval  War  Staff  announced  that  for  reasons  of 
prestige  it  wishes  British  steamers  near  the 
Spanish  Mediterranean  coast  to  be  sunk  as  soon 
as  possible, 

Apart  from  continual  traffic  in  ore  from  the 
neighborhood  of  Cartagena  there  is  additional 
traffic  in  food  by  British  ships  from  Valencia 
and  Cartagena.   Ships  are  mainly  escorted  by  a 
destroyer  or  corvette.   The  boat  is  informed 
of  this.   The  report  In  III, A. d. 3  was  passed  on 
to  the  boat, 

U  81  (Krieg)  was  ordered  to  report  "whether  he 
observed  enemy  aircraft  laying  mines  between  2200 
and  2230  on  30  December  in  CJ  2634  to  3442. 
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According  to  a  teleprinter  message  from  the 
Off icer-in-Charge  U-boat  base  Pola  there  is  a 
suspicion  that  a  group  of  enemy  aircraft 
carried  out  minelaying  in  the  area  given. 
No  signal  was  received  from  the  boat. 

V.  a)  Suc.ces.sess  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report. 
b)   Lojsses '  ) 

VI.  General  situations 

In  Naval  War  Staff  1st  Division  (U-boat 
Operations)  I.U.  4080/43  S.O.s  only  dated 
31  December,  Naval  War  Staff  pointed  out  the 
increase  in  enemy  traffic  to  Turkish  ports  and 
ordered  U  45"3  to  operate  in  this  area. 

Captain  U-boats  had  intended  to  have  not  only 
U  453  (Luhrs)  but  also  U  407  (Korndb*rfer) ,  both 
commanders  of  which  have  changed-  operate  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  Eastern  Mediterranean. 
Apart  from  the  possibility  of  disrupting  traffic, 
it  has  been  found  worthwhile  to  let  boats  with 
new  commanders  operate  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  Eastern  Mediterranean  where,  owing  to  slight 
enemy  activity,  the  commander  and  his  crew  will 
have  a  chance  to  become  accustomed  to  each  other 
and  to  their  boat. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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I.  The  strength  of  enemy  mercantile  traffic  was-. 
also  determined  in  December  mainly,  "by  supplies 
required  for  the  Italian  front, _   From  this  it  is 

fft  obvious  that  the  enemy  is  still' further  exploiting 

the  success  achieved  during  the  year,  namely  the 
opening  up  of  the  Mediterranean. 

Some  of  the  convoys  passing  through  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar  in  to  the  Mediterranean  from  Britain, 
probably  also  from  the  U.S.A.,  choose  the  shorter 
route  to  East  Asia  through  the  Mediterranean. 
Returning  convoys  use  the  same  route,.   This  has 
been  confirmed  by  radio  intercept  messages-  and' 
aircraft  reconnaissances.. 

No  activity  on  the  part  of  heavy  allied  units  was 
observed..  A  total  of  5"  battleships,  1  auxiliary 
aircraft  carrier  and  X$  cruisers  was  estimated  at 
the  end  of  the  month. 

In  addition  there  are  the  Italian  units  of  which 
probably  only  the  smallest  proportion  are  fully 
ready  to  operate.   These  forces  were  neither 
reported  nor  observed  to  move.   If  none  have  been 
withdrawn  from  the  Mediterranean,  it  is  estimated, 
that  there  are  5  battleships  and  roughly  6  cruisers 
in  the  Mediterranean  area. 

No  preparations  for  large-scale  landing  operations 
in  the  form  of  movements  of  landing  craft  were 
observed ,.   The  withdrawal  of  landing  craft  from 
the  Mediterranean  continues.   An  influx  was 
particularly  noted  at  the  middle  of  the  month. 
The  total  number  has  been  reduced  by  .about  one- 
third  of  infantry  and  tank  landing  craft  and  one- 
fifth  of  landing  ships  (tank)  as  compared  with 
the  number  In  the  Mediterranean  area  at  the  time 
of  the  invasion  of  Italy,   The  possibility  of 
carrying  out  a  very  important  landing  cannot  there- 
fore be  excluded  but  it  is  not  believed  probable 
as  there  are  no  indications  of  it. 

On  the  other  hand  we  must  always  take  into  account 
the  possibility  of  small  outflanking  landings 
such  as  the  enemy  attempted  in  the  Garigliano 
estuary. 

It  was  ascertained  from  air  reconnaissance  reports 
that  some  of  the  smaller  landing  craft  are  being 
used  for  supplies  chiefly  -on  the  route  from  north 
Sicilian  ports  to  Naples  and  Taranto  -  Brindisi  - 
Eari.   It  may  be  assumed  that  effective  German 
Air  Force  attacks  on  the  ports  mentioned  have 
forced  the  enemy  to  choose  transhipments  to 
n*  avoid  heavy  concentrations  of  merchant  shipping 

In  ports  near  German  airfields. 

II.  U-boat  operations  were  concentrated  in  the 
Western  Mediterranean  because  of  information  of 
the  past  months  and  more  recently,  in  proportion 
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to  the  boats  available  as  well  as  their  allocation 
to  the  Western  and  Eastern  Mediterranean.   This 
area  is  touched  by  the  main  stream  of  enemy- 
traffic. 

The  routes  used  by  the  enemy  in  this  area  are 
determined  in  principle  by  two  factors? 

1)  The  narrowness  of  the  area  offers  greater 
possibilities  of  carrying  out  avoiding  actions 
to  the  north  or  south, 

2)  The  nearer  he  is  to  the  conquered  coast,  the 
more  effective  and  simple  is  the  protection 
of  supply  traffic  afforded  by  fighter  cover 
against  air  attacks  and  anti-U-boat  sweeps 
by  naval  and  air  forces. 

Enemy  traffic  therefore  runs  within  a  line  of 
approximately  40  to  50  miles  breadth  parallel  to 
the  enemy-occupied  coast. 

In  the  western  part  of  the  Western  Mediterranean, 
in  the  "funnel",  where  he  has  no  coast  under  his. 
control  available,  traffic  is  spread  over  the 
whole  width  of  the  area.   It  must  be  noted  how- 
ever that  the  main  part  runs  south  of  Alboran, 

The  part  of  the  traffic  coming  from  the  west 
bound  for  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  steers  for  the 
ports  in  north  Sicily,   Here  some  of  the  supplies, 
as  stated  already,  are  transferred  to  smaller 
landing  craft  and  then  transported  to  Naples. 

On  this  part  of  the  route  also,  full  use  is  to  be 
made  of  the  protection  which  enemy  escorting 
forces  can  offer  traffic.   On  two  main  traffic 
routes  which  take  these  principles  into  account 
traffic  is  being  overpowered. 

The  route  which  seems  to  the  enemy  most  secure 
leads  from  Palermo  through  the  Lipari  Islands  in 
an  arc  eastward  hauling  out  to  Naples. 

The  less  protected  and  less  used  route  runs  from 
Palermo  past  Ustica  Island  then  direct  to  Naples, 

U-boat  operations  were  concentrated  on  these 
routes  in  constant  use  in  the  Western 
Mediterranean. 

Traffic  from  the  Western  Mediterranean  bound  for 
the  Eastern  Mediterranean  passes  through  the 
Sicilian  Channel  then  runs  in  the  protection 
provided  by  Malta,  to  the  coast  of  Cyrenaica  and 
on  along  the  African  coast,  again  at  a  distance 
of  approximately  40  miles  from  the  coast. 

Traffic  from  the  east  bound  for  Italy  uses  the 
same  route  to  Cyrenaica,   Then  it  branches  off 
between  Benghazi  and  Derna  and  steers  for  the 
southeast  coast  of  Italy  in  an  arc  hauling  out 
to  the  west.   Here  it  again  runs  parallel  to 
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the  coast  and  is  then  divided  between  the 
ports  there. 

It  must  be  noted  here  also  that  sailing 
instructions  depend  on  the  protection  which 
^  naval  and  air  forces  can  give. 

The  small  number  of  boats  available  in  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean  operated  on  the  main  focal 
points  of  traffic,  in  the  area  of  the  coast  of 
Cyrenaica  and  off  the  southeast  coast  of  Italy. 
It  was  not  possible  fully  to  exploit  the 
possibilities  of  successes  as  during  the  month 
only  2  boats  were  available  for  the  Eastern 
Mediterranean.   In  addition  there  is  the  fact 
that  one  of  these  boats  was  assigned,  for  the 
greater  part  of  his  operational  period,  to  the 
operation  to  clean  up  the  Adriatic  islands. 

III.   It  Is  obvious  from  the  points  given  in  II  that 
there  is  no  problem  of  finding  the  enemy  in  the 
Mediterranean  area.   The  routes  he  uses  are  less 
subject  to  alteration  because  of  the  narrowness 
of  the  area  and  therefore  always  known. 
Operations  on  these  routes  always  lead  in  a  longer 
or  shorter  period  to  successes.   On  the  other 
hand  U-boat  operations  in  support  of  our  landings, 
such  as  those  carried  out  in  the  Aegean  to  occupy 
Leros  and  Samos  Islands  and  In  the  Adriatic  to 
clean  up  (enemy-occupied)  islands,  do  not  achieve 
any  satisfactory  successes.   This  is  once  again 
shown  by  U  596 's  mission  in  the  Adriatic  in  the 
operation  against  Korcula  when  the  boat  could  not 
achieve  a  single  success,  in  spite  of  spending 
the  greater  part  of  his  operational  period  in  this 
area.  v;hile  on  a  10-day  sortie  on  the  southeast 
coast;  of  Italy,  i.e."  on  one  of  the  enemy  traffic 
routes  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean,  he  sank  2 
steamers  of  7? 000  G.R.T.  each  and  one  destroyer. 
The  experiences  gained  by  Captain  U-boats  on  U-boat 
warfare  are  as  follows : 

1)  Considering  the  efficiency  of  the  enemy rs  anti- 
submarine defenses,  and  in  particular  of  his 
air  forces,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  U-boats 
will  be  able  to  operate  against  a  specific 
target,  which  is  only  in  position  for  a  short 
period,  with  any  great  prospects  of  success. 
Under  conditions  as  they  now  are  in  the 
Mediterranean  theater,  the  U-boat  is,  as  it 
were,  stationary,  for  the  enemy's  air  patrols 
deprive  it  both  of  vision  and  mobility,  which 
are  prerequisites  for  its  proper  operation. 

The  "stationary"  U-boat  would  therefore  have 
to  wait  until,  perchance,  it  may  be  approached 
by  its  target  -  a  circumstance  which  is  unlikely 
to  arise,  for  even  a  few  thousand  meters' 
difference  in  the  distance  of  the  target  may 
prevent  the  U-boat  from  attacking.   Even 
attacks  on  some  convoys  of  70  or  more  units 
have  for  this  reason  been  unsuccessful. 

2)  U-boat  operations  must  therefore  be  carried  out 
where  there  is  continuous  traffic,  preferably 
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in  an  area  where  enemy  movements  can  be  watched 
by  our  air  reconnaissance  or  notified  by  our 
reporting  service.   Even  under  these  conditions 
the  U-boat  may  miss  some  of  the  convoys,  but  the 
large  number  of  targets  available  and  the  period, 
of  time  at  its  disposal  are  bound  to  result  in 
some  successes.   The  experiences  of  two  years 
of  U-boat  warfare  in  the  Mediterranean  show  that 
every  deviation  from  this  principle  has  led  to 
failure.   Even  in  the  "defense  against  landings" 
U-boats  did  not  gain  any  special  successes, 
since,  as  has  already  been  stated,  in  an  area 
where  the  enemy  concentrates  his  air  patrol 
U-boats  cannot  "operate"  in  the  proper  sense  of 
the  word. 

3)  Conditions  are  particularly  unfavorable  for 
U-boats  when  they  are  to  operates 

a)  in  an  area  where  geographical  difficulties, 
lack  of  space,  small  depths  and  tricky 
navigation  are  additional  problems  to  the 
enemy's  air  patrol, 

b)  in  the  presence  of  our  own  air  and  naval 
forces  which,  from  the  point  of  vievi?  of  the 
U-boat  represent  an  additional  threat,  and 

c)  in  the  absence  of  targets  for  attack,  that  is 
to  say,  with  only  light  enemy  naval  forces, 
small  units  and  landing  craft. 

These  three  conditions  have  always  applied  in 
our  operations  in  the  Aegean  and  Adriatic  Seas, 
and  consequently  Captain  U-boats  does  not 
consider  it  worthwhile  to  continue  them.   These 
conditions  do  not  suit  the  peculiar  nature  of 
U-boat  warfare  and  must  of  necessity  lead  to 
failure, 

4)  To  sum  up  §  The  great  improvements  in  the  enemy's 
method  of  anti-submarine  warfare,  as  well  as  the 
changes  in  the  war  situation  and  the  present 
state  of  U-boat  design  -  which' latter  need  not  be 
enlarged,  upon  here  -  compel  us  to  reduce  drasti- 
cally the  number  and  nature  of  the  assignments 
allocated  to  them. 

Nevertheless,  operated  with  proper  reference  to 
existing  conditions  the  U-boat  continues  to  be 
a  powerful  weapon, 

IV.   The  sinkings  obtained  in  December  (see  VIII)  cannot 
be  regarded  as  satisfactory  measured  by  the  enemy 
traffic  running  in  the  Mediterranean.   However,  in 
the  first  third  of  the  month  there  were  only  6 
U-boats,  in  the  second  third  4  and  in  the  last 
third  only  3  in  the  operational  area.   For  the 
numbers  of  U-boats  on  operations  in  December  see  VII, 

It  is  noted  with  regard  to  individual  operations  s 

a)  U  596  (Norm-)  was  assigned  for  the  greater  part  of 
his  operational  period  to  support  an  operation 
cleaning  up  the  Dalmatian  islands.   The  boat  was 
unable  to  achieve  any  successes  there, 
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b)  U  23O  (Siegmann)  passed  through  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar  from  the  west  to  the  east.   ITo 
special  difficulties  arose.   According  to  a 
verbal  report  from  the  Commander  the  most 
essential  prerequisite  for  the  success  of 

_  the  operation  is  an  unobserved  approach.   If 

this  is  successful  then  the  task  can  be 
considered  completed. 

According  to  our  latest  experience  it  seems 
best  for  the  operation  to  be  Carried  out 
submerged. 

c)  JLiL£3.  (Schlippenbach)  in  previous  months  in 
three  operations  has  laid  1MB  mines  in  Bar  I 
and  Brindisi  roads.   Both  roads  have  been 
extensively  and  usefully  mined.   In  all  three 
cases  the  operation  meant  the  full  use  of  the 
boat  which  was  withdrawn  from  other  employment 
for  altogether  approximately  2  months  for  these 
missions. 

In  spite  of  the  fairly  moderate  traffic  to  and 
from  the  two  ports  established  by  air 
reconnaissance,  so  far  no  success  or  favorable 
effect  of  the  minolaying  has  been  observed. 
This  raises  the  question  whether,  with  the 
efficiency  of  modern  mineswoeping  gear,  such 
a  mine laying  operation  directly  off  a  harbor  is 
worth  the  risk  and  loss  of  a  U-boat  operation 
with  torpedoes.   Mine-laying  operations  in  the 
Mediterranean  by  U-boats  have  so  far  not  been 
able  to  prove  convincing. 

V.    As  far  as  can  be  seen,  conditions  in  the 

Mediterranean  will  not  change  basically  in  the 
coming  month.   The  volume  of  enemy  traffic  will 
increase  rather  than  decrease;  for  it  may  be 
expected  that  the  enemy  will  use  the  route 
through  the  Mediterranean  even  more  than  the 
route  round  the  Cape. 

(Pencil  note  in  margin:  Mediterranean,  a  closed 
sea  area.   To  attack  convoys  a  unified  control 
is  absolutely  essential.   Only  myself  -  Captain 
U-boats,   There  is  nothing  here  of  that.) 

There  are  at  present  no  signs  of  a  large-scale 
landing  operation.   HoTrever  the  possibility  is 
not  excluded  as  the  number  of  landing  craft  in 
the  Mediterranean  area  permits  the  enemy  such  an 
operation. 

The  possibility  that  the  enemy  is  undertaking 
small  outflanking  operations  on  the  south  Italian 
front  arises  "^gain  as  it  has  done  before.   The 

*  operation  of  our  U-boats  against  such  under- 

*  takings  -  as  already  reported  earlier  -  will  be 

made  more  difficult  or  even  impossible  by  our 
minefields  off  the  Italian  coast.   The  enemy 
who  obviously  knows  of  these  minefields  and  has 
therefore  no* difficulties ,  uses  them  as  flanking 
minefields  against  U-boats, 

CONFIDENTIAL  -859- 

SECURITY" information  ■  423 


'  r'.  J     r;  ■      "'*•' ^'H 


I 


"?  <'  v . 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Operations  must  concentrate  on  the  main  traffic 
routes;  only  here  can  the  enemy  be  effectively 
attacked  by  our  boats. 

VI.  It  has  not  been  discovered  that  the  enemy  has 
any  new  weapons  to  combat  U-boats.   One  boat 
reports  that  he  was  approached  by  aircraft 
three  times  without  having  a  location  beforehand 
when  his  radar  location  sets  were  clear.   The 
following  considerations  are  suggested.? 

a)  There  is  the  possibility  that  the  new  radar 
location  set  "Wanze  2"  Is  not  free  from 
radiation,   (Pencil  notes  Noi). 

b)  The  enemy  is  working  on  frequencies  which 
cannot  be  picked  up  by  either  "Wanze  G  2" 
or  radar  set  "Naxos". 

c)  The  enemy  is  employing  a  so  far  unknown 
method  of  locating  U-boats. 

VII,  The  number  of  U-boats  occupying  the  operational 
areas  in  December  was  as  follows s 

Date  Western  Eastern  Outward  Homeward 
Med.  •     Mod,    '"Found   Hbpund 

12  111 

2  2  12- 

3  3  2 

4  3  2 

5  4  2  1- 

6  4  2 

7  4  2 

8  4  2 

9  4  1-2 

10  3  1  -  3 

11  3  1  -  3 

12  3  1  -  3 

13  2  1  1  2 

14  2  2  -  2 

15  2  2  -  2 

16  2  2  -  1 

17  2  2  -  1 

18  2  2 

19  1  2 

20  1  2 

21  1  2  1 

22  1  2  1 

23  2  2  1 

24  2  1  1  1 

25  2  1  1  1 

26  2  1  -  1 

27  •      2  ~  -  2 

28  2  -  -  1 

29  2 

30  2  -  1  - 

31  2  -  1  - 


In 

Total  No. 

ort 

of  boats, 

9 

14 

9 

14 

9 

14 

9 

14 

8 

14 

8 

14 

8 

14 

8 

14 

8 

15 

8 

15 

8 

15 

8 

15 

9 

15 

9 

15 

9 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

11 

15 

11 

14 

11 

14 

10 

14 

10 

14 

9 

14 

9 

14 

9 

14 

9 

13 

9 

13 

10 

13 

11 

13 

10 

13 

10 

13 
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Daily  average   in  the   periods °. 


From 

Western   Eastern 

Outward 

Homeward,   In 

Med. 

Med. 

bound 

bound   joorj; 

1-10 

3*2 

1-6 

0*4 

0-6      8*4 

11-20 

2 

1-7 

0-1 

1-4     9°6 

21-31 

1-8 

0-8 

0-6 

0-5     9-6 

Daily  averag< 

3  for  the 

month  s 

2-3 

1-3 

04 

0-8     9'2 

i.e. 

16  •  A-% 

9-3# 

2»9$ 

5-7%        65-7% 

VIII. 

The  followin 

g  successes  were  obtained  in  the 

Mediterranean  in  December ; 

Boat 

Number  of 

G.R  «T « 

Warships 

Days   Remarks 

merchant 

sunk 

aX-Sga 

ships,  sunk 

U  73 

m. 

_ 

•Ml 

22 

U  81 

- 

- 

— 

2 

U  223 

— 

** 

2  des- 
troyers 

17 

U  230 

*■« 

- 

— 

9 

U  380 

- 

- 

- 

12 

U  407 

- 

- 

- 

12 

U  453 

— 

■«■ 

— 

1 

u  565 

- 

- 

- 

16 

u  593 

- 

- 

- 

19 

u  596 

2 

14,000 

1  des- 
troyer 

28 

U  616 

3 

24,000 

1  des-  ' 
troyer 

12 

U  642 

«, 

» 

_ 

10  . 

12  U- 
boats 


5 


38,000 


4  des- 
troyers 


160 


IX. 


12  U-boats  in  160  days  at  sea  sank  5  ships 
totaling  38,000  G.R.T.  and  4  destroyers. 

12  boats  spent  160  days  at  sea. 

1  boat  spent  13*33  days  at  sea  on  an  average. 
12  boats  sank  38,000  G.R.T. 

1  boat  sank  316607  G.R.T.  on  an  average. 

Each  boat  in  an  average  of  13  *33  days  at  sea 
sank  3166-7  G.R.T.  i.e.  238  G.R'.T.  per  day. 

Efficiency  of  boats,  operating' 

In  December  238  G.R.T.  per  boat  were  sunk  in 
160  days  at  sea  by  12  boats  operating  (pencil 
note?  or  each  boat  sank  85  G.R.T,  per  day). 

2  U-boats  were  lost  in  December  1 

U  593  (Kelbling)  probably  by  enemy  aircraft. 

U  73   (Deckert)s   no  information  as  to  its  loss. 
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1  January,  1944 


I .  a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 

to  naval  grid  squares: 

A»  W e s t e r n  Me  d.it e rr a ne an : 

U  38  0   CH  7540, 
U  642   CJ  8390. 

B.  Ea  s  tern  Me_di t e_rr_an_ean. : 

IT  81   CK  4450. 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  0800 : 

No  boats. 

c  )  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:    U  223,  230,  371,  410,  450,  616. 

2)  Pola:     U  407,  453,  596. 

3 )  Salamis :   U  565. 

II.  Air  re c onna i s sane e ; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 

■  —   ■  ■  ■!  |  m.  m       ■■■■■■■  i »i  ■  i  •  r.1  ■■  Hp—  .......  ..  ..in   ■ 

Protective  reconnaissance  between  3°  and  8° 
north  of  40°,  reconnaissance  of  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 
No  further  details, 

B«  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance  of  southeast  coast  of  Italy  and 
westwards.   No  other  details, 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A ,  Western  Mediterranean : 

a)  By  U-boats: 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance: 


m*+»    .■■ 


1)  2030/1    January  CJ  6745    1   destroyer, 

course    100° , 

2)  2050/1    January   CJ  6758    1   destroyer, 

course  210°, 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

According  to  an  operator ts  evaluation,  the 
convoy  suspected  on  50  December  to  be  in  the 
Philippeville  sea  area  was  In  the  Immediate 
vicinity  of  Gibraltar  on  1  January.    The 
convoy  has  probably  passed  through  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar. 
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IV. 


d)  By  G.l.S.  stations; 

1)  1100/31  December  1  tanker  put  In  to  Gibraltar 

from  the  Mediterranean. 

2)  0900/31  December  1  tanker  put  in  to  Gibraltar 

from  the  Atlantic. 

3)  1550/31  December  1  American  freighter  put 

in  to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic . 


4)  0730/1  January 

5)  0900/1  January 

6 )  0900/1  January 

7)  0950/1  January 

8)  1245/1  January 


9)  1550/1  January 


7  freighters,  2  destroyers, 
5  corvettes  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the  Atlantic . 

1  freighter  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the  Atlantic. 

1  freighter  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean • 

1  "Aurora"  class  cruiser 
put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Atlantic. 

1  freighter  of  8,000  G.H.T., 
5  general  purpose  freighters, 
4  freighters  of  6,000  G.R.T 
each,  2  freighters  of  5,000 
G.R.T.  each,  7  destroyers, 
sighted  from  Tangier, 
bound  for  the  Atlantic. 

1  '"Cairo1'  class  cruiser, 
1  Polish  freighter,  1  Polish- 
destroy  or  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean, 


e )  By  naval  forces  : 
Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Eastern  Mediterranean; 
a )  By  U-boats  : 


Nothing  to 
report. 


b  )  By  air  rcconnalsjsance  ; 

G)  By  radio  intercept  service; 

d )  By  G .  I"  .3  .  stations  „° 

51  December.   2  ships  put  out  from  Port 

Said  for  Iskandorun. 

o )  By  naval  forces i 
Nothing  to  report. 
Current  U-boat  operations; 

The  following  were  transmitted  to  the  boats: 
1)  A  report  as  In  para.  III. A. d. 6* 
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2)  Statements  from  British  airmen  about  location 
and  attack  procedure.    (Airmen  were  shot  down 
in  outer  Biscay  area.) 

5)  Daily  orders  from  C-in-C  Navy  and  C-in-C  U-boats 
concerning  the  loss  of  Lieut. (s.g.)  Johannes 
Mohr . 

4)  Positions  of  hospital  ships. 

5)  An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

IT  642  (Brunning)  was  informed  of  sightings  in 
para.III.A.b.l  and  2. 

U  81  (Krieg)  reported  that  he  saw  no  mines  dropped 
from  enemy  aircraft  (see  War  Diary  for  51  December)* 
The  boat  reported  in  the  same  radio  message  that  the 
Commander  had  a  high  temperature  (probably  influenza) 
and  that  until  he  had  recovered  the  boat  would 
remain  in  CJ  37  and  38.    'Che  boat  was  ordered  to 
put  in  to  Pola  if  the  attack  was  not  a  very  mild  one 
and  cured  in  a  very  short  time.    Instructions  for 
treating  the  illness  were  transmitted  at  the  same 
time. 

V .  a  )  Succe ss_es  ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Los ses  t         ) 

VI.  Ge  ner a 1  s  i  1 1  nation ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)    Kreisch. 


2   January,  1944 


■"- •    a  )  Daily  U-boat  no s itions  at  0800  according 

to  naval  grid  srquaros : 

A .  We s t e r n  He d it err an pan ; 

U  380   OK  7540, 
U  642   CJ  8390. 

B.  Eastern  MedTi;bc^rranean ; 

U  81  CJ  376  0  (outward  bound), 

k )  U"hoats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  0800"; 

No  boats, 
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°)  In  .port  (at  OS 00)  i 

1)  Toulon l         U  223,  23  0,  371,  410,  45  0,  616. 

2)  Polas      U  407,  455,  596. 

3)  Salamis:   U  565. 

I I .  A ir  re c onna i s  sance ; 

A.  We s t e rn  Me d i t e rr an pan : 

Protective  reconnaissance  of  northern  part  of 
Western  Mediterranean.    Reconnaissance  of 
Tyrrhenian  Sea.    No  further  details, 

^»  Ecis t ern  Medi t_errane_aj.i ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic  Sea.   No  further 
details • 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy : 

^  *  Western  Mej3.it  e r r an ean  : 
a )  By  U-boats : 

Nothing  to  report, 
k )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  2000/2  January  CJ  6741  1  ship,  details 

not  made  out. 

2)  2040/2  January  CJ  6765  5  ships  stopped, 

details  not  made  out. 

3)  2045/2  January  CJ  6789  12  landing  craft, 

2  escort  vessels, 
southerly  course* 

4)  2050/2  January  CJ  9128  9  landing  craft, 

nor therly  course. 

5)  2120/2  January  CJ  6774  1  destroyer, 

course  20°. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

Nothing  to  report. 
^)  By  C *I  .3  .  ,s t a t ions  ; 

1)  1730/1  January  17  freighters,  2  British 

tankers,  2  corvettes, 

2  escort  vessels  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 

Mediterranean. 

2 )  1840/1  January  4  motor  launches  put  out 

from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Atlantic, 
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5)  1930/1  January  5  freighters,  1  tanker- 
put  in  to  Gibraltar 
from  the  Mediterranean. 

4)  0830/2  January  1  freighter,  1  motor 

launch,  1  escort  vessel 
put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

5)  1000/2  January  a  large  convoy  passed 

Gibraltar  towards  the 
Mediterranean,  was 
composed  as  follows 
according  to  calculations: 
60  freighters,  8  tankers, 
2  special  service  vessels, 
2  landing  craft  (tank), 
10  escort  vessels. 

6)  0850/2  January  7  destroyers  sighted 

standing  off  and  on  from 
Cape  Spartcl . 

7)  1030/2  January  6  destroyers  coming  from 

the  Mediterranean  joined 
the  destroyers  previously 
reported. 

8)  1250/2  January  6  destroyers  (which  came 

from  the  Mediterranean) 
proceeded  out  of  sight 
on  bearing  280°, 

e  )  By  naval  forces % 

Nothing  to  report. 

B .  Ea  s  t  e  r  n  Me  d  1 1  e  r  r  a  no  a;  \  : 

a )  By  U-boats; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance  : 

0850/2  January  CJ  6645  1  coasting  freighter 

of  500  G.R.T., 
course  120°, 

c)  By  radio  intercept  services) 


d)  By  G.I.S.  stations:        j  Nothing  to 
, — _ — _* _._ j  report. 

G )  By  naval  forces:  ) 

IV.   Current  U-boat  operations: 

An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report  was 
transmitted  to  the  boats. 

U  580  (Brandi)  received  a  report  on  the 
convoy  named  in  para.lll .A.d.5. 
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U  642  (Brunnlng)  received  the  sightings  as  in 
para.III.A.b.l,  2,  3,  4,  5,    The  boat  was  informed 
in  another  radio  message  where  the  enemy's  main 
traffic  routes  in  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea  ran  (evaluation 
from  air  reconnaissance  reports): 

1)  Prom  Palermo  via  island  of  Ustxca,  then 
directly  to  Naples, 

2)  From  Palermo  via  Lipari  Islands  via  GJ  9-516, 
then  directly  to  Naples, 

3)  Prom  CJ  0516  east  of  Str emboli  to  Strait  of 
Messina, 

U  _81  (Erieg)  put  in  to  Pola  because  of  the 
Commander's  illness,    The  boat  was  at  Point  PI 
at  0700. 

V ,  a  )  Successes  :  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses i         ) 

V I .  General  si tuation ; 
Nothing  to  report, 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


5  January,  1944 


-*    a)  Q^->J:Z  n-boat  positions  at  _0800_ ...according 
to,  naval  gri'd  squares] %  " ~     " 

A ,  \  { e^  s  t  e  r  n  Lie  d  1 1  err  an  ean  i 

U  38  0   OR  7560, 
U  642   GJ  8530, 

B,  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

U  81   CJ  2390  (homeward  bound). 

'°  ^    ^I'hoats  homeward  and  outward  Jboimd 
from  0800  to  0800 : 

U  616  (Koitschka)  put  out  from  Toulon  at 
1630  on  his  7th  operation. 

U  81   (Erieg)  broke  off  his  17th  operation, 
put  in  to  Pola  at  0900. 

G )  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:   U  223,  250,  371,  410,  450,  616. 

2)  Pola:    U  407,  455,  596, 
5 )  Salami s :  U  565, 
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II.  Air  reconnaissance; 

A  •  Vi e  s  t  e  r  ri  Me d i  t e  rr anean  : 

Protective  reconnaissance  between  5°  and  8°  north 
of  40°.   No  further  details. 

B»  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Eastern  Mediterranean,  coast 
of  Africa,  Adriatic  Sea.    No  further  details. 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy; 

A»  V'i e  s  t  o r n  Med i  t e r r  an e  a  n  ; 

a)  By  U-boats;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
^  )  By  air  rcconnajLsj3_an.ce  :  ) 

c  )  By  radio  intercept  service; 

2140/2  January  British  aircraft  reported  enemy 

U-boat  in  unindicated  position. 

d)  B7-  .Gyl.S  »  s t_atrions  ; 

1)  1630/2  January  1  tanker  put  in  to  Gibraltar 

from  the  Mediterranean. 

2)  0815/5  January  25  freighters,  6  gunboats, 

1  light  cruiser  off  Punta 
Camero  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean . 

3)  1050/3  January  23  ships,  3  corvettes, 

3  submarine  chasers,  1  mine- 
sweeper, line  Tangier  - 
Caraminal, 

4)  1300/5  January  convoy  sighted  from  Ceuta 

bound  for  the  Mediterranean, 

5)  1350/3  January  8  freighters, 

6)  1500/5  January  6  British  freighters,  2  Greek 

freighters,  5  minesweepers, 

4  gunboats  put  in  to  Gibraltar 
f r  om  the  A 1 1 a n  1 1 c • 

7)  0930/o  January  1  tanker,  3  freighters  put  in 

to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic. 

8)  0900/3  January  1  Italian  freighter,  4 

British  freighters,  1  tug, 

5  corvettes  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

9)  1030/3  January  1  light  cruiser  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean . 
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10)  1030/3  January  1  freighter,  3  corvette 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Mediterranean, 

11)  1100/3  January  1  freighter  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean. 

e  )  By  naval  forces ; 

Nothing  to  report, 

B»  Easter  11  Mediterranean  ; 

a )  By  U-boats  : 
Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  0745/3  January  GO  5336  13  medium-sized 

merchant  ships «, 
3  patrol  vessels, 
course  270°,  speed 
8  knots, 

2)  1951/3  January  CJ  6575  2  destroyers, 

course  310°. 

c  )  By  radio  intercept  service  1 

1001/3  January  Alexandria  broadcast  an  air 

raid  warning  for  convoy 
formations  -  1)  "Valour", 
2)  "Evolution"  and  5)  "Neigh- 
bor",   These  formations  must 
have  been  in  the  immediate 
Alexandria  area,  for  Alexandria 
got  an  air  raid  warning 
simultaneously, 

d )  By  Or.I.S,  stations  :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 

e )  By  naval  forces :    ) 

^  *        Curr  e_n t  U-b oat  o p e r a t i on s  : 

The  following  were  transmitted  to  the  boats 1 

1)  The  position  of  a  hospital  ship. 

2)  An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

The  boats  in  the  Western  Mediterranean  were 
inf ormeds 

1)  that  a  convoy  (small  convoy  -  about  25  merchant 
ships  -  see  III. A. d. 2  and  3)  had  entered  the 
Mediterranean! 

2)  that  J  616  put  out  from  Toulon  at  1650  and  that 
on  its  outward  passage  the  boat  had  permission 
to  attack  submarines  east  of  the  line  from 

CH  3385-6  925,  north  of  the  parallel  in  GJ  7125 j 
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3)  how  the  Naxos  aerial  was  to  be  handled. 

U  616  (Eoitschka)  was  informed  that  an  enemy 
submarine  was  sighted  in  CJ  1432  at  2224. 

■j%  V .     a )  Successes  :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses ;    ) 

VI.   General  situation: 

No  further  reports  had  been  received  so  far  about 
the  first  large  January  convoy,  consisting  of  about 
7  0  merchant  vessels  including  8  tankers,  which 
passed  eastwards  through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar 
on  2  January. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


4  January,  1944 


I.  a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0600  according 

to  naval  grid  squares; 

A.  Western  Me d it erranean ; 

TJ  380  OH  756  0, 
U  642  CJ  838  0, 
U  616   CH  6360  (outward  bound). 

B.  Eastern  Modi t erranean : 

No  boats . 

b )  b "boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  08  00  to" 0800; 

No  boats . 

c  )  In  port  (at  0600) ; 

1)  Toulon:   U  223,  230,  371,  410,  450. 

2)  Pola:     U  407,  453,  596,  81. 
3  )  Salami s :  U  565. 

II.  Air  reconnaissance; 

A#  y('3S."b_er n  Med i t o rr ano a n ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Gulf  of  Gata,  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 
east  coast  of  Sardinia,  Strait  of  Bonifacio. 
Protective  reconnaissance  between  3°  and  8°  E, 
north  of  40°. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean; 


p 


Strait  of  Otranto.   No  further  details 
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III*   Reports  on  the  enemv : 

A.  W e s tern  Me d i 1 e rranean ; 

a  )  By  U-boat 3  :  ) 

jffk  )    Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance : ) 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

4  January.   In  the  evening  an  eastbound  convoy 
was  in  the  sea  area  east  of 
Algiers,    This  was  probably  the 
large  convoy. 

^  )  By  G.I . S .  s tat ions  % 

1)  HOO/4  -January  1  destroyer  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the  Atlantic. 

2)  1520/4  January  4  destroyers  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the  Atlantic. 

3)  The  British  steamer  "Hares den"  put  out 
from  Valencia  for  Cartagena,  continuing 
to  Gibraltar  on  5  January. 

The  British  steamer  "Wearpool."  put  out 
from  Valencia  on  3  January  for  Cartagena. 
Will  probably  proceed  onward  on  7  January. 
The  British  steamer  "Dunkeld"  put  In  to 
Valencia  on  3  January.   Will  probably  put 
out  on  5  or  6  January. 

e)  By  ...naval  for  pes  ; 

Nothing  to  report, 

■^  •  Fas  ternMejj.it  er r anean  : 

a  )  By  U-boats ; 

Nothing  to  report, 

b  )  By  air  reconnaissance  2 

0840/4  January  CK  7212  8  large,  6  medium- 
sized  freighters, 
3  patrol  vessels, 
northerly  course, 

c  )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

2018/4  January  CO  6750  British  unit  was 

located. 

d )  By  GrI.S_.  stations  1  ) 

J  )  Nothing  to  report, 

e  )  By  naval  _f  or c e s  ;    ) 

~^' '        Current  _U  -boat  ope  rat  ions  : 

The  following  were  transmitted  to  the  boats s 
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1)  Recognition  signal  routine  from  6-10  January. 

2)  Positions  of  hospital  ships, 

5)  An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

U  580  (Brand! )  was  Informed  of  the  traffic  as  in 
para. II I. A .d.3. 

U  616  (Koitschka)  and  U  580  (Brandi)  were  given 
operational  areas.   U  330  would  occupy  the  area  west 
of  the  meridian  in  3345,  IT  616  the  area  east  of  it. 

U  380  (Brand!)  had  not  reported  to  date.   We  assumed 
"that  'the  boat  had  not  found  the  largo  convoy, 

U  616  (Koitschka)  might  have  gained  contact  if  the 
15oa"tT"were  capable  of  a  swift  outward  passage. 
According  to  a  radio  intercept  service  report,  the 
largo  convoy  was  east  of  Algiers  during  the  night. 
(In  CH  9637  according  to  dead  reckoning.) 

V .  a  )  Su  c  c  esses t  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses  ;    ) 

VI.  General  situation ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Ereisch, 


5  January,  1944 

I,    a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
'!Eo~naval  grid  squares  ° 

A.  We  s t er n  Med! tor ran can i 

U  330   CH  7580, 

U  616   CII  9390  (outward  bound), 

U  642   CJ  8530, 

®*   ,Eas t ern  Mediterranean  : 

No  boats. 

b )   U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
XTom    0800    to    0800.°  *"  " 

No  boats, 

1)  Toulon;      U  223,    230,    571,    410,    450, 

2)  Pola:  U  81,    407,    453,    596. 
3  )    Salamis  j    U  565. 
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-£•£•   A-\r.  reconna i s s ance  : 

A.  Ce s  tern  Mediterranean : 

Protective  reconnaissance  between  5°  and  8°  north 
of  40°  N.    Reconnaissance  of  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 
Ho  further  details. 

B .  Eas torn  Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic  Sea,  inshore  waters 
off  the  southeast  coast  of  Italy,  inshore  waters 
from  Mors a  Matruh  to  Ras  Amer.   No  further 
details , 

III.   Reports  on  the  enemy : 

A  •  ^"  o  s_t  e  r  n_  Mo  dl  t  o  r  r  a  no  an : 

a  )  By  [J -boats  : 

Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

0912/5  January  GJ  9444  1  destroyer,  course  50°. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

1)  5  January,   According  to  radio  Intercept 

service  (bearings  and  operator's 
evaluation),  In  the  forenoon  an 
eastbound  convoy  was  in  the 
Cape  Tenes  -  Algiers  sea  area. 
Convoy  was  bound  for  Augusta., 
This  was  probably  the  convoy 
which  passed  through  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar  on  3 ^ January, 
(See  War  Diary  for  3  January 
under  III.A.d,  ) 

2)  5  January,   According  to  radio  intercept 

service  (operator's  evaluation), 
an  eastbound  convoy  was  in  the 
Bizorta  sea  area.    Probably  the 
first  large  convoy,    (See  War 
Diary  for  2  January  under 
III.A.d.) 

^  By  Cr.I.S.  stations; 

1)  0900/3  January  according  to  an  agent's 

report,  a  convoy  of  about 
80  ships  on  a  northeasterly 
course  was  sighted  off 
Almerla.    (First  large 
convoy. )   According  to  this 
the  first  largo  convoy  had 
passed  the  bottleneck  very 
far  to  the  north. 

2)  1400/5  January  1  "Aurora"  class  cruiser, 

I  ''Sydney''  class  cruiser 
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put  out  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

3)  1820/5  January  3  battleships,  5  destroyers 

sighted  from  Cape  Spartel 
bound  for  the  Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces : 

Nothing  to  report. 
■B •  Easte rn  Medi to rra i lean  i 
a  )  By  U-boats ; 

Nothing  to  report, 
b  )  Ty_  _air  reconnaissance  : 

0708/5  January  1  probable  freighter  in  CO  6736, 

easterly  course. 

o )  By  radio  intercept  service i 

224:7/5    January  aircraft  based  on  Alexandria 

reported  air  to  surface  vessel 
location  in  CO  5479. 

d )  By  C.I.S.  stations : ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 

e )  By  naval  forces i         ) 

IV.  Current  U-boat  operations : 

II  .560  (Brandi)  and  IT  642  (Brunnlng)  were  requested  by 

short  signal  to  report  "their  positions.  U  642 

reported  his  position  from  CJ  946  9,   No  report  was 
received  from  U  53  0. 

The  report  as  in  III.A.b.l.  was  passed  on  to  U  642. 

The  reports  as  In  III, A. d. 2.  and  3,  were  transmitted 
to  the  western  boats. 

The  boats  received  an  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces 
Report. 

V .  a )  Sue cesses  :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses i         ) 

VI .  Go  n  or  a  1  s i tu a t i o  n t 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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6    January,    1944 

■    ■■■>■     I     II      '  P     I  I     IH 

!•    a)  Daily  _IT-bqat  positions  at  0800  according 
to  naval  grid  sqn"aro_s_; 

A  •  "^e.3.^ern  Mg^y.te rranoari : 

U  330  CH  756  0, 
U  616  CJ  9530, 
U   642      CJ   946  0. 

^'  Fa  stern  Me  dl t  err  anean : 
No  boats. 

k)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  0800  2 

No  boats. 

c )  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:   U  223,  230,  371,  410,  450. 

2)  Pola;     U  81,  4  07,  453,  5  96. 

3 )  Salamis :  U  565. 

I I .  Air  reco nna  i  s  s anqe  : 

Protective  reconnaissance  between  5°  and  8° 
north  of  40°  N.    Reconnaissance  of  Tyrrhenian 
Sea.    No  further  details. 

B«  Eas^te^rn  Modi  t  err  anean  : 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic  Sea,  inshore  waters 

of  southeast  coast  of  Italy,   No  further  details. 

III.  Reporto  on  thei  oneiay  t 

^'   "^Cistern  Mediterranean ; 
a )  By_  U ~b  oa_t  si : 

1)  0240/25  December  CH  3355  type  and  number 

not  given. 

2)  1500/27  December  CH  7541  1  freighter  of 

6,000  G.R.T. 
Note ;   Report 
is  from  IT  330. 

b  )  By.  .a-ir  reconnaissance  : 

1)  1040/6  January  3117  4  landing  craft, 

southerly  course. 

2)  1955/6  January      30  merchant  ships  off 

Naples,  stopped. 
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c  )  _3y  radio  intercept  service: 

1)  1308/6  January  unit  with  convoy  "Rubble"  - 

steering  westsouthwest  - 
reported  12  enemy  aircraft, 
did  not  give  its  own  posi- 
tion (probably  Oran  area). 

2)  6  January      in  the  evening  a  westbound 

convoy  was  in  the  sea  area 
east  of  Gibraltar* 

3)  6  January      in  the  evening  a  Britain- 

Mediterranean  convoy  was  in 
CG  4980  according  to  bearing 
and  operator's  evaluation. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  0300/6  January  4  ship  silhouettes,  1  large, 

sighted  from  Ceuta,  bound 
for  the  Mediterranean.   No 
further  details  because  of 
fog  in  the  Straits. 

2)  0845  1  freighter  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

5)  0845  convoy  of  56  ships,  including 

45  merchant  ships,  1  trans- 
port, 1  tanker  bound  for 
the  Atlantic. 

4)  1130  1  French  torpedo-carrying 

cruiser  of  the  "Chacal" 
class  put  in  to  Gibraltar 
from  the  Mediterranean. 

5)  1240  1  French  torpedo-carrying 

cruiser  of  the  "Chacal" 
class  put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Atlantic. 

6)  1500  2  aircraft  carriers,  3 

cruisers,  11  destroyers, 
10  miles  north  of  Tres 
Forcas,  easterly  course. 

7)  1600  4  more  destroyers  sighted 

from  Tres  Forcas  on  an 
easterly  course. 

e)  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report. 

B*  Fast e rn  Me di t e rr anoari : 
a)  By  U-boats : 

Nothing  to  report. 
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b )  By  air  reconnaissance  : 

1)  0900/6  January  3  freighters  of  2,000- 

3,000  G.R.T.  each,  put  to 
sea  from  Bari. 

2)  1303/6  January  1  merchant  ship  of  approxi- 

mately 4,000  G.R.I1,  in 
CK  7422,  course  220°. 

c )  3y  radio  Intercept  service : 

1508/6  January  convoy  formation  "Hennock"  in 

Malta  area  proceeding  undor 
an  air  raid  warning. 

d  )  By  G.I.S.  stations : ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
e  )  By  naval  forces i         ) 

IV  .   Current  U-boat  operations ; 

The  following  were  transmitted  to  the  boats : 

1)  A  radio  reminder  from  C-in-C  U-boats  concerning 
the  firing  of  T5  torpedoes  according  to  hydro- 
phone bearings,  while  in  the  outward  and  Inward 
passage  areas  of  our  own  boats. 

2)  The  commissioning  of  the  Swedish  ship  "Saggat" 
as  a  Red  Cross  ship,  bound  from  Philadelphia 
to  Marseilles. 

3)  Positions  of  hospital  and  Red  Cross  ships. 

4)  An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

U  580  (Brand!)  and  U  616  (Koitschka)  were  sent 

the  following  reports  s 

The  War  Diary  for  5  January  under  HI.A.c.l.  and 

III.A.d.3. 

The  War  Diary  for  6  January  under  III.A.d.l,  6  and  7 

U  380  (Brand! )  was  requested  for  a  position  report 
for  the  second  time.    The  boat  reported  thats   On 
23  December  at  0240  it  fired  2  unexplained  "Zaun- 
konig"  misses  in  CH  8355,  and  then  was  attacked 
with  depth  charges.    Tube  2  out  of  order.    On  27 
December  at  1500  one  F.A.T.,  which  missed,  and  one 
dud  were  fired  at  a  6,000  G.R.T.  ship.    The  boat 
had  not  received  serial  numbers  585.  586.    The 
missing  serial  numbers  did  not  concern  the  boat. 

U  545  (Rahn)  reported  his  position  from  CE  7278. 

(Curio)  reported  his  position  from  CH  7322 


and  that  both  Naxos  aerials  were  out  of  order. 

As  far  as  could  be  seen  to  date,  both  boats  had 
made  the  breakthrough  without  difficulty. 
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V.    a )  Successes  :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 


b  )  Lo  s  s  e  s  :    ) 


VI.   General  situation: 


Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 


7  January,  1944 

I •    a )  Dally  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
to  naval  grid  squares; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 

U  380  CH  7280, 

U  616  CE  9530, 

IT  642  CJ  9460, 

U  543  CH  7270)    .  „ 

U  951-5  CH  732?)  1'lein^orcemel'1"t;s« 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

No  boats. 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
TFonTiroo"  to  08  00; 

No  boats. 

c  )  In  port  (at  0800) ; 

1)  Toulon;   U  225,  230,  371,  410,  450. 

2)  Pola;    U  81,  407,  455,  596. 

3 )  Salamis :  U  565. 

-*--*••   Air  reconnaissance; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 

Protective  reconnaissance  between  3°  and  8°  E 
north  of  40°  N.   Reconnaissance  of  Algerian 
coast.    No  further  details. 

B.  Fas  tern  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  of  Central  Mediterranean,  Ionian 
Sea.   No  further  details. 

III.   Reports  on  the  enemy ; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 

a )   By  U-boats  :  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b  )   By  air  roc onnais sane e ; ) 
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c  )  By  radio  intercept  service; 

1)  2253/7  January  enemy  aircraft  "Z.F.S.H." 

reported  enemy  U-boat  in 
X.V.  42°  N.  Y.O.  00°  E  (W?)« 
(X.V.  is  thought  to  be  35°,) 

2)  2256/7  January  Gibraltar-based  aircraft 

"W.B.U.P."  reported  an  enemy 
submarine  surfaced  in  36° 


40'  N,  2 


speed  8  knot 


course  45°. 


3)  2311/7  January 


same  aircraft  sent  S.O.S,  from 
36°  40'  IT,  2°  W  (CH  7299). 
(Since  it  was  assumed  that 
the  S.O.S.  signal  was  not 
sent  in  code,  the  parallel 
given  as  35°  in  the  signals 
would  actually  be  36°,) 

4)  2336/7  January  the  S.O.S.  signal  was 

canceled . 


5)  2300/7  January 


North  African  Command  Post 
Tafaroi  sent  the  following 
to  aircraft  "Z.F.S.M."  and 
"J.F.S.S.":   "Carry  out 
search  for  U-boats  within 
a  radius  of  20  miles  around 
35°  40'  N  (parallel  probably 
56°)  U.N.  05°  W  or  u'.N. 
E." 


55° 


6)  2314/7  January  aircraft  "Z.F.S.H."  reported 

an  enemy  submarine  surfaced 
at  35°  (?)  40'  N  U.N.  55°  E 


or  W.N.  05 


r,0 


W 


7)    2323/7    January  aircraft    "Z.F.S.H."   reported 

a  U-boat   in  36°   42' 
(CH  7299). 


N,    2°  W 


8)  Aircraft  "Z.F.S.H."  reported:   "Have 

attacked  with  depth  charges. 
Hit  probable,  have  lost 
contact."   Last  position 
36°  40'  N,  2°  7*'W  (CH  7298). 

9)  0536/8  January  and  0348/8  January  aircraft 

"W.B.U.R."  reported  to 
Gibraltar:   "Am  over  enemy 
U-boat  in  37°  19'  N,  29°  W 
(CH  8115),  northerly  course, 
speed  12  knots." 
German  Naval  High  Command 
Radio  Intelligence  added 
that  the  position  indicated 
in  this  report  was  very 
inaccurate. 

10)  0550/8  January  unit  O.Q.H.  reported  a  U-boat 

surfaced,  bearing  250°,  4 
miles  from  his  own  position 
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35°(?)  28'  N  U.N.,  53°  W 
or  07°  E. 

11)  0540/8  January  same  unit  sent  tactical 

signal. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  7  January  1  "Cairo11  class  cruiser  put  out 

from  Gibraltar  in  the  morning 
for  an  unknown  destination. 

2)  1205/7    January   1   transport   of   16,000   G.R.T., 

with  landing  craft  on  deck, 
sighted  from  Cape  Spartel 
bound  for  the  Mediterranean. 

3)  1320/7  January  1  supply  freighter,  with 

MfT.B.s  on  deck,  sighted  on 
the  line  between  Tangier  and 
Caraminal  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

4)  1630/7    January   1   Polish  destroyer, 

2  American  motor  launches 
put  out  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

5)  1530/7  January  3  British  freighters, 

2  Greek  freighters,  1  tanker, 
2  corvettes,  1  escort  vessel 
put  out  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Atlantic, 

6)  1530/7  January  1  freighter  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the  Atlantic. 

7)  1545/7  January  4  freighters  of  4,000  G.R.T. 

each,  1  special  service 
freighter  of  6,000  G.R.T. 
put  out  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Atlantic, 

S)  1830/7  January  Convoy  of  58  freighters, 

9  tankers,  2  destroyers, 
4  corvettes  sighted  in  the 
Straits  proceeding  from  the 
Mediterranean  to  the  Atlantic, 

9)  1830/7  January  2  freighters,  1  Norwegian 

tanker  put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Atlantic, 

10)  1830/7  January  8  freighters  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the  Atlantic* 

(SK  11)  1900/7  January  1  freighter  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the  Atlantic, 

e )  By  naval  forces; 

Nothing  to  report, 
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B«r  Eastern  Mediterranean; 
Nothing  to  report. 

IV .  Current  U-boat  operations : 

The  following  were  transmitted  to  the  boats: 

1)  The  position  of  a  hospital  ship, 

2)  An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

Reports  as  In  paras .III  .A  .c .3  and  III. A. c. 4. 
were  transmitted  to  the  western  boats. 

The  radio  Intercept  reports  given  under  III.A.c, 
from  which  it  was  apparent  that  our  U-boats  were 
being  attacked,  came  from  the  sea  areas  where 
U  580  (Brand!),  U  545  (Rahn)  and  U  952  (Curio)  were? 
it  was  not  clear  from  the  reports  whether  one  or 
several  boats  were  being  chased.    It  was  Intended 
to  request  U  952  for  a  position  report  during  the 
coming  night  and  U  380  and  U  543  the  following  night. 

The  radio  intercept  report  that  there  were  5  enemy 
units  at  sea  in  the  Oran  -  Algiers  area  was 
transmitted  to  the  western  boats. 

U  95 2  (Curio)  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Toulon  as 
both  Naxos  aerials  had  broken  down. 

U  545  (Rahn)  was  to  occupy  the  area  between  the 
meridians  In  OH  8275  and  CH  9455  if  the  boat  was 
in  full  operational  readiness.    If  not,  he  was  to 
commence  the  return  passage  to  Toulon  and  to  report 
his  position  by  short  signal  when  departing. 

If  U  543  remains  in  the  operational  area,  U58Q 
will  operate  west  of  the  meridian  In  8275,  U  616 
(Koitschka)  east  of  the  meridian  in  CH  9455,. 

U  580  (Brand!)  had  his  attention  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  his  main  task  was  to  operate  on  convoy  traffic, 
and  that  operations  on  the  Valencia  -  Gibraltar 
fruit  traffic  were  a  subsidiary  assignment, 

V .  a  )  Success^ejs  i  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses °         ) 

VI •   Ce nor a 1  s  i  t  ua  t  i  o  n ; 

According  to  an  agent's  report,  5  battleships  and 
5  cruisers  put  in  to  Gibraltar  to  refuel  at  2200 
on  5  January  (see  War  Diary  for  5  January  under 
III.A.d.3).    The  formation  put  to  sea  after 
refuelling,  and  took  over  the  escort  of  an  east- 
bound  convoy  consisting  of  14  transports  with 
troops  on   board  and  20  freighters  with  war 
material  and  provisions.    The  convoy  had  not 
been  reported  previously.   We  suspect  that: 

a)  the  battle  group  is  bound  for  East  Asia,  or 
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b)  that  the  composition  of  the  battle  group  was  not 
as  given  above,  but  as  the  formation  sighted  from 
Tres  Forcas  (see  War  Diary  for  6  January,  III. A. 
d.6  -  2  aircraft  carriers,  3  cruisers,  11 
destroyers.)    If  the  latter  Is  the  case,  we  can. 
count  on  the  enemy  having  planned  operations  in 
areas  outside  fighter  range,  and  on  his  intending 
to  utilize  the  carriers  as  a  jumping-off  base  for 
fighters.    If  both  formations  -  a)  3  battleships, 
3  cruisers,  b)  2  aircraft  carriers,  5  cruisers, 
11  destroyers  -  are  actually  in  the  Mediterranean, 
we  may  then  assume  that  the  formation  will  remain 
there,  and  will  be  used  for  large-scale  opera- 
tions, possibly  against  the  Italian  mainland. 


(Signed)   Kreisch, 


<9 


8  January,  1944 

I,  a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 

to  liavaT ""grief  'squares  ; 

A*  l^esfc e,Pft  Mod i t o r r a n o a n ; 

U  380  CH  7520, 

U  543  CH  7290, 

U  952  CH  8110  (homeward  bound), 

U  616  CH  9520, 

U  642  CJ  9190. 

B.  Ea 3 1 e  r n  Me d 1 1 e r r a n can ; 
Ho  boats, 

k )  U"LbO-a-"^s  homeward  and  outward  bound 
Trom  0800  to  0800 ;  ~~ 

No  boats, 
c )  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon i      U   223,    230,    371,    410,    450. 

2)  Pola:  U  81,    407,    455,    596. 

3)  Salarnis:   U  565. 

II,  Air  reconnaissance; 

.  — ■  ..    ■   --  T   ,   -   ,   ,   ,   ,111111   ■   r   |i 

A.  \m/ e s t e r n  Me d i t err anean; 

Protective  reconnaissance  between  3°  and  8°  E 
north  of  40°  N#  Reconnaissance  of  the  coast 
of  North  Africa,  Sicilian  Channel,  Tyrrhenian 
Sea,   No  further  details, 

B,  Eastern  Mediterranean; 


Reconnaissance  of  the  coast  of  Cyrenaica,  Central 
Mediterranean,  Ionian  Sea,  Adriatic  Sea,    No 
further  details, 
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III.   Reports  on  the  enemy ; 

A»  Western  Mediterranean ; 
a  )  By  U-boats : 
'•")  Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  0050/8  January  CJ  7742  1  battleship, 

2  aircraft  carriers, 
5  screening  forces 
(possibly  destroyers), 
easterly  course. 

2)  2110/3  January  CJ  9512  18  merchant  ships, 

2  destroyers,  course 
340°. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  servic e : 

1)  2135/3  January  aircraft  "A.0.R.Y,"  reported 

to  Algiers:   "Am  over  enemy 
U-boat  in  35°  52'  N  Y.A. 
50°  W  (10°  E)." 

2)  2158/8  January  aircraft  "A.P.S.M."  reported 

air  to  surface  vessel  location 
of  unnamed  object  in  L.B. 
10Q  N  L.A.  10°  E. 

3)  2217/8  January  aircraft  "IT. Y.L.N."  reported 

to  Gibraltar:   "Am  over  enemy 
U-boat  in  35°(?)  52'  N  Y.Q. 
14°  E." 

4)  2308/8  January  aircraft  "W.P.D.J."  reported 

to  Gibraltar:   "U-boat 
surfaced  in  36°  54'  IT,  14° 
5'  W  (CH  7372),  course  90°, 
speed  10  knots. " 

5)  0752/8  January  aircraft  "A.P.S.N."  reported: 

"U-boat  in  W.G.  00°  N  L.A. 
7°  E,  course  180°,  speed 
2  knots." 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations; 

1)  0020/8  January  6  large  laden  freighters, 

one  of  them  a  transport, 
possibly  2  escort  vessels, 
sighted  from  Ceuta  bound 
for  the  Atlantic. 

2)  0915/8    January  4   freighters   of  4,000  G.R.T. 

each,  1  destroyer,  2  "Agatho"  ' 
boats  sighted  from  Cape 
Spartel  bound  for  the 
Atlantic. 
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3)  1300/8  January  1  freighter  put  in  to     , 

Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces : 
'flty  Nothing  to  report. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

a )  By  U-boats  : 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance; 

1)  0830/8  January  CO  5964  14  large,  3  medium- 

sized  freighters, 
2  destroyers,  I 
large  submarine 
cruiser,  course 
270°. 

2)  1000/8  January  CO  4677  10  large  freighters, 

27  medium-sized 
freighters,  3  patrol 
vessels,  course 
130°,  speed  10  knots. 

3)  1545/8  January  CO  5822  20  merchant  ships, 

5  patrol  vessels, 
course  280°. 

4)  1618/8  January  CO  4951  6  large  merchant 

ships,  9  medium- 
sized  merchant  ships, 

6  patrol  vessels, 
course  240°. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

2  convoys  ("Extended"  and  "Mammoth")  inter- 
cepted by  radio  intercept  service  in  the  area 
of  the  coast  of  Cyrenaica.    (See  III  .B.b.1-4)* 

3 )  By  G.I.S.  stations  i ) 

)  Nothing  to  report. 
e )  By  naval  forces  %         ) 

IV •  Current  U-boat  operations; 

The  following  were  transmitted  to  the  boats; 

1)  A  radio  message  concerning  additional  recognition 
lights  shown  by  aircraft. 

(\\  2)  German  Air  Force  recognition  signal  routine  from 

10-15  January. 

3)  An  alteration  of  key-word  "Delphinus  5"  to 
"Delphinus  18". 
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4)  An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

The  sighting  as  in  III.A.b.l  was  sent  to  U  616 
(Koitschka)  and  U  642  (Brifnning)  and  the  one  in 
III.A.b.2.  to  U  642, 

'■^  U  616  (Koitschka)  reported:  ""ZaunkBnig"  missed 

"Agathe"  at  1456  in  GH  9364.   Explosion  after  15 
minutes  42  seconds.    "Agathe"  noiseless,  rapid, 
loud  noise  on  bearing  140°.   Difference  from 
"Agathe'1'."   It  is  possible  that  the  vessel  attacked 
by  "Koitschka"  was  towing  a  noise-box  to  deflect 
the  "Zaunkonig" . 

U  952  (Curio)  was  requested  to  report  his  position 
by  "short  signal  on  the  Mediterranean  service. 
The  request  was  not  answered. 

It  can  be  seen  from  radio  intercept  service  reports 
,  that  the  enemy  is  continuing  his  U-boat  hunt  in  the 
area  in  which  he  chased  our  boats  yesterday,  and 
has  again  intercepted  one  or  more  boats.    It 
cannot  be  ascertained  from  the  radio  intercept 
reports  at  present  which  boat  was  sighted. 

U  545  (Rahn)  reported  on  the  Ireland  service,  time 
of'  'origin  2231:  "Am  being  attacked  by  aircraft  in 
CH  7348."  The  boat  reported  later,  with  serial 
number  2258/8/16  0;  "Am  being  attacked  by  aircraft 
in  CH  7343,  am  unable  to  submerge,  request  fighter 
cover." 

The  boat  has  been  instructed  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  furnish  effective  fighter  cover,  and  that  the 
boat  is  to  proceed  according  to  Serial  Order  No*  37 
if  Spanish  help  is  indispensable.   The  important 
part  of  Serial  Order  No,  57  is  being  sent  to  the 
boat  in  extract  form.   After  this  report  has  been 
received,  it  is  clear  that  some  of  the  radio  inter- 
cept service  reports  received  concern  U  343. 
Since  the  majority  of  the  positions  given  in  the 
radio  intercept  service  reports  cannot  be  definitely 
deciphered,  it  is  not  clear  whether  only  U  543  has 
been  intercepted.   U  380,  who  is  also  supposed  to 
bo  in  the  area,  has  been  asked  to  report  his 
position  in  order  to  be  clear  on  this  point.   To 
date  this  report  has  not  yet  been  received. 

The  following  measures  have  been  taken  to 
assist  U  343: 

1)  2nd  Fliegerdivision  was  requested  for  aircraft, 
to  bo  In  the  area  In  which  U  343  was  attacked 
after  dawn.   2  aircraft  were  detailed.    One 
aircraft  took  off  at  0600  and  is  expected  to 
return  about  1300,    The  second  is  to  take  off 
after  the  first  aircraft  lands. 

2)  Help  has  been  requested  from  the  Spanish  via 
C-in-C  U-boats. 
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V,  a)  Successes  ;  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b  )  Lo  s  s  e -s  :    ) 

VI .  General  situation : 
Nothing  to  report. 

(Signed)   Krelsch. 


9  January,  1044 

I.  a)  Dally  U-boat  positions  at  0600  according 

to  naval  grid  squares; 

A'  H Q 3  £ e rn   ^e  d 1 1  e  r r a n e a n : 

U  380  CH  7580, 

U  343  CH  5720  (homeward  bound), 

U  952  CH  5850  (homeward  bound), 

U  616  CH  9360, 

U  642  CJ  9190. 

B*  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 

No  boats, 

^ )    U-boats   homeward  arid  outward  bound 

No  boats, 
c )  In  port  (at  0600) ; 

1)  Toulon;   U  223,  230,  371,  410,  450. 

2)  Pola:    U  81,  407,  453,  596. 

3)  Salamis:  U  565. 

II.  Air  reconnaissance; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  of  the  sea  area  off  the  east 
coast  of  Spain,  Balearic  Islands.  Special 
reconnaissance  of  the  area  around  Cartagena 
(help  for  own  U-boat).  Afternoon  reconnai- 
ssance In  the  sea  area  around  Alboran, 
Tyrrhenian  Sea*  Protective  reconnaissance 
between  0°  and  7°  north  of  39°, 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  west  and  southwest  of  Cyprus, 
coast  of  Cyrenaica,  Adriatic  Sea.   No' 
further  details, 
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III*   Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A.  W e s t e rn  Me di t er r a nean ; 
a )  By  U-boats; 

Nothing  to  report. 
k )  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  1745/8  January  CH  7336  1  destroyer  probably 

V  or  W  class,  course 
70°,  speed  slight. 

2)  1755/8  January  CH  7349  2  destroyers  probably 

V  or  W  class,  course 
70°,  speed  slight. 

3)  2007/8  January  CH  5757  1  destroyer,  probably 

the  one  sighted  at 
1745. 

Note:   The  aircraft  assigned  by  2nd  Flieger** 
division  to  help  IT  343  reported  these  sightings. 
We  may  assume  that  the  enemy  has  despatched 
an  anti-submarine  hunt  group  into  the  area  in 
which  our  boats  were  reported  by  enemy  air- 
craft and  attacked  on  7,  8  and  9  January. 
This  assumption  was  confirmed  by  the  radio 
intercept  reports  and  locations  (see  III.A.c, 
8  and  9). 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service; 

1)  0830/9  January  aircraft  "A.P.S.N."  reported 

to  Algiers  :   ''Enemy  U-boat 
in  "VR"  North  "WE"  East 
(position  not  indicated)." 

2)  Aircraft  "A  .P.S.N."  reported 

to  Algiers :   "Addition  to  my 
report  of  0752  (see  War  Diary 
for  9  January  under  III.A.c. 5.) 
have  attacked  enemy  with 
depth  charges."   Main  Naval 
D/P  Station  Montpellier 
obtained  a  bearing  of  208° 

on  the  aircraft  when 
transmitting  the  report, 

3)  1150/9  January  aircraft  "A.P.S.N."  reported 

to  Algiers:  "Position* of 
boat  sighted  at  0752  (see 
War  Diary  for  9  January 
under  III.A.c. 5.)  Is  "WG" 
00°  IT,  "LA"  07°  E,  course 
180°,  speed  2  knots, 

4)  Gibraltar-based  aircraft 

"N.F.Q.M."  reported  to 
Gibraltar  at  1245:   "Am 
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over  enemy  U-boat  in  37° 
46'  N,  8°  W  (CH  5782 ).» 


5)  Same  aircraft  ("N.F.Q.M.") 

reported  to  Gibraltar  at 
1250:   "Am  over  enemy  U-boat 
in  37°  46'  N,  19°  W 

(CH  5773).   Have  sighted 
the  periscope  only." 

6)  1840/9  January  aircraft  "O.P.Q.X." 

reported  to  Tafarox:  "Air 
to  surface  vessel  location 
in  36°  48'  N,  00°(?)  18'  W 
CH  7585 (?)." 

7)  1850/9  January  aircraft  "X.N.O.Q." 

reported  to  Tafaroi:   "Air 
to  surface  vessel  location 
In  37°  35'  N  "MQ"  08 »  E. 
Have  lost  contact." 

Notes   It  Is  not  clear  from  the  reports 
whether  one  or  several  boats  were  sighted. 
Probably  more  than  one  boat  was  Intercepted. 

8)  1750/9  January  unit  "T.J. P."  reported  to 

Gibraltar:   "One  aircraft 
bearing  240°,  own  position 
180°,  10  miles  from  "Pal"." 
(Probably  Cape  Palos 
CH  8111.) 

Notes  The  aircraft  assigned  as  help  sighted 
a  destroyer  at  1745  in  CH  7336.  The  latter 
probably  reported  the  aircraft  at  1750. 

9)  1805/9  January  unit  "O.Q.H."  reported  to 

Gibraltar:   "A  Ju  88  is 
shadowing,  bearing  220°, 
from  own  position  "VR"  N 
"YQ"  12°  W  (or  48°  E)." 

Note:   The  aircraft  assigned  to  help  sighted 
two  destroyers  at  1755  in  CH  7349.    One 
destroyer  probably  reported  the  Ju  88. 

10)  More  radio  direction-finding  fixes  of 
enemy  units  were  intercepted  at 

a)  0913   in  CH  6550, 

b)  1049   and  1107    in  CH  6870  and  6880, 

c)  1926    In  CH  5721/5722, 

d)  2008    In   CH  5310/2970, 

e)  2035   in  CJ  7630. 

11)  1746/9   January  convoy  formation   "Screm" 

in  Bone   area  received  air 
raid  warning, 

12)  1040/9    January  convoy  formation   "Vellum", 

proceeding  westwards,  Was 
attacked  by  aircraft, 
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Convoy  was  In  CH  9518  at 
1040,  course  264°. 

13)  Eastbound  American  convoy  was 

In  outer  Gibraltar  area 
during  the  night  of  9/l0 
January • 

d)  By  G . I „ S .  s  tat  ion  s : 

1)  0730  5  freighters,  1  tanker,  4  corvettes 

put  out  from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean* 

2)  0730  40  laden  freighters,  4  convoy  units 

coming  from  the  Atlantic,  passed 
Ceuta. 

3)  0900  1  possible  cruiser  passed  from  the 

Mediterranean  into  the  Atlantic. 

4)  0730  2  freighters  put  in  to  Gibraltar 

from  the  Atlantic • 

5)  0845  1  auxiliary  cruiser  put  In  to 

Gibraltar  from  the  Atlantic, 

G)  1730  1  British  freighter  escorted  by 

one  destroyer  passed  Cartagena  on 
an  easterly  course.   Formation 
kept  well  under  the  coast, 

e)  By  naval  forces ; 
Nothing  to  report, 

B •  Ea s t e rn  Modi t e rr ane an  % 

a)  By  U-boats ; 
Nothing  to  report, 

b )  By   air  reconnaissance i 

1)  0815  CO  5947  24  merchant  ships, 

course  130° • 

2)  0835  CO  4639  27  merchant  ships, 

6  patrol  vessels, 
course  250°, 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service; 

Heavy  convoy  traffic  In  the  Eastern 
Mediterranean,   Following  convoy 
formations  were  intercepted: 

"Nettle",  "Sandstorm",  "Mammoth",  "Extended", 
"Sampler"  and  "Wayon", 

d )  By  0,I,S.  stations i ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 

e )  By  naval  forces  :    ) 
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IV  .   Current  U-boat  operations : 

The  following  were  transmitted  to  the  boats: 

1)  Reports  as  in  III.A.c.l,  10a,  10b,  8,  9,  10c, 
^  lOd,  III. A. d. 2  and  6. 

2)  Directives  concerning  the  showing  of  recognition 
lights  by  aircraft, 

3)  Positions  of  hospital  ships. 

4)  An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report, 

U  580  (Brand! )s  U  343  (Rahn),  U  952  (Curio)  have 
not  yet  answeredThe  request  f or  their  positions. 

More  sighting  and  attack  reports  were  received  from 
enemy  aircraft  in  the  area  in  which  U  380,  U  343 
and  U  952  were  believed  to  be.   Again,  it  cannot 
be  ascertained  definitely  whether  one  or  several 
boats  are  being  intercepted. 

The  2  aircraft  provided  by  2nd  Fliegerdivision  have 
sighted  no  U-boats  or  other  clues  In  a  reconn- 
aissance of  the  area  in  which  the  boats  are  believed 
to  be.   The  second  aircraft  sighted  3  destroyers 
(see  III.A.b.l,  2,  3).    On  10  January  2  more  air- 
craft are  scheduled  for  reconnaissance  in  the  fore- 
noon and  one  In  the  afternoon. 

The  Spanish  have  sent  2  large  motor  fishing  vessels 
out  from  Aguilas  to  search  the  area.   Neither 
vessel  sighted  anything!   the  report  from  the 
Spanish  destroyer  "Churruca" ,  which  put  out  from 
Cartagena,  has  not  yet  been  received. 

The  boats  were  informed  by  radio  that  the  Spanish 
destroyer  had  put  to   sea. 

U  616  (Koitschka)  sent  a  success  report  (see 
under  V.a) . 

Pola  U-boat  base  reported  an  air  raid  carried  out 
by  about  80  four-engined  planes  on  Pola  from  1100 
to  1215.   U  81  (Krieg)  and  the  former  Italian 
U-boat  "Nautilus"  sank  after  direct  hits.   U  407 
(Brullcr),  U  596  (Norm)  and  U  453  (Luhrs)  were  not 
damaged.   Slight  damage  to  the  base  Is  specified, 
severe  damage  to  the  dockyard  and  considerable 
damage  in  -Hie  town.   The  following  casualties  have 
been  confirmed  to  date: 

a)  Base;   1  Petty  Officer  and  3  men  killed. 

1  man  missing,  4  men  wounded. 

b)  U  31:   2  men  killed. 

c)  U  407:  2  officers  (Lieut. ( j .g. ) (E)  Weser,  Lieut. 

(j.g.)  Baumgart)  and  3  men  killed. 

1  Petty  Officer  and  1  man  wounded. 
No  aircraft  were  shot  down  during  the  attack. 
Defenses  were  slight. 

-29- 


C0NFIPEHTIAL 

SECURITY  INFQ3MTI0N  455 


CONFIDENTIAL 


V.  a)    Successes : 


U  616  (Koitschka)    sank   2   submarines   at   1124 
on  9 "January   in  GH  9525 


• 


b )  Losses ; 

U  81  (Krieg)  was  sunk  in  the  harbor  by  a  direct 
Kit'  during  an  air  raid  on  Pola, 

VI.   Ge  n  er a 1  si  tu  a  t  ion ; 

In  retrospect,  the  meeting  of  3  of  our  U-boats  off 
the  southeast  corner  of  Spain  on  6/7  January  and 
the  U-boat  hunt  carried  out  there  by  the  enemy, 
can  be  presented  as  f ollows : 

U  580  (Brand!)  was  asked  to  report  his  position. 
No  reply  was  received  during  the  night  5/6  January. 
The  boat  was  therefore  called  up  a.gain  on  6  January, 
At  2324  on  6  January  a  radio  message  was  received 
according  to  which  the  boat  was  In  CH  7289  at  2137, 

U  952  (Gurio)  reported  his  position  by  short  signal 
on  the  coastal  service  from  CH  7322  at  0521  on 


7  January 


• 


U  545  (Rahn)  likewise  reported  his  position  from 

GH  7'2V8  at  0613  on  7  January  on  the  coastal  service. 

Both  boats  transmitted  these  position  reports 
according  to  their  operational  orders,  to  Indicate 
that  they  had  passed  the  Straits  of  G-lbraltar  and 
had  entered  Captain  U-boats'  command  area.   A 
difficult  situation  hereby  arose  from  an  unfortunate 
coincidence.   Within  a  few  hours  of  each  other, 
3  boats  transmitted  messages  from  adjacent  grid 
squares  at  the  narrowest  spot  in  the  Mediterranean, 
less  than  300  miles  from  Gibraltar  and  100  miles 
from  Oran.   This  circumstance  made  it  much  easier 
for  the  enemy  to  take  bearings  on  the  boats  on  a 
favorable  basis.   Operational  control  could  not 
possibly  make  plans  for  this  situation  In  advance, 
as  they  did  not  anticipate  that  both  boats  would 
pass  the  Straits  at  the  same  time  and  would 
transmit  their  passage  reports  from  approximately 
the  same  position. 

The  lesson  which  must  be  drawn  from  thiss  is  that 
in  future  boats  must  not  transmit  their  passage 
reports  until  they  are  east  of  the  bottleneck, 
from  about  the  area  between  CH  69  to  CH  59. 

The  risk  must  be  taken  that 

a)  operational  control  is  informed  of  the 
successful  breakthrough  very  late; 

b)  the  boat  is  withdrawn  from  the  area  of 

^  operations  if  it  has  to  commence  its  return 

passage  because  of  damage  suffered. 

The  last  point  does  not  count  so  much,  because 
according  to  previous  experience  the  majority  of 
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boats  which  had  accomplished  the  breakthrough 
could  not  operate  at  once  -  because  of  breakdowns 
or  for  other  reasons  -  but  had  to  commence  the 
return  passage. 

The  fact  that  both  boats  (U  345  and  U  952)  trans- 
mitted their  passage  reports  on  the  coastal 
service  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  boats 
tried  first  to  transmit  the  short  signal  on  the 
Mediterranean  service,  to  which  they  should  have 
switched  after  passing  through.   As  a  result, 
however,  of  unfavorable  radio  traffic  conditions 
on   this  wave  they  were  not  heard  by  control  and 
repeating  station,  and  were  thus  forced  to  try  to 
get  through  on  another  service.    If  the 
assumption  that  the  boats  transmitted  the  short 
signal  several  times  is  correct,  this  also  must 
have  made  It  easier  for  the  enemy  to  take  bearings. 

The  boats  must  therefore  if  possible  avoid 
transmitting  again  a  short  signal  which  has  not 
been  acknowledge  by  control  or  repeating  station, 
but,  if  possible,  wait  till  the  following  night. 

When  the  radio  messages,  from  which  it  could  be 
seen  that  the  boats  were  relatively  close  to  one 
another  In  an  unfavorable  area,  were  available, 
efforts  were  made  to  scatter  them  as  quickly  as 
possible, 

U952  (Curio)  was  ordered  to  return  to  Toulon  as 
both" "his  Naxos  aerials  had  broken  down. 

U_  38  0  (Brand!)  was  reminded  that  his  main  task 
was'  'to  operate  on  enemy  convoy  traffic,  and  that 
operations  on  the  enemy  fruit  traffic  proceeding 
under  the  Spanish  coast,  to  which  the  boat  had 
been  directed  as  successes  in  this  connection  are 
desired  at  present  for  reasons  of  prestige,  were 
to  be  regarded  as  subsidiary.    It  may  be  concluded 
that  the  boat  was  operating  on  the  fruit  traffic 
from  its  reported  position,  which  was  directly 
under  the  Spanish  coast. 

I J  545  (Rahn)  was  ordered  to  occupy  an  operational 
area  off  the  coast  of  Algeria  if  the  boat  Is  still 
fit  for  operations »    Otherwise  he  too  is  to 
commence  his  return  passage  and  then  to  report  his 
position  by  short  signal. 

It  cannot  bo  seen  definitely  whether  the  plan  to 
separate  the  boats  has  been,  even  if  only  In  part, 
realized.   The  impression,  from  radio  intercept 
service  messages  concerning  U-boat  sightings 
received,  is  that  more  than  one  boat  must  have 
been  sighted. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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10  January,  1944 

I •    a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
•cV  "naval  grid  squares  i 

A.  We stern  Mediterranean: 

U  380  CH  7530, 

U  343  GH  5760  (homeward  bound), 

U  952  CH  5830  (homeward  bound), 

U  616  CH  9520, 

U  642  CH  9130. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean; 
No  boats. 

b)  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  0800: 

No  boats, 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon:   U  223,  230,  371,  410,  450. 

2)  Pola:     U  407,  453,  596. 

3)  Salamis:  U  565. 

II.  Air  reconnaissance; 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 

Protective  reconnaissance  between  4°  and  6°  E 
north  of  40°  N.   Reconnaissance  of  Tyrrhenian 
Sea,  Western  Mediterranean  as  far  as  the  North 
African  coast,  west  of  Majorca. 

B»  Ea s tern  Me di te r ran oan : 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic  Sea,  Ionian  Sea, 
southeast  coast  of  Italy,  sea  area  Benghazi- 
Malta,  coast  of  Cyrenaica. 

III.  Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A.  We st e r  n  Me d i t e r r a n e a n : 
a)  By  IJ-boa t si : 

Nothing  to  report. 
b  )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  1047/10  January  CH  8438  26  freighters, 

4  patrol  vessels, 
course  70°. 

2)  1555/10  January  CH  8434  60  merchant  ships, 

2  cruisers,  4 
destroyers, 
course  240°. 
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c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

1)  1740/10  January  aircraft  "A.W.F.K," 

reported  to  Algiers :   "Am 
over  a  submerging  U-boat 
in  "LB"  00°  N  "LA"  47°  E, 
course  360°,  speed  12 
knots  t" 

2)  1958/10  January  aircraft  "A.R.H.M." 

reported;   "Have  air  to 
surface  vessel  location  in 
38°  33'  N  "MQ"  44°  E." 

3)  2014/10  January  aircraft  "A.R.H.M." 

reported:  "Have  air  to 
surface  vessel  location 
position  not  indicated.11 

4)  1835/10.  January  unit  with  convoy  "Decade" 

reported:   "Convoy  is 
being  attacked  by  enemy 
>  aircraft  in  CH  8454, 

course  61°,  speed  7  knots." 

Note:   "Decade"  is  the  same  convoy  as  in 
HI.A.b.l.    "Decade"  passed  eastwards 
through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  on  9  January. 

5)  10  January      a  convoy  bound  for  England 

was  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Or an  in  the 
late  afternoon.   The 
convoy  will  pass  westwards 
through  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar  on  13  or  14 
January.    (This  convoy 
Is  probably  "Vellum".) 

Note:   Same  convoy  as  in  III.A.b.2» 

6)  12  January      a  U  ,S  .A  .-Mediterranean 

convoy  will  pass  eastwards 
through  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar. 

7)  0635/11  January  convoy  "Monica  2"  in  the 

Algiers  area  received  an 
air  raid  warning* 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  0045/10  January  1  ship  towed  In  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic. 

2)  0045/10  January  1  freighter  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 
£  Mediterranean, 

3)  0545/10  January  30  vessels  with  escort 

screen  (possible?-  more) 
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sighted  from  Tangier  bound 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

4)  0245/10  January  6  freighters,  1  corvette 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Mediterranean. 

5)  0700/10  January  2  freighters,  3  destroyers, 

3  corvettes,  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

S)  0700/10  January  2  motor  launches,  7 

landing  craft  put  out 
from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean • 

7)  0700/10  January  54  freighters,  6  tankers, 

3  destroyers,  3  corvettes, 
passed  Gibraltar  eastward 
bound. 

8)  0800/10  January  16  ship  silhouettes,  3  of 

them  escort  units,  passed 
Ceuta  eastward  bound. 

Note:   The  same  convoy  is  probably  being 
reported  from  different  posts  in  3 ) ,  ?)  and 
8) .    5)  and  6)  have  presumably  joined  this 
convoy.    The  convoy  would  then  be  composed 
as  follows  : 

56  freighters,  6  tankers,  6  destroyers, 
6  corvettes,  2  motor  launches,  7  landing 
craft.    This  convoy  passed  Gibraltar  at 
0800  on  10  January  eastward  bound. 

9)  0900/10  January  Italian  Savoia  (type  not 

reported)  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

10)  0915/10  January  1  French  tanker  put  in 

to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean. 

11)  lOOO/lO  January  6  minesweepers  put  out 

from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

12)  1030/10   January  the  battleship    "Warspite" 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Mediterranean, 

13)  1545/10  January  put  In  to  Gibraltar  again. 

14)  HOO/lO  January  1  freighter  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

15)  1215/10  January  1  freighter,  4  corvettes 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Mediterranean. 
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16)  0930/10  January  1  Dutch,  1  British 

freighter  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic. 

17)  HlO/lO  January  2  minesweepers  with  gear 
T;"'  sighted  from  Tangier 

making  for  the  Atlantic. 

18)  1605/10  January  2  minesweepers  sighted 

from  Tangier  making  for 
tho  Mediterranean. 

19)  1150/10  January  6  large  escort  vessels 

sighted  from  Tangier 
making  for  the  Atlantic. 

20)  1500/10  January  1  freighter  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean • 

21)  1610/10  January  1  freighter  of  5,000  G.R.T 

sighted  from  Tangier 
making  for  the  Atlantic . 

22)  1600/10  January  1  tanker  of  about  8,000 

G.R.T.  sighted  from 
Almeria  on  an  easterly 
course • 

23)  1910/10  January  2  destroyers  sighted  from 

Tangier  making  for  the 
Mediterranean . 

e  )  Bj   naval  fore e s ; 

Nothing  to  report. 
B.  Eastern  Mediterranean ; 
a)  By  U -boats ; 

Nothing  to  report, 
b  )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  0925/10  January  CJ  9889  10  freighters  of 

65,000  G.R.T., 

1  tanker  of 
10,000  G.R.T.,  4 
escort  vessels, 
course  30°.» 

2)  1227/10  January  CP  1411  1  M.T.B. 

3)  1501/10  January  4  M.T.B.s  off  Syli 
■ m  harbor. 

4)  1550/10  January  CO  5839  6  freighters, 

2  patrol  vessels, 
southerly  course* 
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5)  1640/10  January  CN  6696  4  possible 

destroyers, 
course  290°. 

6)  1645/10  January  CN  3867  26  merchant  vessels, 

single  escort 
vessels,  course 
250°. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

1558/10  January  air  raid  warning  for  convoy 

formation  "Nursemaid"  in  the 
Benghazi  area  (possibly 
convoy  under  III.B.b.4). 

d )  By  G.I.S.  stations i ) 

)  Nothing  to  report* 

e )  By  naval  forces  :    ) 

IV.   Current  U-boat  operations ; 

The  following  were  transmitted  to  the  boats: 

1)  Reports  as  in  III.A,d,8,  5  and  6,  III.A.c.l, 
4,  III.A.b.l  and  2,  III. A. c. 2. 

2)  Correction  to  short  signal  book  1941. 

3)  Correction  to  0-in-C  U-boats'  Current  War 
Order  No.  121  (hospital  ships  notified). 

4)  Positions  of  hospital  and  supply  ships. 

5)  An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

U  580  (Brandi)  reported  his  position  at  0307 
from  CH  7313. 

U  545  (Rahn)  and  U  952  (Curio)  have  not 
reported  yet. 

Apart  from  the  reports  given  in  III.A.c.l,  2 
and  3  no  others  have  been  received.    No 
conclusion  can  bo  reached  from  the  reports 
available  as  to  which  boat  is  concerned  as  the 
positions  cannot  be  decoded.   2nd  Flieger- 
division  again  dispatched  several  aircraft  into 
the  area  south  and  west  of  Cartagena  and  south 
and  west  of  Ibiza,   The  aircraft  discovered  no 
clues  about  the  boat. 

V •    a  )  Successes : ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Lo s so s  ;    ) 

VI»   General  situation: 

Naval  War  Staff,  1st  Div.  informed  us  in  a 
teleprint  message  (Naval  War  Staff,  1st  Div, 
I. A.  805/44  Most  Secret)  that,  since  the  enemy 
has  dispatched  heavy  units  to  the  Mediterranean, 
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there  is  a  possibility  that  these  are  intended  to 
exercise  pressure  on  Turkey  to  enter  the  war  on 
the  side  of  the  Allies.    In  this  case,  wo  may 
count  on  an  imminent'  attack  against  Crete  or  the 
islands  in  the  Aegean,  especially  against  Rhodes 
and  other  islands  off  the  west  coast  of  Turkey. 

The  Fuehrer  demands  that  preparations  for  defense 
shall  be  re-examined  and  if  possible  supplemented. 
The  Navy  is  Instructed  to  concentrate  the  U-boats 
available  in  the  Mediterranean  for  the  defenso  of 
an  attack  against  Crete  and  the  Aegean  islands. 

Captain  U-boats  was  requested  to  wiro  a  plan  of 
operations, 

The  following  was  reported  to  Naval  War  Staff, 
1st  Division: 

1 )  U-boat  position; 

a)  No  boats  are  operating  in  the  Eastern 
Mediterranean  at  present.    Only  U  616  of 
the  boats  In  the  Western  Mediterranean  is 
In  full  operational  readiness,    (At  sea 
since  3  January,  has  3  T5  torpedoes  at  most.) 

b)  5  boats  will  be  ready  in  Toulon  between  17 
and  21  January!   one  of  the  boats  has  a  now 
captain,  so  that  it  Is  not  advisable  that 
ho  should  proceed  through  the  Sicilian 
Channel  on  his  first  operation,  and  he  is 
to  operate  In  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 

c)  Two  boats,  U  453  and  U  407  will  be  ready  in 
Pola  In  the  middle  of  January,  If  no  delays 
are  caused  by  air  attacks.   Both  boats 
have  now  captains,  which  limits  their 
activities  as  it  is  their  first  operation. 

s )  Possibilities ; 

A  strong  concentration  of  U-boats  in  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean  will  leave  the  Western 
Mediterranean  bare  for  a  considerable  period, 
as  the  return  route  through  the  Sicilian 
Channel  is  not  possible  for  boats  with  no 
ammunition.   Passage  through  the  Sicilian 
Channel  Is  a  difficult  operation  in  any  caso 
(no  easier  than  passage  through  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar ) , 

The  dockyard  situation  is  critical,  as 

a)  Pola  can  only  take  In  a  limited  number 
(4  boats  under  normal  conditions)  and  Is 
now  further  limited  by  air  attacks, 

b)  Salamis  can  only  take  In  one  boat  under 
present  conditions.   Air  attacks,  with 
which  we  must  reckon,  could  put  the  base 
completely  out  of  action. 
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3 )  Decision : 

a)  U  616  will  be  ordered  to  commence  passage 

to  the  Eastern  Mediterranean.   Will  operate 
first  off  the  coast  of  Cyrenaica, 

b)  U  453  and  U  407  will  operate  on  the  coast 
of  Palestine,  can  be  withdrawn  to  the  Crete 
area  later  if  occasion  arises. 

c)  Further  boats  will  not  be  dispatched  until 
it  is  seen  how  the  situation  develops,  for 
the  reasons  eiven  under  l.b. 


o- 


d)  The  basic  principle  will  be  that  U-boats 
will  remain  In  areas  of  enemy  traffic  which 
are  known  to  offer  prospects  of  success, 
until  the  enemy's  intentions  are  definitely 
recognized.   Moving  the  boats  for  screening 
purposes  to  a  certain  degree  on  suspicion 
means  that  they  are  endangered  without 
serving  any  useful  purpose. 


(Signed)   Kreisch. 


11    January,    1944 

I ,  a  )   Daily  U-boat   position^  at    08 00n  according 

to  navaT~g;r id" ^sqimre s_ ; 

&■*  y(s s "k cpn  Me d I  to  rr  a.  riean ; 

U  380  OH  7813, 

U  543  CH  5830  (homeward  bound), 

U  952  CH  5690  (homeward  bound), 

IT  616  CH   9520, 

U  642  CJ   9430. 

B  •   Easter n  Me d it e r  r an e art s 
No  boats. 

b )  U-boats   homeward  arid  outward  bound 
from   0800""Tjo~'0'8^0l  ' 

No  boats. 

c )  In  port    (at    0800) : 

1)    Toulon:      U  223,    230,    371,    410,    450. 
-,4  2)    Pola;  IT  407,    453,    596. 

&  3)   Salamis;    U  565. 
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II .   Air  reconnaissance : 

A*  Western  Mediterranean ; 

Reconnaissance  of  sea  area  between  0°  and  3°  E 
as  far  as  the  Afr.ican  coast.  Tyrrhenian  Sea, 
protective  reconnaissance  between  3°  and  8°  E, 
north  of  40°  N. 

B,  Eastern  Mediterranean i 

Reconnaissance  between  Benghazi  and  Malta, 
Ionian  Sea,  coast  of  North  Africa  as  far  as 
east  of  Alexandria. 

Ill*   Rep  or  t  s  on  t  he  en  cmy ; 

^'   W es t e r  n  M edi terranean; 

a)  By  U-boats; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b)  By  air  reconnaissance: 

1)  2015/11  January  CJ  6717  10  small  and  medium- 

sized  landing  craft, 
northeasterly 
course,  speed 
slight. 

2)  2030/11  January  GJ  6733  1  destroyer, 

course  40°, 
moderate  speed. 

3)  2031/11  January  GJ  6791  2  destroyers, 

course  250°, 
moderate  speed. 

4)  2106/11  January  GJ  9273  5  landing  craft, 

northerly  course. 

5)  2102/11  January  CJ  9257  7  merchant  ships, 

5  escort  vessels, 
northerly  course. 

6)  2155/11  January  CJ  9426  16  merchant  ships,. 

1  patrol  vessel, 
course  50°. 

c)  By  radio  intercept  service: 

1)  0024/12  January  convoy  formation  "Blankney" 

received  air  raid  warning 
from  Algiers . 

2)  11  January  at  midday  a  westbound  convey 

was  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Bizerta, 

3)  A  Britain-Mediterranean  convoy  (probably 

"Tarbat")  will  probably 
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put  in  to  Gibraltar  on 
18  January. 

4)  Convoy  formation  "Vellum"  will  probably 

pass  Gibraltar  on  12 
January . 

5)  The  convoy  which  was  between  Oran  and 

Cape  Tenes  on  10  January 
(probably  "Decade")  (see 
War  Diary  for  10  January 
under  1 1 1. A. c. 4)  is  bound 
for  Naples  and  Taranto. 
Will  probably  arrive 
between  14  and  16  January, 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations: 

1)  0500/11    January  4  freighters    of   5,000 

G.R.T,  each,  2  escort 

vessels  passed  Ceuta 

bound  for  the  Mediterranean. 

2)  06  50/11  January  4  ships  sighted  from 

Tangier  making  for  the 
Atlantic. 

3)  0930/11  January  1  French  minesweeper, 

1  French  survey  vessel 
put  In  to  Gibraltar 
from  the  Atlantic. 

4)  lOOO/ll  January  1  freighter  nut  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean . 

5)  llOO/ll  January  1  freighter  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean. 

6 )  1115/11  January  5  minesweepers  put  out ■ 

from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

7)  1140/11  January  1  freighter  passed  the 

Tangier -Caraminal  line. 

8)  1300/11  January  1  freighter  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean , 

9)  1715/11  January  convoy  of  11  freighters, 

2  gunboats,  3  corvettes, 
1  tug,  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the  Atlantic. 

10)  183o/ll  January  1  freighter,  1  gunboat 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Atlantic. 

11)  1930/ll  January  3  destroyers  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the  Atlantic. 
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e )  By  naval  forces: 
Nothing  to  report, 
B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

a)  By  U-boats: 
Nothing  to  report, 

b )  By  a ir  reconnajs sane e : 

1519/11  January  CP  7246  3  battleships, 

2  cruisers, 
1  possible  aircraft 
carrier,  5  destroyers, 
20  large  freighters, 
course  150°, 


Nothing  to 
report. 


c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 

d)  By  Ct.I.S,  stations; 

e)  By  naval  forces: 
IV .   Current  U-boat  operations : 

The  following  were  transmitted  to  the  boats: 

1)  Reports  as  In  III.A.b.5  and  6, 

2)  Radio  reminder  No,  76  (subject:   leaving  Naxos 
aerials  up  when  submerging), 

3)  The  use  of  a  Swedish  ship. as  a  Red  Cross  ship 
carrying  supplies  for  Greece  between  St,  John 
and  Greece, 

4)  An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report, 

U  642  (Briiinning),  who  has  so  far  operated  without 
success  in  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea  and  is  at  the  end 
of  his  intended  period  of  operation,  is  given  the 
area  between  the  meridians  in  CJ  7825  and  CJ  7714 
as  a  new  attack  area.  He  can  only  be  left  there 
for  a  few  more  days, 

U  61j3  (Koitschka)  is  operating  west  of  !I  Br /Inning" 
as  far  as  the  meridian  in  CJ  9189, 

It  Is  intended  to  move  U  616  (Koitschka)  to  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean  in  accordance  with  the 
considerations  given  under  para.  VI  of  10 
January,    As  the  phase  of  the  moon  is  not  at 
present  favorable  (full  moon)  and  two  intercepted 
eastbound  convoys  must  pass  through  lT  616  »s 
attack  area  on  12  and  15  January,  the  departure 
|  order  for  U  616  will  not  be  given  until  the 


evening  of  13  January, 


No  reports  have  been  received  from  U  545  (Rahn) 
and  U  952  (Curio),    The  destroyer  sent  by  the 
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Spanish  to  help  search  for  the  boats  has  broken 
off  the  search  without  success. 

V •    a )  Successes  :  ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses i         ) 

VL"   ^ej^jpal^jg  ituation  ; 

Naval  War  Staff  has  agreed  to  the  reported  plans 
(see  War  Diary  for  10  January  under  para.  VI)  in 
G-erman  Naval  High  Command,  Naval  War  Staff,  1st 
Div.  LIT.  Most  Secret  S.O.s  only  No.  88/44. 


(Signed)    Kreisch. 


12  January,  1944 

-*■•    a)  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
to  naval  grid  squares: 

A .  We  stern  Mediterranean  ; 

U  380  CH  7810, 

U  616  CH  9610, 

U  642  CJ  8560, 

U  343  CH  6740  (homeward  bound), 

U  952  CH  6580  (homeward  bound). 

B»  Eastern  Moditerranoari ; 

No  boats, 

b  )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  PC 00  "So  08  551     ~~*  *~ 

U  453  put  out  from  Pola  at  1645  on  12  January 
for  his  15th  operation, 

c )  In  port  (at  0800) : 

1)  Toulon;   IT  223,  230,  371,  410,  450. 

2)  Pola  i    IT  407,  453,  596. 

3)  Salamisi  IT  565, 

II ,   Air  r e c o nna 1 saanco ; 

A#  Western  Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance  north  of  40°  N,  between  2°  and 
8°  E,  Tyrrhenian  Sea,  around  Corsica. 

B.  Eastern  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic  Sea,  Aegean  Sea, 
Ionian  Sea,  between  Benghazi  and  Malta. 
Probing  reconnaissance  as  far  as  Alexandria. 
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III. 

Reports    on   the  enerrr/~: 

A.   Western  Mediterranean 

a  )   By  U-boats : 

«ff  U  616:   0050/13  January  CE  9394  westbound 

convoy  of  1  destroyer, 
2  steamers  up  to 
6,000  G.R.T.  and 
1  steamer  of  10,000 
G  •  R  •  T  • 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance  2      ) 

)  Nothing  to 
°)  By  radio  intercept  service:)  report. 

d)    By  G.I.S.    stations: 

•  '  ....     ■'»—  ■—       ■■     .        ..        ...     —  —  -.n      -        .1    —  ■„■-■■■■        . 

1)  2215/11  January  Tangier:   20  freighters, 

1  tanker,  5  destroyers  or 
gunboats,  making  for  the 
Atlantic . 

2)  2400/ll  January  14  freighters,  2  tankers, 

2  destroyers,  2  corvettes 
put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Mediterranean. 

3)  0100/12  January  Oeuta:   29  largo  laden 

freighters  (probably  more) 
left  the  Mediterranean  for 
the  Atlantic,   Some  put 
in  to  Gibraltar.   4  escort 
vessels . 

4)  0130/12  January  Gibraltar:   8  freighters, 

4  corvettes  passing  from 
the  Mediterranean  to  the 
Atlantic . 

5)  0200/12  January  Tangier:   3  vessels, 

probably  transports, 
4  vessels  of  medium  tonnage, 
2  escort  vessels  making 
for  the  Atlantic. 

6)  0445/12  January  2  freighters,  1  destroyer, 

1  "Agathe"  boat  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean. 

7)  0830/12  January  1  Trench  destroyer  of  the 

"Bourrasque"  class  put  In 
to  Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean, 

&  8)  0930/12  January)  1  freighter  put  in  to 

1030/12  January)  Gibraltar  from  the 

Mediterranean » 
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9)  1100/12  January  1  unit,  apparently  a 

battleship,  sighted  11 
miles  northeast  of  Tres 
Forcas,  bound  for  the 
Atlantic . 

10)  1135/12  January  4  small  units  and  1  air- 

craft sighted  in  the  same 
position,  bound  for  the 
Atlantic.   Apparently 
escort  of  the  unit 
reported  as  a  battleship. 

11)  1240/12  January  3  freighters,  1  tanker, 

escorted  by  1  French  mine- 
layer, 1  tug,  1  French 
survey  ship  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the  Atlantic. 

12)  0930/12  January  5  vessels  10  miles  east  of 

Alboran,  possibly  submarines, 
1  destroyer  on  line  patrol. 

e)  By  naval  forces: 

Nothing  to  report. 

B,  Eastern  Mediterranean; 

According  to  a  report  of  Luftflotte  2  of 
11  January  1944,  3  apparent  battleships  are 
lying  at  Mars a  Scirocco;   according  to  infor- 
mation from  Naval  "war  Staff,  3rd  Div.  they  may 
be  Italian. 

Otherwise  nothing  to  report. 

Current  U-boat  operations ; 

U  616  (Koitschka)  reported  successes  on  the  convoy 
as  in  III. A. a  and  requested  permission  to  return 
with  2  stern  torpedoes  a.nd  1  bow  torpedo  left. 
U  616  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Toulon,  as  it  does 
not  seem  advisable  for  him  to  remain  in  the 
operational  area  with  the  torpedoes  reported. 
The  boat's  request  to  return  also  leads  to  the 
conclusion  that  breakdowns  or  damage  would  make 
further  operation  difficult.    Captain  U-boats 
therefore  considers  it  more  favorable  to  order 
the  boat  to  commence  the  return  passage,  which 
Is  not  too  long,  so  that  it  may  be  put  into 
operation  again  as  soon  as  possible.   The  boat's 
departure  to  the  coast  of  Gyrenaica  -  scheduled 
for  13  January  -  Is  therefore  canceled,  as  this 
does  not  seem  feasible  in  view  of  the  considera- 
tions mentioned. 


U  952  (Curio)  at  1455  on  13  January  reported 
short  signal  that  he  intended  to  cross  42°  N 
0800  on  14  January  and  would  arrive  at  the 
rendezvous  off  Toulon  at  0800  on  15  January* 

-U- 


by 
at 


CONFIDENTIAL 
SECURITY  INFORMATION 


470 


:• 


CONFIDENTIAL 

No  report  has  been  received  from  U  545  (Rahn) 
to  date. 

^'  The  following  were  transmitted  to  the  boats: 

1)  Information  on  the  lights  to  be  used  In  Air 
Force  recognition  signals  from  10  January. 

2)  Information  on  the  German  Air  Force  recognition 
signal  routine  after  14  January. 

5)  An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report. 

4)  Information  on  the  positions  of  various 
hospital  ships. 

5)  Radio  message  concerning  the  repair  of 
porcelain  rod  in  the  Naxos  aerial. 

V.  a)  Successes : 

U  616  (Koitschka)  reported,  after  4  shots  fired 
at  'the  convoy  mentioned  in  III. A. a. 5,  5  explosions 
after  11  -  15  minutes,  very  loud  sinking  noises 
and  then  only  one  steamer  noise.    The  verbal 
report  from  the  commander  is  awaited  in  order 
to  confirm  the  success, 

b  )  Loss  es_ : 

Nothing  to  report. 

VI .  General    situation  i 

Convoy  position  (radio  messages  evaluated  by 
operator )  : 

1)  Mediterranean-Britain  convoy  passed  Gibraltar 
early  on  12  January,  was  in  the  St,  Vincent- 
Casablanca  sea  area  about  midnight. 

2)  Britain-Mediterranean  convoy  was  in  about  CF  23 
on  the  evening  of  12  January. 

5)  Westbound  convoy,  which  was  in  the  Benghazi- 
Malta  sea  area  on  the  evening  of  9  January, 
has  probably  proceeded  in  partial  convoys  to 
Taranto,  Augusta  and  Naples.   A  partial  convoy 
was  in  the  Bizerta  sea  area  at  midday  on 

11  January,  at  midday  on  12  January  in  the 
outer  sea  area  east  of  Algiers. 

4)  An  eastbound  U.S .A .-Mediterranean  convoy, 
which  passed  Gibraltar  on  10  January,  was 

iP  in  the  Algiers  sea  area  on  the  morning  of 

12  January • 

5)  An  eastbouna  Britain-Mediterranean  convoy  was 
in  the  Bonc-Bizerta  sea  area  on  the  evening 
of  12  January,  destination  Naples, 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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15  January,  ,.1944 

I,    a)  Dally  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
to  naval  grid  squares  ; 

A#  We  a ter n  Mediterranean  ; 

U  38  0  CH  75, 

U  616  CH  69  (homeward  bound), 

U  642  CJ  76, 

U  952  CH  63  (homeward  bound), 

U  343  CH  65  (homeward  bound). 

B»  Eastern  Mediterranean : 

U  453   CJ  62  (outward  bound). 

^ )  U-boats  homeward  and.  .outward  bound 
f  r  om"  08  00  t o~08  00  : 

Ho  boats. 

°)  In  port  (at  0800) ; 

1)  Toulon:   U  223,  230,  371,  410,  450. 

2)  Pola:     U  407,  596. 

3)  Salami s :  U  565. 

Il ■•   All'  r e o o n pa  1  ssanoe  : 

A,  Western  Mediterranean; 

Reconnaissance  north  of  39°  N,  between  1° 
and  8°  E,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

Bi  Eastern  Mediterranean s 

Adriatic  Sea,  Ionian  Sea,  sea  area  west  of 
Benghazi,  Crete -Alexandria  sea  area, 

- - ■*-  •   Report s^^qn  the  enemy  t 

A.  We s torn  Medi  terr anean ; 

a)  By  U-boats ; 

U  580;   0034/11  January  CH  7587  eastbound  convoy. 
0720/11  January  CH  7548  westbound  convoy. 

k )  By  air  reconnaissance ; 

1)  1100/13  January  CJ  7916  20  large,  12  small 

landing  craft,  easterly 
course,  slow  speed. 
According  to  a  rough 

#  evaluation  the  convoy 

consisted  of  25  freighters 
totaling  128,000  G.R.T., 
some  with  barrage  balloons, 
1  freighter  of  7,000  G.R.T. 
with  an  anti-torpedo  net, 
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5  apparent  patrol  vessels,, 
3  apparent  motor  gunboats  • 

2)  1120/13  January  CJ  7939  6  large  ships, 

slow  speed, 

3)  1850/13  January  CJ  6714  and  6717  convoy, 
4l  estimated  at  40  probable 

merchant  ships  or  landing 
craft,  3  possible  cruisers, 
5  guardboats,  northerly 
course • 

4)  2100/15  January  CJ  8537  7  probable  merchant 

ships  up  to  5,000  G-.R.T., 

1  destroyer,  course  60°. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G . I .S .  s tat ions ; 

1)  0830/13  January  1  "Fiji"  class  cruiser 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Atlantic. 

2)  0950/15  January  Cape  Spartel?   3  freighters 

of  3-5,000  G.R.T.  each, 

2  patrol  boats,  bound  for 
the  Mediterranean, 

5)  1100/15  January  1  tanker  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic. 

4)  1600/l3  January  Punta  Carnero:   9  American 

corvettes  bound  for  the 
Atlantic , 

Tangier  and  Ceuta  reported 
increased  patrol  activity 
by  destroyers  and  corvettes 
in  the  Straits. 

5)  1715/15  January  5  "Agathe"  boats  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic • 

6)  1715/13  January  Punta  Carnero  °.      3  French 

freighters  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean • 

7)  1930/13  January  Gibraltar  harbor  report t 

I  "Warspite"  class  battle- 
ship, 1  "Fiji"  class 
cruiser,  2  French  torpedo- 
carrying  cruisers  of  the 
"Audacieux"  class,  2 

W  British  auxiliary  cruisers, 

II  destroyers,  6  submarines, 
41  small  vessels. 


~hn- 

confk;b:tial 

SSGUuITf  IITFOffl-lATION  ,^3 


f», 


m 


CONFIDENTIAL 

8)  1400/13  January  Algeciras:   5  American 

gunboats,  bound  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

9)  1645/15  -January  Ceuta:   3  French  freighters, 

bound  for  the  Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces; 
Nothing  to  report. 
B»  Fas tern  Mediterranean ; 

a)  By  U-boats  ; 
Nothing  to  report. 

b )  By  air  reconnaissance i 

1619/13  January  GO  5831  27  large  freighters, 

4  escort  vessels, 
course  230°,  speed 
7*5  knots. 

c )  By  radio  Intercept  service : 

1627/13  January  GO  5589  British  unit  reported 

aircraft  shadowing 
convoy,  course  290°, 
speed  7*5  knots 
(see  III.B.b). 

d  )  By  G.I.S.  stations : ) 

)  Nothing  to  report, 
e  )  By  nava_l_  j.^or_c_e_s  :    ) 

IV  .   Current  U-boat  opcratiojis : 

U  580  (Brand!)  was  ordered  to  move  off  eastward  as 
far  as  the  meridian  in  OH  9555  if  operating  in  the 
bottleneck  (i.e.  the  most  westerly  narrow  part  of 
the  Western  Mediterranean)  does  not  seem  to  offer 
prospects  of  success,  U  380  was  informed  that  he 
is  scheduled  to  be  recalled  on  17  January,  U  380 
has  been  28  days  at  sea  today. 

U  455  (Luhrs)  received  permission  to  attack  all 
"targets  including  submarines  and  was  ordered  not 
to  cross  the  limit  of  the  anti-submarine  hunt  area 
to  the  east  or  west. 

U  380  reported  convoys  as  in  III. A. a  and  a  hit 
Heard"  14*6  minutes  after  a  curve  shot  was  fired 
at  a  destroyer  from  the  eastbound  convoy  and  1 
explosion  15  minutes  after  a  fan-of-three  was 
fired  at  the  large  westbound  convoy.    Captain 
U-boats  is  at  present  assuming  no  successes  as  a 
result  of  the  long  running  times.   The  verbal 
report  from  the  commander  is  awaited  to  clear 
this  up. 
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U  616  (Koitschka)  intends  to  cross  42°  N  at  0000 
on  15  January  and  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  off 
Toulon  at  0800. 

No  news  of  IT  545  (Rahn). 

IT  952  (Curio)  has  been  instructed  to  put  in 
to  Toulon, 

The  following  were  transmitted  to  the  boats: 

1)  Information  concerning  enemy  movements  as  in 
III.A.d.8  and  9. 

2)  An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report, 

5)  Information  concerning  the  positions  of 
hospital  and  Red  Cross  ships. 

V •    a )  Successes  :  ) 

)   Nothing  to  report, 
b )  Losses :    ) 

VI.   General  situation: 

Convoy  position: 

1)  The  partial  convoy  proceeding  to  Naples 
from  the  Britain-Mediterranean  convoy 
attacked  on  10  January  was  in  the  sea  area 
due  south  of  Naples  during  the  night  of 
13/14  January. 

2)  An  eastbound  U.s .A .-Mediterranean  convoy, 
which  was  in  the  Algiers  sea  area  on  the 
morning  of  12  January,  was  in  the  sea  area 
due  west  of  Blzerta  on  the  night  of 
13/l4  January. 

3)  A  westbound  convoy,  in  the  Benghazi -Malta 
sea  area  on  the  evening  of  9  Ja.nuary,  was 
In  the  Immediate  vicinity  of  Algiers  on 
tho  evening  of  13  January. 


(Signed)    Kreisch. 


14    January,    1944 

I .  a  )    Daily  U-boat  posit  ion  s_  _at    0800   according 

t _o  naval"  ^gr id   square  3_ : 

A*   "Postern  Mediterranean : 

U  380  CH  75, 
U  642  CJ  76, 
U   616    CH  63    (homeward  bound), 
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U  952   CH  39  (homeward  bound), 
U  343   CH  66  (homeward  bound). 

B .  We  s t  e rn  Me  di t e r ranean : 

„-  U  455   CK  47  (outward  bound). 

b )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  0800; 

No  boats. 

c  )  In  port  (at  08  00) : 

1)  Toulon;   IT  223,  230,  371,  410,  450. 

2)  Pola:     U  407,  596. 

3 )  Salamis :  U  565. 

II.   Air  reconnaissance; 

A«  W e  s  t  e  r  n  M e d i  t e r r a n ean  : 

Reconnaissance  north  of  40°  N,  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

B ,  Ea  s  t  e  r  n  Me  d  i  t  e  r r  an  ean ; 

i . 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic  Sea,  Aegean  Sea, 
around  Crete. 

Ill •   Reports  on  the  enemy % 

A,  West ern  Me d i t e r ran ean ; 

a )  By  U-boats  ; 
Nothing  to  report, 

b )  By  air  reconnaissances 

1430/14  January  CJ  8476  1  merchant  vessel 

up  to  5,000  G. R.T., 
course  9°,  speed 
10  knots. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service t 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G.I.S.  stations; 

1)  0400/14  January  4  freighters,  1  destroyer, 

1  corvette  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

2)  0825/14  January  Cape  Spartel:   8  destroyers 
j£  bound  for  the  Mediterranean. 

3)  0845/14  January  5  landing  craft  (tank)  put 

out  from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean . 
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4)  0910/14  January  Tres  Poroas :   15  miles  to 

the  north,  4  freighters 
of  medium  tonnage,  1 
destroyer,  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean • 

5)  0930/14  January  1  destroyer  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean. 

6)  1300/14  January  1  tanker  in  ballast  put 

out  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Atlantic. 

7)  1730/14  January  1  Dutch  submarine  put  out 

from  Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean . 

8)  1850/14  January  2  destroyers  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  t  he 
Mediterranean. 

9)  1915/14  January  1  freighter  in  ballast 

put  out  from.  Gibraltar 
for  the  Atlantic. 

0  )  By_  nava]%  _f  orc^es  : 

Nothing  to  report, 
B.  Eastern  Me  d i  terra  mean ; 
a )  By  U-boats i 

Nothing  to  report. 
k  )  Bx  JJJT,.  re c qnna  1  s san oe  ; 

0640/14  January  CO  4516  4  large,  1  medium- 
sized  freighter,  5 
possible  destroyers 
with  fighter  cover, 
course  120°. 

c  )  By  radio  intercept  sevylce^ : 

1024/14  January  air  raid  warning  for  2 

convoys  in  the  Benghazi  area, 

d)  By  G.I. 3.  stations: 

According  to  an  agent's  report,  2  British 
freighters  and  1  Greek  freighter  of 
approximately  3,000  G.R.T.  each,  1  British 
destroyer,  2  motorboats,  put  out  from  Beirut 
on  the  evening  of  8  January  in  an  unknown 
direction. 

e)  By  naval  forces: 

■    .III*     I   ■»■■»    ■  ■  ♦   IWI..I    ■!   |    «    >     | 

Nothing   to  report, 
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IV .  Current  U-boat  operations : 

U  952  (Curio)  and  U  616  (Koitschka)  were  informed 
that  they  may  possibly  meet  as  they  are  both 
returning  and  are  due  to  reach  the  rendezvous  at 
08  00  on  15  January. 

_U  J342  (Brii.nning)  was  given  the  meridian  in 
CH  "95 55   as  the  western  limit  of  his  operational 
area  and  was  informed  of  his  intended  recall  on 
19  January.    The  boat  was  also  asked  for  a 
position  report.   U  642  reported  from  CJ  8713 
and  also  a  success  on  3  January  1944  (see  V.a). 

The  following  were  transmitted  to  the  boats : 

1)  Information  concerning  enemy  movements  as  in 
III.A.b,  III.A.d.l,  3,  4  and  7. 

2)  An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  .Report. 

3)  Positions  of  hospital  ships  and  of  neutral 
shipping. 

4)  Radio  reminder  from  C-in-C  U-boats  about  a 
38 -hour  depth  charge  hunt  of  a  boat  In  the 
Atlantic,  which  had  to  proceed  submerged  for 
42  hours. 

5)  Radio  reminder  about  the  ideal  use  made  of 
the  Naxos  aerial  by  a  boat  in  the  Atlantic. 

6 )  Information  about  enemy  reports  of  a  U-boat  at 
0810,  at  2121  and  at  2125  in  an  unindicated 
position, 

V .  a  )  Successes  ; 

U  642    (Brilnnlng)    torpedoed  a    steamer   of  7,000 
Or.R.T.   at   1643   on  3    January   In  CJ  8395    (8  0 
miles    north   of   Palermo). 

b )    Losses ; 

U  755  (G<Bing)  is  reported  missing  for  the  last 
Fime  with  effect  from  28  May  1943.    9  men 
were  saved ;      39  men.  Including  the  Commander, 
are  missing  (Naval  War  Staff,  2nd  Div.  C-in-C 
U-boats  G  51  A5  of  13  January  1944), 

v ~ *   Gen era 1  s 1 t ua t I o n : 
Convoy  position: 

1)  A  Britain-  Mediterranean  convoy  proceeding  to 
Naples,  attacked  on  10  January  east  of  Oran, 
arrived  on  the  afternoon  of  14  January. 
Ships  proceeding  to  Maddalona  will  probably 
arrive  on  15  January. 

2)  A  westbound  convoy,  probably  Mediterranean- 
U.S.A.,  in  the  Capo  Tenes-Oran  sea  area  on 
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the  evening  of  14  January,  will  probably  pass 
Gibraltar  on  16  January. 

3)  A  Britain-Mediterranean  convoy,  in  the  sea  area 
36°  -  380  n,  170  _  i8o  w  on  the  morning  of 
15  January,  will  probably  pass  Gibraltar  on 
IS  January . 


(Signed)   Kreisch, 


15  January,  1944 

I .    a )  Daily  U-boat  positions  at  0800  according 
_to_  naval  grict""s"que3?e-s_ : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean ; 

U  380  CH  76, 

U  642  CJ  75, 

U  616  CH  33  (homeward  bound), 

IJ  952  CH  33  (homeward  bound), 

U  343  CH  63  (homeward  bound). 

B,  Ea stern  Me d i t erranean : 

U  455   CK  78  (outward  bound). 

b  )  U-boats  homeward  and  outward  bound 
from  0800  to  08  00; 

0900/15  January  U  616  (from  his  7th  operation) 

and  U  952  (from  his  3rd  operation) 
put  in  to  Toulon, 

c)  In  port  (at  0800) ; 

1)  Toulon:   U  223,  250,  371,  410,  450, 

2)  Pola:    U  407,  596. 

3)  Salamis:  U  565. 

I I •   Air  reconnaissance : 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 

Reconnaissance  north  of  39°  N,  Tyrrhenian 
Sea,  around  Corsica. 

B.  East ern  Mediterranean : 

Reconnaissance  of  Adriatic  Sea,  Aegean  Sea, 
sea  area  around  Benghazi. 

III.   Reports  on  the  enemy: 

A.  Western  Mediterranean: 
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a )  By_  U-boats : 

Nothing  to  report. 

^  )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1227/15  January  CJ  9455  3  large  landing  craft 

and  2  apparent  escort 
vessels  In  line  ahead, 
easterly  course. 

c  ^  By  radio  intercept  service : 

1)  1059/15  January  CJ  4930  British  unit  located, 

inaccurately. 

2)  15  January  In  the  evening  a  westbound 

American  convoy  In 
the  sea  area  due 
west  of  Gibraltar. 

d )  By  G- .  I .  S  .  s  tat i  ons  : 

1)  1845/14  January  Cape  Spartel;   1  large 

warship,  probably  a  battle- 
ship or  cruiser,  as  well 
as  2  destroyers,  bound 
for  the  Mediterranean. 

2)  1500/14  January  Almeria :   1  freighter  of 

12,000  G-.R.T.  bound  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

3)  0240/15  January  Gibraltar;   1  "Cairo"  class 

cruiser  bound  for  the 
Atlantic. 

4)  0500/15  January  Gibraltar;   1  "Fiji"  class 

cruiser  bound  for  the 
Atlantic . 

5)  0940/15  January  Cape  Spartel;   1  tanker  of 

12,000  G.R.T.  bound  for 
the  Mediterranean,  escorted 
by  2  corvettes, 

6)  1100/15  January  4  corvettes  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 
Atlantic. 


7)  1243/15  January  1  freighter  put  In  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean. 

8)  1300/15  January  1  French  tanker,  1  French 

minesweeper  put  in  to 
Gibraltar  from  the  Atlantic. 

9)  1300/15  January  1  freighter,  2  corvettes 

put  out  from  Gibraltar 
for  the  Atlantic. 
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10)  1415/15  January  1  freighter  put  out  from 

Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean » 

11)  1440/15  January  1  freighter  put  in  to 

Gibraltar  from  the 
Mediterranean • 

'ttfr  12)  1500/15  January  11  ships,  1  corvette  put 

out  from  Gibraltar  for 
the  Atlantic. 

15)  1530/15  January  1  gunboat,  1  submarine 

put  in  to  Gibraltar  from 
the  Atlantic. 

14)  1645/15  January  Tangier:   16  ships, 

3  gunboats,  bound  for 
the  Atlantic . 

15)  1830/15  January  2  French  torpedo-carrying 

cruisers  of  the  "Audacieux" 
class  put  out  from 
Gibraltar  for  the 
Mediterranean. 

e )  By  naval  forces: 

Nothing  to  report. 
B,  Eastern  Mediterranean : 
a)  By  U-boats: 

Nothing  to  report, 
k )  By  air  reconnaissance : 

1)  0750/15  January  CK  4737  1  patrol  vessel. 

2)  1000/15  January  ON  3816  13  freighters 

totaling  90,000 
G.R.T.,  2  transports 
totaling  18,000 
G.R.T.,  2  patrol 
vessels,  3  escort 
vessels,  1 
destroyer,  course 
apparently  16  0°. 

3)  1110/15  January  GJ  6344  1  enemy  unit, 

probably  a  mine- 
sweeper, course 
130°,  speed  slight, 

4)  1135/15  January  2  coasting  freighters  off 

Cape  Gargano, 
course  180°,  speed 
slight. 

5)  1227/15  January  CJ  9455  3  large  landing 

craft  and  2 
apparent  escort 
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vessels  In  line  ahead, 
easterly  course. 

c )  By  radio  intercept  service : 
Nothing  to  report. 

d)  By  G-.I.S .  stations: 

According  to  an  agent's  report,  traffic 
between  ports  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean 
has  Increased  considerably. 

e )  3y  naval  forces; 
No thi ng  to  re p or t • 

Current  U-boat  operations^ : 

U  580  (Brandi)  and  U  6 42  (Brunning)  were  given  the 
meridian  in  CH  9555  as  The  limit  between  their 
operational  areas,  and  were  Informed  that  there 
are  no  other  boats  in  the  operational  area  off  the 
North  African  coast. 

U  455  (Lvlhrs)  reported  particulars  of  a  Naxos 
location  of  a  shore  location  post  assumed  to  exist 
near  Cape  Gargano  (Adriatic).   The  boat's  position 
at  045  0  on  16  January  was  CO  16  92. 

The  following  were  transmitted  to  the  boats : 


V. 


1 
2 

5 
4 


An  extract  from  the  Armed  Forces  Report, 

Enemy  movements  as  In  III. A. d. 4  and  15, 
III.B.b.2,  III.B.d. 

Positions  of  hospital  and  Red  Cross  ships. 

Radio  reminder  concerning  enemy  anti- 
submarine defenses. 

Radio  reminder  concerning  the  use  of  Aphrodite. 

Serial  Order  No.  55  of  C-in-C  U-boats  concerning 
the  use  of  torpedoes  against  shallow  draught 
vessels . 


Successes  ;  ) 


Losses  ; 


)  Nothing  to  report, 
) 


QQ» 


VI .   Co nor  a 1  s  i  tu a t i o  n : 

Convoy  position; 

A  westbound  convoy,  which  was  In  the  Cape  Tones  - 
Oran  sea  area  on  the  evening  of  14  January,  was  in 
tho  immediate  vicinity  of  Alb oran  at  noon  on 
15  January. 

(Signed)   Kreisch. 
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